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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

No Loan Too Big, No Loan
Too Small…

Come to the Town Bank for your
commercial loan!

Here’s a partial list of our recent loans and lines of credit . . .
to businesses and organizations just like yours! 

520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908)301-0800 • fax:(908)301-0843
www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

Manufacturing
Company

$350,000
Equipment Loan

$500,000
Working Capital

Line of Credit

Retail Merchant

$250,000
Mortgage

$125,000
Term Loan

Medical
Professionals

$450,000
Equipment Loan

Law Practice

$250,000
Computer Loan

Construction
Development

$1,000,000
Mortgage

Retail Mall
Owner

$650,000
Mortgage

Non-Profit
Organization

$500,000
Working Capital Loan

WCT-TV36 to Broadcast
‘Operation SOS’ Video
To Aid Police Program

Congressman Ferguson Sponsors Bill
To Hike Special Education Funding

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

KENILWORTH — Congressman
Michael A. Ferguson (R-7th) officially
unveiled his first piece of legislation
Monday, which, if approved, would
more than double federal funding for
special needs students.

“The Helping Children Succeed by
Funding the Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act (IDEA)” calls for
Congress to live up to a promise it
made back in 1975, when it passed
IDEA to guarantee a quality educa-
tion for all children. The bill is spon-
sored by Mr. Ferguson, with Con-
gressman Patrick Kennedy (D-R.I.)
signing on as the chief Democratic
co-sponsor.

IDEA required that states provide
“an appropriate level of education to
all students regardless of their dis-
abilities or their special needs,” with
the federal government picking up 40
percent of the costs, Congressman
Ferguson said Monday while meeting
with The Westfield Leader and The

Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood at a
press conference at Harding School in
Kenilworth.

A former teacher both at the high
school and community college level,
the Congressman said educating spe-
cial needs students can cost a school
10 times the cost of a main-streamed
student.

“Special needs” students range from
those with learning disabilities and
the hearing-impaired to physically
disabled individuals.

Based on an estimated 6.2 million
children nationwide who fall under
IDEA, the federal government should
be funding the program to the tune of
$17 billion this year.

However, information supplied by
Congressman Ferguson’s office found
that this year’s budget funds only $6.3
billion of that amount. Next year’s
budget, based on the Ferguson-
Kennedy bill, would jump federal
funding of special education to $8.8
billion. Funding would hit $21.3 bil-
lion by 2007, equating to 40 percent

of the estimated costs to fund IDEA.
“It’s a huge under-funded mandate,”

said Congressman Ferguson of IDEA.
“The federal government isn’t even
providing half of the resources that
they said they would.”

The Ferguson-Kennedy bill, the
House companion to legislation in-
troduced in the United States Senate
by Senators Chuck Hagel (R-Neb.),
James Jeffords (R-Vt.) and Edward
M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), Congressman
Kennedy’s father, calls for increasing
funding by $2.5 billion per year until
the year 2007.

Senator Jeffords chairs the Senate
Education Committee, with Senator
Kennedy serving as the ranking Demo-
cratic member of the committee.

“So it is a very strong bi-partisan
effort on the Senate side,” said Con-
gressman Ferguson. The House bill
has 45 co-sponsors, including both
Republicans and Democrats.

In a statement released by Con-
gressman Kennedy, the Congressman
stated that, “It is critical that the fed-
eral government make a stronger com-
mitment to children with special edu-
cation needs.”

According to Mr. Ferguson’s Press
Secretary, Brandon Waters, there are
904 students eligible for IDEA in the
Westfield Public Schools. There are
787 students eligible for special edu-
cation programs in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school system.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent-
Teacher Council recently sent a letter
to parents in support of the Senate bill,
noting that the district is reimbursed
for $2.5 million of the $8.5 million it
spends on special education.

“Services often top $50,000 per stu-
dent, to say nothing of therapy costs,
special aides and transportation,” ac-
cording to the PTA Council letter.

There are 184,000 “special needs”
students in New Jersey. Next year’s
state budget is expected to provide
$910 million for special education.
Washington, however, would only
fund $170 million of that amount un-
der current IDEA funding levels. The
Ferguson-Kennedy bill would hike
that number to $725 million by 2007.

“It’s a win, win, win,” Congress-
man Ferguson explained. “It’s a win
for special needs students. It’s a win
for all students and the third win is
property tax relief.

“Number one, you are helping spe-
cial needs students. You are helping
students who really need the most help
by providing the funding necessary to
give those kids the resources that they
need. The teachers, the teacher train-
ing, the facilities that those students
need,” the Congressman explained.

“Number two, it helps all students
because if we are providing more fed-
eral funding for this particular area of
education, it will free up other re-
sources school districts now are forced
to spend out of their budgets for a
smaller number of kids because of
this mandate, and because resources
are scarce,” he said.

He said that with the federal gov-
ernment funding up to 40 percent of
IDEA, local school districts might be
able to hire more teachers to lower
class sizes, increase teacher salaries
and invest in new technology or new
text books.

On property tax relief, Congress-
man Ferguson said the cost of special
education is currently borne by prop-
erty taxpayers. He said his legislation
would relieve a lot of that burden.

The legislation has been endorsed
by the National Education Associa-
tion, the American Federation of
Teachers, Easter Seals and the United
Cerebral Palsy Association.

Congressman Kennedy has sched-
uled a hearing on the bill in Provi-
dence, R.I. on Wednesday, April 11.
Congressman Ferguson is expected
to attend that hearing.

WESTFIELD — As part of a new
program announced by Westfield
Police Chief Bernard Tracy, a 15-
minute video entitled “Operation
SOS” made to educate the public
about driving safety is being shown
on WCT-36, Westfield’s Public Ac-
cess Cable Channel.

SOS stands for Safe Operating
Speed. The program is being
launched in April, at which time the
Westfield Police Department will
begin to crack down by ticketing
speeders.

The accident rate climbed in the
last year to 990 vehicle incidents,
including three fatalities and 277
injuries, according to the Westfield
Police Department. In order to make
Westfield streets safer, the program
has begun with fliers and bumper
stickers which have been distributed
to various organizations in Westfield,
including the YMCA, the Chamber
or Commerce and others to start the
education process.

Twelve streets on the north side
and 12 streets on the south side have
been designated as danger zones
based on the previous frequency of
accidents. When the program be-
gins, one street on the north side and
one on the south side will be desig-
nated each week to have road speed
monitors in place prior to the begin-
ning of speed enforcement. The fol-
lowing week there will be an officer
on duty for 12 hours each day to
ticket speeders.

Chief Tracy said he hopes that this
monitoring system will reduce the
accident rate. The public can learn
the details of the program by tuning
in to WCT-TV36 to watch the video.
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discussion includes proven techniques to help improve performance and address
symptoms & understand the neurological and physiological causes of these
conditions. this program emphasizes chronic muscular pain, fatigue, and its effects
on the body. participants will have a better understanding of why these symptoms
result, and non-drug treatment options. dr. leventhal has extensive experience with
the fibromyalgia patient, their symptoms and treatment choices.
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Horace R. Corbin, Jr. for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURPRISE VISIT, SURPRISE GIFT...Jersey City Mayor Bret Schundler, right, paid a surprise visit to The Westfield
Leader on April 2. In return, Sports Editor Dave Corbin presented Schundler with a poster of him at the Westfield High
School Sports Hall of Fame dinner last November. Featured in the poster were Schundler, Owen Brand and Gary Kehler.

Volunteers are Sought
To Prepare, Deliver

Meals to Homebound
WESTFIELD – The Retired and Se-

nior Volunteer Program (RSVP) of Union
County is seeking people who are inter-
ested in assisting in the preparation or
delivery of hot, nutritious meals to their
homebound neighbors in Westfield,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Cranford, Clark
and Garwood.

RSVP members will be reimbursed
for mileage used during delivery of meals
and will receive other benefits as well.

For more information, please call Laurie
at the RSVP office at (908) 354-3040,
extension no. 319 or 303. Interested indi-
viduals may also visit the office, located at
Community Access Unlimited at 80 West
Grand Street in Elizabeth.

ON THE LOOKOUT FOR DONATIONS...Youngsters from the Infant and
Toddler Center will benefit from the Westfield Day Care Gerber Friends’
Annual Spring Children’s Sale. Donations and help are needed.

Westfield Day Care
Friends Seek Clothing,
Books, Toy Donations
The Westfield Day Care Center

Friends is seeking donations of out-
grown children’s clothing, toys and
books for its annual spring sale on
Friday and Saturday, May 4 and 5.

The items must be clean and in
good condition. Clothing sizes
needed are newborn to size 14. For
further information, please call the
center at (908) 232-6717. Donations
may be dropped off between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m. at the Day Care Center at
120 Mountain Avenue or at the In-
fant and Toddler Center at 462 West
Broad Street as of Monday, April 16.

The proceeds from this sale pro-
vide scholarships for children whose
parents need financial aid in obtain-
ing quality day care for children aged
three months through kindergarten.

The sale will be held from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on May 4 and 9 a.m. to noon
on May 5 in Westminster Hall of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
110 Mountain Avenue.

Editor’s Note: “Recreation
Events” is a weekly column pre-
pared by the Westfield Recreation
Commission.

*  *  *  *  *
Bowling Program for children

ages 5-14. This weekly activity is
held Tuesday afternoons at 3:45 p.m.
at Linden Lanes, 741 North Stiles
Street in Linden.

The program began on April 3,
and will end on May 22. The weekly
cost of $6 is payable at the lanes.
The cost includes two games, use of
rental shoes and lightweight ball,
instructional assistance and trophy
awards program.

Bumper Bowling for pre-kinder-
garten and kindergarten and their
mothers.

This event is held Wednesdays at
either 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. The
program began April 4 and contin-
ues through May 23. Parents must
register for the program in the Rec-
reation Office, located on the first
floor of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield. Team placement is on a
first-come, first-served basis.

Chandlering Program (Candle-
making) program, Monday, April
23, 7:15 p.m., Community Room,
Westfield Municipal Building.

The cost of this program is $7 per
person and a minimum of 10 people
are needed for it to run. Paid reser-
vations must be made by Monday,

April 9.
Free Yoga Classes, April 9, Com-

munity Room.
Classes are being offered on April

9th from 9 to 10 a.m. and 5:15 to
6:16 p.m. Try it out. Spring classes,
at $45 per person, will be offered on
Mondays during the same hours be-
ginning April 16. There is room for
12 people per class.

11th Annual Road Race,
Tamaques Park, Saturday, April 28.

Road race registration has begun.
Come to Recreation Office to regis-
ter. Costs for the race are as follows:

One-Mile Fun Run: $7 pre-entry
and $10 for post entry.

Five Miler: $12 for pre-entry and
$15 for post entry.

For complete information and ap-
plications, please contact the
Westfield Recreation Office at (908)
789-4080.

Taecise, Tuesdays and Fridays,
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

The cost for this class is $40.
There is room for 20 people. Regis-
ter at the Recreation Office.

Aerobic Interval – Mondays, 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. and Fridays, 5:15 to
6:15 p.m.

The cost of this class is $40. Please
sign up at the Recreation Office.

Adult Painting And Drawing,
Tuesdays, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Participants must be 18 years of
age or older for this class. Registra-
tion, at $40 per person, is being
accepted in the Recreation Office.

Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events

Coral Sea Personnel
Invited to Reunion

AREA — Crewmen who have served
aboard the U.S.S. Coral Sea CVB/CVA/
CV-43 are being sought for a mini-re-
union on Saturday, April 28, at Sir John’s
Restaurant in North Brunswick.

Additional information is also avail-
able about the U.S.S. Coral Sea CVA-43
Association and its annual reunion, set
for Friday through Sunday, October 12-
14, by contacting Jack Weber, 273
Crestwood Drive, Milltown, 08850-
1805, at (732) 828-1234.

Mon - Fri 9am to 6pm • Thurs until 8pm • Sat 10am to 6pm.

SPRING FLING SALE
20% OFF All Cellular Accessories

Thru April  30th
Headsets, Car Chargers, Spare batteries


