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Plunging his baton and thrust-
ing his elbows in mid-air with
a fevered frenzy, Music Di-
rector and Conductor of
the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO), David
Wroe, possesses the
power to conjure up
deep sorrow and
overwhelming ela-
tion in some of the
most renowned
compositions. One
can almost visual-
ize Brahms and
Mozart glowing with
pride beside him.
Droves of concert-
goers have been stupe-
fied by Maestro Wroe’s no-
table and incontestable
conducting, but how many
honestly know the man
who poises the baton?
“Actually, I'm a Brit by
Maestro David Wroe of the Westfield birth,” Mr. Wroe began dur-
Symphony Orchestra. Hewas recently ing a coffee house interview with
named one of the “20 New Jersey This Is Westfield. He added that
Faces to watch in the New Century.” when his parents discovered his
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treble soprano voice when he was
nine-years-old, he was sent away
to a private boarding school.

“They initially first saw me as a
professional cellist,” he added.
“But, studying the cello is a rather
lonely institution.”

Maestro Wroe confided that be-
coming a conductor was virtually
inevitable because he was a “gre-
garious exhibitionist.” The con-
ductor noted that he knew he was
“meant to end up on stage.”

“l was bathed in the great Re-
naissance and Baroque musical tra-
ditions,” he reflected. “lI sang
through the process of osmosis.”
Soon, playing soccer in the evening
and studying Bach by day became
the daily regimen for Maestro Wroe
at the private school until his voice
broke and changed at the age of
13.

In the next year, the conductor-
to-be attended Lansing College as
a music scholar. Four years later,
he obtained his Bachelor of Music
Degree from Manchester Univer-
sity in England.

“That was my first real taste in
conducting,” Maestro Wroe said of
his experience at Manchester. He
added that he conducted the
university’s choir and presented a
number of concerts there.

Maestro Wroe became immersed
in what he called the “Russian
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cago, where he studied under Vic-
tor Yampolsky.

Maestro Wroe recalled being
coached under the internationally
renowned conductor teacher
Gustav Meier. “I learned to coordi-
nate gestural movements with feel-
ing in the music.”

Eight years ago, up until 1994,
Maestro Wroe served as Assistant
Conductor of the Boston Sym-

Westfield Entertainer of the Year
Continues to Thrill Audiences

phony Orchestra under conductor
Seiji Ozawa.

“He was an enormous influence.
It was never a teacher-student re-
lationship. His influence was un-
avoidable just being around him,”
Maestro Wroe stated. He added
that Ozawa’s extreme energy and
gesture-empowered technique
quickly began to meld with his
developing style and virtuosity.
Simultaneously, Maestro Wroe was
Music Director of the Kansas City
Camerata for seven years.

In addition, for two years, he
served as Principal Conductor at
the City Opera at Heidelberg in
Germany — an experience Maestro
Wroe labeled as “very intense.”

“It gave me access to a whole
new area of music making — op-
era,” he noted.

Part of Maestro Wroe’s responsi-
bilities as Music Director and Con-
ductor of the WSO includes the
Caravan program in which small
selections of music are studied by
and presented to students in
Westfield’s public schools.

The nearly hour-long program
affords Maestro Wroe the oppor-
tunity to serve as the same type of
mentor and indelible influence as
his mentors, Yampolsky, Meier, and
Ozawa. “It is a very intense 45
minutes,” he explained. “It gives
me the chance to enlighten and
enthuse them (the students).

During the snowy afternoon in-
terview, Maestro Wroe confided
proudly that he has stacks of let-
ters from literally hundreds of stu-
dents with pictures expressing
thanks for his contribution to the
program.

When asked by This Is Westfield
about his overall impetus each
time he takes the stage for a WSO
concert, Maestro Wroe thought-
fully stated, “There is a general
philosophy that I have. It is not an

The Westfield Art Association, Inc. is a non-profit organization dedicated
to providing artists and the community an opportunity to learn about many
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Maestro Wroe
With His Flair

erudite and high brow philoso-
phy, but a sophomore mission that
I have. | simply want to bring joy,
enthusiasm and love of life and let
them hear beautifully orchestrated
music on whatever terms they
want.”

Although his accomplishments
are innumerable, Maestro Wroe
also modestly confided, “It is not
the biography of the composer,
but rather the music’'s power.”

The composer who has also lent
his musicianship to the
Tanglewood Music Centre and Bos-
ton University Tanglewood Insti-
tute, likes to think that upon strid-
ing confidently before the orches-
tra he is “a general messenger
delivering the secrets of the magic
of music.”

“lI want the audience to leave
enriched, invigorated and revived.
I want them to tackle all of their
challenges and apply a positive
spirit from that moment on,” he
said.

Surprisingly, Maestro Wroe is a
cellist by trade. However, now, his
eyes are focused on learning the
piano. His fiancee, Shaung Guo, a

pianist with the WSO, is
trying to help him
achieve that dream.

“She’s charging me an
arm and a leg,” mused |
the conductor, who re-
cently and officially
planted his roots as a
Westfield resident.

In discussing his devo-
tion to the Westfield Sym- gt
phony Orchestra, Mae-
stro Wroe revealed, “I
gave up my position in
Germany to commit my-
self more fully to the
WSO. | believe in the
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Orchestra and its future. ot HOT, HOT!...Last August, Maestro David Wroe heated up a packed audience at Echo
It is an extraordinarily Lake Park in a performance of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra entitled, “Tango in
fine ensemble — one of the Park.” Audience members fanned themselves continuously, not from the heat, but
the best in the country.” from Maestro’s red hot conducting skills.

When asked by This Is
Westfield if he plans to continue
his contribution to the Symphony
in the coming years, Maestro Wroe
stated, “l do see a long-term com-
mitment. | want to see the fruits of
my labor and the Board of Direc-
potgs’ work germinate and flour-
ish.”

Those who have attended a WSO

concert are fully aware that when
Maestro Wroe enters or leaves the
stage, an aura of genius precedes
or trails him.

“The legacy | leave to each place
is a new view or new enthusiasm
on the audience. | hope to shed a
new light and continue the fond-
ness of the music.”

What Do You Like
About Westfield?

“l love that | don't
have to go to the mall

and there are a lot of
~ restaurants.”

—Jean Marie Morgan

) WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA-
SPACE ODYSSEY 2000-2001 -
An-“Out-of __'I_'his_—\/\/orld’” Seosop_‘ | -

David Wroe

Music Director & Conductor

Star Wars

October 2, 2000
Williams Star Wars
Holst 7he Planets

Moonchild’s Dream

November 11, 2000
Koppel Moonchild’s Dream
Beethoven Symphony #6, “Pastoral”

WSO’s David Wroe

“...poised to become the state’s
leading second-tier symphony -
and there is only one at the fop!”
— The Star Ledger
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Stars Among the Planets Rising Star

was chosen by
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The Fencing Club

Beginners & experienced fencers — sabre, foil and ebee

The Drawing Workshop

Grades 2 to 6. Pastels, pencils & charcoal.
Still life, portrait & figure drawing

Westfield Summer Workshop

Five week arts experience, June 26 to July 28, 2000.
Summer Band/Orchestra

. Westfield Art Gallery

Exhibits by local artists.

Z aspects of fine art. Since 1922 the group perpetuates an outstanding tradition
of quality member exhibitions and programs.

wm  Artists share their styles and expertise in a variety of media such as: oil,
h pastel, acrylic, sculpture, watercolor, graphics, photography, drawing, collage,
printmaking, and mixed media.

-

u Artistic pursuits are shared through the Landscape Group, Contemporary
c Art Group, and the Westfield Figure Drawing Group. Meetings are free, open
T m to the public, and handicapped accessible.
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Information:
Westfield Art Association

PO Box 874, Westfield, NJ 07091

Barbara Schwinn, President Jane Annis, Membership
(008)-232-7058 (008)-232-3387
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The Star Ledger’s
Arts Writers as one of
the 20 New Jersey

Feb 3, 2001
Milhaud Greation of the World with
the Umoja Dance Company
Mozart Symphony #41, Jupiter”

March 10, 2001
Special Guest Arfist violin prodigy

Ryu Goto

Faces to Watch for
in the New Century

Mars Meets Venus — April 28, 2001
Mozart Marriage of Figaro

Call The Westfield Symphony Orchestra at (908) 232-9400 « www.westfieldnj.com/wso

“To have music of this caliber and
an ensemble the level of the WSO

does our area a great honor.”
— The Westfield Leader

“| can only recommend that every man, woman and child come to the next concert ...”
— David Palladino, The Westfield Lead




