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BOE Sends $35.7 Million Referendum
To SP-F Voters for School Construction

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

On September 21, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
unanimously approved a $35,729,112
bond referendum to fund construc-
tion and renovation programs at ev-
ery school in the district. The public
will to vote on the referendum Tues-
day, December 12.

The construction, as planned, will
accommodate continued growth in
enrollment and address physical plant
improvements related to ADA
(Americans with Disabilities Act)
compliance, state curriculum stan-
dards, safety issues and general wear
and tear on eight buildings that range
in age from 30 years to nearly 75
years.

The anticipated referendum
amount rose from $33,966,912 on
September 14 to the current
$35,729,112 when board members
decided build walled classrooms on
both the first and second floors at
School One. The prior proposal in-
cluded walls for the second floor
only.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony DelSordi expects
that about $10,360,468 of the $35.7
million project cost will be reim-
bursed by the state under the Educa-
tional Facilities and Financing Act
passed by the state legislature in
July.

No one knows yet how those funds
will be made available to the district.

“The state position could be a re-
imbursement rather than a check up
front,” explained attorney Richard

Nolan of the law firm McCarter and
English, the district’s bond counsel.
“Within the month, we will know
how the payout will be handled.”

Board Member Edward J. Saridaki,
Jr. stressed that taxpayers will know
what the state’s liability will be be-
fore they are asked to vote on De-
cember 12.

The balance of $25,368,644 would
be paid by property tax payers if
voters approve the referendum. The
average annual tax levy over 20 years
(the life of the bond) would be
$1,893,572. Seventy-eight percent
of that, or $1,481,102, would be born
by Scotch Plains residents; 22 per-
cent, or $412,470 would fall to
Fanwood residents.

That translates to an average an-
nual tax of $184 Scotch Plains
homeowners and $156 for Fanwood
homeowners.

Scotch Plains resident Skip Ungar
noted the tax increase equates to
approximately $15 per month for
Scotch Plains residents and $12-$13
per month for Fanwood residents.

Mr. DelSordi stated, “Just because
the public gives us bond authoriza-
tion for $35 million doesn’t mean we
will spend that much.” But, he said,
“If bids come in above (estimated
costs), we would have to make ad-
justments in the scope of the work.
Thirty-five million dollars is as high
as we can go.”

If the referendum is approved in
December, the business administra-
tor expects the district to ask for bids
in May or June, 2001.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Edu-

cation Association declared its unani-
mous support for the referendum
through a statement by union Presi-
dent Ed Leonard, a sixth-grade
teacher at Terrill Middle School. “We
strongly urge the community to vote
‘Yes’ for the educational future of
their children,” stated Mr. Leonard.

Scotch Plains resident and former
Board of Education member Ellie

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

TOWNSHIP REACTS TO DISCRIMNATION SUIT FILED BY FOUR WHITE COPS

S. Plains’ Attorney Threatens
Countersuit Against Officers

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Attorney
Douglas Hansen has threatened a
countersuit against four Scotch Plains
police officers who have filed a com-
plaint with Superior Court, law divi-
sion.

The four officers, who are white,
said in the August 16 complaint that
that their Captain, Marshall Nelson,
who is African American, had on
numerous occasions violated their
civil rights by racially discriminat-
ing against them.

“We’re not going to settle because
we did nothing wrong and this case

will be defended vociferously,” Mr.
Hansen said speaking on behalf of
the town. “The town is seriously
considering a frivolous countersuit
against the officers,” he added - mean-
ing that the township will allege that
the officers’ suit is frivolous.

The four officers, Brian Cheney,
with the department since 1995;
Matthew Fugett, an officer since
1997; Brian Garbinski, who has
served since 1994; and Kevin
Lonergan, on the force since 1996;
are suing Captain Nelson, Chief Tho-
mas O’Brien, the police department
and the township, claiming that they
are the victims of racial discrimina-

tion and of a hostile work environ-
ment.

They seek punitive damages for
emotional distress and mental an-
guish. They claim that the depart-
ment and the Chief aided Captain
Nelson in creating this hostile work
environment and did nothing to prop-
erly investigate their numerous com-
plaints against Nelson.

Captain Nelson is a 30-year vet-
eran of the department. Chief O’Brien
has served for 40 years.

The suit stems from an April 2
motor vehicle stop of a Jeep Chero-
kee driven by four black men. The
officers accuse Captain Nelson of
improperly reprimanding them for
their performance and making ra-
cially biased comments, for the way
they handled the stop.

The officers claimed in the com-
plaint that Captain Nelson yelled at
each of them and reprimanded them
for drawing their weapons, calling
them “cowards” and “spineless.”
Each officer received a verbal repri-
mand for using excessive force, the
complaint stated.

The complaint further alleged that
Nelson “stated words to the effect
that the officers only pulled their
weapons because the occupants of
the vehicle were black, that if his
child was one of the occupants, he
(Nelson) would hunt the officers
down and shoot them in the back like
the cowards they were.”

The officers contend that despite
Chief O’Brien being made aware of
Captain Nelson’s unprofessional
comments, no measures were taken
against Captain Nelson. They claim
that Chief O’Brien and the depart-
ment handled the incident, as they
had on prior occasions, by ignoring
the wrongful conduct of the Captain.

The complaint also claimed that
Captain Nelson accused Officer
Fugett of making racial slurs about
African-Americans to Officer
Lonergan. Officer Fugett denied that
any such comments were made and
accused Captain Nelson of fabricat-
ing this in an attempt to ruin his
reputation.

The officers alleged in the com-
plaint that Captain Nelson “has had
a history of racial problems.”

In the complaint, Officer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Downtown Task Force Addresses
Revitalization of SP Towne Centre

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Standing near his Nuts ‘N Plenty
store on Park Avenue in downtown
Scotch Plains, Ray Pardon looks
around at the improvements begin-
ning to take place in the area-and at
the promise of more to come-and
proclaims, “Here we are, a success
story waiting to happen.”

Through the efforts of the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association (SPBPA), which Mr.
Pardon heads, and the Downtown
Task Force, whose members include
local business owners, Mayor Mar-
tin L. Marks and Councilwoman Geri
M. Samuel, a fresh push is underway
to make the downtown area more
attractive to shoppers and visitors.

Twenty-two concrete planters, 20
benches, 30 new trash receptacles
and seasonal banners are either al-
ready in place or soon to be installed.
Eighty-seven new green street lamp
poles will go up Park Avenue,
Westfield Avenue, East Second
Street, Bartle Avenue and on Front

Street. All work should be done be-
fore the winter holiday season, ac-
cording to Mr. Pardon.

Mr. Pardon, along with Mayor
Marks, Councilwoman Samuel and
Steven Goldberg, a task force mem-
ber, sat down last week to talk about
a number of aspects of the revitaliza-
tion efforts in downtown Scotch
Plains.

“In a town like Scotch Plains,” Mr.
Pardon explained to The Times, “we
have to create a reason for people to
come here.” He cautioned that the
“ideal” types of businesses that
people may want to see in a down-
town area “are not realistically going
to come to Scotch Plains. People
have to realize that there is a lot of
competition, from the malls, from
the big chain stores like Home Depot
or Office Max.

The primary task for Scotch Plains,
everyone agreed, was to get people
to come to the downtown. And while
there have been scattered complaints
in recent years about the business
district housing too many similar

businesses, Mr. Pardon and Council-
woman Samuel rejected that notion.
“If we have four or five gift shops,
that’s fine as long as people get out
and walk around,” Mrs. Samuel said.

Speaking about the possibility of
developing the “hedge property”
adjacent to the Municipal Building
into retail stores, Mr. Pardon said
that “if that building were to have a
bunch of antique shops, that’s great.
Then, Scotch Plains becomes a des-
tination.” He said he hopes the envi-
ronment that is ultimately created is
not a copy of downtown Westfield or
Cranford, but, rather, one more along
the lines of a New Hope, Pa.

“And then you add in the restau-
rants we have in the downtown,” said
Mr. Goldberg. “We’re trying to cre-
ate that kind of niche.”

Mr. Goldberg said Scotch Plains
had two options. “We could have an
anchor store that might attract shop-
pers, but it might attract shoppers
only to that store. Or,” he continued,
“we could make it so that people

Long-Range Planning
Committee Reviews

Proposals for Fanwood

Tarquin Jay Bromley

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Members of Fanwood’s govern-
ing body held a special meeting
Tuesday night with members of the
borough’s Long Range Strategic
Planning Committee to review pro-
posals and ideas that are expected to
be part of a long-range plan the
committee hopes to present to

elected officials in December.
Held at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains

YMCA in Scotch Plains, the meet-
ing was attended by Mayor Louis C.
Jung, Council President Joel
Whitaker and council members
Katherine Mitchell, Cynthia
Swindlehurst and Stuart S. Kline, as
well as nine committee members.
Mr. Whitaker is council Liaison to
the group.

During the past year, committee
members interviewed municipal de-
partment heads, volunteers and oth-
ers for input, including their suc-
cesses and problems, to help formu-
late the pending plan. The plan is
being eyed as a guide for what
Fanwood residents hope their com-
munity will achieve in the next five
to 10 years.

Based on this information, some
20 specific questions were recently
presented to governing body repre-
sentatives, who had an opportunity
to share their opinions at the YMCA
meeting.

Among the topics discussed were
factors which attract residents to the
borough; downtown revitalization;
prospects for shared services and
ways to increase volunteerism.

Several members of the council
reflected upon their own life experi-
ences in discussing qualities which
draw homeowners to Fanwood. Mr.
Whitaker cited the importance of the
train station, while Ms. Swindlehurst,
a lifelong resident, described the
sense of security she has always felt
in her hometown.

Councilwoman Mitchell, who has
resided in the borough since she was
a young teenager, also emphasized

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Suzette Stalker for The Times
THERE SHE IS…“Little Miss Fanny Wood” contestants past and present celebrate the Victorian era during last
Sunday’s fifth annual Fanny Wood Day festival in Fanwood. Pictured, left to right, are: 1999 winner Antonia Goehren,
with several of this year’s entrants, including Julia Hilary Joseph, Mary Ellen Cagnassola and the newest honoree, 4½-
year-old Kayla Kocha.

Suzette Stalker for The Times
BOXING ACTION…Former heavyweight boxer Gerry Cooney of Fanwood,
right, spars good-naturedly with Brian Breen of Cranford during the fifth
annual Fanny Wood Day celebration last Sunday in Fanwood. The festival, held
along South and Martine Avenues, also featured sidewalk sales, children’s
activities, an antique car show and the dedication of a new fire engine, among
many other events.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Scotch Plains Devastated By Death
Of Councilman Tarquin Bromley, 51

By PAUL J. PEYTON AND FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

For the second time in little more
than a year, Scotch Plains has been
shaken by the sudden death of a
Township Councilman.

Councilman Tarquin Jay Bromley,
51, died suddenly of a heart attack
Tuesday night. His death follows
that of Franklin Donatelli, who died
last spring.

Mr. Bromley, Mr. Donatelli and
Geri M. Samuel won a stunning vic-
tory in 1998 as the Democratic slate
defeated their Republican counter-
parts to take control of the governing
body for the first time since the days
of Watergate in the mid-1970s.

Councilwoman Samuel said Coun-
cilman Bromley, “really liked to get
to the meat of an issue. He didn’t
gloss over things. He had a very dry
sense of humor, and at times he could
be very theatrical.”

Councilman Bromley served as
Deputy Mayor last year, when Demo-
crats had the majority. Republicans
regained control this year.

Obviously shaken, Township Man-
ager Thomas E. Atkins stated, “We
are just devastated.”

“He really cared about what was
best for the people of Scotch Plains.
He was just a pleasure to work with,”
Mr. Atkins said.

The Township Manager said that
when Mayor Martin L. Marks and
Deputy Mayor William F.
McClintock, Jr. were notified of
Councilman Bromley’s passing,
“they just couldn’t talk.”

Saying he was “devastated” by
Mr. Bromley’s death, Mayor Marks,
a Republican, told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that despite
their political differences at times, “I
cared about him and I respected him.”

The Mayor called Mr. Bromley

“fiercely intelligent” and said he
“obviously cared very much about
the town.”

“You have to give him credit,”
Mayor Marks added, “because he

wanted to be a councilman because
he cared about the town.”

Ray Pardon, President of the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association, told The Times that Mr.
Bromley was “a pleasure to work
with on anything we did. He was a
good friend.”

The main reason Mr. Bromley ran
for the council in 1998, Mr. Pardon
said, “was that he wanted to be a part
of his community.”

Mr. Bromley, together with his
wife, Linda, and 11-year-old son,
Alex, resided in one of Scotch Plains’
older historic residences, located on
Terrill Road, which they had restored.

An attorney in private practice, he
specialized in labor and employment
issues between police and munici-
palities, and was a former New York
Assistant Attorney General and
former public defender in Colorado.

Mr. Bromley, along with his wife,
was a member of the Coles Elemen-
tary School Parent Teacher Associa-
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Christopher Nelson
Performs in Band

At Susquehanna Univ.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Christopher

Nelson of Scotch Plains is playing the
trumpet for Susquehanna University’s
stadium this fall.

The school’s stadium band plays at
all of the football games, the home-
coming parade and pep rally, and at
special events that occur throughout
the fall. Under the direction of Dr.
Valerie Martin, the band’s member-
ship is open by audition to all univer-
sity pupils.

Christopher, a freshman liberal arts
major, is a 2000 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Nelson.

Kramps took exception to the ap-
proved size of the referendum, which
is more than double the original esti-
mate of $16.9 million put forth Feb-
ruary 28 when the board approved a
grade reconfiguration of K-4, 5-8
and 9-12.

“I’m starting to have a real prob-
lem with these figures. I’m not sure
I can support it,” said Mrs. Kramps.

The February estimate incorpo-
rated construction of new classrooms
at Terrill Middle School to accom-
modate the influx of fifth graders;
construction of two new classrooms
at Coles Elementary; construction of
walled rooms in the media center
wings of School One, Brunner, Coles
and McGinn; renovations to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School; reno-
vations to Park Middle School; as
well as ADA compliance and tech-
nology enhancements.

Since then, estimates have esca-
lated as architects and administra-
tors identified additional renovation
and construction projects at each
school.

The board briefly discussed divid-
ing the referendum into two pieces.
Proposed by board member Richard
R. Meade, the idea was supported by
board member Jean McAllister only.

“I don’t see any luxury items,”
said Board Member Linda Nelson.
“What remains is basic. We’ve not
put major money into keeping up our
schools for almost 30 years.”

Mr. Meade backed off his recom-
mendation in an effort to achieve
unanimity among board members in
approving the referendum.

Said Mrs. McAllister, who reiter-
ated opposition to moving the fifth
grade into the middle school, “I think
the bond referendum fixes a shock-
ing multitude of bad decisions over
three decades.”

Referring to the state funding, she
added, “If we don’t join the queue
now, your tax dollars will go to some-
body else’s kid. I do think it’s an
even-handed approach to getting the
whole town better schools.”

“This is not a vote for a tax in-
crease,” said Board Member Tho-
mas Russo. “It’s a vote for better
schools. My vote is a vote for better
schools. It’s an investment we have
to make now. If we don’t, we do it
without state aid.”

“I have faith in the people who live
here....It’s going to be money well
spent.”

Board Member Lance Porter is
convinced the plan is on the right
track. “Put the whole 35 million out
there and go out there and do the
community relations we need to do,
that the survey says we have to do,”
he said. “It’s high time we decided as
a board that we’re going to do this.”

Mr. Saridaki criticized former boards
for closing certain elementary schools
and for not creating a link between the
two high school wings when the sec-
ond building was constructed. Mr.
Saridaki also voiced his disapproval
for the movement of the fifth graders
into middle school, but acknowledged
“the children still have to be housed.”

Board Vice President Dr. Donald
E. Sheldon presided over the meet-
ing in President Theresa Larkin’s
absence due to a family emergency.
Responding to the criticisms of past
boards, Dr. Sheldon said, “Decisions
were made as best they could with
the information available.”

He noted that, over the past 10
years, the emphasis of the current
administration and current board “has
been to contain increases in the bud-
get while improving the academic
and instructional program.”

In the process, he acknowledged,
“Facilities were shortchanged.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Board
Referendum

Draft Ordinance to Create
Open Spaces, No Development
Allowed Planned by SP Mayor

Longergan recounted prior investi-
gations of procedures he used during
motor vehicles stops as evidence of
ongoing hostility toward him by
Captain Nelson and the department.

Mr. Hansen stated that the key
factors for proving a hostile work-
ing environment must be “perva-
sive and persistent” negative con-
ditions, and that it must be shown
that the department knew about
these conditions but did nothing
about it.

“Those key factors are just not
present in this situation,” Mr.
Hansen contended. Mr. Hansen
claimed that proper procedures
were followed in launching all of
the cited investigations, and that
the department properly handled
any complaints made by the offic-
ers against Captain Nelson.

“Captain Nelson and Chief
O’Brien were required by law to
conduct an investigation into every
incidence where deadly force was
used,” said Mr. Hansen.

“This case is about guns, not
about race,” Mr. Hansen said. The
officers were reprimanded for their
performance, not because of their
race, he added. “No town would
want a police force that brandished
weapons unchecked,” he said.

The town’s insurance coverage
will pay for the legal council for
the officers who are defendants and
for the department, Mr. Hansen
explained. However, if the plain-
tiffs successfully win the suit, the
defendants will be personally re-
sponsible for paying all punitive
damages.

“I am very distraught by the po-
larization this suit is causing,” said
Mr. Hansen. “It’s likely to drag on
for many years and cost taxpayers
a lot of money.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Countersuit

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SCOTCH PLAINS MUSICIANS…William Shore and Luba Schnabel, both of
Scotch Plains, demonstrated their musical talents with the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra at the Richard P. Marasco Performing Arts Center
in Monroe Township last Sunday. William is a student of Ms. Schnabel.

Son of Former SP Mayor Charged
With Kidnap, Threats, Assault, Drugs
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nearly three
weeks after being charged with kid-
napping a 24-year-old Plainfield
woman, John T. Checchio of Scotch
Plains sits in the Union County jail
awaiting arraignment.

John Checchio is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Mauro Checchio, also of
Acacia Road. The senior Checchio
was mayor of Scotch Plains in 1959.

According to Captain Joseph
Protasiewicz of the Scotch Plains
Police Department, Officers Kevin
Lonergan and Brian Garbinski re-
sponded to two 911 calls placed from

Mr. Checchio’s 401 Acacia Road resi-
dence at about 6 a.m. on Saturday,
September 9.

The 43-year-old Mr. Checchio was
charged with kidnapping, criminal
restraint, aggravated assault and
making terroristic threats. Capt.
Protasiewicz said narcotic charges,
specifically possession of cocaine,
were also filed against Mr. Checchio.

Mr. Checchio is accused of having
abducted the victim from Richmond
Street in Plainfield and driving her to
his Scotch Plains home where he
made her disrobe. The police found
the woman locked in the basement.

The police captain could not give

more details of the incident, and
could not say who had called 911. He
would not say if the accused had any
criminal history nor if he had any
prior relationship with the victim.

The woman refused medical treat-
ment for injuries to her face, arm and
legs sustained while she tried to es-
cape from the Checchio house.

Mr. Checchio was transferred from
Scotch Plains to the county jail in
Elizabeth where he is being held in
lieu of bail set at $200,000, accord-
ing to Robert O’Leary of the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Mayor Martin L. Marks, looking
for another way to preserve open space
in Scotch Plains, is interested in es-
tablishing a new type of zone that
would designate certain property as
formal park land, off-limits to any
commercial or residential develop-
ment.

At the Township Council’s regular
meeting on Tuesday night, the Mayor
said he plans to discuss with his coun-
cil colleagues the drafting of an ordi-
nance that would create a new conser-
vation zone, to go along with existing
designations such as residential, com-
mercial, and industrial.

Mayor Marks said tracts of land
designated as being located in a con-
servation zone would be “property
that you could not do anything with.
We’d just leave it as is.”

After the meeting, he told The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that one
piece of property he had in mind is on
Martine Avenue located next to the
soccer field behind the south side fire
house. He also said he will discuss his
idea with the Township Environmen-
tal Commission and the Township
Planning Board.

On another matter, the council
awarded a contract to S. Rotondi &
Sons, Inc. for the loading, transporta-
tion and disposal of leaves during the
coming leaf pick-up, which is ex-
pected to begin at the end of October.
Rotondi’s successful bid was $1.89
per cubic yard; the contract of about
$47,000 calls for the handling of some
25,000 cubic yards of leaves this fall.

Mayor Marks joked that the award-
ing of the contract is “the official
signal that summer is now over.”

At the start of the meeting, the
council passed a resolution congratu-

lating Nychole Denise Hunt, a sixth-
grade student at Park Middle School,
for being named Miss New York/New
Jersey National Pre-Teen Hospitality
Queen. The council also passed a
resolution honoring 97-year-old
Harold Goettel, a township resident,
for his volunteerism and dedication to
Scotch Plains.

Mayor Marks also issued procla-
mations designating the week of Oc-
tober 1-8 as Lions Club Week and the
month of October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.

Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr. hailed the re-opening
on Monday of Kramer Manor Park,
which has undergone some signifi-
cant renovations, including a re-
vamped ballfield and soccer field,
new sidewalks and parking lot and
new modular playground equipment.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel re-
minded residents that they can help
promote instrumental and other mu-
sic programs in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district through the
“Music Boosters” program, which is
selling musical notes for $25. For
further information, please call (908)
889-6400, Extension No. 3.

Mayor Marks also told residents
that Scotch Plains Day will be held on
Saturday, October 7, in the downtown
business district. The day will kick off
with a five-mile road race. There will
also be a flea market, music on the
Village Green, sidewalk sales, a farm-
ers market, pony rides and a petting
zoo. The Mayor said the annual health
fair will be held, but noted that flu
shots will not be available at that time,
due to delays nationwide in getting
the vaccine ready to be administered.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

what she called “a sense of commu-
nity and a sense of neighborhood,”
as well as the local school system,
the train station and the close prox-
imity to just about everything in the
community.

The state of the downtown and
proposals for revitalization also gen-
erated significant discussion among
participants. They appeared to con-
cur that the best type of development
for South Avenue is the retail-com-
mercial variety.

Committee member Randall
Doliber asked governing body mem-
bers if any of them felt Fanwood
should attempt to emulate aspects of
Westfield’s downtown, with its pat-
tern of first-floor retail and second-
floor apartments or offices, com-
bined with various restaurants and a
centralized parking location. West-
field officials are progressing with
plans for a parking deck in that mu-
nicipality.

Mayor Jung responded that down-
town areas differ among the various
communities, adding that “you have

to go with what you have.”
Councilman Kline advised that

while some characteristics of
Westfield’s downtown could possi-
bly be incorporated into Fanwood’s
commercial district, officials would
also have to consider the potential
for traffic congestion that could ac-
company what he called “over-build-
ing.”

Mr. Whitaker noted that Rich-
ard Preiss, a professional planner
hired by the borough several
months ago to perform analyses of
the downtown, had labeled exist-
ing “retail gaps” as the “number
one problem” facing the business
district.

According to Mr. Whitaker, busi-
nesses which remain open a little
later, along with restaurants that ca-
ter to both lunch and dinner patrons,
would create an economically vi-
brant mix by enabling elements of
the downtown to “draw off of each
other.”

During the meeting, participants
also touched on prospects for shared
services. Earlier this year, Fanwood
and Scotch Plains, together with the
Board of Education for the towns’
shared school district, formed a com-
mittee to look at ways that resources
might be shared among the three
entities.

Due to economics and a dwindling
number of volunteers, speculation
arose that the borough might, in the
future, have to merge its police and
Public Works departments with those
of Scotch Plains, or combine  its own
volunteer fire department and rescue
squad.

Council members, however, were
not eager for such transformations
to take place, particularly among
the police and Public Works de-
partments. Councilwoman Mitchell
noted that each of these depart-
ments helps to give Fanwood its
identity.

On the subject of volunteerism,
Committee Chairwoman Donna
Dolce noted that only about 10 per-
cent of Fanwood’s population cur-
rently volunteers on behalf of the
community or other organizations.

Ms. Swindlehurst proposed an
educational program highlighting
the need for more volunteers —
particularly among the borough’s
emergency service ranks – and the
ramifications if these units should
become depleted.

Committee member Richard Bard
suggested that a coordinator could
be appointed to organize volunteers
for events throughout the year. Mr.
Whitaker remarked that such an in-
dividual could become part of the
borough’s Recreation Department.

The committee is expected to pre-
pare its final report during a Novem-
ber retreat, based on all the input
collected, which will be presented to
the council.

Long-Range Planning Committee
Reviews Proposals for Fanwood

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
• Theodore Clark, 41, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing and possession of drug parapherna-
lia at a South Avenue supermarket. Clark,
who was also wanted on outstanding
warrants from other towns, was trans-
ported to the Union County Jail.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
• A Plainfield man reported that he

was assaulted in the 190 block of Terrill
Road by four to eight unidentified black
males. The victim, who could give au-
thorities no further description of the sus-
pects, was transported by a friend to
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield, where he was treated and re-
leased for lacerations to his head and lip,
police said.

• A shoplifting incident occurred at
a South Martine Avenue pharmacy, in
which a black female in her 30s and a
white male in his 40s were reported to
have taken 10 packs of cigarettes. There
were no arrests made in connection
with the incident.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
• Two bicycle thefts were re-

ported. In the first case, an unlocked
bicycle was stolen from the side of
a house in the 150 block of Vinton
Circle. Police said the second inci-
dent involved a bicycle which had
been chained and locked at the
northside Fanwood train station. The
chain on the bicycle had been cut.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
• A pallet of decorative fieldstone

was taken from a residence on Locust
Avenue.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
• A 17-year-old Scotch Plains resi-

dent reported that he was assaulted by
two white male juveniles and one black
male juvenile who he told police had
accosted him for no apparent reason.
The victim, who could give police no
further description of the suspects,
had no visible injuries, authorities
said.

• Faron Fox, 30, of Gillette was
arrested on Terrill Road and charged
with driving while intoxicated and
with refusal to take a breathalyzer
test. He was released on his own re-
cognizance.

• Police said graffiti was spray painted
on the roadway surface in the 70 block of
Tillotson Road.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
• A woman reported that her purse

was taken while she was packing gro-
ceries inside a South Avenue supermar-
ket.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
• An unlocked bicycle was reported

stolen from a rear yard in the 40 block of
Third Street.

• Jewelry valued at $3,600, along
with $50 worth of cologne, were re-
ported stolen from a house in the 100
block of Glenwood Road.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
• Marco Ramirez, 61, of Elizabeth

was arrested at South and LaGrande
Avenues and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released on his own
recognizance.

tion. He was also a member of the
New Jersey and American Bar Asso-
ciations, the American Trial Law-
yers Association and the Historic
Preservation Society.

The candidate had been a Den
Father of a Coles School cub pack.
He also served as a member of
SCRAM (Southside Citizens Resist-
ing Area Mall), and was a member of
the Scotch Plains Democratic Club.

He was a member of the First
United Methodist Church in West-
field.

Mr. Bromley held a Bachelor of
Arts Degree from Fairleigh
Dickinson University and was a
graduate of the Denver Law School.

Funeral services had not been an-
nounced at press time.

*  *  *  *  *
Lawrence Henry contributed to

this story.
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Sorority Chapter Sets
Saturday Card Party
SCOTCH PLAINS – Phi Eta Omega

Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Inc., servicing Scotch Plains, will
host a Card Party/Luncheon this Satur-
day, September 30, from noon to 4
p.m., at Café Piacone 2000, 2991
Hamilton Boulevard in South
Plainfield.

The event will include cards, games,
food and door prizes. In addition, spe-
cial recognition will be given to volun-
teers who successfully coached the
sorority-sponsored project, the Scotch
Plains Chapter of the New Jersey Ora-
tors, to a state championship in June.

Phi Eta Omega Chapter is a recently
chartered chapter primarily servicing the
Scotch Plains community. Its mission is
to develop and implement programs to
enhance the achievements and self-es-
teem of youth in Scotch Plains and the
surrounding area.

Tickets to the Card Party/Luncheon
are $40 each. Proceeds will be used to
grant scholarships to high school seniors
in the Scotch Plains area.

For ticket information, please con-
tact Margaret Lewis at (908) 769-1792
or DrMLewis@webtv.net or Mary
Williams at (908) 233-9353 or
Mary@dblu.net.

Sue Mecca, M.A.
Adult and

Adolescent
Counseling

SPECIALIZING IN:

• At-risk Adolescents
• Chronic Illness
• Life-style Changes

114 South Euclid Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey

908-654-9776 908-322-9391447 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains

FORMERLY BREAKAWAY ICE CREAM & YOGURT

JENSEN�S
ICE CREAM CO

Buy One Cup or Cone
of  Ice Cream or Yogurt
GET ONE FREE

of the same size


