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Concepts & Thought
Westfield Students, Parents to Participate

In Nationwide Walk; Test Pedestrian Safety
WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,

October 4, students and parents from
Westfield’s public elementary schools
will walk to school for “National Walk
Our Children to School Day.” This
nationwide event is being celebrated as
an opportunity to rediscover walking
to school as a safe and healthy way for
parents to spend quality time with their
children.

A few days before the event, a special
raffle will be held at all of the schools.
The winning child will have the honor
of having Westfield Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim come to the house that morning
and walk with him or her to school.

“We’re trying to send the message
any way we can,” Mayor Jardim said.
“Drivers must slow down and share the
road with kids, pedestrians and people
on bicycles.”

Other raffle winners will find their
school principal waiting at their door in
the morning to walk to school with
them. Several other Westfield officials,
members of the Westfield Board of
Education, and Town Council plan to
“adopt” a school for that morning and
walk with a child from that school.

All walkers are asked to wear some-
thing red on the way to school that
morning, so they will be particularly
visible to passing cars.

After the walk, questionnaires will
be distributed to the adult walkers, ask-
ing them about the experience and their
opinion about the “walkability” of
Westfield’s streets. The completed
questionnaires will be submitted to lo-
cal traffic authorities and used to help
identify and correct unsafe pedestrian

conditions in town.
“We hope that Walk Our Children to

School Day will give busy parents a
chance to discover the special pleasure of
walking to school,” said Maureen Bentley
of Westfield’s BRAKES’s Group (Bik-
ers, Runners And Kids are Entitled to
Safety). “It’s a wonderful way to spend
precious time with our children to slow
down and walk at their pace instead of
rushing frantically through the morning
as so many of us do.”

The BRAKES Group is a pedestrian
safety organization in Westfield which

is coordinating the town-wide event.
The Partnership for a Walkable

America established National Walk Our
Children to School Day in 1997 to en-
courage parents to teach children about
pedestrian safety and become aware of
the difficulties and dangers children face
on their trip each day.

Since then, the event has grown
considerably. In 1999,  more than
300,000 children, parents, mayors and
legislators in 34 states participated.
This year, the number is expected to
increase.

Education Foundation
Sets Walk-A-Thon

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF) has set the date of Thursday,
October 5, to hold a school-wide
Walk-A-Thon at Deerfield School to
raise money for the MEF.

The Walk-A-Thon will be held on
school grounds. Students are asking
people in the community to be spon-
sors by agreeing to pledge an amount
per lap or a flat pledge. Students will
average approximately 35 laps with a
maximum of 50 laps.

When the Walk-A-Thon ends,
sponsors will receive an announce-
ment in the mail informing them of
the total pledge due based on the
number of laps the student completed.
Sponsors simply mail in their pledge
at that time.

WELCOME ADDITIONS…Parents, students, administrators, teachers, board
members and neighbors came to celebrate the additions to Franklin and
McKinley Elementary Schools this past Sunday. Ribbon-cutting ceremonies
and tours of the new classrooms were highlights of the day. A total of nine new
classrooms were erected at Franklin, top, and six at McKinley to accommodate
rising enrollment.

Workshop Series to Probe
Important Parenting Issues
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation Council with the cooperation of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Municipal Alliance Commit-
tee will present a series of six workshops
discussing important parenting issues.

These workshops are free of charge
and will be presented in two separate
series. Evening sessions will begin on
Tuesday, October 10, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
at Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains. For further information on evening
sessions, please call (908) 889-9475.

Afternoon sessions will occur on
Wednesday afternoons from 1:15 to
2:45 p.m. at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and will start on October
4. For further information on daytime

sessions, please call (908) 889-0100.
Each session is limited to 15 families.
 Each workshop will commence with a

video segment showing a common chal-
lenge to families. Following the program’s
step-by-step process, participants will learn
new background information, complete
activities to build and enhance their
parenting skills and work through struc-
tured activities with their children.

The workshops are based on Parents
Who Care: A Step-by-Step Guide for
Families with Teens. The program is
based on 20 years of research by the
authors Dr. J. David Hawkins and Dr.
Richard F. Catalano. Their research at
the University of Washington is focused
on understanding and preventing child
and adolescent health and behavior prob-
lems and on promoting the healthy de-
velopment of young people.

BLUEPRINTS ACCEPTED…Westfield’s Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam J. Foley explains the plans to expand and renovate Westfield High School to
his Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC). The blueprints were submitted by
architect Jamil Faridy, right, to Dr. Foley, the CAC and the Westfield Board of
Education. The blueprints were based on months of research and recommenda-
tions by the Citizens’ Advisory Committee, which was formed to explore space
concerns and program needs of a high school population which will increase by
36 percent in 2008. The proposed plans call for a science/technology wing to be
added to the school, as well as a number of additional classrooms and renovations.

Andrew W. Larson Earns
Degree at Auburn Univ.

WESTFIELD -- Andrew W.
Larson, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Stephen Larson of Westfield, earned
a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration from Auburn Univer-
sity in Auburn, Ala. on August 14.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Andrew majored in Manage-
ment Information Systems with a
minor in Economics.

Andrew, who has accepted a posi-
tion with People Soft, Inc., will attend
a seven-month training program in
Pleasanton, Calif., then be perma-
nently assigned to the Teaneck office
where he will specialize in Web-
Based Internet applications for busi-
ness.

Christian L. Fagin
Named to Dean’s List
At Randolph-Macon
WESTFIELD -- Christian L. Fagin,

the son of Mr. and Mrs. Scott L. Fagin of
Westfield, was named to the Dean’s List
for the spring semester 2000 at Randolph-
Macon College in Ashland, Va.

Christian is concentrating his stud-
ies in business administration. He is a
1998 graduate of Westfield High
School.

Geoffrey C. Van Deroef
Earns Bachelor’s Degree
FANWOOD – Centenary College

in Hackettstown announced recently
that Geoffrey C. Van Deroef of
Fanwood received his Bachelor of
Arts Degree. Geoffrey majored in
History and earned Certification in
Elementary Education.
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and Sport Medicine

Dr. Albert B. Thrower • Dr. David D. Bullek

Are Pleased To Announce The Relocation of Their
Westfield Office As of October 2, 2000 to:

202 Elmer Street, Westfield New Jersey
Phone (908) 232-7797 • (908) 232-0540 fax


