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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Political Forum
Samuel, Tripet Say Dems’

Decision Not to Spend
Surplus Was Best Decision

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Mayoral and Township Council candi-
dates, Geri Samuel Peter Tripet, respec-
tively, in a combined press statement
stated this week that, “Time has proven
that the Democratic budget plan adopted
last year set the township government
on an economic road of solid fiscal
responsibility.”

Mayoral candidate Samuel noted,
“The majority of the council last year
demonstrated political courage when it
refused to play politics with the
township’s surplus funds.

“The Democrats on the council
would not support a partisan political
effort by the Republicans to dump hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars of the
township’s rainy day funds into a one-
time tax break in the municipal budget.
Instead, the Democrats on the council
opted to act prudently.

“We heeded the advice and research of
the township manager, the township trea-
surer, and the township auditor and held
on to a healthy amount of the surplus
fends. Because of the type of financial
planning, taxpayers this year saw a zero
increase in the local government portion
of their property taxes.”

Councilwoman Samuel continued,
“Yes, we took some political heat last
year, but time has proven that we did
the right thing for the town. In fact now,
because of Democratic financial plan-
ning, the tax impact of the pending voter

referendum for school improvements is
more palatable.”

Mr. Tripet added that, “Careful and
prudent management of the
township’s surplus funds is a nearly
parallel issue to the debates taking
place on the national scene. Do we
simply return the funds to the taxpay-
ers in the form of quick-fix forms of
instant tax relief and worry about the
jump in the taxes in the future when
the surplus is depleted, or do we use
prudent financial management tech-
niques to protect the taxpayers’ inter-
est over the long hall?

“From what I’ve been hearing from
voters and taxpayers they’re looking for
officials who will take the high road and
do what is right For the community. Let’s
face it, the facts prove that had there been
more surplus used to subsidize the 1999
budget, there would not have been a zero
tax increase this year.”

Mrs. Samuel and Mr. Tripet concluded
by stating in their weekly press release
that, “Running a Township government
is often like running a household. You
use your savings prudently. You don’t
run out and spend them so that when a
crisis or emergency comes along you
find yourself with insufficient funds.”

Republicans Tout Openness
Of Government Under Marks

McDermott Places Upgrade
Of Fields As Top Priority

SCOTCH PLAINS – Openness and
accessibility of Scotch Plains govern-
ment continues to be the a major issue
in fall campaign, according to the Re-
publican Mayoral Township Council
candidates.

Mayor Martin L. Marks, the Mayoral
candidate in Scotch Plains first ever May-
oral election, and his running-mate, Coun-
cil hopeful Paulette Coronato, said the
consensus among some members of the
Township Council and the community is
that the 2000 Council under Mayor Marks
is more open to citizens than that of last
year on Democratic leadership.

“Being in the minority in 1999 was
frustrating on many fronts. Perhaps
the most frustrating was the way the
concept of free speech was handled. I
was disappointed with the tenor of the
council meetings and how both coun-
cil members and the general public
were at times ruled out of order and not
allowed to speak.

“When I was sworn in as mayor in
January, I promised to show a stark

contrast to 1999, and it is a promise I
have kept. Rules of the council meetings
were changed to allow for additional
public inquiry and comment, and no
one has been ruled out of order or told
they could not speak,” the Mayor stated.

“What a difference a year makes,”
said Mrs. Coronato.

“This year has been an overwhelm-
ing success when it comes to open
government,” she added.

“The credit must go to Mayor Marks,
as he really set the proper tone at the
beginning of the year and has followed
through on his pledge for a friendly and
accessible government.

“I feel strongly that residents should
not have to hesitate in approaching their
local representatives for fear that they
will be treated rudely or ruled out of
order. We must continue to do everything
possible to facilitate an open dialogue
between the public and the local govern-
ment, even when there is criticism or
disagreement,” Mrs. Coronato stated.

WESTFIELD — With more than
1,000 Westfield children participating in
the fall soccer season alone, Westfield
Republican Mayoral candidate Gregory
S. McDermott said this week Westfield’s
playing fields are showing signs of age
and overuse and improvements to the
fields must become an immediate prior-
ity for town government.

“Our fields are the cornerstone of our
town’s recreation and athletic programs,”
said Mr. McDermott, who represents the
First Ward on the Town Council. “The
town must begin to make improvements
to the fields most in need and pursue a
cost-effective strategy for regular main-
tenance,” he said.

Mr. McDermott noted that Westfield
will be receiving a $50,000 state grant
earmarked for parks and recreation,
which, he noted, was obtained through
the efforts of Republican Councilman
Matthew P. Albano and Westfield’s leg-
islative delegation, and he believes it
should be dedicated for refurbishing
playing fields.

“I will recommend we use the funds to
hire a professional landscaper to address
the most stressed fields, such as those at
Tamaques Park,” remarked Mr.
McDermott.

As the Town Council Liaison to the
Westfield Board of Education, Mr.
McDermott said he has participated in
meetings between town officials and
the board on this issue and is encour-
aged by discussions of a shared-ser-
vices agreement that would facilitate
ongoing maintenance at both town
and school fields.

“I fully support an agreement that
would enable the Department of Public
Works and the Board of Education to
establish a system for sharing the
workload, equipment and costs of field
maintenance,” said Councilman
McDermott.

“It would be my hope that cost-sav-
ings achieved through this arrangement
would enable the town to commit to
further improvements to fields through-
out town,” said Mr. McDermott.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that on

October 5, 2000 at 7:30 p.m.
in the

Scotch Plains Municipal Building
430 Park Avenue

the Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment will hold a public hear-
ing which has been continued from the prior public hearings
to consider the following application:

Marke Enterprises, Inc. t/a Bowcraft Amusement Park,
a non-conforming use in the ML-1 zone, for a use
variance to permit the installation of a water play-
ground which would include slides, pools and tow-
ers as high as 33 feet, a maintenance building and
re-configured and additional parking at the prop-
erty located at 2545 Route 22 West (Block 4802, Lots
9, 10, 11, 12), Scotch Plains. These lots border resi-
dential properties, which have constantly been
abused by this applicant. Said proposals constitute
an expansion of a non-conforming use, pursuant to sec-
tion 23.3.8 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires
the granting of a Use Variance.

Applicant is also requesting a waiver of site plan approval
for these proposals. If that doesn't work , alternatively the
applicant is seeking site plan approval. The applicant is seek-
ing all required waivers under N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70c.

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS MAY
BE PRESENT AND BE HEARD

The file pertaining to the application is in the office of the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment, in the Municipal Building at 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, and is available for public inspection dur-
ing regular office hours.

HEALTHY MALES & FEMALES 18-60 YEARS OF AGE

Needed to Participate in a Clinical Trial

Find us online: www.centerwatch.com then Clinical Trials, Phase I

Call 1-800-FOR-CPU3
(1-800-367-2783)


