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ADULATION
Man’s best friend through the ages

has been his dog, which for the most
part, offers its master loyalty and
affection, while requiring very little
in return. The wagging of a canine’s
tail is a welcome sign to all, but it
expresses something special to its
owner — adulation.

Ancient people understood the
special bond between man and his
dog, for the origin of adulation is an
old Sanskrit word meaning “dog’s
tail.” The current meaning of adula-
tion is “excessive praise or flattery.”

The English have an expression, to
wag one’s knickers at everyone,
which means “to be extremely so-
ciable and outgoing.” This figurative
form of wagging is certainly more
welcome than the finger-wagging
kind that people use on one another
to show disapproval.Fines For Financing Government: A Back Door

Revenue Grab That Really Bothers Us
Its aggravating when you get a fine for illegal

parking or for a minor traffic violation. You shrug it
off and pay it, realizing you did something wrong.
You vow to be more careful in the future. Sure,
enforcement is designed to correct civic behavior for
the public good. Right?

Well, we used to think so, but we now have growing
doubts. Government is perfecting a new way of
extricating money from the public to finance projects.
That is, increase enforcement and fines for the sake
of generating revenue. In our view, this is not a good
thing, and it has nothing to do with correcting
behavior for the public good.

Here’s how you can tell the difference between
legitimate law enforcement and a back door revenue
grab.

EZ Pass has several millions of dollars of added
fines built into its business plan. By design, the
additional fines are needed to pay for the expenditure
and to run the business, e.g., the computers and
surveillance cameras that were installed to watch you
and which can automatically send you a ticket in the
mail.

The public has been duped by the State of New
Jersey to give them all its personal data when signing
up for EZ Pass. The public pays the State in advance
for the privilege. They know how fast we travel from

stop to stop. And they know our habits. To get the
revenue they need, they can just adjust the settings on
the computer and automatically fine us by mail. If we
don’t pay, they can debit our credit cards, because
they have our numbers on file.

At the federal level, we received a call from some
campers who were on the Appalachian Trail at the
Delaware Water Gap National Park. According to the
campers, they were searched without cause for drugs
and alcohol. None was found. After going through all
the campers gear and tent without success, the Rang-
ers gave them a ticket for $50. Why? Because their
tent was pitched 10 feet from the trail. Apparently,
the park regulation says you must be 20 feet. We
know of several other such stories at the Delaware
Water Gap.

It seems like there is a law or regulation for
everything that subjects the public to fines. No one
knows what they are, not even the lawyers. There are
many more important things for our police to do than
be sales agents for government businesses.

We think the government, the courts and the law-
yers should stay out of the business of selling justice
for the sake of generating revenue. We think that
enforcement should be designed and administered to
correct civic behavior for the public good and to
enhance the quality of life. What do you think?

By DONALD T. DiFRANCESCO

A Tax Rebate, Prescription Subsidy
For State’s Seniors, Disabled Persons

FROM THE  DESK OF THE SENATE PRESIDENT

It is the dream of most New Jersey
seniors to spend their golden years in
good health and in the comfort and
security of their own home. For many,
however, the rising costs of health
care and home ownership are turning
this dream into a nightmare.

Record levels of economic growth
over the past year afford New Jersey
the opportunity to return the state’s
prosperity to the people, particularly
to a senior population that is growing
older and living longer. That is why
I am proposing a two-pronged effort
to offer relief to New Jersey seniors.

Under a $400 million property tax
relief program, I will be introducing
in the New Jersey Senate this fall,
seniors could begin to see direct prop-
erty tax relief as early as next year.
Specifically, the four-point plan calls
for a 50 percent increase in the maxi-
mum homestead rebate for seniors
and the disabled, an annual cost-of-
living provision in the Homestead
Rebate Program, a quadrupling of
the municipal aid block grant pro-
gram and a doubling of the New
Jersey Saver Program.

For the senior citizens and dis-
abled residents who currently receive
maximum homestead rebates of
$500, this program provides wel-
come, if not overdue, news. The cur-
rent $500 maximum was established
more than a decade ago and we rec-
ognize that the program, as it is right
now, has not kept pace for those on
fixed incomes. This program not only
increases Homestead Rebate checks
from the current maximum of $500
to a maximum of $750 a year from
now, but it also calls for all Home-
stead Rebate checks to be indexed to
the rate of inflation beginning in
2002.

This initiative will not draw down
the state surplus nor will it raise the
state’s debt, but it will provide relief
for seniors who want to stay in their
own homes.

In the second program, I will pro-
pose the state’s first-ever discount
prescription plan for middle-income
senior citizens and disabled persons.
The program, to be known as the
Senior Gold Prescription Discount
Program, would provide coverage
based on income, to senior and dis-
abled residents who are not eligible
for PAAD or any other state-funded
prescription program. It is truly in-
tended to provide a safety net for
seniors who are falling between the

cracks, some 100,000 people of mod-
erate income who may be without a
prescription plan.

Senior Gold participants will be
able to go to the pharmacy of their
choice and the total cost of the pre-
scription will be a $15 co-pay plus 50
percent of the remaining cost of the
drug. In addition, Senior Gold will
provide 100 percent of the cost of
prescriptions after a single person
has incurred $2,000 in prescription
bills and a couple, $3,000.

We know there are seniors in our
state who are choosing between the
medicine they must take or the bills
they need to pay. Providing direct
property tax relief and offering pre-
scription coverage for middle-income
seniors are two ways we can help
New Jersey seniors make decisions
that are in the best interest of their
health, welfare and future.

Letters to the Editor
One More Reader Calls for Referendum

On Parking Deck and All Major Spending
I applaud Mr. Watson’s letter in your

“Letters to The Editor” section calling
for a voter referendum, that appeared in
the September 12 issue. I and many
others in Westfield are in agreement
with Mr. Watson. I am convinced that
the Mayor and Town Council do not
represent the interests of the majority of
residents in this town. I think it’s about
time your newspaper woke up to this
fact.

Instead of printing campaign drivel
in the “Political Forum” section, why
doesn’t your publication take the lead
in finding out what the voters of
Westfield want and expect from their
local officials? Armed with this infor-
mation, you can then query the politi-
cians seeking election in this town to
find out if they really have the voters’
interests at heart.

The parking deck is a perfect ex-
ample of the local government caving
into special interests, and using the
funds (taxes) of the majority to pay for

it. A voter referendum on this issue
would make sure that the majority opin-
ion prevails.

I urge your publication to take the
lead in bringing the voter referendum
issue to the forefront.  It’s time to
make the government accountable to
their bosses (THE VOTERS). A
change in the town bylaws to require
a referendum on major expenditures
is, I believe, the perfect solution. I’m
sick of the apathetic attitude of vot-
ers. It’s time to make a statement to
the Westfield government. I propose
that instead of voting for the Republi-
can or Democratic candidate for
Mayor this November, let’s show our
displeasure with the fabulous job
Westfield’s government is doing by
writing in “NO DECK” or “REFER-
ENDUMS” when casting our ballots
for Mayor.

Bill Darchi
Westfield

The Downtown ‘Mall’: Reader Points Out
‘There’s Realty, and Then There’s Reality’
I have been living on East Broad Street

for almost eight years now, directly in the
forefront of what has “become” Westfield.

Currently, I am sitting at my com-
puter in front of a window that overlooks

Broad Street. It is 9:30 p.m.
I am writing now because of a startling

sound I heard: a tractor trailer making a
delivery. I used to hear this sound be-
tween one and three a.m. on various
nights throughout the week as deliveries
are being made to Panera’s. Well, now
they are here at a more responsible hour
and I find it equally annoying!!!

I know that, as a renter, I seem to have
virtually no rights as a citizen. But I can
tell you that over the past two years since
all the mall stores sprung up, I have
witnessed and contacted the police about
crimes, like the smashing of a plate glass
door at Snacks and Such, and overheard an
armed robbery at Panera’s, when I had the
non-privilege of hearing an employee tell
one of the many Westfield police officers
who arrived for this late night crime that
“He had a gun and ran out back!”

Disconcerting!
Unless those who approve of this

new “they will come if you build it”
mentality of Westfield are willing to
dome and seal off this brave new eco-
nomic world, they will find that their
hoped-for higher property values rates
will plummet as a result of the low
levels to which a town that pretends to
be a mall can sink.

There’s realty and then there is real-
ity! Which one is the right choice is the
question. Better yet, just how much is
enough for some?

Beverly McGrath
Westfield

Movies Should
Entertain Instead

Of Revolt Us
Because I had seen Greg Kinnear on a

number of talk shows hinting at the
hilarious moments in his new movie,
Nurse Betty, I went to see it with a
neighbor.

What we saw put us in shock. In
simple words, Nurse Betty showcases
sadistic violence, filthy language, crude
sex and a weak story line. And it wasn’t
even funny!

Our thoughts during the interminable
120 minutes were these: How are films
such as this going to affect our teenagers
and younger children who are able to
view them when they come out on video?
The time has come for Hollywood to
again produce intelligent, humorous and
thought-provoking films. We used to go
to the movies to be entertained, not
repulsed.

Shirley Hooper
Westfield

UNICO, St. Bartholomew’s Church
Say ‘Thank You’ For Festival Help

Labor Day weekend marked the 26th
consecutive festival co-sponsored by St.
Bartholomew’s Church, Scotch Plains,
and the Scotch Plains/Fanwood Chapter
of Unity Neighborliness Integrity Char-
ity Opportunity (UNICO) National.

This annual event raises money for
scholarships and charities supported by
UNICO, and church activities, charities
and organizations sponsored by St.
Bartholomew’s Church.

The festival provides an array of Ital-
ian foods and deserts, rides for young
children and various games of skill or
chance. People attending the festival
typically leave with a good meal, hope-
fully some prizes and a smile on their
face.

To run effectively, the festival re-
quires more than 200 volunteers each of
four nights — each providing three hours
of volunteer service.

The Festival Committee, UNICO and
St. Bartholomew’s Church want to thank
all those who volunteered. Through your
efforts, during the festival or behind the
scenes, we are again able to provide
support and help to many people in need.

The Festival Committee
Scotch Plains

Scout Jonathan Lau
Lauded for Improving

Tuttle Parkway
Thanks and congratulations are due to

Westfield High School senior Jonathan
Lau, who earlier this month earned credit
towards his Eagle Scout badge (Troop
No. 72 of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield) by improving and planting
the foundation garden bed on the Tuttle
Parkway side of the Roosevelt Interme-
diate School.

The border is now well-stocked with
shrubs and perennials generously do-
nated by Williams Nursery. Thanks to
Jonathan Lau’s initiative and hard work,
a very public part of Westfield has been
upgraded and beautified.

Teresa Whitehead
Westfield
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New Bridge Over Route 22?
Not So Fast There, DOT

When the state Department of Transportation (DOT)
told Scotch Plains this past summer that it wanted to
build a new bridge across Route 22, linking Park Avenue
with Bonnie Burn Road, the township government was
instructed to reply quickly with its response to the plan.

Despite this pressure from Trenton to act hastily, we
urge township officials to take their time. A new bridge
would affect not only the area around Route 22, but
would have far-reaching ramifications elsewhere in Union
County as well.

The new four-lane bridge would replace the 40-year-
old overpass located just west of the proposed structure
and allow for a direct lining-up of Park Avenue and
Bonnie Burn Road. Like Freud said about cigars, some-
times a bridge is just a bridge.

In this case, however, it’s not a matter of simply
replacing one bridge with another one. The township —
and the state — must consider what a new bridge would
mean for Scotch Plains (especially the downtown busi-
ness district) and the neighboring communities of
Fanwood and Watchung.

Scotch Plains’ central business district, through which
Park Avenue runs, is now in the midst of revitalization
efforts that, it is hoped, will lure shoppers into the
downtown and help further the “hometown feeling”
being promoted by local business owners.

A new bridge, only several hundred yards from the
downtown, will increase the number of cars and trucks
using Park Avenue as a convenient route to Route 78 and
other points north.

What effect would a traffic-clogged street in the
middle of downtown Scotch Plains have on existing
businesses there? What will business owners who are
considering relocating to Scotch Plains think about all
the traffic? Would street parking still be permitted on
Park Avenue? It would be a shame if all the downtown
rejuvenation efforts were choked off by midtown Man-
hattan-like traffic jams.

It was interesting to hear that, when Scotch Plains

officials contacted neighboring towns about the pro-
posed new bridge, those towns said they had little or no
knowledge of the plans. Apparently, the DOT thinks that
a new bridge in Scotch Plains is just that — a new bridge
in Scotch Plains. But it isn’t.

Traffic on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains — especially
in bad weather, when drivers tend to move slower —
could very quickly turn into traffic on Martine Avenue in
Fanwood.

There has been talk about re-routing northbound truck
traffic from the Martine-Park corridor onto Terrill Road,
a half-mile to the west, but this proposal would unleash
further complications, namely the potential for traffic
knots at the intersection of Martine and South Avenues in
downtown Fanwood.

Equally, what about Watchung to the north? What
effects would a new bridge and increased traffic have on
that community? In the DOT’s mind, apparently, none.

Perhaps state transportation officials forgot that Bonnie
Burn Road and other roads north of Scotch Plains link up
with Route 78. Homeowners in the area, both in Scotch
Plains and Watchung, may also have a few thoughts on
the primary and secondary effects of any new bridge
crossing Route 22. So, too, might some of the business
owners near the proposed bridge; their operations could
be affected by new ingress and egress rules for motorists
trying to visit their businesses.

It is amazing, quite frankly, that getting the state to
approve something like a new traffic light at a secondary
intersection seems to take forever, while the state has the
nerve to demand an immediate response to its plans for
a new bridge that would have effects on traffic and
quality of life stretching for miles.

This issue needs careful and substantive discussion
and consultation, not only in Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Watchung and the Union County governments, but also
with those officials in Trenton who seem to want impor-
tant decisions to be made now, while worrying about the
consequences later.

Letters to the Editor
Reader Calls  Renovation
At Sycamore ‘Terrible’
We here in Westfield just spent a

lot of money on a contractor to redo
Sycamore Field. The reason we did
this was that the field was unleveled
and always wet. So this field gets
redone.

The field is somewhat level now;
unfortunately, it is like a swamp. The
field is wetter than ever. Is this be-
cause the town does not do anything
when a contractor takes them? It
would appear that the town gives out
these contracts for jobs to be done
with no follow-up.

This job was terrible. If this is the
end result, the field should have been
left alone. The taxpayers would have
saved a lot of money. The town is
sending town employees over there
to fix the contractor’s mistakes. When
does it stop?

We need someone from the town
to take responsibility for this. Who
will answer?

Brian Daly
Westfield

Corzine Volunteer Works on County Tab,
‘Verbally Abuses’ Reader Who Asks Why

Why can’t Senate candidate Jon
Corzine just get his own people to go
out and campaign for him? What is it
with him that he has to use Union
County employees to do his bidding?

I met one of his Union County vol-
unteers at the Saturday performance
of the county’s Jersey Jazz by the
Lake Festival and it was not a pretty
sight. Now, I may have been confused
about what the volunteer was doing
when I saw him in the parking lot of
Union County College. I saw him
placing “Corzine for Senate” litera-
ture on the windshields of the cars
parked there.

That confusion was because I rec-
ognized the volunteer as an employee
of the county. He was wearing a Union
County backstage pass for the festi-
val. No Corzine I.D. was on him at all.
Only county identification. So how
was I to know?

So I went over to the backstage area
where I met up with the volunteers’
county department head, and I asked
about this volunteer and his passing out
campaign literature on public property.
His boss told me that it should not be any
of my concern because the person is
volunteering his time for Corzine.

Afterwards, while I’m enjoying the
music of the jazz festival, the volunteer,
who must have spoken with his county
department head, came up to me and
started yelling and screaming in my
face that it was none of my business
what he was doing. All the while, people
sat there in horror as this volunteer
yelled in my face that he is a Corzine
volunteer. I had to remind the county
employee that he works for me and all
these people that he is scaring. All that
did was enrage him all the more.

The next day, I found out about a
little-known county policy regarding
“Comp Time,” where an employee
can receive time off for working extra
hours, such as volunteering at a county
event such as the Jazz Festival. It is
possible that this Union County em-
ployee will be paid for his day off
volunteering with Union County tax
dollars — tax dollars that will aid the
Senate campaign of one Jon Corzine.

I cannot support any candidate that
allows for this abuse to go on — if not
the abuse of wasting tax dollars, then
the verbal abuse by a county employee
of a citizen.

Vincent Lehotsky
Elizabeth
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