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News
Highlights

Republican Freeholder Hopefuls Vow to Enhance
Efficiency and Dialogue In County Government

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — From tax hikes
for western Union County commu-
nities to proposed medical waste and
garbage transfer stations, Republi-
can Freeholder candidates vowed to
keep the debate on the issues and not
personalities.

At a breakfast meeting held re-
cently in Westfield, Wally Shackell
of Cranford, Al Dill of Summit and
Esther D. Guzman-Malcolm of
Roselle noted that county spending
and the Democrats’ current 9-0 hold
on the board form the centerpiece of
their campaign.

The GOP candidates said more
needs to be done to increase effi-
ciency in county government and re-
duce duplication of services that are
also provided at the municipal level.
The candidates also have vowed not
to support freeholder salary raises.
The current board has increased its
wages retroactively the past two years.

“We’ve all been involved in com-
munity service. We are not out here
to make a buck,” said Mr. Shackell.

To enhance efficiency, Mr.
Shackell has proposed a technology
audit by a non-political firm to help
streamline operations, including plac-

ing some operations on-line so that
they are accomplished electronically.

He said the county’s Web site is

more than a public relations tool for
the freeholders.

“The paper trail at the county is
amazing,” Mr. Shackell said.

Mr. Dill stated the county’s Free-
holder Scholarship Program should
not fall on the backs of the taxpayers.
The scholarships, paid for by the

county, are available to Union County
residents who attend Union County
College.

Mr. Dill said private partnerships
with Union County corporations such
as Merck & Co. Inc., Schering Plough
or Novartis should be sought.

Mr. Shackell, a teacher for 31 years
at the Somerset County Vocational
and Technical School, said tuitions

at Union County College are the
second highest in the state. He sug-
gested formation of a foundation to
generate private sector funding to
support the college.

The Republicans have charged that
the current board does not do enough
to communicate with the electorate.

They cited the board’s decision to

ditch the recommendations of its ad
hoc committee on open space which
supported a 10-year open space and
recreation trust fund, in favor of a 20-
year program.

Mr. Dill noted
that an open space
fund is meant to
preserve undevel-
oped land for park
land and not just
to fund mainte-
nance of existing
parks. He said pri-
vate corporations
could be brought
in to sponsor a
park, thus reduc-
ing the impact on
county taxpayers.

Mr. Shackell
and Mr. Dill, who
both ran last year
for Freeholder,
have elected expe-
rience at the local
level. Mr. Shackell is a former Cran-
ford Mayor and Township Commit-
teeman, while Mr. Dill is a former
Summit City Councilman.

Among the GOP’s pet peeves con-
cerning the Democratic board is prop-
erty taxes. The board and county
officials have noted that the free-
holders have been reducing the over-
all county tax levy. In fact, the levy,
which was flat this year, actually
went down in 1999. However, that
doesn’t please the Republicans.

“The towns that pay the most get

This is the first engagement of
the Westfield Lecture Series.

Look for other upcoming
lectures! Don’t miss “Special

Children” a presentation of two
films by Academy Award
winning Director, Beverly

Shafer. Thursday, November
30th at 7:30pm at The

Children’s Specialized Hospital
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“Our fields are the cornerstone of our town’s recreation 
and athletic programs.” – Greg McDermott

Earmark State Grant of $50,000 to refurbish playing fields.

Shared Service Agreement with Department of Public Works
and Board of Education to share the workload, equipment 
and costs of field maintenance.

Pursue cost-effective strategy for regular maintenance and
upkeep through a long range capital improvement budget.

The McDermott Team 
Plan to Save Our Fields
More than 1000 Westfield children will 
participate in this falls soccer season. Yet 
our playing fields are deteriorating quickly
and improvements must be become an
immediate priority for our town government.

The McDermott team will undertake a 
proactive plan to make improvements to 
the fields most in need and pursue a cost-
effective strategy for regular maintenance
and upkeep. 
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SP GOP Slates
Golf Event Oct. 3
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains

Republicans will host their annual golf
outing on Tuesday, October 3, to ben-
efit the election campaign of Mayor
Martin Marks and Township Council
candidate Paulette Coronato.

Tee time is 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club. Prizes will be awarded
for hole in one, closest to pin and
longest drive. Sponsorships are avail-
able. Dinner will be served indoors
from 5 to 8 p.m.

Reservations are required. For more
information, please call Pat Sigmon
at (908) 889-6300, extension no. 101.

*  *  *  *  *

Williams Nursery
Marks 80th Year
WESTFIELD — Williams Nurs-

ery in Westfield will celebrate its 80th
anniversary this Sunday, October 1.
The business was started in 1920 by
William “Edward” Williams.

The Williamses rebuilt their busi-
ness during the depression after deed-
ing half their land to the Union County
Parks System and their inventory to
the Echo Lake Country Club.

Today, David Williams is in charge
of marketing and running the general
operations. Denise Williams Jack-
son is the gift shop manager while
her husband, Greg, is responsible for
sales, displays and production.

*  *  *  *  *
McCain to Stump

For Ferguson
UNION – United States Senator John

McCain (R-Ariz.) will attend a rally for
Republican Congressional contender
Michael A. Ferguson on Saturday, Oc-
tober 7, at 6 p.m. at the Elks Lodge in
Union. For information, please call
Ferguson Campaign Headquarters at
(908) 604-2000.

Wally Shackell

Albert Dill

Esther D. Guzman-Malcolm

the least from the county,” said Mr.
Shackell.

Mr. Dill said the Democrats are
relying on the county surplus to sta-
bilize property taxes instead of re-

ducing spending
through more effi-
cient government.

The Republi-
cans also said more
needs to be done to
reduce the dupli-
cation of services
being covered by
both the county
and its 21 munici-
palities.

Mr. Shackell
said while he
agrees with the
concept of a
Shared Services
Committee, the
one created by the
county has turned
into no more than

political patronage for friends of
the freeholders.

One last area, if not a major issue
in the fall campaign, is the impact
new garbage facilities will have in
Linden. A medical waste facility and
a garbage transfer station (for New
York-based garbage) are planned.

Mr. Dill said these facilities rep-
resent no economic benefit for Union
County and might even present a
health problem to residents. Envi-
ronmentalists have warned such
waste should be treated on site at
medical facilities.

“Are they (the freeholders) trying
to make Union County the garbage
capital of the world?” Mr. Shackell
questioned.

Looking at the race, he said he and his
running mates want to bring a dialogue
and open discussion on the issues that
are going to affect Union County.”

Noting that this type of dialogue
does not exist with the present board,
Mr. Shackell said the freeholders
are, “Nine bodies with one head.”

After that comment, he vowed to
stay away from personality attacks.


