
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, September 28, 2000 Page 13

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Check it out on the Web site!

www.goleader.com
Sports Section - Pages 13-17

CARAVELLO’S, VALLA TAKE 1, 2 ,3 IN ALL-AROUND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Humble
Somerville Girls, 104.25-96.2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Area high school gymnasts have
been aware that Westfield High School
gymnastics has quite a one, two punch
with twins Lauren and Jessica
Caravello. Well, add another punch
with freshman Krissy Valla as Lauren,
Jessica and Krissy respectively placed
one, two, three in the all-around to
lift the Blue Devils well over the
Somerville Pioneers, 104.25-96.2,
in Westfield on September 21.

Lauren grabbed the top scores in
the all-around, the vault and the
uneven bars and tied with Jessica
on the floor exercise with respec-
tive totals of 35.75, 8.9, 9.4 and 9.2
while placing third on the balance
beam with a mark of 8.25.

Lauren won the vault by per-
forming a difficult half twist on to
a Tsukahara (one-and-half back
flip) dismount maneuver. On the
unevens, the two-time state cham-
pion, instead of anchoring, went
third in the five-person rotation fea-
turing a front cutaway to a kip-up,
a glide giant swing on the low bar,
transferring to the high bar, then
performing various giants with turns
and dismounting with an extremely
difficult double flip flyaway.

It was just a decoy “We noticed
their high to low bar release routines
so I blended in third hoping that they
would not notice mine,” commented
Lauren vaguely with a grin.

In addition to sharing first with
Lauren on the floor, Jessica seized
second on the all-around, the bars
and the beam with respective scores
of 34.8, 8.8 and 8.4. Jessica, who has
a superb beam routine, performed
two back handsprings, two back
scales, two ring leaps, a hitch-kick
side aerial and dismounted with a
layout gainer. A fall on her side aerial
did cost her 0.5 of a point.

“It’s just like a 50-50 chance of
getting it right,” said Jessica

Valla placed second on the vault
with an 8.7 and third in the all-
around, the bars and the floor with
respective marks of 33.7, 8.4 and
8.8. Her beam routine was very

smooth but her score seemed a little
low at 7.8

“She (judge) said it was because I
didn’t connect my tumbling series or
my leap series and had no bonus
points,” explained Valla.

Valla’s vaulting routine also con-
sisted of the difficult half-on-
Tsukahara dismount and on the
unevens, she soared with flowing

giant swings, smooth transfers and a
fine flyaway dismount.

“She is on our club team, so we
knew how good she was,” said Lauren
of Valla. “She makes a really good
third all-around for us.”

If the Caravellos and Valla packed
quite a punch, then Blue Devils
Rachel Skolnick, Christine Massa
and Jess Guerriero added some
sharp jabs with impressive perfor-
mances of their own.

Skolnick’s floor routine which
earned her an 8.2 consisted of a
Valdez to handstand pirouettes, a
layout back flip, flowing dance rou-
tines and a back tuck flip. On the
vault, she performed a half-on-full-
twisting handspring dismount to to-
tal an 8.1. Massa performed high
leaps, flowing scales and back walk-
overs on the beam and Guerriero
really got the Blue Devils going on
the floor, featuring a back hand-
spring series, two styles of back
flips and a Valdez to earn an 8.1

The Blue Devils won a very tight
meet with the Pioneers last year
and, just a week ago, had a very fine
107.45 team total against
Bridgewater-Raritan, but seemed a
little disappointed with today’s
score.

“Our beam wasn’t on and we
were not hitting our jumps well
enough,” said Lauren. “We know
we can do better than that.”

The Blue Devils host Union to-
day at 4:15 p.m. but better be hit-

ting their jumps when they travel to
Randolph on Tuesday, October 3.

DALY TOTALS 228 YARDS, 2 TDS; BLUE DEVIL DEFENSE CRACKS RAIDERS

Blue Devils Click on Offense, Defense;
Ground Air Oriented Raiders, 24-6

By BRUCE JOHNSON AND DAVID B.
CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

He came up to the varsity last year
as a sophomore with a reputation for
being a big hitter. Despite his size (5-
foot-9, 170 pounds), Matt Daly
picked up a varsity letter with his
hard hitting on special teams and as
a backup inside linebacker.

Last Saturday, in a misty rain at
Gary Kehler Stadium, Daly showed
he’s pretty darn good on the other
side of the football, scoring two
touchdowns and running for 146
yards on just nine carries, leading
Westfield to a 24-6 Watchung Con-
ference victory over arch-rival Scotch

Plains-Fanwood.
Daly is still a backup on the depth

chart — behind senior captain Mike
Mroz at fullback, behind senior Dave
King and junior Matt Andzell at in-
side linebacker. But coach Ed
Tranchina may have to find a way to
get the fiery junior more playing time.

Daly put the finishing touches on a
pretty good offensive display (228
yards on the ground) by Westfield,
breaking off an 85-yard touchdown
in the fourth quarter for the final
points of the game. That was the
ninth longest run in school history,
and the longest since Lamont Wallace
(who also wore No. 1) broke off an

86-yarder against Irvington in 1991.
Daly, whose playing style reminds
old-timers of 1966 all-stater Doug
Murphy, started off right tackle, broke
wide and raced down the sideline in
front of the WHS bench.

“I have two terrific fullbacks in
Mike Mroz and Matt Daly. They
rotate and keep each other fresh,”
said Tranchina. “And that was a big
plus. That was our success.”

That was the finishing touch to a
solid effort by the Blue Devils (2-
1), who travel to Newark’s
Untermann Field tomorrow (2:45
p.m.) for a critical game against
Shabazz, which already owns vic-
tories over Scotch Plains and Lin-
den. With a bye week next week —
and Union, Irvington and Eliza-
beth coming to town the following
three Saturdays — tomorrow’s

game takes on extra importance.
Through three games, the defense

has been Westfield’s strong point, and
that was the story again Saturday.
Westfield is unscored upon in the first
three periods so far. Although Cran-
ford, Linden and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood each scored one touchdown,
they all were in the final period.

Against the Raiders, the Devils
were facing a team that scored 47
points against them a year ago and
piled up 432 yards of total offense
(including 353 on the ground). This
time, SP-F was limited to 132 yards
of total offense. Junior QB Brian
Schiller, who threw four touchdowns

a week earlier, was limited to just
seven completions in 31 attempts
(though quite a few catchable passes
were dropped).

“We knew that we had to play hard
but our intensity wasn’t there,” said
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.
“They played harder and we were
flat.”

The Blue Devils were especially
demonstrative in making cracking
tackling. “Sticks! – cracking tackles
– I think it had an impact on their
receivers. As you could see, they
dropped a lot of passes at the end
because they were taking some good
shots,” pointed out Tranchina. “They
had some very talented kids and if
they caught the ball, they were gone.
I think we had they second guess-
ing.”

“This is the type of game that you
must hit hard and they did,” said
Ciccotelli. “We made a lot of dumb
mistakes and had costly penalties.
The coaching staff and myself were
also not ready to play.”

Jim McKeon made a few resound-
ing tackles that definitely made the
Raiders think twice. “Jimmy had a
great game. A lot of kids had a great
game stopping the run. They (Raid-
ers) have talent all over the field. I
very proud of our kids.”

Considering the great efforts of
the defense, Tranchina said, “We
were gang tackling. They couldn’t
run the ball. They had nothing on the
ground. We were getting 11 hats to
the ball and that’s the big key for us
right now. We gave up only six points
in each of the last three games.”

Westfield jumped to a quick 12-0
lead against SP-F, which won the
opening toss and deferred to the sec-
ond half. Westfield’s opening drive
went 66 yards in 10 plays — though

penalties played a key role, against
both teams.

On Westfield’s third play, Ryan
MacDonald hit Diano Reavis for an
apparent 43-yard touchdown. But
wideout McKeon was flagged for an
illegal block. Two plays later, a hold-
ing penalty resulted in a 22-yard
walkoff against the Blue Devils and
Westfield was forced to punt. But the
Raiders were called for roughing
kicker Jay Cook, keeping the drive
alive at the Raider 36. A 14-yard run
by Daly and a pass interference pen-
alty against SP-F set up a 10-yard
touchdown run by Terrance Jenkins.
The PAT kick by Andrew Lessner

(subbing for MacDonald, who has a
bad ankle) was blocked by Gary
Cousar.

The first defensive series by West-
field was even better than its first on
offense. After an incomplete pass,
Raider sophomore Kyle Adams was
nailed for a six-yard loss by Brian
Butts, Andzell and Jim Mitchell. On
the next play, Butts and Chris
MacKay nailed Schiller for a 13-
yard loss.

The Raiders punted to the SP-F 44
and on the first play, Reavis got great
blocks by Daly and Chris Dodge and
raced 44 yards untouched to make it
12-0 (the PAT pass failed).

At this point, yellow flags (WHS
had 10 penalties for 86 yards, SP-F
eight for 90) and punts (WHS had
six, SP-F had eight) took over the
play. Late in the second period, a
Cook punt rolled dead at the Raider
22. After three incomplete passes,
Mroz, who apparently never met a
punt he didn’t try to return, fielded a
punt at his own 47 and returned it 29
yards to the SP-F 24. On third down,
Daly broke another belly play out-
side and raced 19 yards for an 18-0
halftime lead.

Mroz was fabulous in every aspect
of the game, especially punt returns.
“Mike! Just punt returns alone! His
guts and courage on those punt re-
turns were huge for us,” commented
Tranchina.

Despite the rainy conditions, both
teams took to the air in the third
period, with disastrous results. A nice
Raider drive to the Westfield 38 was
halted by Mroz’s interception. After
an exchange of punts, MacDonald’s
screen pass was picked off by Louis
Shultz. Reavis saved a touchdown
when he caught the lineman from

CUTRO GLOWS, MAKES 15 SAVES

Chiefs’ Fortune Breaks
Devil Boys, 1-0, in OT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One fortunate break equaled a 1-0
overtime victory for the 6-0
Piscataway High School boys soccer
team over the Blue Devils in West-
field on September 22. Although
hampered from injuries – defenseman
Conner Mulvee and goalie Tim
Mansfield – the Blue Devils got a
spectacular performance from jun-
ior backup goalie Kevin Cutro, who
had 15 saves.

“Kevin Cutro played an amazing
game on goal, an amazing game,”
expressed Blue Devil Head Coach
George Kapner. “We have two great
goalies. I chose Tim Mansfield as
our starter but as I told the team all
year, we have two starters. Kevin just
demonstrated that today, without a
doubt.”

The Blue Devils withstood several
Chiefs attacks in the first half and
found themselves on the defense for
nearly two thirds of the second half.
But Cutro reasoned well, charging at
the right time to muffle kicks and
diving in the proper direction to de-
flect shots.

Toward the end of regulation, the
Blue Devils turned the tide with alert
turnbacks by senior Doug Minarek
and junior Dan Caprario.

The Blue Devils rattled the Chiefs
early in the first overtime with a
serious assault; however, goalie
Shawn Massey made his second most
important save of the game. Then,
Chief Keith Wiley got a fortunate
break when the ball took an unusual
bounce past a Blue Devil defender.
He slipped past him and caught up

WALLDEN CROSSES FIRST IN 16:45

XC Raider Boys Defend
PCC Invitational Title
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys cross country team suc-
cessfully defended its Group 3 title on
September 23 at the Passaic County
Coaches Invitational at the grueling
Garret Mountain course in West Pater-
son. The Raiders – ranked third in
Group 3 and 19th overall – with 52
points outran Middletown South –
ranked first in Group 3 and sixth over-
all – which totaled 71. in the state.
River Dell was third with 80 points.

“We wanted to establish ourselves
early in the season and get the ball
rolling towards the big things that we
are looking to accomplish this sea-
son,” explained Raider Head Coach
Jeff Koegel.

The last 1000 meters at Garrett
Mountain – coach Koegel’s home
course when he ran for Wood-Ridge
High School – is continuously uphill
and does not level off at all until the
finish. Due to the level of difficulty
of this course, breaking 17:00 is a
very big accomplishment.

Making that accomplishment was
Raider Bob Wallden who finished
first with a remarkable time of 16:45
despite having a collision with an
unalert spectator. Mike Dixon, Matt
Schimming and Zack McGuire fin-
ished 11th, 12th and 13th with re-
spective times of 17:33.22, 17:37.1
and 17:44.34. The average time of
the Raider top-five was 17:29.47,
which was about a 20-second im-
provement over last year’s effort.

“A big key to our success was the
small amount of time in which we
packed in our second through fifth
runners,” said Koegel.

“We run enough races on flat
courses like Warinanco Park and
Branch Brook Park, so we wanted to
get a competitive race in on a tough
course to get us ready to run at
Holmdel Park for the Shore Coaches
Invitational and the state champion-
ship meets,” said Koegel.

Andrew Elko finished 15th with a
time of 17:47.7, Peter Bassman
placed 26th at 18:40.72 and Gregg
Beelitz crossed 27th in 18:42.41

Hunterdon Central Edges
Westfield in Class Race

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hunterdon Central edged out the
Westfield High School girls cross
country team by two points (39-41)
to claim the Senior Division title at
the New Jersey Catholic Track Con-
ference Class Meet held at Warinanco
Park in Roselle on September 23.
Overall, the Blue Devil girls finished
third with a 247 total.

“We were the defending champi-
ons last year, but unfortunately we
came up short this year,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Tom Hornish.
“Two of our runners, (Kathleen
Salmond and Alexis Anzelone) were
not in competition.”

Salmond may be nursing a pos-
sible stress fracture and coach
Hornish decided to rest Anzelone a
few days.

Rachel Ackerman finished eighth
with a personal best (PB) time of
21:08, Kyle Legones came in 12th
with a PB of 21:31, Margaret
Brautigam at 22:21 and Carolyn
Matthews at 22:56 finished 21st and
30th, respectively, also with PB times.
Tyne Duffy at 27:57 and Rachel
Moloshok at 28:49 finished 89th and
96th, respectively.

“It was a very good race with a
number of personal bests on the part
of the seniors,” pointed out Hornish.
“Rachel and Kyle’s performances
were significant improvements over
last year.”

Erin McClellan turned in the best
Blue Devil time for the juniors, who
placed 6th with 85 points, finishing
24th at 22:04 followed by Sarah
Mahran – 30th at 22:12, and Jackie
Cusimano – 31st at 22:18. Theresa
Murphy finished 39th at 22:50 and
Sarah Heitner finished 42nd with a
time of 22:57.

The sophomores, who finished 7th

with 121 points, were led by Sara
Ackerman, who placed 26th with a
time of 23:16 followed by Michele
Madorma, who placed 27th at 23:27.
Freshman Carolyn Harbaugh had a
remarkable time in her 2.25-mile
race, finishing 7th with a time of
15:04. The freshmen placed seventh
with a total of 328.

Hornish was pleased with the over-
all performance of his team. “It cer-
tainly is indicative of our ability to
compete with the best teams in the
state,” said Hornish. “The true test
will come this Saturday at the Stewart
Memorial (at Warinanco).”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
VERY CLOSE CALL FOR THE BLUE DEVILS…A Piscataway Chief nearly heads a corner kick into the Blue Devil goal
in the second half. Westfield goalie Kevin Cutro, in red, had a magnificent day with 15 saves. Unfortunately, for the Blue
Devils, Piscataway scored a goal in overtime to win 1-0.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
LOTS OF HEIGHT…Jessica Caravello
gets plenty of height on her leap.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
THE REALLY BIG OFFENSIVE THREAT…Blue Devil junior Matt Daly, No.
1, had a banner day against the Raiders as he rumbled for 228 yards on the
ground.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BLUE DEVIL MIKE MROZ CHEWS UP YARDAGE…Blue Devil fullback Mike, No. 22, chews up some yardage against
the Raiders. Mroz was outstanding in every aspect of the game. Westfield defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 24-6, at Gary
Kehler Stadium.
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