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Political Forum
Corzine Headlines Fundraiser
For Westfield Dem Candidates
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Democrats called
for unity, both at the national and
local levels, during a $125-per-per-
son suggested fundraising event in
Westfield last Sunday afternoon.

The main attraction of the event
was an appearance by United States
Senate candidate Jon Corzine. One
hundred people attended the
fundraiser for Westfield Mayoral and
Town Council candidates, which was
held at the home of Union County
Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo.

Mr. Corzine, a Summit resident,
called the local Democratic ticket “a
powerful group of folks.” The local
Democratic ticket, led by Mayoral
candidate Susan Jacobson, includes
council incumbents Carl Salisbury,
Lawrence A. Goldman and Claire
Lazarowitz, along with newcomer
Peter Ziff.

Mr. Corzine noted his key cam-
paign platform issue continues to be
universal access to affordable health
care.

“There is a way to put that together
and I don’t think we have used our
minds to make that happen,” Mr.

Corzine told supporters.
He also said he would push for

federal support of public education,
including funding up programs such
as universal access to Head Start and
preschool programs; smaller class
sizes and support to pay for more
quality teachers.

He noted that in New Jersey, the
federal government only funds about
4 percent, on average, of local school
budgets.

“That’s one of the reasons we have
such pressure on property taxes in
this state. This makes no sense in my
view,” said Mr. Corzine.

The candidate also noted his plat-
form includes prescription drug ben-
efits for senior citizens.

“We’ve got these issues on our
side. And the real overriding issue is
that we will use the prosperity we
have in our society,” he said, explain-
ing that hard-fought budget surpluses
can be used to shore up important
federal programs, including invest-
ing in society itself in areas such as
the arts.

“Just because you want to invest
doesn’t mean you want to waste
people’s money. You can do these

intelligently,” Mr. Corzine explained.
Looking at the national Demo-

cratic ticket, the candidate said the
addition of Senator Joseph
Lieberman “showed great courage
on (Vice President) Al Gore’s part.”
Mr. Lieberman is the first Jewish
candidate to run on a national ticket.

“I think it is absolutely resonating
with the people around this state and
around the country,” he added.

Also in attendance at the fundraiser
was Maryanne S. Connelly, the
Democratic Congressional candidate
in the Seventh District.

She called the local Congressional
battle, “one of the top six districts
now in the United States that the
White House is looking at to take
back the majority in the House of
Representatives” after six years un-
der Republican leadership.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Jacobson, a
former Westfield school board Presi-
dent, vowed to continue in the foot-
steps of two-term Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim. With his inaugural win, in
1996, Mr. Jardim became the first
Democrat elected as Mayor of
Westfield in over eight decades.

Westfield Democratic Party Chair-
man Kenneth Rotter told The
Westfield Leader that, in his view,
Democrats at both the national and
local levels “continue to be the party
of progress, the party of the future”
on key issues like education, health
care and county and municipal park
improvements.

“When people think about it (the
Presidential election) they are going
to say, ‘Am I better off than I was
eight years ago? And if I am, why
would I want to change course mid-
stream,’” he said.

Traffic, Parking, Road Safety
Heart of Boyle Campaign

WESTFIELD — Looking to build
on a record of community service,
Westfield resident Jay Boyle has be-
gun his campaign for the Fourth Ward
Town Council seat on the Republi-
can ticket.

Mr. Boyle has lived in Westfield
all his life. For the last 17 years he
has lived in the same Dorian Road
house he was raised.

For decades, Mr. Boyle has been
involved in numerous community
and statewide organizations ranging
from the Optimist Club of Westfield,
to distributing food baskets to the
needy, to Goodwill of New Jersey, to
the EIES program, which provides
services for the blind.

He has also been actively involved
in various children’s activities, from
coaching in the baseball, basketball
and flag football leagues, to Westfield
High School’s Project Graduation.

“I’ve been involved in the commu-
nity for my entire life. Now I would
like to take an even more active role
in town government,” said Mr. Boyle.
“The most important role I can play
as a public servant is to ensure that
citizens have a voice in town govern-
ment, and to be responsive to their
needs. To me, that is what being a
strong, effective leader is all about.”

Mr. Boyle listed traffic, parking,
road safety and town services as some
of the top issues that he would like to
address this year. He is also con-
cerned about maintaining facilities
such as Tamaques Park and Memo-
rial Pool.

“We have to manage the cost, the
tax implications and the traffic im-
pact of the proposed parking deck,”
he said. “I will work to build a park-
ing deck that becomes the corner-
stone of our solution to traffic and
parking problems.”

“Being a lifelong resident, I cer-
tainly have a perspective of the past
— a perspective of what has worked
and what has not, and a good sense of
what our town needs to do to grow
and prosper in the future,” he said.

Mr. Boyle’s campaign managers
are Frank Isoldi, Sr. and Frank Isoldi,
Jr. and his Treasurer is Russ Finestein.

Jay and his wife, Cindy, have three
sons, Bryan, Kevin and Jimmy.

For the past nine years, the candi-
date has worked in an investment and
insurance business in Cranford fol-
lowing a 20-year career working in
state government with the Depart-
ment of Human Services.

Mr. Boyle recently decided to re-
locate his business to Westfield.
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Freeholder Hopefuls Vow to Enhance
Efficiency, Dialogue in County Government

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — From tax hikes
for western Union County communi-
ties to proposed medical waste and
garbage transfer stations, Republican
Freeholder candidates vowed to keep
the debate on the issues and not per-
sonalities.

At a breakfast meeting last Thurs-
day in Westfield, Wally Shackell of
Cranford, Al Dill of Summit and Esther
D. Guzman-Malcolm of Roselle noted
that county spending and the Demo-
crats’ current 9-0 hold on the board
form the centerpiece of their cam-
paign.

The GOP candidates said more
needs to be done to increase effi-
ciency in county government and re-
duce duplication of services that are
also provided at the municipal level.
The candidates also have vowed not
to support freeholder salary raises.
The current board has increased its
wages retroactively the past two years.

“We’ve all been involved in com-
munity service. We are not out here to
make a buck,” said Mr. Shackell.

To enhance efficiency, Mr. Shackell
has proposed a technology audit by a
non-political firm to help streamline
operations, including placing some
operations on-line so that they are
accomplished electronically.

He said the county’s Web site is
more than a public relations tool for
the freeholders.

“The paper trail at the county is
amazing,” Mr. Shackell said.

Mr. Dill stated the county’s Free-
holder Scholarship Program should
not fall on the backs of the taxpayers.
The scholarships, paid for by the
county, are available to Union County
residents who attend Union County
College.

Mr. Dill said private partnerships
with Union County corporations such
as Merck & Co. Inc., Schering Plough
or Novartis should be sought.

Mr. Shackell, a teacher for 31 years
at the Somerset County Vocational
and Technical School, said tuitions at
Union County College are the second
highest in the state. He suggested
formation of a foundation to generate
private sector funding to support the
college.

The Republicans have charged that
the current board does not do enough

to communicate with the electorate.
They cited the board’s decision to

ditch the recommendations of its ad
hoc committee on open space which
supported a 10-year open space and
recreation trust fund, in favor of a 20-
year program.

Mr. Dill noted that an open space
fund is meant to preserve undeveloped
land for park land and not just to fund
maintenance of existing parks. He said
private corporations could be brought
in to sponsor a park, thus reducing the
impact on county taxpayers.

Mr. Shackell and Mr. Dill, who
both ran last year for Freeholder, have
elected experience at the local level.
Mr. Shackell is a former Cranford
Mayor and Township Committeeman,
while Mr. Dill is a former Summit
City Councilman.

Among the GOP’s pet peeves con-
cerning the Democratic board is prop-
erty taxes. The board and county offi-
cials have noted that the freeholders
have been reducing the overall county
tax levy. In fact, the levy, which was
flat this year, actually went down in
1999. However, that doesn’t please
the Republicans.

“The towns that pay the most get
the least from the county,” said Mr.
Shackell.

Mr. Dill said the Democrats are
relying on the county surplus to stabi-
lize property taxes instead of reduc-
ing spending through more efficient
government.

The Republicans also said more
needs to be done to reduce the duplica-
tion of services being covered by both
the county and its 21 municipalities.

Mr. Shackell said while he agrees
with the concept of a Shared Services
Committee, the one created by the
county has turned into no more than
political patronage for friends of the
freeholders.

One last area, if not a major issue in
the fall campaign, is the impact new
garbage facilities will have in Linden.
A medical waste facility and a gar-
bage transfer station (for New York-
based garbage) are planned.

Mr. Dill said these facilities repre-
sent no economic benefit for Union
County and might even present a
health problem to residents. Environ-
mentalists have warned such waste
should be treated on site at medical
facilities.

“Are they (the freeholders) trying
to make Union County the garbage
capital of the world?” Mr. Shackell
questioned.

Looking at the race, he said he and
his running mates want to bring a
dialogue and open discussion on the
issues that are going to affect Union
County.”

Noting that this type of dialogue
does not exist with the present board,
Mr. Shackell said the freeholders are,
“Nine bodies with one head.”

After that comment, he vowed to
stay away from personality attacks.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

District
Seven

Ms. Mayol responded that Mr.
Ferguson’s priority is to shore up
Social Security. She said he also
opposes raising the retirement age or
any further raiding of the Trust Fund.

During Mrs. Connelly’s press con-
ference, the candidate charged that
Mr. Ferguson has proposed reducing
the federal tax burden from 40 to 28
percent, which would result in a $3
trillion tax cut.

“There is no way Ferguson’s tax
cut can avoid dipping into Social
Security. The money just isn’t there,”
Mrs. Connelly stated.

Ms. Mayol said the campaign tac-
tics of Mrs. Connelly “are another
example of the false and negative
attacks” being waged by the Connelly
Campaign against Mr. Ferguson.


