
Page 2  Thursday, September 21, 2000 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Gun Safety Group Endorses Candidates, Connelly
Calls Ferguson to Task on Social Security Platform

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — With less than
six weeks to go before the election,
Congressional candidates Michael
Ferguson and Maryanne S. Connelly
have focused on Social Security and
gun control.

While Mrs. Connelly, a former

Fanwood Mayor and long-time Coun-
cilwoman, was talking to reporters
Friday about Mr. Ferguson’s Social
Security platform, Mr. Ferguson was
celebrating the dual endorsement by
Ceasefire New Jersey of himself and
Mrs. Connelly.

On the gun safety issue, Ceasefire
Executive Director Bryan Miller, in

a released statement, said, “Our view
is that both Mike Ferguson and
Maryanne Connelly exhibit the sort
of heartfelt concern for public safety
that we look for in candidates.”

Ceasefire claims to be New Jersey’s
largest statewide gun safety organi-
zation.

Mr. Ferguson noted that having
the backing of the state’s largest safety
group is a major coup for him, in that
Ceasefire generally endorses Demo-
crats and not Republicans.

He called Ceasefire “the largest,
most prominent and most effective
gun safety organization in our state”
and described the endorsement as
“historic” and “unprecedented.”

“How many lives need to be taken
before real action is taken to protect
innocent people and families?” he
asked.

Mr. Ferguson said that, if elected,
he would push for a comprehensive
gun safety package that would in-
clude mandatory trigger locks on all
guns sold in the United States; elimi-
nation of gun show loopholes; devel-
opment of the so-called Smart Gun
technology and the licensing and
registration of all handguns.

He also supports the continued
ban on assault weapons.

State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains said
gun safety is a “cutting edge issue” in
campaigns and the single biggest con-
cern among New Jerseyans, noting
that “child-proof guns are an issue.”

“We know that probably half of
the suicides and a large portion of the
murders are committed with guns.
But there are also a lot of accidents
that involve children,” remarked
Senator DiFrancesco.

Sujata Tejwani, Mrs. Connelly’s
Campaign Manager, accused Mr.
Ferguson of flip-flopping on the gun
safety issue. She stated that during
Mr. Ferguson’s 1998 Congressional
campaign in the Sixth District,
Ceasefire endorsed his Democratic
opponent, Congressman Frank
Pallone, and not Mr. Ferguson.

In a press statement from the
Connelly Campaign, Ms. Tejwani
said Mr. Ferguson once supported a
bill endorsed by the National Rifle
Association in an op-ed piece he
wrote in the Asbury Park Press in
1999.

“Once again, Mike Ferguson’s
rhetoric does not match up with real-
ity,” Ms. Tejwani stated.

Annie Mayol, Mr. Ferguson’s press
secretary, said Mr. Ferguson was
angry with Democrats in the op-ed
piece because they were stalling on
the legislation in hopes of getting a

stronger bill. She said Mr. Ferguson
felt that while the law could be stron-
ger, it was important to enact some
sort of gun safety measures now.

“They (Mr. Ferguson and Mrs.
Connelly) do disagree on some is-
sues, but this (gun control) is not one
of them,” she indicated.

A former Police Commissioner in
Fanwood, Mrs. Connelly said she
supports a bill sponsored by the Mil-
lion Mom March organization that
calls for the licensing and registra-
tion of all handguns. She also favors
photo licenses and passage of a safety
test for all gun owners.

On the issue of Social Security,
Mrs. Connelly has pledged to oppose
privatization of Social Security, to
make Social Security solvency the
fiscal priority of the federal budget
surplus, oppose the raising of the
retirement age and cutting Social
Security benefits.

Mrs. Connelly said the so-called
“Bush-Ferguson” privatization plan
that would divert 2 percent of the
12.4 percent Social Security payroll
tax into personal accounts. She said
this plan would force a 20 percent cut
for single average earners who are
age 30 by 2002.

“By itself, diverting revenue from
Social Security into individual ac-
counts exacerbates Social Security’s
projected long-term deficit,” Mrs.
Connelly stated.

Calling the Connelly Campaign’s
charges “ridiculous,” Ms. Mayol said
there is no “Bush-Ferguson” plan. In
fact, Mr. Ferguson has only read
parts of George W. Bush’s proposal
and has not developed a privatization
plan of his own.

She said Mr. Ferguson believes
that Congress “cannot stand by and
let it (the Social Security Trust Fund)
go broke.” Rather, she said, the can-
didate feels all options to expand
Social Security solvency, including
privatization, must be considered.

Ms. Mayol said Mr. Ferguson sup-
ports giving younger generations
more choices to save “their own
money,” while protecting funds be-
ing paid to persons at or near the
retirement age.

“It’s risky not to look at other
proposals out there,” Ms. Mayol said.

Mrs. Connelly said the “Bush-
Ferguson” plan would result in nearly
$1 trillion being taken out of the
Social Security Trust Fund in the
first 10 years. This, she indicated, is
because the Trust Fund would have
to continue to pay benefits while
privatization drains 16 percent of
money coming into the system.

Betancourt Begins Campaign
For 2nd Ward Council Seat
WESTFIELD — After months of

careful planning and conscientious
fundraising, Westfield Second Ward
Council candidate Rafael Betancourt
has officially begun his fall campaign.

Mr. Betancourt has initiated an
extensive door-to-door campaign
which will encompass the entire Sec-
ond Ward.

“I will visit every residence in the
Second Ward,” said Mr. Betancourt.
For those residents which are not
home or otherwise unavailable, the
committee will provide an additional
forum for them to meet with the
candidate by hosting six “Meet the
Candidate Neighborhood Coffees.”

These coffees will commence on
October and will be synchronized
with Mr. Betancourt’s fall campaign
walking schedule. A schedule of
coffees, including location, time and
date, will be provided by Mr.

Betancourt during his door-to-door
campaign.

“I have selected six sites within
each of the six districts of the Second
Ward to host these coffees. I urge all
residents to come and discuss the
issues that are important to them.
These will be casual events intended
to augment the residents opportuni-
ties to discuss their concerns with
their candidate for Town Council. I
encourage all to attend,” said Mr.
Betancourt, who is running for the
council seat long held by Republican
James J. Gruba. Mr. Gruba is not
seeking a fifth term.

In addition to these events, the
committee will be inviting all of its
supporters to an event in October
which will take place at the Elm
Street Café, which is located down-
town and also within the Second
Ward.
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THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAMPAIGN STRATEGY...Warren Township Republican Chairwoman Bonnie
Plotkin shares a few thoughts with Congressman Bob Franks during a recent
fundraiser for the U.S. Senate candidate held at the Chanticlar Chateau in
Warren. Ms. Plotkin chaired the event.
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Walk-a-thon Slated Saturday
To Benefit Area Girl Scouts
CRANFORD – Washington Rock

Girl Scout Council will hold a walk-
a-thon entitled “Walk For Girls” on

Saturday, September 23, from 9 a.m.
to noon at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford.

A $7 registration fee will entitle
walkers to free refreshments, a Walk
For Girls Patch for all walkers, T-
shirts for anyone who raises pledges
of $50 or more and a grand prize for
the walker who raises the most money.

Pledges received by participants
will support programs run by the
Council, which serves girls from
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside.

For more information and a spon-
sor sheet, please call Kathleen
Gaughran, Fund Development/Pub-
lic Relations Director, at (908) 232-
3236 or visit www.westfieldnj.com/
girlscouts on the Internet.
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Mountainside Council
OKs Using Bond Funds
For Wood Valley Work

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — An approval
to authorize the use of a portion of
the $2.7 million bond anticipation
note that was issued this past sum-
mer for street repairs, the repair of
drainage systems and of sewer lines,
was unanimously passed Tuesday by
the Mountainside Borough Council.

These funds will be used for the
resurfacing of Wood Valley Road,
which includes work to be done at
three intersections. The project was
awarded Tuesday to Barone Con-
struction at a cost of $166,000.

It was noted that at a council meet-
ing in April, an ordinance appropri-
ating $140,000 for that particular
project was approved by the govern-
ing body.

According to Acting Administra-
tor and Police Chief James Debbie,
the $26,000 difference between the
$140,000 bond awarded earlier and
the actual $166,000 cost will come
out of that $2.7 million bond antici-
pation note that was issued for engi-
neering needs of the borough.

Chief Debbie also noted there was
a $120,000 grant awarded from the
State Department of Transportation
to improve sections of Wood Valley.
He stated that moneys awarded from
that grant would be used to pay the
majority of the repair bill, but that it
had not yet been received.

As reported earlier this summer in
The Westfield Leader, the $2.7 mil-
lion bond anticipation note was used
as a down payment for the $5.4 mil-
lion engineering project, which was
recommended by Dr. Michael Disko,
Borough Engineer.

The goal of this project, which has
a timetable of approximately two
years, is to address specific repair
needs of the borough and includes
updating borough roads as well as
fixing storm drainage systems and
resealing sewer lines.

In the spring, borough officials
announced the bond for various capi-
tal improvements, which included
updating approximately 60 roads.

The Mayor noted back then that Dr.
Disko had done a study of the
borough’s engineering needs and re-
ported that about 75 percent of the
municipality’s 90 streets were in “dire
need of repair, as well as the repair of
caved-in drainage systems and sewer
lines.”

In his 24-page report, Dr. Disko
outlined all projects that were to be
completed, including listings of first,
second and third priorities. Also noted
was the total length of municipal
roads that were to be worked on,
equaling 28 miles; total length of
sanitary sewers to be done, equaling
38 miles, and the 23.5 miles of storm
sewers included in the infrastructure
project.

In July, the governing body heard
from many members of the commu-
nity during the public hearing con-
cerning the bond. Many citizens ad-
dressed work needed to be done that
was specific to their properties.

A number of citizens, who spoke
at the July meeting, had problems
with drainage in their backyards and
flooding in basements, while another
had concerns with a pothole at the
end of his driveway.

At that same meeting, after talking
with Dr. Disko, who had given a
detailed presentation about all work
being done, it was found that all but
two projects mentioned by citizens
were already included in the plan,
and one was already on the top prior-
ity list.

In other business Tuesday, it was
announced that Robert Farley would
be serving as Acting Public Works
Manager, effective September 1, be-
cause of the retirement of Robert
Wycoff after seven years at the end
of August.

It was noted that Mr. Farley had
served the borough in the Public
Works Department for 22 years, the
last 17 as a foreman.

Glenn Mortimer, Council Presi-
dent, congratulated Mr. Farley on his
new position and stated, “He will do
a great job for our borough, as he has
been doing for the past 22 years.”


