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CHURCH CAPTURES ALL-AROUND AND BARS

Raider Gymnasts Squeak
Past Pioneers, 95.9-95.85

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every fraction of a point counted
when the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
gymnastics team hosted Somerville
in it’s season opener on September
14. When the last gymnast left the
floor exercise mat – the final event –
the Raiders realized that they had just
squeaked by the Pioneers, 95.9-95.85.

The Raiders were without the ser-

vices of Megan Grabel, who injured
her heel but is expected to return
within 10 days. Also junior Jackie
Lavery, who was outstanding last
year, suffered a severe leg injury
some time ago but may consider
returning.

Junior Lindsay Church was the top
gymnast, winning the all-around with

a 34.3, and she also placed first on
the uneven bars with a score of 8.8,
second on the balance beam with an
8.45 and third on the floor exercise

MEGLAUGHLIN MAKES GREAT SAVES, KORECKY SCORES

Cougars’ Late Strike Downs
Blue Devil Soccer Girls, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistent pressure from Cougar
midfielder Sue Flamini and sweeper
Katie Sands finally wore down the
Westfield High School defensive
backs and earned the Cranford girls
soccer team a 2-1 victory in West-

field on September 13. Senior goal-
keeper Michelle Meglaughlin made
several outstanding saves to keep the
Blue Devils in contention.

Despite concentrating heavily on
defending against the strong Cougar
front it was the Blue Devils who
struck gold first. With 28:30 left in
the first half senior Jen Korecky

looped an 18-yard shot into the left
post. Her opportunity came when the
ball popped loose after a scramble on
the right side.

“The ball was popping around open
on the right side. I took a kick and it
deflected off one of the defenders
and in,” said Korecky.

Control was re-
gained by the Cou-
gars for the major-
ity of the half but
Meglaughlin posi-
tioned herself per-
fectly to make two
fine saves.

Early in the sec-
ond half, senior
striker Susan Hinds,
who finished with
three good shots on
goal from
breakaways, broke
down the left side,
curled in toward the
goal and fired a bul-
let but Cougar
keeper Katie
Donnelly was in the
right spot to stop the
shot.

“I was waiting for
the pass and when I
got it, I knew that I
could beat the de-
fenders,” said
Hinds. “I got off a
good kick but she

(Donnelly) made a good catch.”
Seven minutes and twenty-eight

seconds into the second half, Flamini
blasted a shot into the crowd of Blue
Devil defenders where the ball de-
flected off one of them and sailed
just past the fingertips of Meglaughlin
and into the center of the net.

“The ball deflected off the

defender’s left leg. It was a line drive
and she thought that she could hit it,”
said Meglaughlin. “It popped up and
I touched it with my fingertips.”

Minutes later, Hinds went through
the middle on a breakaway but, once
again, the ball was blocked. Then on
the Cougar return, a wicked shot
from Flamini was tipped safely over
the net by Meglaughlin.

The Cougars continued with the
pressure but Meglaughlin positioned
her self properly on a corner kick and
made another intelligent save. Mo-
ments later, she made the most aes-
thetically pleasing save of the game

MROZ MAKES 15 TACKLES; KING, ANDZELL GRAB 11

Lindens’ Roman Slips Away,
Blue Devil Gridmen Fall, 6-0

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last Saturday’s 6-0 loss to Linden
is certainly one that could come back
to haunt the Westfield High School
football team. In an era when success
in many people’s eyes is determined
by making — or not making — the
playoffs, every game, every play for
that matter, is important.

To be sure, this is one potentially
big power-point game that slipped
away from the Blue Devils. With
Linden superstar Andre Sumner
(pulled hamstring) watching the
game in street clothes on the side-
lines, Westfield’s defense did a basi-
cally solid job in stopping the Tigers’
normally potent attack. But as a year
ago, when Sumner’s 94-yard run in
the fourth quarter broke a scoreless
tie of another 6-0 game, a breakdown
early in the fourth quarter let Mike
Roman break free for a 43-yard touch-
down, giving Linden the critical vic-
tory.

On the bright side from a West-

field point of view is the schedule.
With Scotch Plains-Fanwood as
Saturday’s (1:30, Kehler Stadium)
next opponent, there should be zero
problem of any letdown or lingering
side affects of the tough loss. In
addition to trying to avenge last year’s
47-23 loss (when former Raider star
Nate Jones had five touchdowns),
Scotch Plains is ... well, Scotch
Plains! That’s usually always enough
reason for a Westfield athlete.

Penalty flags played a big part in
last Saturday’s game but they af-
fected both teams equally.

Twice in the second period, West-
field had first downs nullified by
penalties. In between those two flags,
Linden’s Antonio Wilson had an 89-
yard touchdown waived off by a pen-
alty on one of his downfield blockers.

Early in the third period,
Westfield’s Terrence Jenkins broke
off a 25-yard run to the Linden 37 but
on the next play, fullback Mike Mroz
lost the ball while fighting for extra
yardage and Linden recovered at its

25. After an exchange of punts, Lin-
den put together the game’s only
scoring drive.

Starting at its 22, the Tigers con-
verted on a third-and-10 when quar-
terback Jeff Jasmin found Roman
wide open on the sidelines for 13
yards. Sophomore Bruce Hanks, re-
placing the heralded Sumner, went
for 11 up the gut to the 46. A 3-yard
run by Roman and an 8-yard Jasmin
pass to Greg Parker put the ball at the
Devils 43. Roman, who was limited
to 9 yards on his other eight carries,
then started to sweep left, cut back
against the grain and outran Mitchell
for the 43-yard touchdown with 11:18
remaining. The PAT kick was no
good.

Westfield’s offense then went to
work. Ryan MacDonald, playing with
an injured ankle that limited his
mobility, hit Mitchell for 13 yards.
Jenkins went for five, Matt Daly for
six and Diano Reavis for four. But on
second-and-six at the Linden 35, Daly

SCHILLER PASSES FOR 3 TDS, PAVONI SCORES THREE

Raiders 2nd-Half Air Attack
Bombards Cougars, 42-21
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A second-half air attack, which
netted three touchdowns, engineered
by junior quarterback Brian Schiller
lifted the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football team past Cran-
ford, 42-21, in Scotch Plains on Sep-
tember 16. Junior Andrew Pavoni,
who was the recipient of two of those
TD passes, also added a 40-yard TD
run on an interception.

Schiller connected for nine of eleven
passes, seven in the second half, for
197 yards. However, one of Schiller’s
completions in the first half was a 55-
yard reception to speedster Ray Will-
iams which brought the ball to the five
and set up a rushing touchdown by
senior halfback Clifton Freshwater.

“We had several outstanding perfor-
mances,” emphasized Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “Schiller and
Pavoni had performances which were
among some of the best in the state.
Schiller had almost 200 yards passing
and Pavoni was outstanding on both
sides of the ball, including 20 tackles.”

The Raiders dominated offensively
and stopped the Cougars flat in the
first quarter thanks to solid tackling
from Matt Loomis, Wesley Warchol,
Brad Belford, Lou Schultz, Gary
Cousar and Pavoni but misfortune
and a few inches denied any scoring
for the hosting team.

Ray Williams made a crushing
tackle on the Cougar 23 after an
Anthony Blasi punt. Two plays later,
lineman Schultz recovered a fumble

near the 25 to put the Raiders in
business. Freshwater, who finished
with 89 yards rushing, began with
gains of 15 yards and six yards. Then
on fourth and four, Freshwater
stretched toward the goal and was
halted on the one-foot line just inches
away from a first down.

The Raider defense, however, was
stubborn and forced a punt which
stopped on the Cougar 31. Freshwa-
ter blasted another four yards, then a
reverse to Ray Williams caught all of
the Cougars heading in the opposite
direction but the ball slipped out of
his hands and a Cougar pounced on
it. The quarter ended.

Early in the second, the Cougars
were corralled again and a 10-yard
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HENSAL HITS ON ZOTTI’S ASSIST

Raider Boys Shutout
Soccer Blue Devils, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A few minutes into the game,
sophomore Jeff Hensal took a pass
from senior Mike Zotti and tapped it
into the net to give the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood boys soccer team all it
needed to stop Westfield, 1-0, in
Scotch Plains on September 18. The
superb Raider defense and keeper
Brad Lowyns made sure that the
majority of the game would be con-
tested in Blue Devil territory.

Zotti’s pass came from the left side
to Hensal who penetrated the box
and nailed a left-footed shot into the
upper corner.

“That’s what we have been work-
ing on and he did it,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.

The young Blue Devils came to
play and play hard they did. As in all
Blue Devils/Raiders matchups, due
to the intense rivalry, physical con-
tact would be made and several yel-
low cards flashed on the field.

With such a low scoring game, the
Blue Devils defense also deserved
plenty of credit. Blue Devil senior
Brad Gillin had the burden of stick-
ing closely with the ever-dangerous
Zotti, and stick closely he did. And
goalie Tim Mansfield was ready and
was credited with seven saves.

However, if there were points given
for time of possession, the margin
would have been wider because the
Raiders constantly kept pressuring.

“That’s been our case,” said
Breznitsky of the Raiders’ ball con-
trol dominance. “This game was no
different than every single game we
played so far this year.”

The Raiders and Lowyns have
shutout every opponent and im-

proved to 5-0.
“We have scored only eight or nine

goals total but we haven’t allowed
more than that total of shots on goal
to the opposing team,” pointed out
Breznitsky. “We are having a diffi-
cult time scoring and finishing our
opportunities. But we have an out-
standing defense and (Jim) Cooney
was outstanding. He has been Player
of the Game, game after game defen-
sively. And Brad (Lowyns) is unbe-
lievably difficult to beat.”

Also, Breznitsky did laud the play
of defensemen Ray DiNizo and Mike
Franzone

Another big edge that the Raiders
enjoyed was the foot of Lowyns,
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with an 8.6.
Church’s uneven routine was high-

lighted by a pirouette mount, a
straddle-back exchange maneuver,
two giant swings and a flyaway dis-
mount. Her beam routine was high-
lighted by a series of powerful back
handsprings, several graceful scales
and leaps and a back flip dismount
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off the side of the beam.
“I was happiest with the beam

routine even though I fell out of the
handstand,” said Church. “I do have
a new routine but I had to do my old
one for this meet because the other
one is choreographed differently for
different skills. And on the unevens,
I’m working on a Comaneci dis-
mount (after Rumanian three-time
Olympic gold medalist Nadia
Comaneci.”

Church did have concerns as to
how the Raiders would perform early
in the season. “This year actually we
were a little worried because Jackie
(Lavery) wasn’t coming back. I heard
that we got Kyla (Mendes) and a
couple of good freshmen to help. We
are really pulling together and I be-
lieve that we will have a really good
season.”

Mendes, a freshman, made her high
school debut with outstanding per-
formances on the bars – second with
an 8.3 – and the beam – third at 8.4.
She also had a nice pixieish floor
exercise routine, earning an 8.0.

Kyla’s very first event was the

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
MAKING THE SAVE…Keeper Michelle Meglaughlin
has done a fabulous job for the Blue Devils.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
GAINING CONTROL OF THE BALL…Blue Devil Alex Lee settles the ball in
the game with the Cougars. Cranford edged Westfield, 2-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF A RIVAL KIND…The Blue Devils, in blue, and the
Raiders really mean business whenever they get together to play a friendly game
of soccer.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
PERFECTLY BALANCED ON THE BEAM…Raider Lindsay Church prac-
tices her handstand styles on the balance beam before the meet with Somerville.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
PAVONI AND WARCHOL SQUASH A COUGAR…Raiders Andrew Pavoni, No. 33, and Wesley Warchol, No. 54,
squash Cougar Rob Verhoeven as teammates Gary Cousar, No. 5, and Damon Clark, No. 32, among others also close in
for the kill.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DRAWING A CROWD OF TIGERS…Blue Devil Terrence Jenkins, No. 5, eludes a crowd of Linden Tigers in the third
quarter and makes a huge gain. Linden defeated Westfield, 6-0, on September 16.


