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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Political Forum
Jacobson Advocates Policy

To Combat Speeding in Town
Cost-Effective Parking Plan, Pursuing Grants for Town

Tops Agenda for Council Candidate Peter Echausse
WESTFIELD – Westfield Demo-

cratic Mayoral Candidate Susan
Jacobson has said that she advocates
a zero tolerance policy against speed-
ing.

“Speeding causes accidents and
accidents are a senseless and avoid-
able form of violence against our
citizens and motorists,” said Mrs.
Jacobson.

Mrs. Jacobson, who was a member
of the Westfield Board of Education
for 12 years, and served as its presi-
dent for three years, said she sup-
ports the Town Council’s effort to
implement speeding and “traffic
calming” measures. These measures
include strips of bumped roadway
sometimes referred to as “rumble
strips.”

While pointing out that these strips
are effective in slowing motorists,
down Mrs. Jacobson said the town
“must also continue to investigate
additional ways to address the speed-
ing problem.”

If elected, she said she will review
police use of manpower to enforce
speeding laws throughout the town.
One of her goals will be to put a
program of stricter police enforce-
ment of existing speeding laws into
operation.

Mrs. Jacobson said a greater po-
lice presence on Westfield’s streets
might be one of the solutions to the
problem of speeding.

“Deterrence is key,” Mrs. Jacobson
said.

“Another area to consider in our
efforts to combat speeding is in-
creased use of signage,” Mrs.
Jacobson added.

“I believe the mayor and council
need to work together with police
and residents in reviewing and imple-
menting measures to take control of
our streets,” she said. “Pedestrians,
especially children, need to feel they
live in a town where it is safe for
them to cross the street, pull out of a
driveway or turn a corner.”

In addition to her position as Vice
President of the Union County Cham-
ber of Commerce, Mrs. Jacobson is
Executive Director of the Route 22
Chamber. She is currently serving on
state and county advisory commit-
tees reviewing traffic and pedestrian
safety on the Route 22 corridor.

“I am fully aware of a range of
measures that can be taken to in-
crease and improve traffic and pe-
destrian safety. The knowledge I have

gained while serving on these advi-
sory committees can also be applied
to Westfield,” the candidate stated.

“Safety is a priority for all resi-

dents,” Mrs. Jacobson said. “It is an
important quality of life issue.”

“Westfield is a very special place,”
she continued. “I want to make sure
it stays that way.”

Susan Jacobson

WESTFIELD — Republican Pe-
ter Echausse kicked off his bid for
the Westfield Town Council by start-
ing his door-to-door campaign and
having a fundraiser backed by 100
supporters.

Mr. Echausse, who is seeking the
First Ward Council seat, began the
weekend by walking with current
Councilman and Mayoral Candidate,
Gregory S. McDermott. Last Sun-
day, supporters attended a fundraiser
hosted by Jackie and Mike Cash of
Dudley Avenue.

Among the attendees were former
Westfield Mayors Ron Frigerio and
Richard H. Bagger, Mr. McDermott,
Councilmen Matthew P. Albano and
Neil F. Sullivan as well as former
Congressional candidate Tom Kean,
Jr.

A credit analyst his entire career,
Mr. Echausse has nearly 10 years
experience in the public finance sec-
tor at Standard & Poors and Merrill
Lynch, where he analyzed municipal
bonds backed by property taxes as
well as other revenue sources.

He said his experience reviewing

the operating and capital budgets of
state and local municipalities will be
invaluable as Westfield seeks to bud-
get long-term projects in the near

manner for taxpayers. The invest-
ments Town Council will be making
in our infrastructure over the next
few years are too important for us not
to have a clearly defined long-range
plan,” he stated.

Mr. Echausse’s civic duties include
serving on Westfield’s Recreation
Commission, the Westfield Expen-
diture Review Committee and on
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church’s Finance Council.

“I’ve lived in Westfield for eight
years and I want to ensure that we
enjoy the same quality of life years
from now that we enjoy today,” he
said. “To do that, we need to make
smart financial decisions that save
taxpayer money, and invest in the
kind of projects that make our com-
munity special, such as park im-
provements and better, safer roads
and sidewalks.”

Mr. Echausse’s top goals for his
campaign are to embrace a cost-
effective downtown parking plan that
benefits all users, without burdening
taxpayers; aggressively pursue grant
funding to upgrade and beautify all

parks, especially Brightwood and
Clark Parks; expedite and improve
the building permit process and in-
crease funding for the town’s side-
walk repair program, but to include
curbing in the future, if possible.

The candidate and his wife, Col-
leen, live on Tuttle Parkway and
have three young children.

He is employed as a Vice President
at Toronto Dominion Securities in
New York City where he works as a
credit research analyst for the firm’s
Leveraged Loan Group.

future.
“My experience in municipal fi-

nance will help ensure that we plan
prudently for our future needs and
that we finance services and capital
projects in the most cost-effective

Peter Echausse

McDermott Asks Council to Endorse Property Tax Relief
As Proposed By State Senate President DiFrancesco

WESTFIELD – Westfield First
Ward Councilman and Mayoral can-
didate, Gregory S. McDermott, will
ask the council to endorse a resolution
at the next Town Council meeting
supporting a state plan that would
provide additional property tax relief
to Westfield’s families and seniors.

The $400 million “Property Tax
Relief NOW!” plan, proposed by
State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, quadruples direct aid
to municipalities over three years,
increases Homestead Rebates for
seniors to $750 in 2001 and acceler-
ates the NJ Saver program to provide
average rebates of $500 to
homeowners in 2001 and $600 in
2002.

“We’ve worked hard to hold the
line on property taxes in Westfield,
but the fact is that the Council only
has control over a relatively small
percentage of the municipal budget.
That is why assistance from the state
is so important in our efforts to keep
property taxes stable,” said Mr.
McDermott.

Mr. McDermott said the additional

state aid will be welcome, particu-
larly as Westfield continues to make
the kinds of investments in its schools,
roads, parks and playgrounds that
preserve the quality of life for its
residents.

“It’s always a difficult balance to
undertake improvements to our town
while holding the line on taxes, but

our fiscal restraint will continue in
the future. Accountability to the tax-
payers should always be the Council’s
top concern, whether it is investing
in new street lights or planning for
parking improvements in the down-
town,” he said. “Senator
DiFrancesco’s plan will help us put
the taxpayer first.”

Under Senator DiFrancesco’s plan,
Westfield’s share of the state’s Mu-
nicipal Block Grant Program would
jump from $126,000 this year to
$246,000 next year. By 2003
Westfield would receive over
$496,000.

Also, the plan more than doubles
the size of the average NJ Saver
rebate due Westfield residents from
$269 this year to $560 in 2001.

“This plan not only helps local
officials balance municipal budgets,
but it also puts money back into the
pockets of our seniors and families,”
said Mr. McDermott. “I strongly sup-

port it and I’m confident my col-
leagues on council will support it as
well.”

Gregory S. McDermott

“Right now, Union County College
has one of the highest tuition rates in
the state. This fall, we’re going to
outline a plan to make the current
county scholarship program more in-
clusive by emphasizing public/private
partnerships with corporate sponsors.”

“Also, the imminent opening of a
medical waste facility in Linden and
the proposed transport of five billion
pounds of garbage from New York
through Union County has the mak-
ings of an environmental disaster,”
he continued.

He said the current freeholder
board has yet to respond to either of
these issues.
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Visit Our Website
www.cellsig.com

Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your Cellular Accessory Needs.

�WE WILL MEET OR BEAT
ALL OF OUR COMPETITOR�S PRICES!�

$5000 NOKIA REBATE
ON THE PURCHASE OF ANY NOKIA DIGITAL MULTI-NETWORK PHONE

Mail in and receive a $50 rebate ATM card with purchase of any Nokia phone

500 NIGHT & WEEKEND MINUTES AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR
12 Months on Either AT&T Digital or Regional Advantage Plans

REGIONAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANS

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set
FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

OFFER EXPIRES 09/30/00PLUS a $25 Retail Store Gift Certificate!

$29.99 $39.99 $49.99
Incl. Min. 620 700 900
Peak 120 200 400
Off Peak 500 500 500

$69.99 $99.99 $149.99
Incl. Min. 1,100 1,500 2,100
Peak 600 1,000 1,600
Off Peak 500 500 500

Call Anywhere in the U.S. with
NO Roaming or Long Distance Charges

Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30
All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new

activation  of service on select plans. Terms and conditions apply. See store for details

DIGITAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANSNEW!

$29.99 $39.99 $49.99 $59.99
Incl. Min. 750 1,750 1,900 2,100
Peak 250 250 400 600
Off Peak 500 1,500 1,500 1,500

$79.99 $109.99 $159.99 $209.99
Incl. Min. 2,300 2,700 3,500 4,500
Peak 800 1,200 2,000 3,000
Off Peak 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

132 East Broad St � Westfield

908-789-5302

WANTED
Healthy Type II Diabetics

treated with DIET  or ORAL MEDICATION
to take part in an in-patient clinical trial
of an investigational new medication.

All volunteers will receive study-related medication
and medical care as well as monetary compensation

Call 1-800-FOR-CPU3
(1-800-367-2783)


