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FANATIC
It is ironic that the word fanatic,

often used to describe certain sports
fans, comes from the Latin word
fanaticus, which means “divinely
inspired.” The Webster definition of
fanatic is “a person who is unreason-
ably enthusiastic or overly zealous,”
while fan, the clipped form of the
word, has the less passionate conno-
tation of “one who has enthusiasm
about a specified sport, pastime or
performance.”

The earliest source of fanatic is the
Latin word fanum, meaning
“temple.” This word has the interest-
ing derivative profanus, literally
meaning “outside the temple.”
Profanus, in turn, is the source of the
English word profane and profanity
- actions or words that definitely do
not belong inside the temple.

Worse yet is the fanaticism exhib-
ited by international terrorists who
commit their horrible crimes in the
name of one religion or another. It is
impossible to accept the idea that
such heinous deeds are divinely ap-
proved, let alone divinely inspired.

Education, transportation, the en-
vironment and the arts shape more
than the socioeconomic future of a
state. They directly influence the
quality of living that its residents
enjoy. It is not surprising then that
New Jersey residents, when polled,
rate these as the issues of greatest
concern to them.

It is for that same reason that “qual-
ity of life” issues were given priority
in the State Budget for Fiscal Year
2001 that went into effect on July 1.

The budget makes a significant
investment in statewide programs that
will relieve traffic congestion, pre-
serve open space, build new schools,
and even protect our state’s rich ar-
tistic and historic resources.

The new fiscal plan also recog-
nizes that quality of life needs exist
in our communities and has ear-
marked grants for local municipali-
ties, including Westfield, Fanwood
and Scotch Plains, for recreational
field improvements, senior citizen
transportation and library renova-
tions.

Equally important, the budget re-
turns an unprecedented $10 billion
to taxpayers in the form of property
tax relief; makes provisions for the
proverbial “rainy day” through the
set-aside of $870 million in surplus
and creates a blueprint for retiring
New Jersey’s debt.

A centerpiece of this year’s budget
is a new school construction initia-
tive that represents the largest school
facilities commitment made by any
state in the nation. The $6.75 billion
program is designed to assist every
school district in New Jersey build,
rehabilitate and enhance their school
facilities.

Overall, education spending in-
creased by more than $500 million in
this year’s budget, as did funding for
the state’s colleges and universities.

Much-needed infrastructure im-
provements to our roads, highways
and bridges will also be achieved
under the FY 2001 budget without
any taxes, fees or fines being raised.
A record-level boost in state fund-
ing, combined with federal funds,
will enable the state to spend close to
$2 billion on transportation projects
over the next year.

In addition to funds dedicated to
protect the state’s environment, in-
cluding open space preservation, New
Jersey’s historic and artistic resources
have been given significant support
through the budget. The budget funds
a newly established New Jersey Cul-
tural Trust, a first of its kind program
in the country that guarantees a state
match for private donations made to
the Trust.

The new trust program will pro-
vide a much-needed stable source of
funding for the arts, history and hu-

By DONALD T. DiFRANCESCO

New Jerseyans’ Quality of Life
To Be Enhanced in 2001 Budget

FROM THE  DESK OF SENATE PRESIDENT

manities and will allow the state’s
cultural and historic organizations to
develop more programs and culti-
vate new audiences.

In turn, New Jersey will benefit
from the tremendous economic, rec-
reational, cultural, educational, and
community development opportuni-
ties that thrive in a healthy artistic
environment.

It was Henry Ford who once said
that “the highest use of capital is not
to make more money, but to make
money do more for the betterment of
life.” Sound fiscal planning and the
longest economic expansion in his-
tory provided New Jersey with the
opportunity this year to follow Mr.
Ford’s sage advice.

The budget for the year ahead will
do more than build on New Jersey’s
current economic success. It will do
more to ensure that New Jersey re-
mains a quality place in which to
live, work and raise a family.

*  *  *  *  *
Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch

Plains is President of the New Jersey
State Senate.

Letters to the Editor

Mother Wants
Helmet Laws

For New
 “Razor Scooters”
As a Westfield resident, I want to

know why parents willingly let chil-
dren of ages 14 and under ride scooters
(razors) without protective gear such
as, at least, helmets.

It is my understanding that Union
County is in the process of implement-
ing laws to mandate that be subject to
the same riding regulations as bicycles.

These scooters can be as hazardous,
if not more so, than bikes and roller
blades. They ride faster and are less
controllable than bikes and blades.

As a mother of two, I would like to
let my kids ride the scooters in the
safest manner possible using at the
very least a helmet. My opinion is that
they should wear the same protective
gear as required to roller blade.

It just doesn’t make sense that people
feel we need to make it a law before we
decide to do the right thing for our
community to keep our kids safe.

Kim Graziadei
Westfield

Councilman Lauds Town Officials
For Solidarity on Parking Deck Issue
Early this year, Mayor Tom Jardim

asked each member of the Town Council
to identify important projects for the
year 2000. I identified, as my number
one priority, the necessity to take action
once and for all to address the need for
additional parking in downtown

Westfield.
The recent decision by the Town Coun-

cil to move ahead with a comprehensive
parking plan, with a parking deck be-
tween Elm and Prospect Streets as its
centerpiece, is an important step for-
ward for Westfield. After decades of
talk and analysis and re-analysis, the
town government will finally take deci-
sive action.

Most significantly, the determination
to adopt the comprehensive plan was
unanimous. As the town embarks on a
major project, it is important that elected
officials speak with a unified voice as we
explain the plan to the public. The con-
fidence of many residents could easily
be lost if one or more members of the
Town Council criticizes the new parking
plan as it unfolds. There is certainly
much more work to be done and this
work needs to progress cooperatively.

For example, while Westfield com-
muters on the long waiting list for per-
mits will get some relief from the new
parking capacity downtown, this aspect
of the parking problem will continue in
the short term. We must continue to
explore several proposed public-private
development partnerships that could add
more parking for Westfield commuters
near the train station. Our long awaited
local jitney service may be helpful, as
well.

The implementation of the parking
plan has been a collaborative project
among Council members. Any single
member or group of members who claims
the mantle of having led the effort is
being dishonest with the public.

However, there are many individuals
who do deserve special recognition in
coaxing the Council to make the com-
mitment to move ahead with the park-
ing plan. At the risk of omitting some-
one, I’ll list a few: the tenacious Mayor
Jardim, for refusing to listen to the
words “no deck;” Councilmen Carl
Salisbury and Jim Gruba, who served
on the parking task force that worked
for months with our consultant, Rich &
Associates; our new town administra-
tor, Tom Shannon, who brought to
Westfield valuable experience gained
in other communities which have con-
fronted parking problems; Planning
Board Chairman Martin Robins, who
offered his professional expertise as a
governmental transportation planner to
the Westfield process; and Michael
LaPlace, Executive Director of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation, who
has been spearheading many of the
improvements we are witnessing in the
central business district.

I am proud to be a member of the
Town Council that finally had the will to
tackle a chronic problem in Westfield.
With the support of voters in the Fourth
Ward in November as I seek re-election,
I hope to have a continuing role in the
collaborative effort of turning the plan
into a reality.

Lawrence A. Goldman
Councilman, Fourth Ward

Westfield

Reader Urges Girls to Participate
In Westfield High  TV Channel 36

As we begin this new school year, I’d
like to comment on the Westfield High
School TV Channel 36, an excellent re-
source with great potential. For students,
it offers a way to discover themselves
through the creative process. In turn, the
community can hear directly from stu-
dents regarding their concerns and issues,
and what we hope is the enrichment of
their lives at the High School.

Unlike the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Channel 34, however, where
we usually see a female and male anchor
team - a better-concept of sharing be-
tween the genders - we have over the
past years had males dominating the
high school TV Channel 36. They have
offered us skateboarding, pretend vio-
lence in their backyards, romps through
our town streets, parks and school areas.
And shown this week, there was another
romp through the cafeteria, where,
through gimmicks with the video, the
female workers were made to look rather
silly.

It’s a new school year. This is a chal-
lenge to the female students of Westfield
High School who write, dream, visual-
ize, imagine and hope for the planet.

HELP! We have already seen what the
boys can do. We need to hear from the
next female generation of writers, direc-
tors, lyricists, poets, musicians, artists -
the next Penny Marshall, Rosie
O’Donnell, Whoopi Goldberg, Alice
Walker, Rachel Carson, Carly Simon,
Betty Friedan, Christie Whitman - those
who will write female-centered stories,
giving us new characters like Grace in
“Once & Again,” and those in “Judging
Amy,” A League of Their Own, and “My
So-Called Life.”

There are many global, national and
local issues which need attention. And
perhaps the old idea of a roving reporter
and book reviews might be a way to
inform all of us regarding global warm-
ing, violence, gun control, corporate
control of media, racism, sexism and
homophobia. There is enlightening non-
fiction available at our excellent town
library, with something new each week.

I hope that other parents of sons and
daughters in the high school might agree
with this spirit of sharing and will sup-
port change at Channel 36. Thank you.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Help the Leader/Times Say ‘Thank You’
To Area Veterans at FestiFall Filming

Filmmaker John Lydecker from Winsted, CT,
and a camera crew headed by Mike Ferrante of
Weehawken will be in Westfield at the FestiFall
on Sunday, September 24 to shoot footage with
the public for the film production, “Let’s Say
Thanks.”

Under the sponsorship of the Westfield Historical
Society, The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood are producing this video
tribute to area veterans to express our thanks for the
sacrifices they have made in the defense of freedom.
The video is scheduled to premiere at the V2K
Dinner Dance on Saturday, November 11, where
hundreds of guests from the region will attend.
Thereafter, the video clip will be made available to
Community Access TV.

We invite everyone to appear in our video. There
are two ways to do this. First, be at The FestiFall in
front of our office on Elm Street, and the crew will
film you. Or create a videotape “thank you” clip of
your own and send it to us to edit into the video
presentation. As long as your clip meets the guide-
lines below, it will appear in our video.

1. Use one of the following video formats: VHS,

VHS-C, 8mm, Betamax, S-VHS, S-VHS-C, Hi-8, or
miniDV. Be sure your video camera is set to “SP”
(slow speed). Use a fresh, name-brand, premium
quality videocassette. Shoot a focused picture with a
stable image and audible audio.

2. Keep it short. We want to fit everyone in, so we’re
looking for clips no longer than 20 seconds. Feel free
to send a videocassette with multiple takes and differ-
ent ideas. Just be aware that our video editor will be
looking for short cuts — a smile here, a wave there,
a thoughtful sentence from an individual, a hearty
“thank you!” from a group.

3. Meet the Deadline. We need your submission at
The Leader office by Friday, October 27. Cassettes
will not be returned. If your work is precious, keep the
original and send us a copy.

4. Bear in mind that this video is intended for
general audiences. Clips deemed unsuitable for mi-
nors will not be included.

We want to hear from everyone from around the
county and the region. Perhaps we’ll receive video
clips from a firehouse, a third grade class, an office —
or from your living room. Let’s have fun.  Thank you
for your participation.

Aircraft Noise Foes Hail
Candidate Endorsements

Scotch Plains/Fanwood Citizens
Against Aircraft Noise (SP/FCAAN)
is delighted to inform our neighbors
that we have received written endorse-
ments from each of the Scotch Plains
mayoral and council candidates fed-
eral legislation introduced by Repre-
sentative Bob Franks (H.R.620) that
calls upon the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration to live-test ocean routing
in six months.

In addition, each candidate has writ-
ten an individual letter to FAA Admin-
istrator Garvey in support of Governor
Whitman’s November, 1999, letter ask-
ing the Administrator to live-test the
first portion of the Ocean Route Plan.

SP/FCAAN is pleased that our state-

wide position for resolving the aircraft
noise issue has been adopted by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, our District 22 State Legisla-
tors (DiFrancesco, Bagger, and Au-
gustine), Representative Franks, and
our two District 7 Congressional can-
didates (Connelly and Ferguson), Gov-
ernor Whitman, Senator Torricelli, and
our two Senate candidates (Corzine
and Franks). We hope that this over-
whelming support will produce a posi-
tive conclusion to the longstanding
battle to quiet the skies over our towns.

Martha Sides,
Secretary

SP/FCAAN
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Letters to the Editor

Modern Voting: It’s Easy to Register;
It Takes Dedicated People to Care

Every new election, somebody brings up “declin-
ing voter turnout” and “voter apathy.” Harvard Uni-
versity even has a regular study going on the subject.

Commonplace or not, the trends are true. In 1960,
turnout for the Kennedy-Nixon presidential election
was 62.8 percent - not of registered voters, but of
Americans merely qualified by age to vote. In 1996,
in the three-way race among Bill Clinton, Robert
Dole, and Ross Perot, only 48.9 percent of those
eligible to vote bothered to do it.

At the local level, voter turnout in Westfield was 29
percent in 1999 for contested Town Council races and
54 percent in 1998 when there was a contested may-
oral race. Mountainside saw a 38 percent turnout of its
4,753 registered voters in a contested council race and
a write-in challenge to long-time Mayor Robert
Viglianti. Turnout in Fanwood and Scotch Plains was
64 and 34 percent, respectively, in 1999. Fanwood had
mayoral and council races that year. Only one unex-
pired seat was up for grabs in Scotch Plains.

As for school elections, which are held in April
from 2 - 8 p.m., 2000 election turnouts were 14
percent in Westfield, 20 percent in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 24 percent in Mountainside where a write-
in candidate beat out a former incumbent.

Robert D. Putnam’s book, “Bowling Alone: The
Collapse and Revival of American Community,” (Simon
& Schuster, 2000), points out a number of parallel
political trends. In one of the most notable, participation
in party politics is down significantly.

Citing a Roper survey covering the years 1973-1994,
Putnam writes, “In round numbers, Americans were
roughly half as likely to work for a political party or
attend a political rally or speech in the 1990s as in the
1970s.”

At the official level, government continually tries
to do something about that trend, notably in making
voter registration easier. You can now re-register by
mail or at the department of motor vehicles (“motor
voter”), for example.

We wonder sometimes if voter registration simply
hasn’t become too easy.

Westfield Town Clerk Bernard A. Heeney told one
of our reporters recently, “Times have changed.”
Voters, he said, are no longer sworn in by the clerk,
with their registration witnessed by a registered voter

- the custom of years past. New voters simply have to
pickup a voter registration form from their local Town
Clerk’s office, fill it out and mail it to the Union County
Clerk’s office. These forms are also available at the
various fall street fairs such as next Sunday’s (Septem-
ber 24) FestiFall in Westfield. The last day to register for
the November General Election is Tuesday, October 10.

Another reporter, who moved to New Jersey this
spring, re-registered by mail, using a form that con-
tained no blank for party affiliation.

In New Jersey, voters declare their party affiliation
by showing up for a primary and picking one ballot or
another. Few bother to do so. “We have a lot more
unaffiliated registered voters than we have voters for
either (major) party,” said Terry Brown, Deputy Ad-
ministrator of the Board of Elections of Union County.

Of course, party affiliation mostly affects primary
election turnout. Voters can vote for whomever they
choose, regardless of party affiliation, in the General
Election.

If simply registering to vote is easy, declaring or
changing party affiliation is comparatively hard. In
New Jersey, a registered Democrat or Republican
wishing to vote in a different primary has to order a
change of party form 50 days in advance of a primary.
In Massachusetts, you can drop out of a party and
become an independent by mail, but changing from
one party to another requires a personal visit to the
registrar.

Party politics, as a result, has changed. It no longer
involves rousing precinct caucuses. Instead, it has
become a creation of the direct mail industry. Parties
have lots more money, but not more dedicated people.

Robert Putnam cites an additional disturbing factor
in declining voter involvement. The generation born
after 1964 is, he says, about one-third less likely to
know basic political facts, or to be informed about
political questions, than any of their predecessors.
This is not a continuing decline, he points out, but a
particular characteristic of the youngest generation.

Leaving the Constitutional convention in 1787,
Benjamin Franklin was asked what kind of govern-
ment the delegates had created. “A republic, if you
can keep it,” he replied.

A republic takes dedicated people. Given the current
trends, where will those dedicated people come from?


