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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment

Good Grief! Plays in Park Ends Season With Super
Salute to Charlie Brown in You�re A Good Man

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EDISON — Based entirely on
the popular Charles Schultz comic
strip, “Peanuts,” You’re a Good
Man, Charlie Brown by the Plays
in the Park ensemble in Edison
chronicles the events in a day in
the life of the lovable hero, Charlie
Brown, and his clever beagle,
Snoopy.

In the 1960’s, Composer/Lyricist
Clark Gesner, had no intention of
turning his Peanuts songs into a
staged musical. In fact, in 1966,
Mr. Gesner recorded a successful
MGM record album of his Peanuts
songs, long before a staged ver-
sion was ever in the works.

After hearing the recorded ver-
sion, which included the voice of
Orson Bean, Producer Arthur
Whitelaw convinced Mr. Gesner
to obtain stage rights from Schultz
and create a full-length staged
version of his conception.

With the approval of Schultz,
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown
opened at Theatre 80 on St. Marks
in New York City, on March 7,
1967. The production played 1,597
performances and the cast in-
cluded Gary Burghoff as Charlie
Brown. A less successful film ver-
sion followed and most recently,
Charlie Brown came back into
focus with a short-lived, but Tony
Award winning revival on Broad-
way, which starred Anthony Rapp
and Kristen Chenowith.

Sadly, Schultz passed away on
February 12 at his home in Santa
Rosa, Calif. He died only hours
before the last original Peanuts
comic strip was to appear in Sun-
day newspapers. Schultz left be-
hind a legacy and a group of
lovable misfits that will always be
dear to our hearts.

Everyone must catch a glimpse

Courtesy of Plays in the Park

Frank Andrews as Charlie Brown, left, Ian August as Snoopy, center, and Karen Pierson
as Lucy, right.
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Take the Stage

of themselves in
one of the charm-
ing Peanuts char-
acters, and seeing a
live version of
You’re a Good Man,
Charlie Brown is a
delightful and
heartwarming trip
down memory
lane.

For the last offer-
ing of their success-
ful summer season,
Plays in the Park in
Edison recently
staged their own
version of this lively
piece at The
Stephen J. Capestro
Theater at Roosevelt
Park. Presented by
The Middlesex
County Board of
Chosen Freeholders
and The Middlesex
County Department
of Parks and Recre-
ation, You’re a Good Man, Charlie
Brown opened on August 23 and
played its final performance on
August 31.

Directed and Produced by long-
time Plays in the Park veteran,
Gary P. Cohen, Charlie Brown per-
fectly came to life outside, under
the stars in Edison. With a state of
the art sound system and a cheery,
primary color scenic design, this
was a delightful production that
thrilled old and young alike.

Plays in the Park offers excellent
productions that are quite profes-
sional, and this version of Charlie
Brown was no exception. Acco-
lades go equally to the all of the
energetic and talented cast.

Frank Andrews as Charlie Brown
was a delight, capturing all the
sweetness and head-scratching

innocence of our likable hero.
Ian August was a terrific Snoopy,

energetically bringing the precious
“Red Baron” Beagle to life.

Karen Pierson charmed the au-
dience with a fun, quirky Lucy,
and she was just adorable in the
number, “Schroeder.”

Joe Riley, Ethan Nash, and Susie
Paplow were also splendid in the
roles of Linus, Schroeder, and Pep-
permint Patty, respectively. This
was a refined, talented cast, and
the direction by Mr. Cohen was

expertly paced and interesting.
Zestfully choreographed by

Michelle Massa and professionally
musically directed by Mark Baron,
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown
reminded us that we are all still
children at heart.

While arriving several hours early
to set up your lawn chair may not
be everyone’s cup of tea, (Good
Grief!) Plays in the Park is a fine,
professional company, offering pro-
ductions that are worth seeing. I
look forward to their next season.

�Young Artists in Rome� Program
Set at American Performance Studios

WESTFIELD – The American
Performance Studios in
Mountainside will begin classes
on Monday, September 18. Vocal
training and acting technique
classes, which are open to stu-
dents ages 7-18, are held from
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Mondays and
Thursdays. Private instruction in
classical vocal technique and act-
ing technique are also available
for pupils of all ages.

Vocal training, taught by soprano
and teacher Jeannette Ferrell
(Maraffi,) includes teaching stu-
dents to read a basic melodic line
of music, vocal production which
protects the voice, ear training,
diction, rehearsal technique and
performance. The repertoire is
chosen based on the student’s
age, interest and technical level.

Acting technique is taught by
actress Molly Barber of Romper
Room fame. Students are taught
improvisation, acting and re-
hearsal technique, movement and
performance. A variety of solo
and group activities are included
in the classes. Students may fully
participate and develop their skills
because the classes are very small.

Once again, The American Per-
formance Studios will prepare
young musicians for an Italian
experience as part of the Rome
Festival in Italy. Selected singers,

actors and dancers can partici-
pate in the festival’s production
of the Humperdinck opera Hansel
and Gretl in Rome during July
2001. The opera is performed by
the Rome Festival every four years
in Rome and is sung in the origi-
nal language of German.

In 1997, eight youngsters from
Westfield and Mountainside par-
ticipated in this program. The fes-
tival plans to have more partici-
pants in the 2001 season.

All young artists will be taught
German and the music program
through a collaboration with The
American Performance Studios.
Participants in the program will
attend the festival in July and be
a part of a 30-year history of the
Rome Festival.

International musicians play in
the orchestra, sing the opera pro-
ductions and dance with the bal-
let company. Concerts are given
in a lovely “cortile” (courtyard) in
Rome and a cultural program in-
cludes visits for the youngsters to
all the major historical and cul-
tural attractions.

For information and a brochure
for The American Performance
Studios classes, or for more de-
tails concerning the Rome Festi-
val Young Artists Program, please
call (908) 233-7214 or (908) 233-
2910, or fax (908) 233-2979.

LEARNING THE MOZART EFFECT...Carolyn Klinger-Kueter and Paul
Nazzaro, piano teachers with studios in Westfield, were invited by the
Jacobs Music Company of Lawrenceville to participate in a seminar on
the “Mozart effect,” a subject very much in the news. The presentation
included an overview of numerous studies which have taken place in
the past eight years, showing that second graders who were given four
months of piano keyboard training scored 27 percent higher on
proportional childhood music lessons actually enlarge the brain area
used to analyze musical pitch, rhythm and music students score higher
SAT’s. The national representative of Steinway Pianos, Ray Catuna, was
the presenter. Besides the Mozart effect, the instruments and the
importance of tuning pianos at the start of each fall, just before a student
returns for the following year’s lessons. Ms. Klinger-Kueter and Mr.
Nazzaro have taught piano for a combined total of 55 years. For more
information on the seminar or piano lessons, please call Ms. Klinger-
Kueter at (908) 233-9094 or visit www.carolynmusic.com or call Mr.
Nazzaro at (908) 232-3310 or visit www.NazzaroMusic.com.

Noon to 5pm

Call (908) 322-6066 for more information
Sponsored by the Fanny Wood Day Committee

Rain date Oct. 1

FIFTH  ANNUAL

Sunday
September 24, 2000

Join Your Friends And Neighbors for
An Amazing Craft & Street Fair

�Craft Vendors �Moon Walk
�Petting Zoo �Balloonamators
�Delicious Food �Pie Auction
�Antique Car Show �Live DJ Music
�Battleship NJ �Pie Baking Contest

Featuring World Famous Heavy-Weight
Gerry Cooney

� Special Hobby Area - Come Display Yours
� Little Miss Fanny Wood Contest

� Child Safety Fingerprinting
� Antique Car Show

� Much More!!!

Signing Autographs & Demonstrating His Boxing Skills

MEET THE AUTHORS

THE TOWN BOOK STORE
255 East Broad Street, Westfield • 908-233-3535

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH

Can’t Attend? Call To Order Your Personally Inscribed Copy Today!

“Hanging Hannah” – a mystery

& “The Marshall Plan for Novel Writing”
EVAN MARSHALL

11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“The Ten Gifts”
WESTFIELD NATIVE ROBIN SILVERMAN

2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

“People & Pearls”
WESTFIELD RESIDENT DIANA EDKINS

4 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Scotch Plains Baptist Church
333 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-5487

Saturday, September 16th • 6pm

2 Blocks South of Route 22

Amish Quilt &
Craft Sale

Direct from Lancaster County, PA
Saturday Sept. 23 – 9:00am to 5:00pm

Westfield Armory
500 Rahway Ave., Westfield, NJ

Visa Mastercard Accepted - No Admission Fee!
Amish Country Quilts & Crafts – PH (717) 786-8487

Amish Country Quilts & Crafts brings their second annual
sale to Westfield featuring over 250 Quilts plus Wall Hangings,

Pillows, Dolls, Toys, Books, Furniture, Rugs, Artwork and
much more from the Amish and other Craftspeople of Lancaster

County, PA. Unique gifts for all occasions!


