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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Fall Kindermusik Classes Set
By Carolyn Klinger-Kueter

WESTFIELD -- Carolyn Klinger-
Kueter will begin her fifth year of
Kindermusik classes at her 424 St.
Marks Avenue studio.

There are four age groups of-
fered, all appropriate for each child
involved, from infancy to six years
of age.

“The first years of a child’s devel-
opment are the most enriching and
long lasting, guaranteeing that the
individual will develop a lifetime
love of music far beyond any ex-
pectations,” stated Ms. Klinger-

Kueter. She further revealed that
this new and unique adventure
at this time in her life had brought
a new perspective to her 40 years
of piano teaching of older chil-
dren.

Currently, Ms. Klinger-Kueter is
a music facilitator at the St. Paul’s
Preschool in Westfield.

For more information, please
visit her Web site at
www.Carolynmusic.com or call
(908) 233-9094 or e-mail:
ckkms@att.net.

MUSICAL ENSEMBLE...Carolyn Klinger-Kueter, a piano teacher with a studio located in Westfield, interacts
with students in her Kindermusik class. From tambourines to shakers, Ms. Klinger-Kueter points out that the
earlier students become engrossed in music, the better.

Arts & Entertainment
Oil Painting Demonstration With Brian Dursee

Organized by SP-F Arts Association Sept. 20
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Arts
Association’s first program of
the season will feature Brian
Dursee in a demonstration of oil
painting techniques on Wednes-
day, September 20, at 8 p.m. at

the Fanwood Community Cen-
ter.

An art teacher, Mr. Dursee is
known for his paintings which
exhibit some of Chagall’s mysti-
cism and Soyer’s depression era
realism.

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

The Original
Kings of Comedy

Raises a Royal Ruckus

3 popcorns

The Original Kings of Comedy plays
the race card, big time. Happily, it’s all
in the name of laughter and under-
standing. The R-rating this comedy-
concert movie overwhelmingly earns
for language and sex-related topics
might as well also stand for racial. Not
a prejudice goes unnoticed, not a
racist notion remains unexamined, and
nary a bigoted emotion escapes satire.

Directed by Spike Lee, the film
proves by hilarious example that in-
deed there is humor in truth and vice
versa.

Filmed over several nights at the
Charlotte Coliseum, each of its four
title stars chides the audience con-
cerning their true feelings about black-
white relations. “It’s OK,” instructs
emcee Steve Harvey, of WB fame,
after offering a characteristically un-
abashed opinion. “I can say that,” he
assures, as if by exposing the naughty
sentiment, like the heroine in a psy-
chological thriller who faces up to a
dark  subconscious secret, we will all
be freed from the constraints of our
debilitating intolerance. Perhaps.

Perhaps not. But it’s a nice notion.
Each stand-up comic is introduced

by Harvey, who masterfully provides
the cement for their rapid-fire diatribes.
The other three self-proclaimed kings
of comedy are D.L. Hughley, Cedric
the Entertainer and Bernie Mac. All
four deliver uproarious monologues,
albeit in distinctly different styles.

And of course, to differentiate who
the funniest is would be to split hairs.
But then what’s a critic for if not to
slice an occasional follicle? So here
goes:

Laying the all-important ground-
work, Hughley kicks off the festivities
by broaching a group of topics that
will prove a recurring theme with his
compatriots as the evening wears on:
What African-American folks are re-
ally like, what white folks are really
like, sex and the middle-aged man,
and an unmitigated disdain for all
things hip-hop.

Seemingly the most structured,
though it’s probably just that it shows,
there is a tight, studied demeanor in
Hughley’s delivery. He is a fine tech-
nician, and he sets up his punch lines
with the exacting perfection of a mas-
ter theoretician. Now, if he could just
do all that without letting us know it.
He might take a lesson from the
number two man in the lineup, Cedric

the Entertainer.
More raconteurish in approach,

Cedric uses his friendly, Smurf-like
plumpness to quickly ease him into
the good graces of his audience. And
so at first blush it may appear that he
is the least confrontational among the
group. But au contraire, mon frere. It’s
just that he enters from an angle.

He is the deep and sometimes ab-
stract thinker, segueing off into a
Gregorian chant at one point just to
show the length and breadth of his
ken. Spinning the most cerebral of the
quartet’s material, drifting off into illu-
sory premises to make his comic points,
Cedric opines about white people and
space travel. “They fantasize,” he sug-
gests, “that they will go to the Moon
and leave us all behind.” He assures
that he and his brethren will follow.

Cedric and company also follow the
master of ceremonies’ lead after he
etches a wonderfully self-effacing look
at stereotypical black church types.

The role of religion in African-Ameri-
can life is both wickedly lampooned
and fondly revered. And to a man, the
kings of comedy pine for the romantic
songs of the post-Motown era. The
audience roars at their imitations. The
comics draw a generational line in the
sand, nostalgically bemoaning the lack
of love in gangsta tune lyrics.

Least convincing in that respect,
though, is Bernie Mac, holding down
the anchor. The most provocative of
the crew, the bulk of his monologue is
quite funny and in keeping with the
established mood. But he is a tad less
polished than his cohorts, and his
corporal solutions for dealing with
disobedient children are only at first
amusing. He tells the bittersweet, per-
haps partially true tale, of charitably
taking in his drug-addicted sister-in-
law’s three moppets.

We are comically convinced that the
manipulative two-year-old, who is the
ringleader, and the homosexual six-
year-old, who does her bidding, need
discipline. But around the fifth or sixth
supposedly humorous beating, the shtick
gets a mite uncomfortable. No amount
of child-rearing frustration can rational-
ize the curious harping in this area.

Without having traipsed behind the
scenes, it would be difficult to estimate
exactly how big a role the director
played in shaping the final product.
Mr. Lee is never shy about sharing his
opinion, and it would be interesting to
know if, through selective editing, he
veered the work in a specific direction.

But what is oddly obvious is the
rather uncharacteristic lack of creative
flourish that Spike Lee exhibits in as-
sembling his concert movie. There is a
dearth of gloss and dimension. Splic-
ing is uneventful. And as successful as
The Original Kings of Comedy is at
tickling our collective funny bone, the
filmic presentation is no more artistic
than the average TV documentary.

While the verite treatment may lend
an aura of authenticity to the chronicle,
it does nothing to heighten the enter-
tainment experience.

Still, what the motion picture lacks
in style, it makes up for in substance.
It doesn’t fear to tread where others
shilly-shally. Because, let’s face facts.
We see it in too much of the media and
in mainstream entertainment venues.

The current climate of political cor-
rectness remains inhospitable to any
meaningful dialogue on America’s race
problems.

Intentional or not, prejudice is per-
petuated. But pulling few punches,
Messrs. Harvey, Hughley, Mac and
Cedric tell it like it is in a non-stop
flurry of candid drollery. The honesty
is liberating. Being downright funny in
the bargain, The Original Kings of Com-
edy does a real stand-up job of open-
ing up the discussion.

*  *  *  *  *
Rated R, The Original Kings of

Comedy is a Paramount release di-
rected by Spike Lee and stars Steve
Harvey, D.L. Hughley, Cedric the En-
tertainer and Bernie Mac. Running
time: 115 minutes.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Mr. Dursee received his
Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree
from The School of Visual Art in
New York and his Masters De-
gree from Kean College, now
Kean University.

Currently, the artist is employed
as an instructor at ECLC of New
Jersey in Chatham. He is also an
educational instructor at the New-
ark Museum. Mr. Dursee’s paint-
ings have appeared in over 13
exhibits at various locations in New
Jersey, New York and Baltimore.
He will participate in an October
exhibition at Fairleigh Dickinson
University in Hackensack.

The public is encouraged to
attend the demonstration which
is sponsored by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Arts Association and is
made possible in part by a HEART
Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

For more information, please
call Thomas E. Yeager at (908)
322-5438.

Auditions for CDC�s
Cinderella Scheduled
CRANFORD – The Cranford

Dramatic Club will host open au-
ditions for its children’s theater
production of Cinderella on Sat-
urday, September 23, at 1 p.m. and
Tuesday, September 26, at 7:30
p.m. at the theater which is lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford. There is no chorus.

The cast roles are:
·King Darling – adult male comic

character actor
·Prince Charming – young adult

male
·Stepsisters – 2 adult comic char-

acter actors (male or female)
·First and Second Helpers to

Fairy Godmother – 2 high school
students or adults, (male or fe-
male)

·Stepmother – adult female comic
character actor

·Cinderella – young woman
·Fairy Godmother – adult fe-

male
Cinderella is a musical version

of the play written for The Prince
Street Players and not the Disney
version. Auditioning actors/ac-
tresses should bring sheet music
for a song in keeping with the
character for whom they are audi-
tioning.

For more information, please
call Michael Marcus, Director, at
(973) 467-0876 or Sandi Pells, Co-
Director, at (908) 276-6113.

Author to Discuss
Oddities of Presidents

At College Club Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS – The College

Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
will hold its first meeting on Mon-
day, September 18, at 8 p.m. at the
First Methodist Church, 1171 Terrill
Road, Scotch Plains. Nat Bodian,
an author from Cranford, will speak
on “Curiosities and Oddities in the
Lives of America’s Presidents.”

Mr. Bodine has called some of
the most unusual experts from his
newly-completed book of the same
title with a wealth of fascinating
oddities about bloodlines, physi-
cal traits, presidential exploits and
other rare presidential qualities
that have made each president
special in some area of activity or
human endeavor.

With 11 books published, Mr.
Bodine was a 1986 nominee for
the Publishing Hall of Fame. He
has lectured extensively on pub-
lishing topics before professional
groups, at four university cam-
puses, and as a faculty member of
the New York University Summer
Publishing Institute.

His most recent book is “The Joy
of Publishing: Fascinating Facts,
Anecdotes, Curiosities and His-
toric Origins about Books Authors,
Editors and Publishers, and Book-
making and Bookselling.” It is
currently being translated into
Chinese and will be published in
that language in Beijing later this
year.

Mr. Bodian is active with the
Westfield Historical Society and
has lectured to other groups about
America’s presidents.

Selection of Amish Quilts, Crafts
On Tap At Westfield Armory

WESTFIELD – Amish Country
Quilts & Crafts will come to the
National Guard Armory, 500
Rahway Avenue, Westfield to
vend a large selection of quilts
and crafts on Saturday, Sep-
tember 23, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.

There is no admis-
sion charge.

The sale will
feature over 250
quilts for twin, full,
queen and king beds,
over 500 quilted wall
hangings, pillows, dolls, art-
work, toys, furniture, rugs,
books and more handiwork
from the Amish and other
craftspeople of Lancaster County,
Pa.

Amish Country Quilts & Crafts is a
cottage type industry formed by Jane
Benton 13 years ago to hold quilt
sales around the country.

Ms. Benton goes to the Lancaster
County farms of her Amish friends

and neighbors to collect their
handmade items to take to

the sales. In the past 13
years, she held well-re-

ceived sales in Roch-
ester, White Plains

and Stony Brook,
N . Y . ,
A n n a n d a l e ,
Va., Phoenix,

Ariz. ,  Lowell ,
Mass. ,  Raleigh,

N.C., Austin, Tex., Se-
at t le and Spokane,

Wash., Colorado Springs,
Colo., and Hayward and

Roseville, Calif.
This will be the second sale in

Westfield.
As family farms are slowly disap-

pearing in the Lancaster County area,
Amish craftspeople need our sup-
port.

WESTFIELD $339,900
Move In Condition – Beautifully maintained 7 room, 3 Bedroom Ranch
on .35 acres with many recent updates including electric, siding, roof,
windows, deck, driveway and CAC. Living Room/Dining Room
combination features recessed lighting, wall sconces and a gracious
fireplace.  Family Room features wainscotting, sliders to the deck and
an eating area.  A full basement with Laundry Room complete this home.
Offered at $339,900. WSF-9014

©1997 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Westfield Office
209 Central Ave
 (908) 233-5555

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club
Silver Level ’98-’99

Jayne BernsteinJayne BernsteinJayne BernsteinJayne BernsteinJayne Bernstein
Sales AssociateSales AssociateSales AssociateSales AssociateSales Associate

MOUNTAINSIDE $319,900
Beautifully maintained 3 Bedroom Colonial/Split tastefully decorated.
Newer central air conditioning, Den, recessed lights, windows and sliders
to a 12’x16’ deck, driveway with Belgium block, front walk with pavers,
fireplace in Living Room, stone/aluminum siding. 75’x130’ lot. Lovely
rear yard. WSF-8957

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555 ext #169
www.westfieldnjhomes.com

Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi Sales Associate

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today
for The Perfect Home!

1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 & 1999

hye-young@worldnet.att.net

OPEN HOUSE • SUNDAY, AUGUST 17th • 1-4PM

MOUNTAINSIDE $529,000
Spectacular 4 Bedroom Contemporary Colonial. Totally renovated. Two
story Entry, custom Kitchen, huge
Dining Room and more. WSF-8944

234 SOUTH FORK ROAD, MOUNTAINSIDE

Westfield Office
209 Central Ave.
(908) 233-5555

©1997 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

KIMBERLEY  A. HALEY
MAKING  REAL  ESTATE REAL EASY

Member NJAR Million Dollar Club - Gold Level 1998 - Sales Associate
E-mail: kimhaley@home.com

CHARMING COLONIAL
Westfield  – Immaculate and spacious Colonial with large foyer,
extra large Kitchen with new appliances, newly decorated, hardwood
floors under carpet, Living Room with fireplace, new hot water heater
(’98), close to town and trains.
$429,900 WSF-9038

OPEN HOUSE • SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 • 1-4PM
615 FOURTH AVENUE, WESTFIELD


