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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Political Forum
Scotch Plains Democrats’  2nd Annual Picnic

Serves up Hot Dogs, Burgers and Tax Talk

Deborah Madison for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
HOT DOGS AND POLITICS...Scotch Plains Mayoral candidate Geri Samuel, center, and Council contender Pete Tripet,
right, met local residents during Sunday’s picnic. At left is Scotch Plains Councilman Tarquin Jay Bromley.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Democrats 2nd annual picnic
was held last Sunday at the home of
Ann and Lou Beckerman on High-
lander Drive.

Scotch Plains Township Council-
woman Geri Samuel and Pete Tripet,
candidates for mayor and council-
man, respectively, were the guests of
honor. Also in attendance were Con-
gressional Candidate and former
Mayor of Fanwood, Maryanne
Connelly as well as Union County
Freeholders Angel Estrada and
Chester Holmes, County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi and Scotch Plains
Councilman Tarquin Jay Bromley.

More than 100 Scotch Plains’ resi-
dents attended the picnic to meet the
candidates. Several children and a
few adults took a dip in the pool and
played shuffleboard, while everyone
enjoyed the barbecued hamburgers
and hot dogs and discussed the issues
with the candidates.

While at the picnic, Mrs. Samuel
said that the major issues of this
campaign on most voters’ minds were
fiscal responsibility and property
taxes.

“Trenton needs to find alternative
methods for funding schools other
than property taxes, which has been
accomplished in other states,” Mrs.
Samuel told The Times reporter.

Scotch Plains, like all of Union
County, has many independents who
will vote the issues, not the parties,
Mrs. Samuel remarked.

Also running on the Democratic
ticket for an open council seat is Pete
Tripet. Mr. Tripet espouses his strong
roots in Scotch Plains, being a fifth
generation resident and graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
as well as a graduate of Seton Hall
University.

“I’m a strong believer in meeting
people in person and have been cam-

paigning door-to-door to get to know
the community and so everyone can
get to know me,” Mr. Tripet said.

He noted that the majority of
Scotch Plains residents have been
very receptive to his door-to-door
campaign, republicans and demo-
crats alike. The main issues that he
has encountered on the campaign
trail, besides fiscal taxes, were
Bowcraft’s proposed expansion and
aircraft noise pollution.

Like Mrs. Samuel, Mr. Tripet
claims that he is a proponent of pre-
serving open space and not over-
developing commercial enterprises

in residential neighborhoods.
The event’s host, Mr. Beckerman,

noted that this year’s turnout for the
picnic greatly exceeded last year’s
and the club’s expectations.

“We are very pleased with the
number of people who came out to
show their support for our candi-
dates,” he said.

Scotch Plains’ residents Liz
Blanchard and her son, Sid
Blanchard, said that they came out
because meeting the candidates in
person gives them a much better idea
of where the candidates stand.

“You can get a much better idea of

who you are voting for when you
meet them and talk face-to-face rather
than just reading about them in the
paper,” Mrs. Blanchard added.

“We try to meet both the Democrat
and Republican candidates in person
at events like this,” Mr. Blanchard
added.

Ms. Rajoppi, who is running for
re-election for the position of County
Clerk, pointed out that Union County
has one of the highest percentages of
women in government of all of the
counties. She has the distinction of
being the first women elected to the
position of Union County Clerk.

CJ’s Extra Innings: Offering
the Future in Collecting
By BRIAN JOHNSON

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Baseball card collecting has been
almost as popular as the American
pastime since the middle of the 20th
century.

But in the early 1980s, “the hobby”
experienced a surge unprecedented
in the American culture as the value
of the cards rose to astronomical
prices. More recently, new manufac-
turing strategies by the leading card
companies have changed the fate of
collecting value for the newer cards.

All this is in lieu of what the ex-
perts say was a flood of sport cards in
the early 1990s by the new and estab-
lished manufacturers.

Also, a new grading system, where
the card owner gets a written guaran-
tee of a grade 1 through 10 (10 being
perfect), has given card value an
enormous jump. A grade 10 card
sells for a considerably higher price
than the actual book value.

Recently, a 1909 Honus Wagner T-
206 Sweet Caporal Cigarettes card
was bought at an auction for over
$1,000,000, the highest bid in his-
tory for a card of its type. Since
Wagner demanded that the tobacco
company discontinue the card’s dis-
tribution due to his disdain for smok-

and pieces of game-worn shoes of
select stars The staff points out that
there is no guarantee of finding the
card in any given pack, but there is
high interest in the gamble and the
line of cards are popular.

The companies have also changed
the way of making autograph cards.
Now, the sport stars personally auto-
graph their cards before they are
sealed in the wax wrapping. In the
past, the autograph was printed on
the card with the photo, then copied
for distribution.

Wizards of the Coast, which puts
out the very popular Magic the Gath-
ering and Pokemon cards, has re-
cently joined the sports card busi-
ness, releasing the MLB Showdown
2000 card game. With these cards,
you can be your own manager and
general manager, picking your own
team and playing your friend’s team
in a fantasy league type of format.
There are cards for many of today’s
individual stars, and a 20-sided die is
used to determine the action.

Another new strategy seen is mul-
tiple lines of cards from each com-
pany. Topps, for instance, produces
five different baseball cards: Series 1
($2 per pack), Series 2 ($1.75), Sta-
dium Club Chrome ($3), Gallery ($4)
and Finest ($5).

ing, the card is in extremely limited
quantity.

The growing popularity of the
internet, with auction sites such as
eBay and thousands of companies
selling cards on-line, has helped move
card collecting productively into the
21st century.

The authority on card collecting
locally is CJ’s Extra Innings, located
on the corner of South Avenue and
West Broad Street in Westfield.
Staffed by four experts, owner Craig
(CJ) Johnson, store manager John
Kearns, Bruce Johnson and Don
Bucciarelli, CJ’s has been a local
landmark for 16 years.

Ironically, the business started in
the late ’70s, when Craig Johnson
was home sick and asked his mother
to bring his brother’s old baseball
card collection down from the attic.
After reading books on collecting
and the booming hobby business,
“CJ” opened his store in 1984, two
doors from his current location, on
West Broad Street. After moving
around the corner to a bigger store on
South Ave., the current “CJ’s” was
moved into about 10 years ago.

Aside from a huge inventory of
sport cards, photos and game cards
like Pokemon and Magic the Gather-
ing, CJ’s is well stocked with plaques.
In fact, many of the sports plaques
you see in the boardwalk arcades of
Seaside and Wildwood were made at
CJ’s.

According to the staff, the hot items
are rookie cards, autograph cards
and game-used memorabilia cards,
featuring parts of a jersey, shoes or a
bat.

Even more interesting is how the
manufacturers — such as Topps,
Fleer, Donruss and Upper Deck —
are circulating this type of memora-
bilia.

The Upper Deck Company recently
marketed a line of cards containing
pieces of actual game jersey worn by
New York Yankees legend Joltin’ Joe
DiMaggio. However, the company
only released 500 in its SP Authentic
packs, which makes one of these
cards very rare, and very valuable.

Dr. Ken Ciarrocca, a chiropractor
from Westfield, recently purchased a
$6 SP Authentic pack at CJ’s and
found one of the DiMaggio game
jersey cards.

“It’s listed in (the) Beckett (price
guide) at around $800,” Ciarrocca
said, proudly.

Other marketing strategies include
cards with shavings of baseball bats

At CJ’s, the highest-priced pack
would be the Fleer Greats of the
Game, which has risen in value to
$15 per pack. At the other end are
Skybox Impact at $1 each.

Although fads come and go, the
card companies’ vision for what is
interesting to the consumer contin-
ues to breathe new life into collect-
ing.

And as new generations of collec-
tors come along, look for a lot of
traffic at the little store on the corner
of South Avenue and West Broad
Street.

Top 10 Reasons To Join
Temple Sholom of Plainfield

(908) 756-6447

10) You want to be part of a wonderful Reform Congregation!
9) Our longevity: Almost ½ of our members have been with us for 18+ years!
8) The warm environment Sholom provides for all Jewish families –

including intermarrieds.
7) Our size: We are intimate enough for the Rabbi to know you and for our

B’nai Mitzvah to get individualized attention.
6) Our wonderful religious school and excellent Adult Education program!
5) We have great kids in our youth group!
4) We care about each other and contribute to our community!
3) We love to go out for ice cream after Shabbat services during the Summer!
2) Our Rabbi Joel Abraham is top-notch. He actively enhances our Jewish

Spiritual Life, education and sense of family tradition and community.
1) If you’ve made it this far down the list, then you are someone who would

most likely feel very at home at Sholom. Let’s explore that possibility together!

PROSPECTIVE MEMBER SHABBAT – September 15th
Be our guest on Sept. 15th at 6:30pm for dinner followed by

Shabbat services. Please RSVP for this event through the Temple.
Look Forward to Meeting You!

sholomplainfield@mailcity.com

Rabbi Joel Abraham • Cantor Wendy Shermet
Temple Sholom • 815 Seventh Street • Plainfield
(Conveniently located with secure off-street parking)

Catholic Golden Age to Meet
At St. Bart’s on September 17
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Chapter of Catholic Golden
Age will hold its first meeting for
2000-2001 on Sunday, September
17, at 1:30 p.m. in Nelligan Hall at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church on Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

Guest speaker Erica Lima of will
discuss “The Sharing Network,” dur-
ing which she will highlight the im-
portance of organ and tissue dona-
tion.

Refreshments will be served and
guests are welcome. Attendees are

asked to enter on the Rectory side of
the building.

Upcoming trips include Sights of
Newark on Wednesday, September
20; Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on
Thursday, October 19; Catholic
Golden Age on Sunday, December
10, and another trip to the Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 19.

Habitat for Humanity will be the
topic of the organization’s meeting
on Sunday, October 15.

For further information, please call
John McTigue at (908) 322-1804.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
A GREAT FIND AT CJ’S…Westfield chiropractor Dr. Ken Ciarrocca, center,
holds a Joe DiMaggio baseball card that he purchased from CJ’s for $6. The
card is now valued at $800. Pictured, left to right, are: Bruce Johnson, Ciarocca
and Craig “CJ” Jonson.

Miller-Cory Plans Program
On ‘Dame Schools’ Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
feature a presentation entitled “Dame
Schools – We have the right to read,
too!” this Sunday, September 17,
from 2 to 5 p.m.

Christine Glazer of Cranford, a
Miller-Cory volunteer and a teacher
who has taught in local schools, will
explain the program on “Dame
Schools,” a term used for a Colonial-
era school that was run by an edu-
cated woman in the community, of-
ten a minister’s wife.

Costumed docents will guide visi-
tors through the 1740 farmhouse and
will answer questions about life in
early America. The last tour will
begin at 4 p.m.

Kathy Dowling and Norman Calka,
members of the museum’s Cooking
Committee, will demonstrate open-
hearth cooking using authentic Co-
lonial recipes, utensils and methods
of preparation. Taste treats will also
be available for visitors to sample.

The museum gift shop features a
variety of Colonial reproductions,

crafts, cookbooks and educational
materials.

On Sunday, September 24, Evelyn
Kennelly of Westfield will demon-
strate the art of quilling.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age 6. For infor-
mation about the museum and its
calendar of upcoming fall events,
please call the museum office at (908)
232-1776.

Library to Present
Program on Living
Life Based on Goals

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, will present a pro-
gram entitled “Create the Life You
Love to Live,” a coaching session
with Jami Novak, today, Thursday,
September 14, from 7 to 9 p.m.

The program will focus on living
life according to one’s top priorities
and goals. All are invited to attend.

Banking Just like it’s supposed to be.

Coming soon: Generations Gold® Checking. Watch this newspaper for more information.
© 2000 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System.


