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Concepts & Thought
Bigger Textbooks, Tougher Classes: Local HS
Graduates Stretch Their Wings at Universities

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By now, most of the graduating
classes of Westfield High School
(WHS) and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) should be set-
tling into their new location — col-
lege. Full of new experiences, ex-
pectations and excitement, the new
graduates have their work cut out for
them. Most are nervous, but have
been enjoying themselves so far.

Julianne Mandrillo, a graduate of
WHS last year, is currently attending
Penn State University. She is major-
ing in communications.

She told The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,

“I thought the adjustment would be a
lot more difficult than it has been. I
feel like I’ve been here three months,
not two weeks.”

Julianne, who was a charter mem-
ber of the United Fund as well as
involved in the drama department,
attributed the ease of her college
experience much to the way of school-
ing at WHS. She said, “I now appre-
ciate more the study skills and level
of academics that WHS provided.
It’s helped me to be better prepared.”

Penn State, a very large college,
was also the choice of fellow WHS
graduate Kitty Chang.

Choices of colleges are ranging
further and wider. In Westfield, the

Guidance Department put out a list
of the schools which the top 75 stu-
dents in last year’s graduating class
are attending. The highest number of
students (four) are attending Colgate
University, while a surprisingly high
number (five) are attending ivy league
schools. Another high number is
Bucknell and Brandeis Universities,
who were the choice schools of three
students each. One member of the
top 75 pupils chose McGill Univer-
sity, a Canadian school.

Another interesting figure shown
on the list is a student from the top 75
has chosen employment as opposed
to college right away. Also, one stu-
dent chose to go on a church mission
before pursuing further education.

One key figure this time of year is
the fact that more graduates are at-
tending colleges. For Westfield, the
number of students who are attend-
ing four-year colleges is up over four
points from 1998 to 84.6 percent this
year. In addition, the total number of
students continuing their education
is at 92.4 percent.

For Scotch Plains- Fanwood, the
numbers are also quite high. While
the percentage of students going to
four year college is significantly lower
than Westfield at 74 percent, the total
number of students continuing their
education is at 89 percent. This num-
ber has grown over the past few years.

When it comes to the colleges of
choice for the top students of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, the locations are
quite different. In a listing of the top
20 percent (43) of students at SPFHS
for the Class of 2000, many students
decided to stay in the local area.
Fifteen students chose to attend
schools in the tri-state area. Another
interesting fact is the expanding
boundaries of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood grads.

Two of the 43 graduates are at-
tending schools in California, while
another two are attending Brigham
Young University in Utah. Also, one
student from Scotch Plains is attend-
ing the Yale University.

The District Counseling Supervi-
sor of Scotch Plains, Karen

McDermott, spoke of the Class of
2000 as “competitive and full of
energy. They were a very diverse
group.”

As it’s back to school for three of
the grades that were in high school
last year, the seniors are moving on
up. And more importantly, more se-
niors are moving on up. As Ms.
McDermott put it, “It’s a good thing.”

MODEL STUDENT...Jillian Saridaki, a June graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, poses with the scale model of Dachau Concentration Camp that she
built which will be placed on exhibit at the Holocaust Research Center at Kean
University beginning on Wednesday, September 20. She built the minature as
part of an assignment to develop a museum exhibit based on the course subject
matter. She chose Dachau as the focus of her project because of a personal visit
she made to the camp during family travels in Germany and the serious
impression it had made on her. Jillian, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Saridacki of Scotch Plains, is currently attending college but hopes to be present
for the exhibit opening. To attend the opening, please call Dr. Jeffrey Glanz at
(908) 527-3049, Extension No. 2222.

‘Rotation’ Sunday School System Scheduled
To Begin Sept. 24 at Presbyterian Church

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will launch a
“rotation” Sunday School system
for children in kindergarten through
fifth grade, beginning on Septem-
ber 24.

These children will spend time
each week in a different learning
environment, studying different as-
pects of a Bible story. A single
Bible story is covered over a 4- to
6-week period.

Learning centers or workshops
will guide youngsters, using such
modes as art, drama, video and
computer.

The sessions will commence at
9:15 a.m. in the Chapel and later
move to other church campus loca-
tions. The program will run through

May 20.
There will be the Bible Bowl, us-

ing games, visual aids and resource
materials to teach the relevance of
the Bible stories to everyday living.
The Creation Station will utilize the
creativity of the students to evoke a
response to Bible stories.

The Drama Rama workshop will
use costumes and props to bring
out children’s interpretation of Bib-
lical characters. Paradise Produc-
tions will utilize video and sound,
the Global Center will use Presby-
terian Mission resources and sto-

Montclair State
Posts Dean’s List

Montclair State University
in Upper Montclair has an-
nounced the names of local
pupils awarded Dean’s List sta-
tus for the spring 2000 semes-
ter. The recipients were:

Richard Mojica-Weihs of
Westfield, majoring in speech
communication; Jacqueline
Fitzherbert of Mountainside,
majoring in business adminis-
tration; Christine M. Klaskin
of Mountainside, focusing on
psychology and Alanna M.
Quillin of Mountainside, con-
centrating on biology.

Other recipients were: Ana
M. Lopez of Scotch Plains, ma-
joring in business administra-
t ion; Anjali Bansal of
Westfield, concentrating on
computer science; Joan L.
Dreyer of Westfield, focusing
on fine arts/studio, and Rob-
ert-Vincent Fiasconaro of
Westfield, majoring in psychol-
ogy.

SPFHS Alumni Association
Will Convene September 19

SCOTCH PLAINS – The regu-
lar meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Alumni
Association will be held on Tues-
day, September 19, at 7:30 p.m.
in Room No. 101 at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS).

The guest speaker will be
Marjorie Mooney O’Dell, a
graduate and valedictorian from
the first graduating class of
SPFHS. She will share her
memories, photographs and life
experiences.

John Gausz, Membership
Chairman, will also be on hand
to impart information about be-
coming a member of this active
organization.

Membership automatically en-
titles the individual to a newslet-
ter containing items of interest
to graduates of SPFHS.

Refreshments will be served at
the meeting. All are welcome to
attend. For more information,
please contact Elena Harper at
(908) 322-5863 or Kathy Van
Horn at (908) 232-4132.

Westfield Board of Ed
Meetings Scheduled
 For Sept. 12 and 19

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion will meet twice in September
at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

On September 12, there will be
a report on state test results.  The
meeting of September 19 will in-
clude a presentation by eighth
grade students from Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate Schools who
will represent the 180 members
of the district’s Peer Leadership
program.

The students will make a pre-
sentation to the board about their
recent training, the purpose of the
Peer Leadership program and its
status as a role model for the state.

The public is invited to attend.
The meetings will be taped and
broadcast on TV36.  Copies of the
complete agendas will be avail-
able the day prior to the meeting
in the office of the Board Secre-
tary.

Carol L. Luce
Awarded Doctorate
WESTFIELD -- Carol L. Luce of

Tempe, Ariz., and formerly of
Westfield, was awarded the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy in Psychol-
ogy with studies in Social Psychol-
ogy at the 2000 Summer Commence-
ment ceremony at Arizona State Uni-
versity in Tempe. Ms. Luce is the
daughter of Jean J. Luce and the late
H. Thomas Luce of Westfield.

Back to School Nights Slated
In Westfield School District
WESTFIELD – Westfield Public

Schools will open their doors for
Back to School Nights throughout
the month as follows:

• Thursday, September 14, Franklin
School (Kindergarten) – 7:15 p.m.

• Wednesday, September 20 —
Wilson School (Kindergarten) – 7:30
p.m.

• Thursday, September 21 —
Franklin School (Grades 1-5),
Jefferson School – 7:30 p.m.,
McKinley School – (Kindergarten
AM and Grades 1-3) 7 p.m.; (Kinder-
garten PM and Grades 4-5) – 8:30
p.m., Tamaques School – (Grades 3-
5) – 7:30 p.m.; (K – 2) – 8:15 p.m.,
Washington School – (Grades 2-5) –
7:30 p.m., Wilson School – (Grades
3-5) – 7:15 p.m.; (Grades 1 – 2) – 8
p.m.

• Tuesday, September 26, Edison
Intermediate School – 7 p.m.,
Roosevelt Intermediate School – 7
p.m.

• Thursday, September 28,
Westfield High School – 7:30 p.m.

Amanda Silverman Offered
Membership to Golden Key
WESTFIELD – Amanda G.

Silverman has been recommended
for membership in the Boston Uni-
versity Chapter of the Golden Key
National Honor Society. Amanda is
the daughter of Westfield High School
graduate Robin L. Silverman and
Steve Silverman. She is also the
granddaughter of Dr. and Mrs. Melvin
Landew of Westfield.

The Golden Key Society recog-
nizes the highest achieving juniors
and seniors in all fields of study at

over 300 leading universities in the
United States, Puerto Rico, the Vir-
gin Islands, Australia, Canada, Ma-
laysia, New Zealand and South Af-
rica.

Membership is by invitation only
and is extended to those students
who are in the top 15 percent of their
junior or senior class.

Society members include Presi-
dent Clinton, former President
Reagan, UNCF President William
Gray, Nobel Prize winner Elie Wiesel
and American Red Cross President
Elizabeth Dole, among others. Over
800,000 lifetime members and
11,000 honorary members comprise
the group.

Amanda is majoring in public re-
lations. She will be inducted into the
Society at a ceremony at Boston
University on October 27. She has
been attending the university since
1998.

ries of missionaries, and the Heav-
enly Hook-Up will use computers
to explore quizzes and games about
the Bible.

More information about the new
program, tours of the learning cen-
ters and registration will be avail-
able during Rally Day, Sunday, Sep-
tember 17, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. in the Assembly Hall of the
church.
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