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Planner to Present Options to Council Tonight
For Redevelopment of Fanwood’s Downtown
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council is
scheduled to hear a presentation to-
night by professional planner Rich-
ard Preiss concerning options for
downtown redevelopment, during a
special meeting beginning at 7:30
p.m. in the Council Chambers.

Several months ago, Mr. Preiss
was awarded a professional service
contract, funded through an urban
planning grant from Union County,
to conduct a multi-faceted study of
Fanwood’s business district. The
contract is effective through the end
of this year.

Mr. Preiss, of the New York firm of
Abeles, Phillips Preiss and Shapiro,
told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood last week that his firm has
come up with “different concepts for
redevelopment of the downtown”
based on an initial reconnaissance of
the area by the company over the
past two months.

He said he planned to present
these options to the council tonight
in order to get feedback on which
ones elected officials believe would
be most beneficial for the down-
town.

The governing body is seeking to
attract more shoppers to the area via

physical improvements, such as a
Victorian streetscape theme currently
underway, and by improving unused
or underutilized lots in the western
half of the downtown.

Although the reconnaissance ef-
fort encompassed the entire down-
town, Mr. Preiss said particular at-
tention was focused on the long-
vacant Dean Oil site at LaGrande
Avenue and Second Street. Mr.
Preiss called the 1.3-acre property
“part of the equation to a large
extent.”

Last year, following an extended
series of hearings, the Fanwood
Planning Board denied a
developer’s application to build
residential apartments on the site.
The proposal, which was seen as
too intense for the size of the lot
and the surrounding area, brought
protesters out in droves.

Once the governing body has indi-
cated its preferences, Mr. Preiss said
he expects to simultaneously per-
form a marketing analysis and a plan-
ning analysis, to determine what types
of additional development the down-
town could support and how to
achieve these goals.

The studies are slated to culmi-
nate with the formation of a strate-
gic revitalization plan by the end of
the year, which will describe more
fully ways in which the borough can
meet the needs of its commercial
district.

Mr. Preiss said he wanted to re-
ceive feedback from the governing
body regarding the different devel-

opment concepts prior to conduct-
ing his analyses, noting that “each
(option) would require a different
marking analysis and planning so-
lution.”

One proposal which officials have
been exploring is creation of a rede-
velopment zone, for which the bor-
ough would need to meet certain
state criteria.

The governing body would have
control over the types of develop-
ment permitted in this zone, with
officials’ wishes superseding the
borough’s Master Plan and Zoning
Ordinance.

Mr. Preiss has previously advised
the council and the local Planning
Board on matters such as revisions to
the Master Plan and Zoning Ordi-
nance, as well as the Planning Board’s
hearings on the Dean Oil site appeal
last year.

Two weeks ago, the governing
body awarded a contract to Viola
Contracting Company of East Or-
ange for downtown streetscape work,
including construction of lighting
foundations, electrical conduit place-
ment and concrete and decorative
paver block walkways.

Last night, during a special meet-
ing of the governing body prior to its
monthly agenda meeting, officials
were expected to consider a contract
with Public Service Electric and Gas
for lighting fixtures that are planned
as part of the borough’s Victorian
streetscape project.
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Local Residents Opting to Expand
Instead of Buying Larger Homes

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Area residents are raising the roofs
and blowing out the backs of existing
homes rather than moving to larger
houses. It’s a trend, said Westfield-
based builder Anthony James of An-
thony James Construction, that be-
gan about five years ago.

“People are looking to move up,”
said Mr. James. “What they find is so
expensive they go back to their origi-
nal residence. That’s what keeps us
all so busy.”

Fanwood residents Dick and
Beverly Peach recently added a three-
level addition to their home that in-
cluded a bigger kitchen, mudroom,
and master bedroom with bath. They
also converted a screened porch to a
year-round sunroom.

The Peaches spoke to nine con-
tractors before selecting Anthony
Ginfrida of Roselle to do the job.

Because the addition fell within
the Borough of Fanwood’s zoning
requirements, the Peaches did not
need a variance to do the work.

Bruce Helmstetter, Fanwood’s con-
struction official, said the borough
changed its zoning laws this year
because so many residents were ask-
ing for variances to accommodate
six-inch to one-foot extensions be-
yond yard setback requirements.

Mr. Helmstetter reported there
were eight additions to Fanwood
homes in 1995. In the first eight
months of 2000, the borough granted
building permits for 24 additions.

In Scotch Plains, said building of-
ficial Robert LaCosta, “There’s not
really been a big rise (in permit num-
bers) because we’ve never seen a

slowdown. It’s a tradition in Scotch
Plains. People are always adding on.”

When asked about the numbers of
variances granted to satisfy
homeowners’ desire to expand, he
said the township’s Board of Adjust-
ment is “always busy. Everybody
seems to want to push the envelope a
little more.”

“There’s quite a bit going on,”
agreed Tom Burgess, Administrative
Assistant in the Construction and
Zoning Office of Mountainside. “Sec-
ond floors, back sunrooms and en-
closed porches, dormers. It’s been
pretty steady over the past four to
five years in terms of people improv-
ing their homes.”

The Leader/Times asked Anthony
James how easy it is to work with
township officials to obtain the nec-
essary permits.

“They’ve been very fair. We an-
ticipate administrative changes and
prepare for delays and timing,” said
Mr. James, who noted that most
municipal construction offices are
“understaffed, unfortunately.”

He said 10-12 years ago he could
expect it to take two to three weeks to
obtain a permit; turnaround today is
more like four to six weeks.

According to Westfield construc-
tion and building sub code official
Tony Scelsa, “It’s still 15-20 busi-
ness days unless a (permit) applica-
tion lacks a lot of information.”

In 1995, Westfield issued just over
1,500 building permits; in 1999, that
number rose to 2,058.

Westfield recently extended the
hours of the building department to 8
p.m. on Wednesdays to satisfy in-
creased demand. In July 1999, the

department beefed up its inspection
staff to provide for five-day-a-week
coverage in all sub-code areas (e.g.
plumbing, electric).

Mr. Scelsa noted that many
Westfield homeowners meet with
zoning official about the scope of
their project before they apply for a
building permit. That way, they get a
sense of whether or not their plans
fall within the township’s lot cover-
age and setback requirements for
their zone.

According to Mr. Scelsa, if the
project exceeds those requirements
and residents must appeal to the
Board of Adjustment for a variance,
it may take two to three months to get

Lightning Storm Ignites Gas Fire in SP;
Residents Say PSE&G Response Too Slow

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

For the second weekend in a row,
a severe lightning storm pounded
Central New Jersey Friday night,
hitting parts of Union and Somerset
Counties the hardest.

Lightning struck main wires and
transformers in several neighbor-
hoods in Scotch Plains and Westfield,
causing fires, roadblocks and power
outages to thousands of homes. Flash
flooding was reported in parts of
Somerset County, but Union County
was spared any flooding, though
many streams and ponds almost
crested.

Lightning downed a live main wire
on the 2300 block of Evergreen Road
near Cedar in Scotch Plains at about
8:20 p.m. The fallen wire sputtered
and sparked in the street for an hour,
melting the asphalt as temperatures
mounted to 3,000 degrees, accord-
ing to firemen. The sizzling wire
eventually arced to an underground
gas main, which burst the line at
about 9:30 p.m., creating a huge fire
on the front lawn of Larry and Pat
Rotter. The fire’s heat singed over-
head telephone lines and melted
bumpers and parking lights of nearby
parked cars.

Leaping flames lit up the block
like daylight for more than three
hours until Elizabethtown Gas Com-
pany was able to shut off the gas

around 12:30 a.m. Some 115 homes
lost gas service until Saturday morn-
ing.

Thousands were left without elec-
trical power due to this incident, and
to other lines down. The fire depart-
ment provided emergency power to
an oxygen-dependent invalid in the
500 block of Forrest Road.

Police and firemen evacuated the
houses adjacent to the blaze and
houses and cars were hosed down to
prevent sparks from igniting. Ever-
green Road was blocked off at
Westfield Road and residents were
forced to park in Evergreen Park and
walk to their homes.

Residents told The Times of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood that the downed
wire arced for almost two hours,
from about 8:20 p.m. until 10:15
p.m., before PSE&G cut power to
the live wire. A photographer on the
scene said that melting asphalt under
the wire looked “like molten lava.”

Evergreen resident Lynn Sanders,
whose house is directly across the
street from the Rotters’, said, “The
gas fire could have been avoided if

PSE&G had done a better job and
acted more quickly.”

Ms. Sanders said that PSE&G came
shortly after 8:30 p.m., but “stood
around” until the sparks ignited the
gas main. Only then was
Elizabethtown Gas Company called
in.

Mrs. Rotter did not remember see-
ing any PSE&G people on the scene
until after the fire broke out.

She also said that PSE&G did not
restore their power until 4 p.m. on
Saturday. They were still without
telephone service as of Sunday after-
noon.

Elizabethtown Gas Company Rep-
resentative Chris Rearden verified
that they did not know of the situa-
tion until about 9:30 p.m., when the
Fire Department called them.

“I can’t speculate on what hap-
pened, what didn’t happen or what
should have happened before we got
there,” Mr. Rearden stated.

PSE&G’s Public Relations Repre-
sentative Paul Rosengren said the
company was inundated with calls
for downed lines and fires. Because

the storm was not forecast, it took
PSE&G several hours to coordinate
the proper personnel to handle the
problems.

“Only certain technicians can shut
off power to this type of main line,”
he said. “The limited personnel we
had were already handling numer-
ous other calls in the area. We acted
as quickly as we could under the
surprise circumstances.”

Captain Protoasiewicz of the
Scotch Plains Police Department also
confirmed that PSE&G had to re-
spond to numerous calls for lines
being down. Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
could not be reached for comment.

Lines down at the corner of
Westfield Road and Evergreen Road
and one on Forest Road monopo-
lized PSE&G personnel. The downed
wire on Forest Road also caused a
blazing fire that burned for several
hours.

Several of the residents adjacent to
the leak were upset that PSE&G had
not returned to the block to restore
power by Saturday afternoon, while

SP Will Employ Non-Violent Offenders; Veteran
Principal Engineer Dennis Harrington Resigns

Deborah A. Madison for The Times
FIRST DAY EXCITEMENT...School One Elementary in Scotch Plains re-opened its doors yesterday for these
enthusiastic pupils looking forward to their first day of the new academic year.

Courtesy of Paul J. Mecca

BLAZE OF TROUBLE...A Scotch Plains firefighter observes the troublesome
blaze that resulted from a live main wire on the 2300 block of Evergreen Road
near Cedar in Scotch Plains being struck by lightning Friday evening. The
lightning storm caused havoc in parts of Union and Somerset counties.
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By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains’ participation in the
Union County S.L.A.P. (Sheriff’s
Labor Assistance Program) will start
in two weeks, Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins revealed during
the Township Council’s agenda meet-
ing Tuesday.

The program, which makes non-
violent offenders available to locali-
ties to perform certain jobs, will be
shared locally by Scotch Plains,
Westfield and Clark in two-week
cycles, Mr. Atkins told the govern-
ing body.

He said that when the workers
arrive in Scotch Plains the week of
September 19, they will be put to
work cleaning a “very remote” con-
crete drainage easement in the town-
ship that has been difficult to access

in the past.
In other business, Dennis

Harrington, the township’s Principal
Engineer, has resigned his position
to take a post with the private engi-
neering firm of Goodkind & O’Dea
in Parsippany. Mr. Harrington worked
for the township government for more
than 10 years.

Mr. Atkins told the council that
finding a replacement won’t be easy,
because “the private sector market-
place is hungry for engineers,” a fact
that will put Scotch Plains “at a
disadvantage in going to the market
and competing with the private sec-
tor.”

Mr. Atkins said he had not yet
undertaken any “full-blown recruit-
ment effort” to replace Mr.
Harrington, and noted the possibility
of the township government utiliz-

ing consulting engineers in the in-
terim.

Separately, bids have been received
for leaf removal and disposal, but
several outstanding questions first
need to be answered by S. Rotondi &
Sons Inc., the low bidder and the
company that has been performing
this service for the past few years.

Walter DiNizo, Director of Public
Property, said in a memorandum that
Scotch Plains has “had some prob-
lems with this firm removing leaves
on a weekly basis.”

“This is a very important aspect of
the program,” Mr. DiNizo stated in
his memo to Mr. Atkins, adding that
he wanted to be convinced that S.
Rotondi & Sons Inc. will comply
with this part of the leaf removal
program.

In addition, Robert Carboy,

Fanwood Chief of Police, has sent a
letter to Scotch Plains Police Chief
Thomas O’Brien asking Mr. O’Brien
if Scotch Plains would consider giv-
ing Fanwood a piece of radio equip-
ment used by police to communicate
with federal and state criminal data
banks.

Fanwood’s device was ruined dur-
ing Tropical Storm Floyd last year
and Scotch Plains no longer uses its
own equipment, preferring a more
updated piece of apparatus.

While the council appeared to be
amenable, in principle, to the re-
quest, members expressed the feel-
ing that Fanwood should either pay
for the equipment or reimburse the
township in some other way.

In another matter, the township
government will permit local prop-
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Westfield Council Opts to Pursue
Deck at Elm and Prospect Streets

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Town Council
members last week agreed to focus
on a singular parking deck option
and pursue plans for a 600-800 space
parking facility development on the
site of existing parking lots on Elm
and Prospect Streets. Although a de-
tailed cost estimate has not been
prepared, the project cost is reported
by the consultant, Rich and Associ-
ates to range between $8.7 and $11.5
million.

Key to the financial concept for
building the deck is an increase in all
town lot parking permit fees. The
current $30 per month fee would rise
to $70 per month in main town lots
and to $50 per month in peripheral
areas. It is projected that these fees
would rise again to $85 per month in
the seventh year of the parking deck
development. There was no discus-
sion whether Westfield homeowner

property taxes would also be applied
to help finance the parking deck.

The next step for the town will be
to be complete an environmental
study of the site and to hire a project
manager who, in turn, will bring on
an architect for the design phase of
the project. The town will also be in
need of a bond counsel to advise
them of their financial options in-
cluding the issuance of municipal
bonds.

When Mayor Jardim was asked by
The Westfield Leader if this proposed
project was going to be presented to
the public for approval by referendum,
the Mayor said, “I’m not against a
referendum but if we can reach a deci-
sion on our own, it seems to me that
would be a more efficient way to do it.”

The selection of the site for a deck
follows nearly a year of work by
Rich and Associates, a Michigan-
based consulting firm hired to de-
velop a comprehensive parking plan

for Westfield’s downtown business
district.

Rick Rich of the consulting firm,
who had recommended two decks in
June, presented his initial report to
the Council in February. Mr. Rich
indicated that construction would
begin in March of next year at the
earliest and not be completed until
December of 2001.

At the August 30 meeting, Council
members also have been asked to
consider retail development along
the Elm Street frontage of the pro-
posed parking facility and residen-
tial development along the Prospect
Street side of the deck.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Director Michael LaPlace said retail
development on Elm Street would
give the town “an opportunity to
maybe custom build” a building for
a future tenant.

“It’s a very valuable frontage,” Mr.
LaPlace admitted. He noted that the
Prospect development, which was
proposed by Town Administrator
Thomas B. Shannon, would prob-
ably be either row houses or town
houses. The development would also
serve as a buffer to the residential
neighborhood.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim called
the bi-partisan agreement reached
by the council “a great victory for
Westfield.”

The decision seemed to advance af-
ter First Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott, the Republican mayoral
contender this year, announced his sup-
port for a deck on lots 1 and 8. His
recommendation followed agreement
by council members to pursue parking
alternatives as proposed by Third Ward
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan.

That agreement was reached at a
meeting of the Transportation, Park-
ing and Traffic Committee held Au-
gust 29.

“There was a real sense of urgency
to get things done,” said the chair-
man of that committee, First Ward
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury.

Mr. McDermott noted that a deck
on the Prospect/Elm site, which cur-
rently has a combined 211 spaces,
could be used by commuters, the
downtown work force and shoppers.
Since 60 percent of Westfield’s com-
muters live on the north side, he
noted, use of this site for commuters
could help reduce traffic tie ups at
the South Avenue traffic circle.

Addressing the deck as a only a piece
of the puzzle to the downtown dilemma,
Councilman Sullivan said, “Only build-
ing a parking deck doesn’t solve the
problem. This is an ongoing planning
decision.”

Fourth Ward
Councilwoman
Janis Fried
Weinstein said she
supports the site
for the deck so
long as enforce-
ment of downtown
parking rules are
enhanced and all
other options to in-
crease parking ca-
pacity are imple-
mented.

Officials have
indicated that po-
lice officers plan
to increase down-
town parking rules
in the coming
weeks such as a
clamp down on
meter feeding, a
process where per-
sons park over the
two-hour limit on
downtown streets.

Counc i lman
Salisbury said he
was both “sur-
prised and happy”
that a consensus
on selection of a

site for a deck had been achieved.
He did note, however, that he was

lending his support to a Prospect/
Elm deck only because it was un-
likely council members would agree
on another site for a parking facility.

Council members, who had opted
against building a deck on the south
side of town at this time, decided not to
pursue a facility on lot 5 which is
behind the Rialto Theatre and behind
Bombay and Bannana Republic be-
tween Central Avenue and Elmer Street.
That site, proposed by Mr. McDermott,
was decided as too small for a deck.

Rick Rich of Michigan-based Rich
and Associates projected that the Elm/
Prospect deck would generate a net
add of 115 short-term spaces and
between 304 and 504 long-term park-
ing stalls over existing downtown
parking capacity.

Mr. Rich had estimated that the
town will need to increase capacity
by nearly a thousand spaces.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman, who had been
a strong advocate of a South Avenue
deck, said his “optimism of last year
is starting to greatly dissipate.” But,
in the end, he went along with the 1/
8 deck scenario.

Claire Lazarowitz, who represents
the Third Ward, said she was “just
delighted to see how well we are
working together tonight.”

Mr. LaPlace later commented that
the selection of one site for a deck
means that the town can present some
concrete plans.

“Now you are talking specifics.
Not everything is hypothetical,” he
said.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
DAD AND DAUGHTER NIGHT…Fathers and daughters loved attending the
Village Green concert series this year in Scotch Plains. Pictured, above, Edward
Garman and his daughter, Lynn, 7, do the twist at a recent concert. Pictured,
below, Rob Mineo and daughter Nina Marie, 2 1/2, have fun watching a recent
production of Rapunzel. All fathers and daughters are Scotch Plains residents.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
HELPFUL DONATIONS…New Jersey Blood Services was on hand at the Village Green concert series in Scotch Plains
to take blood from helpful volunteers. Pictured, left to right, are: Lori Toth of Westfield and Jennifer Curren of Fanwood
in the chairs. Beatrice Hernandez, right, and Unit Manager Lisa Massaro prepare to draw blood.
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Lightning Storm
they noted that Elizabethtown Gas
personnel worked diligently through-
out the night and into the early morn-
ing hours.

Mr. Rosengren said that PSE&G was
not able to work on the lines and restore
power to the block until the Gas Company
secured the area and finished their work.

On Saturday, gas company techni-
cians were still testing the ground for
possible leaks in the yards near the
downed line. Workers dug up the street
two houses down from the original gas
leak Saturday afternoon, when a slight
gas leak was detected.

“After the gas main was shut off and
repaired, we tested the area and found it to
be completely secure,” Mr. Rearden stated.
However, several small gas leaks unre-
lated to the lightning storm were detected
and investigated as a precaution.

He said that slight leaks are an ongo-
ing problem and periodically dug up to
secure them. The Gas Company also
employs an outside contracting firm to
test the safety of an area after an inci-
dent like this one. That company will
be called in sometime this week to
survey the area, Mr. Rearden said.

FANWOOD
POLICE

BLOTTER
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Home Expansion
on the agenda. The board is that busy.

For the homeowner, the finished
product is exciting, even though the
building process brings its share of
headaches.

The Peach’s renovations were
scheduled to be completed six weeks
ago; they are not.

“There were problems all along
the way,” said Mrs. Peach. “But (the
builder) fixed them. We’re really
ready for it to be over.”

Scotch Plains residents Bob and
Lisa Krizman said their home reno-
vations were a real challenge, mostly
because they chose to live in their
home throughout construction. It took
five months to transform their two
bedroom, two-bath ranch into a two-
story, five bedroom, four-bath home
with an eat-in kitchen, utility room,
playroom and private study off the
master bedroom.

The Krizmans, both of whom work
in Manhattan, bought their home six
years ago with the intent to expand,
but initial estimates scared them off.
The couple then spent two years look-
ing in towns like Westfield, Summit,
Livingston, Morristown and in
Westchester County, New York for
possible relocation.

In the end, said Mr. Krizman,
“There was no area we liked better
than our own street. We could never
have this house in any of the loca-
tions we looked at.” The houses they
saw in their price range did not have
the features they wanted, and still
needed $20-$30 thousand worth of
work.

The Krizmans and their two chil-
dren lived through construction with
just a refrigerator in their kitchen,
grilling a lot of meals and eating
many of them on the floor.

It took “nerves of steel,” stated
Mrs. Krizman, even with a builder
who kept them informed as to what
they could expect on a daily basis.
“Once the roof goes,” she said,
“there’s no going back. You can only
plan for so much.”

Even so, they would do it again. “It
was an excellent decision to build
instead of move,” said Mr. Krizman,
who added they got a “lot of good
help from (the township of) Scotch
Plains.” We would definitely make
the same decision, and more quickly.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

erty owners to pay the next install-
ment of the property tax bill as late as
Monday, November 13, without in-
curring interest.

The usual deadline for the pay-
ment would have been Friday, No-
vember 10, but this year, township
offices will be closed in observance
of the Veterans Day holiday.

MONDAY, AUGUST 21
• An East Second Street auto re-

pair shop reported finding a rock
thrown through a front window.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22
• A 1988 Buick Century, reported

stolen from Hillside, was found
parked on Washington Avenue.

• An employee of a Route 22
amusement park reported that a co-
worker had scratched the side of his
1996 Honda with a rock. Police said
the co-worker, a 15-year old North
Plainfield boy, admitted to the van-
dalism. Juvenile complaints were
pending.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24
• A Route 22 service station re-

ported finding the canvass top to a
1997 Jeep that was in for repair
slashed with a knife.

• A motorist reported the theft of
her purse that was taken from her
unlocked vehicle while shopping in
the area of Mountain Avenue and
William Street. Police said a small
amount of cash and miscellaneous
personal items were in the purse.

• Ricky E. Taitt, 37, of Kearny
was arrested on an outstanding civil
warrant from the Union County
Sheriff’s Office pursuant to a vehicle
stop on Route 22. Taitt was also
charged with driving while suspended
and possession of marijuana of un-
der 50 grams.

• Police reported that a vehicle
was vandalized while parked on Fox
Hill Lane.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 24
• An employee of Scotch Hill

Country Club reported a theft of four
golf clubs from the Pro shop.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27
• A Forest Road resident reported

a bicycle stolen from storage shed.
Later he reportedly observed three
male juveniles riding a bicycle near
Front Street and Terrill Road that
looked like his. He notified police
and during a brief investigation a 13-
year-old admitted taking the bicycle.
The serial number on the bicycle
also matched the one supplied by the
victim, police said.

MONDAY, AUGUST 28
• A Route 22 business reported

that two vending machines were bro-
ken into and a small amount of change
taken.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 29
• A Crestwood Road resident re-

ported the theft of a hammock that
was tied to trees in the rear yard.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30
• A Mapleview Court resident re-

ported a theft of a wallet and a small
amount of cash that was taken from
their unlocked vehicle that was
parked in the driveway.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31
• A Myrtle Avenue resident re-

ported that someone had attempted
to pry open the front door to his 1994
Lexus causing minor drainage to the

door molding.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

• A 17 year-old Scotch Plains male
was taken into custody for shoplift-
ing a video tape at a Park Avenue
stationary store.

• Entry to a storage facility at
Scotch Plains- Fanwood High
School reported to have occurred
over the last three days. Police
said entry was gained by forcing
a garage door open. Nothing ap-
pears to have been taken, police
reported.

• An employee of a Terrill Road
restaurant reported being threatened
by a customer.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
• Police received a report of four

mailboxes being damaged in the area
of Swans Mill Lane.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
• A resident of Smith Street re-

ported the attempted theft of a
1997 Accura from in front of the
residence. A resident reportedly
heard noises at around 1:10 a.m.
and observed an unknown indi-
vidual prying open the car win-
dow. The individual fled the scene
when confronted by the resident,
police said.

• Residents on Greens View Drive
reported returning home after a week
away and finding what appeared to
be pry marks on a ground floor win-
dow. Police said that no entry to the
residence was gained.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23
• A woman reported that her wal-

let was stolen from her purse at a
Martine Avenue store.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24
• A purse was reported stolen from

the counter of a convenience store in
the 500 block of North Avenue.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
• A window was broken on the

park building at Forest Road Park.
• A woman told police that she left

her wallet on the seat of a shopping
cart at a local supermarket and that
when she returned for it, the wallet
was gone.

MONDAY, AUGUST 28
• Two motor vehicles were re-

ported burglarized in the 60 block of
South Avenue. A compact disk player,
amplifier and compact disks were
removed from one of the vehicles. It
was unknown at press time if any-
thing was missing from the second,
although a window on the vehicle
had been broken.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 29
• A motor vehicle was defaced

with spray paint during an incident
of criminal mischief in the 30 block
of Farley Avenue.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30
• Graffiti was scratched on the

northside door of the park building at
LaGrande Park.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
• Police reported that someone

spray painted graffiti on the northside
window of the Community House at
the Fanwood train station.
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• Fully Licensed & Insured

Member of:
• Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
• NJ Landscape Contractors’ Association

Serving the Westfield Area

908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Aeration...
• increases air, water & nutrient movement to the root zone
• intensifies decomposition of thatch
• helps relieve soil compaction
• stimulates new growth
• improves drainage
• increases the effectiveness of applied fertilizers
• incorporates organic matter into the soil
• increases tolerance to heat and cold

 All this adds up to a healthier lawn!
Call Now To schedule


