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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

In Business Since 1988
License & Business Permit # 9314

Pay: $10.00 per hour w/o experience
$11-$15 per hour with experience

MON�FRI 10 TO 6 � THURS 10 TO 8 � SUN 12 TO 5 ��
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com

Open To The Public

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

Wesley Allen Beds
on Display

SPECIAL CASH & CARRY ITEMS

Top 10 Reasons To Join
Temple Sholom of Plainfield

(908) 756-6447

10) You want to be part of a wonderful Reform Congregation!
9) Our longevity: Almost ½ of our members have been with us for 18+ years!
8) The warm environment Sholom provides for all Jewish families –

including intermarrieds.
7) Our size: We are intimate enough for the Rabbi to know you and for our

B’nai Mitzvah to get individualized attention.
6) Our wonderful religious school and excellent Adult Education program!
5) We have great kids in our youth group!
4) We care about each other and contribute to our community!
3) We love to go out for ice cream after Shabbat services during the Summer!
2) Our Rabbi Joel Abraham is top-notch. He actively enhances our Jewish

Spiritual Life, education and sense of family tradition and community.
1) If you’ve made it this far down the list, then you are someone who would

most likely feel very at home at Sholom. Let’s explore that possibility together!

PROSPECTIVE MEMBER SHABBAT – September 15th
Be our guest on Sept. 15th at 6:30pm for dinner followed by

Shabbat services. Please RSVP for this event through the Temple.
Look Forward to Meeting You!

sholomplainfield@mailcity.com

Rabbi Joel Abraham • Cantor Wendy Shermet
Temple Sholom • 815 Seventh Street • Plainfield
(Conveniently located with secure off-street parking)

HEALTHY MALES & FEMALES 18-60 YEARS OF AGE

Needed to Participate in a Clinical Trial

Find us online: www.centerwatch.com then Clinical Trials, Phase I

Call 1-800-FOR-CPU3
(1-800-367-2783)

Mr. Ambos Assumes Reins
Of Westfield Lions Club

MOMENT OF TRANSITION…The Reverend Lois Schembs, outgoing Presi-
dent of the Westfield Lions Club, passes the gavel to incoming President Jack
Ambos during the club’s recent installation service. Pictured at left is District
Governor Carlos Santos of the Elizabeth Portuguese Lions Club. The club will
hold its first meeting of the year on Tuesday, September 12, at 7 p.m. at B.G.
Fields Restaurant in Westfield.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Li-
ons Club will hold its first meeting of
the year on Tuesday, September 12,
at 7 p.m. at B.G. Fields Restaurant,
located at 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

This year, the Westfield Lions will
be under the direction and guidance
of Jack Ambos, a former President
and Treasurer. He has been a mem-
ber of the Lions for 34 years.

The following chair officers have
been elected to serve on Lion Presi-
dent Ambos’ team: First Vice Presi-
dent, Barbara Mellon; Second Vice
President, Kim Block; Secretary,
Michael Lampert, and Treasurer, Jeff
Broadwell.

Mr. Ambos’ goals this year include
increasing membership and diversi-
fying programs, as well as reinforc-
ing the club’s current programs and
laying the groundwork for new ones
in the months to come.

The primary focus of the Westfield
Lions is to support the blind and
sight-impaired. Recently, the
organization’s range has extended to
include individuals with hearing dis-
abilities.

Rosarians to Present
Fashion Show Event
At Gran Centurions

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rosary
Society of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains will sponsor a lun-
cheon-fashion show on Saturday,
October 28, at 11 a.m. at the Gran
Centurions in Clark.

Entitled “Chrysanthemum Mad-
ness,” the event will feature a buffet
luncheon and fashions from BJ’s
Dressing Room in Scotch Plains that
will be modeled by the Rosarians.
Attendees will also have a chance to
win prizes.

Reservations may be made by call-
ing (908) 232-2746.

Girl Scout Council to Hold
Walk-a-Thon at Nomahegan
WESTFIELD – Washington Rock

Girl Scout Council (WRGSC), which
includes the communities of Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside, will hold a walk-a-thon
called “Walk for Girls” on Saturday,
September 23, from 9 a.m. to noon at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Entertainment will be provided by
Girl Scouts along the walking path. A
$7 registration fee will entitle walkers
to free refreshments and a Walk For
Girls Patch. In addition, T shirts will be
given to anyone who raises pledges of

$50 or more and a grand prize will be
awarded to the individual who raises
the most money.

Pledges received by walk participants
will be used by WRGSC to introduce
girls to the arts, science, careers, the
environment, anti-drug awareness and
health concerns.

For more information and a sponsor
sheet, please call Kathleen Gaughran,
Fund Development/Public Relations
Director, at (908) 232-3236, Extension
No. 1209.

Woman to Describe
Search for Irish Roots
WESTFIELD – Members of the

Genealogical Society of the West
Fields will be treated to a program
entitled “Trodding the Irish Trails”
at their initial meeting of the season
on Thursday, September 14.

The meeting will take place at 1
p.m. in the Meeting Room of the
Westfield Memorial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street.

Rita Halpin of Metuchen will dis-
cuss the tribulations and satisfac-
tions of researching her family tree,
including the joys of family reunion
and of making new friends.

Interested non-members of the
society are welcome and there is no
fee.

Butterfly Expert to Speak
To Westfield Garden Club

WESTFIELD – The Garden Club
of Westfield will hold its first meet-
ing of the new season at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield on Tues-
day, September 12, at 1 p.m.

Guest speaker Pauline Myers, who
raises 100 varieties of butterflies at
the Myers Butterfly Farm in
Whitehouse Station, will discuss how
to attract the winged creatures.

The hostess chairwoman for the
meeting will be Betty Kopf, assisted
by Cass Kinney, Phyllis Cassetti,
Jane Bischoff, Peggy Norwine and
Rita Mahoney.

Club members who will make
flower arrangements for the Westfield
Municipal Library during Septem-
ber include Anne Morgan, Lecia
DeHaven, Irene Ilaria and Phyllis
Cassetti.

Experience at the Maccabi Games;
I’d Rather Be Playing Basketball

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Let the games begin. A few weeks
ago, when I, along with 13 other ath-
letes from my Jewish Community
Center, went up to Staten Island for
the Maccabi Games, we were excited
about the whole experience.

The Maccabi Games are a tradition
of Jewish teenagers from around the
world — competing in sports, reach-
ing out to help others and practicing
good sportsmanship. This year, our
delegation included my basketball
team, with eight members, and a swim-
ming squad featuring six swimmers,
including two Israelis.

Upon our arrival, we headed over to
the College of Staten Island (CSI) to
get situated. In that CSI gym, we would
go on to lose five games. Our spirits
would rise and fall in that gym, and so
would everybody else’s.

But playing our sports — that was
only a part of these games.

That evening’s opening ceremonies
were held at Madison Square Garden
(MSG), with sportscaster Warner Wolf
as the emcee. Mayor Rudolph Guiliani
was rumored to appear as a special
guest. The disappointment was evi-
dent as we were flung into a small
theater in MSG. Wolf seemed as if he
didn’t want to be there, and there was
no guest appearance by Guiliani

As my friend and teammate Matt
Chazanow said, “I’d rather be playing
basketball.”

The next morning, we played in the
only game of our tournament where
there was a home and an away team,
facing one of Staten Island’s teams,
and lost by 13 points. We were disap-
pointed, but we were pumped for our
next game against Montreal. We lost
that game in the second quarter. We
started the game up 11-0, but let the
Canadians come back and beat us by
15.

That was the end of the first day of
games. By 2 p.m. we were 0-2. We ate
lunch. In shame.

That night our host family took us
to a Staten Island Yankees game.
Watching those single-A Staten Is-
land Yankees couldn’t help but re-
mind me of my own team. No, we
weren’t in the major leagues, but we
were good. We could play. And on any
given day, the Staten Island Yanks
could beat the Bronx Bombers. It was
a long shot, but so was everything in
these Maccabi games.

Our second day didn’t bring us
much more luck. We lost our first
game of the day to Pittsburgh, clearly
the best team that we played in the
tournament. They went on to finish
fifth out of 15 teams.

We were completely focused when
we faced the Educational Alliance
(Manhattan). They, like us, were 0-3.
And unlike us, they were getting blown
out of all their games. It humiliated us

losing to them, not only because we
were the superior team, but because
that was the end of our regular season.
Just four short games.

Our coach, John Paxton, Jr., tried to
revive our spirits for our playoff game.
He told us to think of it as being 0-0.
Everyone was 0-0 in the playoff. We
tried to convince ourselves.

The next day we faced Western
Monmouth. They were good, but defi-
nitely beatable. We played them hard,
but we were down by 30 at the end of
the third quarter. To restore some dig-
nity, we came back with the best, and
last, quarter of our whole tournament,
outscoring them 19-2.

Even with that glorious final quar-
ter, we ended up losing our closest
game in the tournament to one of the
best teams. It was bittersweet. We ate
lunch. In shame.

and it was disappointing.
I attended the games last year in

Cherry Hill, and for our Caring and
Sharing activity we teamed up with
Habitat for Humanity to fix up a neigh-
borhood. After two hours of working
hard in the blazing sun, I really felt
like I had accomplished something;
like I had truly done some help. This
situation in Staten Island was almost
laughable in comparison.

That afternoon, San Francisco beat
Western Monmouth to win the Bronze
medal, and seventh-ranked Boston
defeated top-ranked Samuel Fields to
win the gold medal.

That night, closing ceremonies were
being held at the Statue of Liberty.
Rumored guests at closing ceremo-
nies ranged from President Clinton to
WCW wrestler Bill Goldberg (who
happens to be Jewish), to Brittany

HEADS UP!—Members of the JCC Scotch Plains Maccabi Basketball team
prepare to grab a rebound in their game against Educational Alliance (Manhat-
tan). The players – in white uniforms – from left to right, are: Rory Schulman,
Chip Benisch, Matt Chazanow, Steven Krakauer and Jeremy Deegan.

Having our tournament officially
over, we had no other games to mope
over. We played five measly games,
and stayed in Staten Island for five
long days. We went to Great Adven-
ture one night and to see The Lion
King on Broadway on another.

It seemed as if the organizers of the
Games put actually “playing” in sec-
ond place here. Yes, there should be
good sportsmanship. But competition
is the name of the game!

On Thursday, for example, we
started the morning with a day of
Caring and Sharing. The basketball
players teamed up with physically/
mentally challenged athletes for a few
hours of basketball drills. The interac-
tion between the Maccabi athletes and
the “special” athletes was little to none,

Spears.
Guess what? There were no special

guests. But there was some excitement.
After a few speeches, the crowd dis-
persed over the island as disk jockeys
pumped up the volume. About 10 min-
utes later, an announcement was made.

“We have been asked to leave the
island. Everyone must leave the is-
land immediately. Get on the ferry
and leave the island.”

The reason for this? Two athletes
from Rockland County were arrested
for vandalizing the Statue of Liberty
itself, as well as the bathrooms inside
the restaurant building. Not quite the
happy ending the big shots wanted for
the Maccabi Games. But what can I
say?

I’d rather be playing basketball.

Fanwood Library Plans
Gala Reopening Sept. 9

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library, located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road, has an-
nounced that the library’s gala re-
opening will take place on Saturday,
September 9, at 10 a.m.

The celebration will begin with a
flag-raising ceremony and ribbon
cutting followed by music and re-
freshments. Visitors will also have
an opportunity to see recent renova-
tions to the library.


