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Arts & Entertainment

2 & 1/2 popcorns

Can you hardly wait to get old?
Don’t you just wish you could
speed up the process? Think of all
the fun you’re going to have.

At least that’s what movies like
The Crew would lead you to be-
lieve. Per this emerging genre,
which has come to be known as
the geezer flick, advanced age
brings with it a certain dispensa-
tion from the usual cares, woes
and responsibilities of youth. In-
stead, most of the day is spent
thumbing your nose at conven-
tion and plotting how to beat the
system.

Especially if you are a retired
Mafioso looking for just one last
hurrah.

Moderately endearing, The Crew
is cute instead of hilarious. For
starters, Michael Dinner’s staid
direction never ignites the story
past its predictable premise. And a
game cast consisting of Richard
Dreyfuss, Burt Reynolds, Dan
Hedaya and Seymour Cassel can’t
fully compensate for a script be-
reft of the really big laugh. Go
expecting no more than syntheti-
cally sentimental flummery and
you won’t be disappointed.

But if it’s substance you demand
from your crime-inclined senior
citizens, rent Going In Style. Fea-
turing inspired direction by Martin
Brest and acting demonstrations
from George Burns, Art Carney
and Lee Strasberg as amateur
crooks, this is the real McCoy.
These classic oldsters say with
comic and sympathetic eloquence
what The Crew can only attempt to
enunciate.

None of which is to say that
Dreyfuss and company don’t give
it the old reform school try. As the
occasionally humorous “made”
men, wise guys emeritus now rel-
egated to scratching out a living in
their golden years, they are not
without their winning ways. It’s
just they that they’re caricatures —
not characters. And as such their
idiosyncrasies and problems are
dealt with in cartoonish fashion,
rather than with truly emotive sen-
sibilities. And you don’t have to
be Pirandello to know that farce
not properly counterpoised with
human drama inevitably loses ef-
fectiveness.

Once again doubling as the his-
torian and soul of the old gang, as
he did in Stand By Me, Dreyfuss is
Bobby Bartellemeo, also the brains
and only sensible member of the
crew.

He narrates thusly: “Once upon
a crime, they had their way in the
New Jersey underworld of the
1950s and ‘60’s. There was wine,
women and the regular whacking
of enemies. But now that Father
Time is having his say, they’ve
relocated down Miami way. There,
they reminisce, kvetch about their
fate, and rush to beat the crowd
for the early bird special. And of
course, each suffers from at least
one of various maladies afflicting
the AARP set, displayed as an
eventuality more comical than
tragic. Ambulances routinely rush
Bats Pistella (Reynolds) to the
hospital. It’s only funny because
he never dies.”

Naturally, this scenario presents

challenge enough for the elderly
gents.

But just to add insult to injury, a
landlord trying to gentrify his
fleabag South Beach apartment
house is upping the rent. The
menial jobs the boys perform will
hardly pay the anticipated freight.

For instance, Mr. Cassel as
Mouth, resident arsonist and lady’s
man still much in demand among
the over 60 crowd, earns extra
funds as a taxi dancer.

Philosophical Bobby drives a
senior citizens’ bus. Argumenta-
tive Bats, whose sobriquet is de-
rived from his choice of persua-
sive weapons, has been fired from
every Burger King in the Miami
area. And when he’s not deep in
correspondence in his unofficial
position as editor of the Mafia
alumni newsletter, Brick (Hedaya)
works in the morgue. There, he
exercises an artistic bent by fes-
tooning faces with much happier
mugs than they arrived with.

So, what’s a bunch of timeworn
mobsters to do?

Well, that’s a no-brainer! Simply
revert to your old gangster ways.
It worked before — sort of. And
folks aren’t nearly as mad when
it’s old people engaging in crimi-
nal derring-do. But just to make
sure you win the audience’s ap-
probation, don’t kill anyone.

So they only fake a gangland
slaying, thereby making the land-
lord amenable to liberal terms
when everyone else in the build-
ing seeks to skedaddle. With a
twist, the senior scam artists gain
further viewer approval: A by-
product of their own agenda, they
accidentally burn down the home
of a Colombian drug cartel boss
(played by an entertainingly over-
the-top Raul Ventana).

Problem is, the South American
smuggler also has another reason
to be miffed. In just the first of
several plot contrivances that will
follow, it seems the corpse the
crew used to stage their bogus hit
was the big guy’s dear old dad. El
Padrone swears revenge. This is
the real deal now. Time to go to
the mattresses. But after being
retired for so long, will the boys
be able to make it in the big
leagues?

This is all a little condescending,
even if in good fun. Consciously
or not, what the directors have
actually wrought with these so-
called geezer films is an “Our Gang
Comedy” series in reverse. Instead
of laughing at the precocious an-
tics of children, we are invited to
find it reassuringly droll when the
elderly engage in pursuits gener-
ally reserved for younger folk.

A major part of the problem is
the angle from which screen scribe
Barry Fanaro approaches the ma-
terial. It’s no doubt that having
written for TV’s “Golden Girls”
gives him an arthritic leg up in the
geriatric comedy sweepstakes.
Unfortunately, merely putting
whiskers on the Golden Girls does
not a Goodfellas make.

Hence, expect no mob scene at
theaters showing The Crew.

*  *  *  *  *
The Crew, rated PG-13, is a Touch-

stone Pictures release and stars Rich-
ard Dreyfuss, Burt Reynolds and Dan
Hedaya. Running time: 91 minutes.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

The Crew
Hail, Hail The Gang’s All Old

Duo Yas-Cortes Will  Soothe Listeners
With Spanish Sounds at Galeria West

Duo Yas-Cortes

WESTFIELD – Galeria West, lo-
cated at 121 Central Avenue in
Westfield and Sunrise Entertain-
ment Group will bring audiences
the romantic sounds of Hispanic
guitars with Duo Yas-Cortes on
Thursday, September 14, at 7:30
p.m.

Nine of the best musicians in the
Northeast will join Duo Yas-Cortes
in this free concert. Duo Yas-Cortes
has garnered several awards for
their work throughout the Ameri-
cas. They have recently performed
at Carnegie Hall in New York City
and the Union County Arts Center
in Rahway.

This gathering will take listen-
ers on a musical tour of South

America. The concert will offer a
rare glimpse into the diversity of
Hispanic artistic culture offering
samples of the rich melodic com-
positions from our neighbors to
the south.

The program will feature selec-
tions originating in the Argentine
pampas region and the tangos of
Buenos Aires. The Andean region
of the continent offers the “chollo”
music from Ecuador and tradi-
tional Chilean rhythms. Uruguayan
folklore and the “mestizo” sounds
of Columbia and Venezuela will
round out the evening’s interpre-
tations by these artists.

Galeria West and Sunrise Enter-
tainment Group will present this

Gem, Mineralogical
Society Plans Show

FANWOOD – The Gem and
Mineralogical Society will
present a show at the
Fanwood Train Station on
Saturday, September 9, from
10 to 4:30 p.m.

estate that screamed out, “poten-
tial,” Asbury Park is it.

Be sure to stop in Ocean Grove,
just across Wesley Lake from
Asbury Park.

Originally established as a Meth-
odist community in 1869, it was a
sleepy shore town for years – and
one that even banned automo-
biles on its streets on Sundays
until 1980 — before young pro-
fessionals began to move in. It’s
massive Great Auditorium which
is a few blocks off the beach was
built in 1894, seats 6,000 and is
definitely worth a look.

There are numerous examples
of Victorian architecture, which
gives Ocean Grove a bit of a Cape
May feel. The town was recently
added to the National Register of
Historic Places.

You can rejoin Ocean Avenue
in Bradley Beach and then head
into Avon-by-the-Sea.

There’s a bridge spanning the
Shark River inlet that opens sev-
eral times daily to allow fishing
and pleasure boats to pass
through on their way to and from
the ocean. Both towns’ beach
are wide, thanks to the
government’s replenishment
projects that pumped in sand
from offshore.

South of the inlet is Belmar,
whose mile-long boardwalk pro-
vides access not only to beauti-
ful beaches, but also several play-
grounds, a fishing pier, numer-
ous places to grab a snack or
something to drink and the at-
mosphere of as real beach com-
munity.

Since they aren’t heated, many
of the small homes located in the
first few blocks from the beach
are only occupied in the summer
months. Belmar, on this final
weekend of summer, will likely
resemble an all-night fraternity
party. But head down next week-
end and you’ll probably find the
place pretty quiet.

Many who reside at the shore
rejoice at the coming of the Labor
Day weekend because it means
the tourists and the out-of-towners
won’t be back for another eight
or nine months.

Between September and May,
the beach, and the entire shore
area, belongs to the locals, al-
though they probably wouldn’t
mind a little company, as long as
you don’t stay too, too long.
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Jersey Shore

interest in art to win the grant.
Oils, watercolors, graphics,

sketches and sculptures by a vari-
ety of artists such as Monet, Dali,
Neiman, Tarkay will be sold by a
professional auctioneer that
evening. The preview of pieces
will start at 7 p.m., while the auc-
tion will open at 8 p.m.

Admission is $5 per person and
may be reserved at the door or by
calling (908) 757-0108, Extension
No. 4507. Refreshments and door
prizes will be included.
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Art Auction

program in order to demonstrate
the diversity of South American
music and to celebrate National
Hispanic Month, which runs from
Friday, September 15, to Sunday,
October 15.

Seating is limited. Please reserve
early. There is no charge for ad-
mission and refreshments will be
served.

For more information and reser-
vations, please call Sunrise Enter-
tainment Group at (908) 301-9496.

We welcome your
input and opinions:

michelle@goleader.com

CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES
2000-2001  • 21st Season

Ani Kavafian, Violin
and Carter Brey, Cello
invite you to join them and

their friends on Sundays Sept. 17,
Oct. 22, Dec. 3, Jan. 28, May 22

MAPLEWOOD at 3:00 P.M. WESTFIELD at 7:30 P.M.
MORROW METHODIST CHURCH TEMPLE EMANU-EL

600 Ridgewood Road 756 East Broad Street

First Concert Sept. 17 features
Violinist Pamela Frank with

Ani Kavafian, Carter Brey and others
in Mozart Divertimento and

Mendelssohn Octet

Five-Concert Subscription: $80
Individual Ticket: $20, Seniors $18, Students $5

Tickets honored at both locations

CALL US AT 973-762-0108


