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Sockwell House, Last Reminder of Old ‘Browntown,’
May Be Lost to History When Current Residents Die

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: This is the second
in two-part series on the deserted
village of Feltville.

*  *  *  *  *
A treasure trove of local history

hangs on the brink of extinction in a
house on New Providence Road.

The residence of Priscilla and
Wayne Sockwell, located across from
the Weldon Quarry in an area once

called Browntown, is chock-full of
local artifacts, household antiques
and historically signifi-
cant photos, paintings,
and artwork collected
over the three genera-
tions the Sockwells
have lived here.

Now, the Sockwells
have grown old. “We’re
afraid that after our

passing, the Quarry will be the only
taker, since no-one else would buy

this house so
close to the
Quarry,” Mrs.
Sockwell said.
The Quarry
would demol-
ish the house.
“We hope that
the house can
be preserved as
a historical site
if someone
takes an inter-
est in it,” she
said.

M r s .
Sockwell and her sister, Marjorie
O’Dell, now of Fanwood, remem-
bers growing up in the area when
horses were still the main means of
transportation and when the only
available bathrooms were outhouses.
Mrs. O’Dell, now in her nineties,
remembers when Route 22 was a dirt
road called Stanbury Road.

The name “Browntown” comes
from the prominent Brown family.
The Brown Mill, one of the earliest
mills in the area, was established in
1680 on the banks of the Greenbrook.
Crumbling stone foundations and a
few iron mill stone axles are all that
remain of this once prosperous mill
community. The current building of
Earthquake Studios on Bonnie Burn
Road was a fur mill where hats were

made, Mrs. Sockwell recalled.
The sisters’ grandmother, Eliza-

beth Mooney, is the “Old Lady
Mooney” frequently referred to in
books about the history of Scotch
Plains. Mrs. Sockwell and Mrs.
O’Dell have a large nineteenth cen-
tury projector portrait of Elizabeth
Mooney, which they found in the
garage, buried under piles of old
tools and boxes. The sisters hope that
a local historical society will restore
the portrait.

Old Lady Mooney and her hus-
band, John Mooney, lived in a one
room Colonial Cabin next to the
current Sockwell house. The origi-
nal cottage was bought and demol-
ished by Weldon in 1978.

“It’s such a shame that the cottage
could not be saved. We don’t want
the same fate to happen to our cur-
rent house,” Mrs. Sockwell said.

A deed shows that the original
Mooney cabin was sold to John
Mooney from a George Brown in
1849. George was probably one of
the descendants of the original Brown
family.

Old Lady Mooney moved into the
Sockwells’s current house, which her
husband, John, built for her in the
late 1800s. Elizabeth Mooney gave
birth to Edmund Seeley, Mrs.
Sockwell and Mrs. O’Dell’s father.
He was named after the famous
Edmund Seeley of Seeley’s Pond,
because the family admired their

prosperous and humanitarian neigh-
bor.

In the Sockwell house, a pot-bel-
lied wood-burning stove pipes into
the original chimney shaft in the
kitchen, which was plastered over.
Several other rings in the ceiling
reveal other previous locations of
wood-burning pipe stoves.

Two large pot-bellied stoves sit in
the garage, covered over in dust,
alongside old tables and desks once
used by her John Mooney. Oil lan-
terns, old dolls, china cups, minia-
ture sewing machines, kitchen uten-
sils, garden tools and various other
odds and ends adorn every corner
and shelf of the house.

“You might say I’m a collector of
collections,” said Mrs. Sockwell.

Portraits of relatives going back
several generations hang on the walls
as well as a portrait of the original
Mooney cottage.

The Sockwells’s other possessions
include a nineteenth century mill
stone that caps a well in their base-
ment.

“I remember my mother had a
cage, which she filled with milk and
other perishables that sat down in the

well in the basement,” Mrs. Sockwell
recalled. The icy-cold well water
kept the food cold in the summer.

Mrs. O’Dell remembers ice skat-
ing on Seeley’s pond when she was a
young girl and hearing stories about
parishioners who were baptized in
the Greenbrook, from the Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains.

“Browntown and the village of
Scotch Plains have a connection that
goes way back,” Mrs. Sockwell re-
marked. Many of the last names of
the early families from Browntown
can be found in the Scotch Plains
Baptist Cemetery.

Marjorie is featured in a photo-
graph in a book, the History of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, as being in the
first grade in Scotch Plains School
One in the class of 1911. The sisters’
Uncle Ira Walker was a Scotch Plains
Township Chairman from 1907 to
1917.

Neighbors have formed a commit-
tee to help raise awareness regarding
the unprotected status of the Sockwell
home site. The committee can be
reached by calling Dr. David Goode
at (908) 322-9581 or e-mailing him
at Goode@postbox.csi.cuny.edu.
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HOME SWEET HOME...(Left) Priscilla and Wayne Sockwell’s House on New
Providence Road. (Top) Priscilla Sockwell, left, and Marjorie O’Dell, right, are
pictured with a portrait of their grandmother — Old Lady, Elizabeth Mooney.
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THREE GENERATIONS OF ANTIQUES...Two wood-bas reliefs and organ-
topper, carved by the grandfather of sisters Priscilla Sockwell and Marjorie
O’Dell, Civilian Von Campen, are just some of antiques and art collected over
three generations of the Sockwell family.


