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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Letters to the Editor

HEATING

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
• Central Air Systems • Gas Furnaces
• Boilers • Humidifiers • Air Cleaners
 • Hot Water Heaters

Sheet Metal Work

908-654-8861
FREE ESTIMATES

License #10596

FENCING

(908) 654-5222

A. PLAIA & SON

Free Estimates

All Types of Fence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

Goods & Services You Need!

HANDYMAN SERVICES

908-232-1501
We Return All Calls!!

By Art from Taylor Hardware...
...someone you know & trust!

A Handy Man
for All Seasons

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
(908) 322-1956

JK�S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧ Residential

✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

PERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

100’s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB • NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPING

“Dedicated To Your Lawn-Gevity”

• Landscape Design
• Spring Clean-ups
• Lawn Maintenance
• FREE Estimates

908-654-5296

Serving the Westfield Area
• 30+ Years of Experience • Licensed & Insured

Member of:
• Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
• NJ Landscape Contractors’ Association

LANDSCAPING

FOUR SEASONS
Landscape & Design Contractors

908-272-5422

SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Complete Professional
Landscape Service

Drainage Systems � New Plantings
Patios � Walks � New Lawns

Retaining Walls � Stone � Timber

Let Us Show You Exactly What Your
Landscaped Property Will Look Like

Prior To Doing Any Work Using
State of The Art Computer Imaging.

NO 2ND GUESSING, ALWAYS A STEP ABOVE THE REST

FLOORS

Kean Flooring, Co.
HARDWOOD FLOORS

Refinishing • Installations
Staining • Repairs

Sanding • Deck Care
Call Today for Estimate

1-732-868-0752
Dust Free Sanding

Craftmanship is
our specialty

CERAMIC TILE

~ Free Estimates ~
(908) 233-3294
8 Elm St., Westfield

Salzano
 Enterprises

Ceramic Tile Installation
Repair & Re-grout Specialists

HOME  IMPROVEMENT

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements, Inc.

� Kitchens � Baths � Ceramic Tile
� Corian & Laminated Counter Tops

� General Maintenance & Repairs
� Full Handyman Service

Ph: (908) 391-2040
Pg: (908) 889-3509

Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small

HOME  REPAIR
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Satisfaction Guaranteed

908-822-1999

Vinyl Master, Inc
• Siding • Roofing •

• Windows•

O
wner

W
orks O

n

Every Job!

Fully
Insured

ROOFING & SIDING
�THE PROFESSIONAL CHOICE�

NJ Timberline
Builders, Inc.

(800) 393-4951

ALL TYPES • ROOFS AND SIDING
Plywood Replacement • Tearoffs

Flat Roofs • Expert Repairs • Certified Warranty
Free Estimates • Insured & Licensed

We R
eturn

All C
alls

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St � Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

� Emission Repair Facility
� Tune-ups & Batteries

� A/C Service
� Tires & Brakes

� Road Service

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Atlas Construction

(732) 742-0088

John Goski, BuilderFully Insured Free Estimates

ADDITIONS • CUSTOM DESIGN
Vinyl Siding • Windows • Doors • Gutters • Roofs

“Keeping your home beautiful”

AVAILABLE

This Space
Available

(908)
232-4407

COMPUTER SERVICES

The Only Thing You Need To Know About The Internet.

www.elbnet.com • 908-317-8606 • info@elbnet.com

Internet Web Design
Domain Names
Hosting
E-Mail

AVAILABLE

This Space
Available

(908)
232-4407

ROOFING SIDING

town officials are also talking with
Lord & Taylor about building a deck
on the east end of their lot, creating
hundreds of additional parking
spaces? Or that, on weekends, town
employees will be required to park in
the South Avenue train station lot?

It seems to many of us in town that,
before we commit the residents to a
massive, open space-destroying, po-
tential white elephant, tax burdening
edifice, we implement, enforce, and
evaluate other creative ideas. Our
inactivity is the direct result of poor
leadership!

There are very few residents in
Westfield who disagree with the con-
cept of an attractive parking deck.
But I have found no residents in town
willing to construct an attractive park-
ing deck in their residential neigh-
borhood. We are talking about an
additional 600-800 automobiles a
day funneled through our neighbor-
hood streets. In the case of the pro-
posed lot, Elm Street, Prospect Street,
Clark Street, Dudley Avenue, and a
host of others will be used as short-
cuts. I believe a comprehensive traf-
fic study will bear this out along with
the attendant pollution and environ-
mental studies. It has also been sug-
gested that the residents in the af-
fected neighborhoods be entitled to
offer their input at public meetings.

In July, the town council agreed to
put Neil Sullivan’s suggested 11 park-
ing principles into practice. In my
observation, Mayor Jardim has yet to
show his leadership on these unani-

mous steps.
Councilman Salisbury, in an early

email to his constituents, articulately
stated his reasons why a deck should
not be built on lots 1-8.

We need to serve the interests of
the shoppers, the commuters and the
employees in the most cost effective
and efficient manner first. Then, if
these creative alternative solutions
don’t work we can shove a deck
down the first ward resident’s throats
as the Mayor has suggested.

Finally, so there is no misunder-
standing of what I’m trying to say, I
am asking that the public be fully
informed on all the issues, that we
begin immediately to use the dor-
mant available resources that we
have, and alleviate as many of our
parking concerns now, proceed with
the necessary traffic studies, hear
from our affected residents, then
determine the place and size of a
deck, if ultimately necessary.

The November elections are just
around the corner. I believe it is the
rational mind that will prevail, not
the “damn the torpedoes, full steam
ahead” mentality of some.

The Board of Education will once
again be coming to the community to
ask for approval for another bond.
There is just so much money to go
around, and at some point, fiscal
responsibility along with sound plan-
ning must be the hallmark of
Westfield.

Keith S. Hertell
Westfield

Correction:
Council Did Not Vote
To Stop Ban on Signs
In a letter to The Times August 24,

Salvatore Fazzino says the Planning
Board “voted not to continue the ban on
internally illuminated signs.”

This is incorrect. After extensive dis-
cussion, the Planning Board voted to
recommend to the council that Fanwood
maintain both the ban on internally illu-
minated signs as well as the ban on neon
signs. I’m sorry Mr. Fazzino missed
both the vote and my televised report.

As for my position, I had been advised
by our special counsel that a New Jersey
court case prohibited such a ban. I be-
lieve it’s important for public officials
to follow the law, and thus I would not
knowingly sponsor legislation which
violated New Jersey law. Following the
Planning Board’s vote, I checked with
our Borough Attorney who advised me
that the case cited by the special counsel
was not binding upon the Borough.

Joel Whitaker
Fanwood Borough Council

President

Councilman Sullivan Disputes Mayor’s
Letter on Prospect St. Parking Deck

The hard work on implementing a
parking solution for our community is
only now beginning. As I have stated
before, there is no such thing as “free
parking” except in Monopoly, and we as
a community must work together to put
in place solutions that deal with both the
economic and the “intangible” costs of a
comprehensive parking solution, includ-
ing deck parking.

It is unfortunate that Mayor Thomas
C. Jardim chose in a letter to this paper
to ridicule some council members for
our efforts to ensure that we have a
comprehensive plan for parking, not just
a large structure with negative neighbor-
hood impacts.

The mayor is certainly entitled to his
opinion, but he is not entitled to distort
the truth or mislead the people of
Westfield about the activities of their
elected governing body.

In his letter last Thursday, he failed to
mention that in the “eight solid months”
that Rich & Associates worked with the
mayor and his parking committee, they
failed to prepare a design or concept for
the combined Elm and Prospect Street
lots, despite several public meetings at
which council members past and present,
and other members of the public, recom-
mended it as a site. (It is ironic that the
mayor chose to quote former Mayor Bud
Boothe in his letter, since he was one of
the leading proponents of the Elm and
Prospect site that was ignored by the
parking committee.)

Only when Rich & Associates sat
down with the Town Council for the first
time on June 14 and 27 did the Elm and
Prospect plan get a proper discussion,
and shortly thereafter, emerged as the
preferred alternative for this one aspect
of a comprehensive parking plan.

This was not a “fast retreat,” in the
mayor’s words — it was prudent and
proper government. If anyone has made
a “fast retreat” from prior positions, it is
the mayor, who once promised a jitney
service by January 2000. Earlier this
year, he called my proposal to include
money in the 2000 budget for better
parking enforcement and a commuter
jitney “dopey,” and now he calls my
proposal for linking a jitney with a one-
seat train ride to New York City through
Rahway “a questionable scheme.”

One other point requires clarification.
The mayor is very clever in his state-
ment of “we will be free of all municipal
bonded indebtedness.” The average
reader might be led to believe that the
town will be “debt free,” and the “sav-
ings” will be able to subsidize a deck
“without increasing taxes.”

While it is accurate that we will soon
make the last payment on the $6.5 mil-
lion 1986 bond, the town has rapidly
expanded its debt in the last four years,
while reducing the payments we make
on that debt.

In fact, since 1996, the total of town
lease obligations and debt commitments
has increased by more than 50 percent,
to about $5.7 million by year end 2000.
And we are expecting to make millions
more in commitments to the town’s parks
and roads infrastructure in the coming
years.

Even if we were to devote every dollar

currently dedicated to the 1986 bond to
this debt, it will be at least five years to
retire our accumulated indebtedness,
without spending another dollar on roads
or fields or parking in the coming five
years.

We must not rely on phony “savings”
to subsidize a deck, but rather be honest
in discussing our financing alternatives.
We can build without a tax increase by
using increased parking meter and per-
mit rates and by imposing development
fees. And we must also be honest in
recognizing that building a deck does
not, in the mayor’s words, “solve our
problem once and for all,” any more than
building a hospital makes the people in
a community healthier, or a school makes
the children better educated.

Only with a comprehensive plan, uti-
lizing all available resources, manage-
ment, innovation and cooperation among
downtown users, will we make measur-
able improvements in our parking situa-
tion.

Neil Sullivan
Third Ward Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Ed Walsh Fires ‘The Jersey Bounce’
Antiaircraft Cannon In Pacific, 1944

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“George Brudnicki, Danny
Dommeleers and I were shooting
baskets in St. Mary’s gym and
George’s sister Amy ran in and told
us that they bombed Pearl Harbor,”
recalled Ed Walsh. Ed tried to enlist
but was told: “Son, you have a heart
condition, and it could never stand
the stress of combat.”

George got in and became a fighter
pilot and Danny went into the Navy
and became a radar man. A year
later, Ed got in too.

Right before his part in the inva-
sion of Guam, Ed received a letter
that George had crashed and died.

Danny was serving on the USS
Spence, and it was hit during a Euro-
pean campaign. Danny was okay.
Later, Ed met Danny when the USS
Spence was in the Pacific. One night
a month later, the USS Spence was
lost with all hands in a typhoon off
Okinawa.”

Ed Walsh said, “You cannot par-
ticipate in something as awesome as
a shooting war when you are just 18
or 19 without it making an impres-
sion on the rest of your life. Young
men, and some women, too, were cut
down with no chance to live out their
lives.”

“Then there are those who were

song was, “I’m Stepping out with a
Memory Tonight.” When stationed
in Cape May, there was a place called
the Shore Bar where he and his bud-
dies all went. The piano player’s
name was Molly. Every time they
walked in, she would play their song.

Ed recalls in the Pacific that their
LST landing craft came in too high
to shore and became beached.

“The Japanese fleet was approach-
ing so the other vessels departed,
leaving our three boats stranded,” he
said.

“The famed Battle of Leyte Gulf
started shortly thereafter, and we had
a precarious ringside seat. The flashes
of gunfire at night were awesome.
Two nights later, at high tide, sabo-
teurs set fire to an ammo dump nearby.

crippled, maimed or otherwise handi-
capped while serving their country.
World War II saw us all come to-
gether, care for each other and work
together for the common cause.”

During that time, Walsh’s favorite

At four in the morning, it reached the
high explosives and the ensuing con-
cussion jarred us loose, and we were
able to break free,” he recalled.

Ed was in combat for two years,
including such action as the invasion

of Bougainville, Solomon Islands, in
the Pacific Theater of War as a mem-
ber of United States Coast Guard.
This branch of the service was given
little acclaim, but it played a massive
role in the U.S. Amphibious Forces
under Navy command.

Ed rose to the rank of Acting Chief
Signalman and gunner on a 20 MM
anti-aircraft cannon nicknamed “The
Jersey Bounce.” His ship was LST
(Landing Ship Tank) 207. Following
Bougainville, she was fitted with 15
additional guns transforming her
from a “Large Slow Target” into a
lethal, albeit slow-moving, fighting
vessel. All in all, she shot down 13
enemy aircraft.

Ed Walsh and his wife, Margaret,
have been residents of Scotch Plains

for 37 years. Their son, Tim, is well
known for taking part in area sports
since childhood.

During his career as a journalist
and public relations professional, Ed
has served as editor of the Suburban
News; President of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce; Assistant to
the Vice President of Public Rela-
tions at then Union College (now
Union County College), and Direc-
tor of Public Relations at Middlesex
County College.

For the past 10 years, he has been
serving as media consultant for the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools in Scotch Plains.

Today, Ed Walsh laments, “I am
saddened by the current lack of pa-
triotism, allowed disrespect for the
flag, and the complete indifference
by the majority for the sacrifices that
allowed them (today’s society) to
stay unconquered and free.”

* * * * *
Publisher’s note: This is part of a

series on veterans of the region from all
eras to archive their stories. If you have
a story or photograph, please contact us.
On Veterans Day, November 11, there
will be a celebration Dinner Dance,
open to all, at the Westfield National
Guard Armory on Rahway Avenue. Be
part of the fun. Please call Charles Brown
at (908) 654-3946 for more information.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SERVING IN SCOTCH PLAINS…Currently, Ed Walsh serves as the media
consultant for Union County Vocational-Technical Schools (UCVTS) in Scotch
Plains. Mr. Walsh, right, displays the U. S. S. LST-207 Union Jack, while UCVTS
Superintendent Dr. Thomas Bistocchi holds a memento Mr. Walsh received in
the Philippines during World War II. (Top) A youthful Ed Walsh, right, poses
with some United States Navy personnel in this 1943 photo. Mr. Walsh served
on the U. S. S. LST-207 in the Pacific during World War II.
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Stop the Deck, I Want to Get Off.
What About the Parking Principles?


