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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Calvary Lutheran and Trinity Episcopal Churches in Cranford
‘Jump the Gun’ on World-Wide Shared Communion

By LAWRENCE HENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Calvary Lutheran
Church’s Pastor George W.
Freyberger (Cranford) cheerfully
admits that he and his friend, Father
Craig Wylie of Cranford’s Trinity
Episcopal Church, have “jumped the
gun” on their denominations’ offi-
cial decision to share the celebration
of communion.

That official communion-sharing,
marked by an agreement known as
“Called to Common Mission,” passed
muster at conventions of the Episco-
pal Church of the United States of
America (ECUSA) and the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of America
(ELCA) held in Philadelphia three
years ago. Shared communion will
start officially on January 1, 2001.

ECUSA and ELCA churches have
long accepted one another’s mem-
bers as communicants. But priests
and pastors have not celebrated com-
munion, also called the eucharist,
the central rite of Christianity, in
churches of the other denomination.
Doctrinal questions, particularly over
the ordination of bishops, held up
that ultimate union.

The question has been debated
between the two denominations for
nearly 30 years.

Pastor Freyberger and Father Wylie
simply decided not to wait.

“Father Wylie and I have shared a
Wednesday morning healing and holy
communion service for over a year
now,” Pastor Freyberger explained.
“During Advent and Lent, we have it
every Wednesday. The rest of the
year we have it on the first Wednes-
day of the month.”

That long-standing cooperative ser-

vice led the two ministers to make
another agreement.

“This summer,” said Pastor
Freyberger, “Father Wylie and I
agreed that, when I’m on vacation,
he was going to preach and celebrate
at both churches. And when he’s on
vacation, I would preach and cel-
ebrate at both churches.”

With the enthusiastic support of
their respective congregations, the
two ministers even scheduled their
services to make this pastor-sharing
arrangement possible. Trinity’s sum-
mer service is at 9 a.m.; Calvary
holds theirs at 10 a.m.

The sharing of rites, memberships,
and services has extended even be-
yond communion and preaching.

“A member of Father Wylie’s con-
gregation married a young woman
from my congregation,” Pastor
Freyberger recalled. The newly mar-
ried couple decided to go to church
at Calvary. “Now, normally, we
wouldn’t take a letter of transfer
from anything but another Lutheran
church,” Pastor Freyberger explained.
“But this time, we took a letter of
transfer from an Episcopal church.”

Father Wylie is currently in Cen-
tral America running a Bible school.
While he is away, Pastor Freyberger
will preside at a baptism of a child at
Trinity.

For the two ministers, the big ben-
efit has been a little extra vacation -
plus a fill-in preacher for their re-
spective congregations at no cost.

Pastor Freyberger noted that he
and Father Wylie actually got an
extra week of vacation apiece this
year with their new arrangement.

Simple cooperation and friendship
aside, the issue of shared commun-

ion has been a major point of conten-
tion in the ecumenical movement for
decades. For the ECUSA and the
ELCA, the leading advocate of shared
communion, according to the Rev.
Jane Rockman, rector of All Saints
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains,
has been Professor Jay Robert Wright
of the General Theological Semi-
nary in New York City.

Rev. Rockman said the most sig-
nificant effect of shared communion
“may be in large geographical areas
where there is only one church.
People will feel freer to go to a
church of a different denomination.
A Lutheran church,” said Rev.
Rockman, noting that there is a short-
age of clergy in the U.S., “could call
an Episcopalian to be its pastor.”

For her part, Rev. Rockman says,
“I would be happy to have a Lutheran
come to All Saints to celebrate.”

One set of Lutheran churches has
not signed on to the Called to Com-
mon Mission agreement. In contrast
to the ECLA churches, Missouri
Synod Lutheran churches insist that
communicants believe what they be-
lieve about the sacraments. (By con-
trast, the call to communion in ECLA
and ECUSA churches is usually is-
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sued to “all baptized Christians.”)
Redeemer Lutheran Church of

Westfield is a Missouri Synod
Lutheran Church. Redeemer’s asso-
ciate pastor, Robert Vogel, explained
the Missouri Synod position.

“We stand on the ‘real presence’ of
the body and blood of Jesus in the
sacrament,” Pastor Vogel said, not-
ing that “real presence” is the deci-
sive term. “That’s what the Book of
Concord describes as the sacrament.”

By contrast, said Pastor Vogel, the
ECUSA and ELCA churches, appar-
ently “see the bread and wine as
symbolic, or, at best, see the body
and blood of Jesus as spiritually
present.”

Episcopal churches are well-rep-
resented in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside, and Fanwood. By
some accident of geography, the only
prominent Lutheran church in that
area is Redeemer, a Missouri Synod
Lutheran church.

There are, however, a number of
ELCA churches in communities like
North and South Plainfield,
Plainfield, Rahway, and Piscataway.
If the experience of Cranford’s Trin-
ity Church and Calvary Lutheran is
any indication, the year 2001 will
see a great deal of sharing between
congregations as the Called to Com-
mon Mission agreement goes into
effect.

Girl Scout Council
To Hold Walk-a-Thon

at Nomahegan
WESTFIELD – Washington

Rock Girl Scout Council
(WRGSC), which includes the
communities of Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside, will hold a walk-
a-thon called “Walk for Girls”
on Saturday, September 23, from
9 a.m. to noon at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford.

Entertainment will be provided
by Girl Scouts along the walking
path. A $7 registration fee will
entitle walkers to free refresh-
ments and a Walk For Girls Patch.
In addition, T shirts will be given
to anyone who raises pledges of
$50 or more and a grand prize
will be awarded to the individual
who raises the most money.

Pledges received by walk par-
ticipants will be used by WRGSC
to introduce girls to the arts, sci-
ence, careers, the environment,
anti-drug awareness and health
concerns.

For more information and a
sponsor sheet, please call
Kathleen Gaughran, Fund De-
velopment/Public Relations Di-
rector, at (908) 232-3236, Ex-
tension No. 1209.

Something to Sing About
Set at Baptist Church
SCOTCH PLAINS – Something

to Sing About, a new movie about
love, friendship and the struggle to
change, will be presented at the
Scotch Plains Baptist Church on
Saturday, September 16, at 6 p.m.

It stars Irma P. Hall of the movie
Soul Food and Darius McCrary of
the television series “Family Mat-
ters.” Television veterans Tamera
Mowry, John Amos and Grant
Goodeve are also featured.

The film, which features ener-
getic Gospel Music, is from World
Wide Pictures, the motion picture
ministry of the Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association.

Members of the public are in-
vited to attend the screening of the
film. The Scotch Plains Baptist
Church is located at 333 Park Av-
enue. For more information, please
call the church office at (908) 322-
5487.
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