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SP-F BOE Expects State to Pick Up
34 Percent of $35.7 Mil. Bond Amount

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education announced at a special
meeting Thursday evening that they
expect the state of New Jersey to pay
for about 34 percent of the total
$35.7 million in renovations and
construction covered by this year’s
school bond issue. State legislation
passed in July called for reimburse-
ment of up to 40 percent of eligible
expenses associated with New Jer-
sey schools’ construction and reno-
vation work. The board now antici-
pates that the state will cover some
$12,086,700.

Based on the funding formula de-
vised by the state, $8.8 million of the

$13.9 million in new construction
expenditures planned by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood are eligible for state
reimbursement. The anticipated $3.5
million reimbursement equates to
25.32 percent of the total construc-
tion costs.

Of the $21.8 million in planned
renovation work, $21.4 million are
eligible for reimbursement. The dis-
trict expects to receive just under 40
percent, or $8.6 million, in aid.

Anthony DelSordi, Business Ad-
ministrator and Board Secretary, said
the property tax impact on an aver-
age home in Scotch Plains would be
$171 per year or $14.25 per month.
Fanwood homeowners would pay an
extra $145 per year, or $12 per month.

The new figures, which are cur-
rently under review at the state de-
partment of education, were reported
by Mr. DelSordi during the sparsely-
attended meeting at Park Middle
School. Of the 25-30 people in atten-
dance, only six or seven members of
the audience were not board mem-
bers, administrators, principals or
members of the Coalition to Support
the Bond.

According to Mr. DelSordi, the
state plans to fund its share of school
construction projects using the ciga-
rette tax, moneys from the tobacco
settlement and through its own bond
sales.

School One Elementary parent
Mary McGovern asked Mr. DelSordi
why Coles is the only elementary
school scheduled to get additional
classrooms. He explained that, with
permanent walled classrooms
planned for School One and at
Brunner and McGinn Elementary
Schools, the other schools will have
sufficient space.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanwood Business Association Seeks
Ways to Make Downtown Stronger
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

The fledgling Fanwood Business
and Professional Association (FBPA)
was expected to hold its second meet-
ing in as many months last night, for
a discussion of how individual busi-
nesses can benefit by tying into down-
town revitalization efforts currently
underway.

Although still in its infancy, the
FBPA is hoping to eventually infuse
the borough’s downtown with the
same kind of energy and cooperative
spirit which the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association
has brought to that community.

Founded more than six years ago,
the Scotch Plains organization now
numbers 170 members strong. Its
primary function is to provide sup-
port and encouragement to local busi-
ness and professional people, and to
represent their opinions and ideas
concerning issues related to the down-
town.

The FBPA, which held its inaugu-
ral meeting last month, expects to
conduct monthly meetings at The

Chelsea at Fanwood, an assisted liv-
ing facility on South Avenue.

Ellen Cagnassola, who volunteers
as coordinator for the group, said 17
people attended the September meet-
ing, including merchants, profession-
als and a landlord. Also on hand were
Mayor Louis C. Jung and Clayton S.
Pierce, Coordinator for the Fanwood
Downtown Revitalization Commit-
tee.

During that meeting, Mr. Pierce
presented an overview of the
streetscape project being imple-
mented in the borough’s downtown,
which will ultimately include Victo-
rian light fixtures, as well as new
sidewalks and pavers, in a bid to
attract more visitors to the area.

He also updated participants on a
report recently presented to the local
governing body by professional plan-
ner Richard Preiss. Mr. Preiss was
retained several months ago to per-
form analyses of the borough’s com-
mercial district to determine the best
improvement options for the area.

According Mrs. Cagnassola, the
FBPA does not yet have a formal

membership or dues. She said she
hopes, however, that more and more
people come to association meetings
as the months progress.

“This time I got phone calls from
people (regarding last night’s meet-
ing) who didn’t come the first time,”
she remarked. “So that’s a good sign.”

While acknowledging the impor-
tance of physical improvements to
the downtown, Mrs. Cagnassola
stated that the streetscape effort is
just one ingredient in the overall mix
necessary for genuine revitalization.

She added that business owners
and landlords need to take an active
role in helping to give the business
district an economic boost, includ-
ing working towards “common mar-
keting goals.”

Mrs. Cagnassola also emphasized
that communication between all
members of the business community
is pivotal to the success of any revi-
talization efforts.

The FBPA coordinator revealed
that local merchants and profession-
als have been buoyed by what they
perceive as serious efforts by the
current Mayor and council to create
a more “business-friendly” climate
in the municipality and to ensure that
revitalization plans come to fruition.
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Pandemonium over Subway Series
With Yankees, Mets Sweeping Area

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Times

As the Subway Series rages on in
the Bronx and Queens, fans from all
over the area are proclaiming their
allegiances. The burning question in
the  streets of Westfield, Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Mountainside, and
other surrounding local towns is sim-
ply: “Yankees or Mets?”

Just spending one hour in Westfield
town, over 30 shoppers were seen
sporting Yankees or Mets memora-
bilia. Fanwood residents’ Diane

Brown and her daughter, Olivia, were
shopping in Westfield Saturday af-
ternoon, both decked out in Yankee
gear.

“We’ve always been big Yankee
fans!” said Diane.

Stores in the area are also getting
into the spirit. Mike and Jerry, owner’s
of Hershey’s Deli on South Avenue
in Westfield, are huge Yankee fans.

Mike  said, “The series will gener-
ate a lot of excitement and will be
good for business. We’re already set
to cater many World Series parties.”

The Leader Store in Westfield is
stocking up on Subway Series memo-
rabilia.

“For three years we couldn’t give
away Mets hats. Now there is tre-
mendous interest in anything associ-

ated with the Subway Series,” said
owner Joe Spector.

This is the first time two New York
teams have played in a World Series
against one another since 1956 when
the Brooklyn Dodgers met the Yan-
kees.

Although most fans are ecstatic
over this year’s series, some can re-
member the aura of that last series in
’56. Mike Perrotta of Mountainside
is 64 and can remember vividly the
excitement associated with the World
Series of ’56.

At the time he was a Brooklyn
Dodger fan, but converted to the
New York Mets after the Dodgers
moved to Los Angeles in 1958.

“People tend to say that the base-

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
PAVING THE WAY…Construction personnel in Fanwood were busy at work
last week while repaving the sidewalk on Martine Avenue, the heart of the
borough’s downtown area.

Steven Krakauer for The Times
LET’S GO YANKEES!…In downtown Westfield, Fanwood residents Diane Brown and her daughter, Olivia, were
dressed head to toe in New York Yankees garb to show their support of the baseball team in the World Series. Ms. Brown
predicts that it will take the Yankees seven games to claim victory in the Series.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
DISCUSSING THE ISSUES…The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood reporter Fred Rossi took the dais last week to conduct
a debate between Fanwood Borough Council candidates. Pictured, left to right, are: Carol Wood, Council President Joel
Whitaker, Mr. Rossi, Matthew Glennon and Cynthia Swindlehurst.

Fanwood Debate Centers
On Fiscal Responsiveness

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The candidates for Fanwood Bor-
ough Council met in a debate last
Friday night, with the four partici-
pants finding themselves sparring
gently on the question of which po-
litical party was more responsible
for the accomplishments of recent
years and which party was the more
fiscally prudent.

Although there weren’t many
sparks during the hour-long program,
there were a few disagreements be-
tween Democratic Councilwoman
Cynthia Swindlehurst, who was ap-
pointed in March to fill out the re-
maining months of the term of Coun-
cilman William Populus after his
resignation, and Republican Joel
Whitaker, the Council President run-
ning for his second term.

At the start of the proceedings,
Ms. Swindlehurst, responding to a
question about whether she would
ensure that Fanwood’s voice was
heard by the county, the Board of
Education and other entities, said the

borough “has suffered” because no
replacement for Mr. Populus was
ever named to the county revenue
sharing committee.

She said she wanted to “make sure
we would have a representative at
every vital committee.” Mr. Whitaker
responded by questioning why Ms.
Swindlehurst, if she was concerned
about the vacancy, did not bring it up
to her Council colleagues earlier.

Their running mates, Democrat
Matthew Glennon and Republican
Carol Wood, also said it was impor-
tant for Fanwood to be represented
on all relevant committees and advi-
sory boards.

The two Republicans, Mr.
Whitaker and Ms. Wood, agreed that
further exploration of shared ser-
vices agreements with neighboring
towns was one way of controlling
local government costs and property
taxes. Mr. Whitaker also said rede-
velopment of the downtown busi-
ness district would also help because
it would “increase the tax assess-
ments on those properties.”

Mr. Glennon criticized the local
government’s 5 percent property tax
increase this year, saying it was un-
necessary. He also said, as far as
municipal expenses were concerned,
“the Council has had several special
meetings…that were not budgeted,”
noting that these unanticipated ses-
sions cost money as well.

Ms. Swindlehurst also criticized
the number of special meetings, 10
by her estimate, saying the current
administration, headed by Republi-
can Mayor Louis Jung, has spent the
borough’s surplus to pay for those
unscheduled meetings.

Mr. Whitaker later responded by
saying that “virtually all of these
meetings were directed to revising
the local zoning ordinance,” which
he said had not been updated since
1956.

When asked which local govern-
ment budget they would significantly
increase if they could, all four candi-
dates were in agreement that the
borough’s recreation budget would
be at the top of their wish list.

“We need to have more programs
for our youth,” Mr. Glennon said.
Ms. Wood raised the prospect of
expanding Forest Road Park so that
it could serve both youths and senior
citizens. Ms. Swindlehurst also called
for the creation of a youth advisory
board within the recreation depart-
ment.

The forum, held at Borough Hall,
was co-sponsored by the local League
of Women Voters and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Each can-
didate had two minutes to respond to
questions directed to them, with the
other three candidates each given

Deadline Notice:
All press releases and materials

for next week’s November 2 edition
of The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood are due no later than the
morning of Friday, October 27.
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Mrs. McGovern also asked what
would happen if the bond does not
pass in December.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Carol B.
Choye said she would recommend
the district try again in the spring,
probably in April or May, 2001. She
said such a delay could jeopardize
Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s ability to
take advantage of state funding.
Delaying approval until the spring
would also put the district back an-
other year in its renovation/construc-
tion plans.

Without new classrooms at Terrill
Middle and Coles Schools, Dr. Choye
said, the movement of the fifth grade
into the middle schools in Septem-
ber 2002 could necessitate stopgap
measures. These would include por-
table classrooms at Terrill and other
schools, split sessions of classes,
larger class sizes, and/or redistrict-
ing students. She said Park is ca-
pable of handling grades five through
eight, though it would not be “under
the best conditions.”

A second special board meeting
about the bond referendum will be
held Thursday, November 14, at 8
p.m. at Terrill Middle School.

She noted that members of the
business community had previously
been disappointed when anticipated
improvements had failed to materi-
alize. “You have to show them that
something is really happening,” Mrs.
Cagnassola commented.

A special focus of last night’s
meeting was expected to be home-
based businesses in Fanwood, with
all such business owners, along with
other merchants and professionals,
having been invited to attend the
program.

Herself the owner of a home-based
business manufacturing glycerin
soaps, Mrs. Cagnassola, who is also
an Internet representative for the New
Jersey Association of Women Busi-
ness Owners, was profiled earlier
this month in Entrepreneur Startups
magazine.

She said she believes operators of
home-based businesses can be a vi-
tal part of downtown revitalization,
both in terms of their location and
the diversity of their talents.

The association coordinator cited
Mayor Jung’s recent assessment that
“home-based businesses in Fanwood
are an important asset to the devel-
opment of the town, as well as New
Jersey.”

Last night’s meeting was also an-
ticipated to be a roundtable discus-
sion and what Mrs. Cagnassola de-
scribed as a “business incubator” to
develop marketing strategies that will
enhance downtown development in
Fanwood.

ball feelings have never been like
this before, but the emotions in 1956
were just as great, if not greater, then
they are now,” he said.

He attributes the main difference
between the past two Subway Series
to more media attention. He says
there was much less television cov-
erage and less reporters than there
are today.

But that didn’t take away from
listening to the excitement on the
radio. “Our teachers would let us
listen to a couple of innings in school.
Then, after school we’d run home to
catch the end of the game. All games
were in the afternoon which made it
much easier for people to listen to,”
said Mr. Perrotta.

The excitement of the Subway
Series has reached the offices of the
mayors as well. Westfield Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim is a life-long Yan-
kee fan, while Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks is a die-hard Mets fan.

Mayor Marks was born in 1962,
the same year the Mets came into the
league. He describes attending game
seven of the 1986 World Series
(which the Mets won) one of the
most memorable experiences of his
life. Also on that list would be the
birth of his first daughter, who he
named after the Mets first manager,
Casey Stengel.

Mayor Marks said, “I think, if
nothing else, this Subway Series
brings a sense of nostalgia to the
towns. It gives the younger genera-
tions a chance to experience what
older generations had experienced
in the ’40s and ’50s.”

Members of the younger genera-
tion, like Rory Schulman, a junior at
Westfield High School, are influ-
enced by members of older ones.

“My whole family is mixed with
Yankees and Mets fan. My grandfa-
ther on my mom’s side was a Mets
fan, while my grandmother on my
dad’s side is a big Yankee fan,” he
commented.

Whether a Met or a Yankee fan,
whether you predict Yanks in four or
Mets in seven, baseball fever has
sweeped over the entire tri-state area.

As Matt Ferrante from Jolly Trol-
ley in Westfield says, “It’s going to
be dramatic.”

1956 New York Yankees
 C- Yogi Berra- launched three

homers in the ’56 World Series.
 1b- Joe Collins- doubled twice in

’56 World Series.
 2b- Billy Martin- only year as all-

star came in ’56.
 3b- Andy Carey- led league in

triples in ’55.
 SS- Gil McDougald- top ten in

OBP and BA in ’56.
 OF- Hank Bauer- blasted HR in

game 4 of World Series ’56.
 OF- Mickey Mantle- MVP, won

Triple Crown in ’56 season.
 OF- Enos Slaughter- homered in

game 7 of World Series ’56.
 P- Don Larson- pitched perfect

game in game 5 of ’56 World Series.
 P- Whitey Ford- lowest ERA in

’56 season, won game 3 in WS ’56
1956 Brooklyn Dodgers
 C- Roy Campanella- 1955 MVP,

1956 All-Star.
 1b- Gil Hodges- ’56 was first year

without going to All-Star game since
’49.

 2b- Jim Gilliam- led league in
OBP in ’56.

 3b- Jackie Robinson- HR in first
game of ’56 WS.

 SS- Pee Wee Reese- oldest player
on team at 37, had only triple in ’56
WS.

 OF- Duke Snider- led league in
HR, slugging and walks in ’56 sea-
son.

 OF- Carl Furillo- led league in
games played and at-bats in ’51 .

 OF- Sandy Amoros- only hit in
’56 WS brought him a run and a RBI.

 P- Sal Maglie- Pitched two com-
plete games in ’56 WS.

 P- Don Newcombe- Cy Young
winner, MVP in ’56 season.
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Marks, Samuel Clash Over Plan
To Establish Conservation Zone

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Councilwoman Geri M.
Samuel called Mayor Martin L.
Marks’ proposal to establish a new
conservation zone “nothing but po-

litical grandstanding,” and criticized
the Mayor for hastily wanting to pass
an ordinance creating the new zone.

Mrs. Samuel, the Democratic can-
didate for Mayor on November 7,
aired her objections at the Township
Council’s regular meeting on Tues-
day night after the introduction of an
ordinance calling for the establish-
ment of a new “C-Conservation” zone
in Scotch Plains.

Such would allow certain property
to be designated as being off-limits to
any commercial or residential devel-
opment as well as being turned into a
formal park. After the conservation
zone ordinance was introduced and
seconded, Mrs. Samuel asked to put
forth her alternative ordinance, a move
that seemed to catch Mayor Marks,
her Republican opponent in the may-
oral contest, and the two other Coun-
cil Republicans somewhat off guard.

“I can see no purpose for your
additional zone at this time other than
political,” Mrs. Samuel told Mr.
Marks. Both proposed ordinances
would affect a piece of township-
owned property at 556 Hunter Av-
enue; the actual ordinance would des-
ignate that tract of land as being in a
conservation zone, while Mrs.
Samuel’s proposal would change that
property’s designation from “R-Resi-
dential” to “P,” which is a public
zone.

Mrs. Samuel criticized the Mayor
for “rushing to judgment” in introduc-
ing the ordinance two weeks prior to
the election. She said Mr. Marks had
first brought up the idea for a new
zone in late September.

“No back-up documentation was
provided to the Council,” she said,
adding that she had asked on subse-
quent dates for back-up documenta-
tion prior to the introduction of the
ordinance.

“I received none.”
She decried the lack of public input

on the matter, and also criticized the
Mayor for not discussing the issue
with the Township Environmental
Commission, which, she said, is now
in the process of writing a conserva-
tion easement for the Master Plan re-
view.

“That easement provides for the per-
manent protection of property as open
space,” Mrs. Samuel said. “A conser-
vation zone will not provide that same
protection. Zoning can be changed at
any time, as we can see tonight.”

She challenged Mr. Marks to table
discussion of the conservation zone
ordinance until after the election.

“That way, we will know for sure
whether or not the introduction of this
ordinance is political in nature,” Mrs.
Samuel said, noting that if her ordi-
nance was passed and the Hunter Av-
enue property was changed to a “P”
zone, “we can leave the land the way
it is and then ask for public input as to
what should be done with the land.”

Mayor Marks, saying he did not
want to dismiss Mrs. Samuel’s pro-
posal out-of-hand, nonetheless said
that Council members were given cop-
ies of her ordinance just prior to the
start of the meeting and would need
more time to study it. He also de-
fended his handling of the conserva-
tion zone proposal, noting that it had
been discussed at two recent confer-
ence meetings.

Republican Councilman Frank P.
Rossi, saying it was “difficult to
judge” Mrs. Samuel’s proposal at the
last minute, pointed out that the
Mayor’s zoning change had been
studied by the Township Planning
Board, which had unanimously ap-
proved it. He said Mrs. Samuel’s pro-
posal was one that she put forth “for
the television cameras.”

Both the Mayor and Township At-
torney Douglas Hansen also pointed
out that the ordinance would not be
finally considered until November 21,
when a public hearing will be held.

“The key here is there is going to be
a public hearing,” Mr. Hansen said as
he defended the handling of the con-
servation zone ordinance during the
past month. In the end, the Mayor
agreed to discuss Mrs. Samuel’s idea
at the Council’s conference meeting
the day after the election.

Earlier, the Council voted unani-
mously to appoint Democrat Sharynn
M. Porter to the governing body. She
will replace the late Tarquin Bromley
and serve until a special election is
held in 2001 to fill out the remainder
of Mr. Bromley’s term, which runs
until the end of 2002.

Mrs. Porter, whose husband Lance
serves on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, was out of town
on Tuesday night, but Mayor Marks
said she will be formally sworn in by
week’s end.

In other business, Mayor Marks per-
formed a ribbon-cutting that formally
unveiled the township’s official Web
site. Ken Anderson, Chairman of the
Township’s Technology Advisory
Committee, gave a brief tour of the
site, which is still being developed.
Visitors to www.scotchplainsnj.com
will find information on the township,
the Police and Fire Departments, the
Recreation Department as well as a
directory of township employees.
There are also links to the Rescue
Squad, the Library, the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion and the Board of Education.

Mayor Marks proclaimed the week
of October 22-28 as DECA Week in
honor of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s DECA chapter, which
is celebrating its 31st year of com-
munity service. He also proclaimed
the week of November 12-19 as
American Education Week in Scotch
Plains.

The Council’s next regular meeting
will be held on November 21.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
THUMBS UP FOR DRUG AWARENESS…Matthew Ridge, 4, and Michael Ridge, 9, both of Scotch Plains offered a big
thumbs up before inspecting a special helicopter brought in by Union County. Meanwhile, Matthew pledges his allegiance
to the New York Yankees with a T-shirt displaying the name of Yankee Derek Jeter.
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one minute for a response. Question-
ing rotated between each party’s can-
didates.

Turning to downtown development,
which has recently begun to undergo
some visible changes to its streetscape,
Ms. Swindlehurst said the next thing
to address there was “the vacancies
downtown and bringing business in.”
She claimed that vacancies had in-
creased in the past year, but Mr.
Whitaker disputed that, saying that a
new business will soon be taking the
spot formerly occupied by Village
Travel at the corner of Martine and
South Avenues.

He also said that Scotchwood Au-
tomotive, in front of the Fanwood
train station, was bought by the state
in order to expand parking available
to commuters.

Ms. Wood, speaking about the va-
cancies, said “rents were too high,”
but noted that the Council has little
control over that. Mr. Glennon criti-
cized the GOP administration for not
bringing in a professional planner to
discuss downtown options until only
recently. He also said the Dean Oil site
was “a key element” in developing the
downtown area and claimed the Re-
publicans had campaigned last year
on the promise of moving the
Fanwood Post Office to that site.

“It never happened,” he said.

Mr. Whitaker responded by saying
that the GOP had proposed moving the
Post Office not to the Dean Oil site
specifically, but somewhere in the down-
town block. He added that the Post
Office had recently signed a lease that
will keep it in its present spot until 2007.

“We’re working hard on other
things,” he said.

The Dean Oil property could be a
site for apartments, townhomes or of-
fices, he said.  Ms. Wood said that “all
of us want to see Dean Oil developed,
but developed the right way.”

Later in the debate, the topic of
shared services was revisited, with
Mr. Glennon saying he would favor
some joint cooperation between the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains Police
Departments in areas such as dispatch-
ing as well as some administrative
functions. Mr. Whitaker disagreed,
saying that when it comes to dispatch
functions, it would be better to keep
both departments’ responsibility in that
area separate because each police de-
partment best knows its own town,
and the needs of its town.

Addressing the use of grant money,
the candidates all agreed on their use-
fulness and also felt that county grants
should not necessarily be earmarked
for one specific purpose. Saying that
“grants are vital to keep taxes from
going up,” Ms. Swindlehurst said
grants should be targeted at specific
needs within the borough. Mr.
Whitaker agreed, saying the concept
of the county determining its grant
focus each year was “not beneficial to
the community.”

Instead, he said the county govern-
ment should make block grants avail-
able because the needs in Fanwood
are not the same as in Elizabeth or
Union or Westfield. Mr. Glennon
stated that “grants are taxes paid. We
have a right to them.”

He also said that the previous Demo-
cratic administration in Fanwood had
secured the grant money being used
to fund downtown development.

The candidates had ideas on how
the borough government could better
serve seniors and young people in
Fanwood. Ms. Wood called for a se-
nior citizen counselor who could pro-
vide assistance in completing tax and
Medicare forms.

Ms. Swindlehurst and Mr. Glennon
emphasized the need to keep property
taxes under control as a way of help-
ing seniors on a fixed income.

Addressing young people’s needs,
Mr. Whitaker and Ms. Wood backed
the establishment of a skateboard park,
while Mr. Glennon said he would look
to the Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion to come up with new or expanded
programs for youths.

The final topic of contention for the
evening was on the issue of increasing
the spirit of volunteerism in the borough.

Saying that “volunteerism is the
lifeblood” of communities like
Fanwood, Mr. Glennon said he was
“somewhat dismayed” when the
Council turned the post of Downtown
Coordinator from a volunteer posi-
tion into a paid one, saying that the
individual named to the position had
no experience or qualifications. Ms.
Swindlehurst joined in the criticism,
claiming the person was being paid
while still a volunteer and saying that
other volunteers in town were threat-
ening to submit their expenses for
reimbursement “because they feel they
were being slighted.”

Mr. Whitaker defended the
Council’s actions, saying that nothing
had really happened in the downtown
business district “in all the years we
used volunteers.”

Fanwood Debate Centers
On Fiscal Responsiveness

NY Governor Pataki Pitches
For Ferguson at Fundraiser

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Republican Sev-
enth District Congressional candi-
date Michael A. Ferguson got a boost
Monday night when New York Gov-
ernor George Pataki headlined a

$500-per-person fundraiser at the
Ward Mansion on East Broad Street
in Westfield.

With less than two weeks to go,
Mr. Ferguson is locked in a fierce

battle with former Fanwood Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly for the Con-
gressional seat held for the past
eight years by Bob Franks. Mr.
Franks is the Republican nominee
for the United States Senate this
year.

M r .
Ferguson said
his campaign
is about
“ b r i n g i n g
people to-
gether. To
give people
the faith and
encourage-
ment to know
that their gov-
ernment can
be a produc-
tive force in
their lives in
a limited
way.”

Governor
Pataki, serv-
ing his second
term after
posting a ma-
jor upset over
l o n g - t i m e

Democratic Governor Mario Cuomo
in 1994, said Mr. Ferguson “is not
just a candidate. He is someone who
wants to win for the right reasons.”

He lauded Mr. Ferguson for tak-
ing a stand against the “education
(special) interests,” as well as for
his anti-gun violence proposals. Mr.
Ferguson has often talked about his
days as a teacher in The Bronx,
when a gun went off in his class-
room.

The Governor cited the impor-
tance of the Congressional race in
determining which party has the
majority in the House of Represen-
tatives in 2001.

Noting Mr. Ferguson’s belief that
local school districts and govern-
ments should have more control over
how federal dollars are spent, the
Governor said Congress should let
states “be the laboratories of de-
mocracy.”

“There are only a handful of races
in America where the future of Con-
gress is going to be determined.
This is one of them,” Governor
Pataki stated.

New Jersey Assemblyman Rich-
ard H. Bagger of Westfield (R-22nd)
noted that 90 percent of the seats in
Congress are safe for incumbents,
Republicans and Democrats.

“We in Central New Jersey are
really fortunate because our vote
really counts. And our financial
contributions really count. And vol-
unteer time really counts,” Mr.
Bagger told Republican contribu-
tors.

Governor Pataki’s visit follows
those of Senator John McCain (R-
Ariz.) and Congresswoman Jenni-
fer Dunn from New York, for Mr.
Ferguson, and of Congressman
Patrick Kennedy (D-R.I.), actor Ri-
chard Dreyfuss and Congressman
Richard Gephardt (D-Mo.), cam-
paigning for Mrs. Connelly, among
others.

In 1998, Mrs. Connelly captured
over 46 percent of the vote in a race
won by Mr. Franks — the best
showing for a Democrat in over 28
years.

See Us on the Web:
www.goleader.com

CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Republican Seventh District Congres-
sional candidate Michael A. Ferguson, far right, was joined by
his wife, Maureen Ferguson, and New York Governor George
Pataki during a fundraiser in Westfield.

Drew Zimmerman Named
To Fall 2000 Dean’s List

At Caldwell College
SCOTCH PLAINS – Caldwell

College in Caldwell recently revealed
that Scotch Plains resident Drew
Zimmerman was named to the Fall
2000 Dean’s List.

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901
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116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
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Lessons for the Learning Disabled

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ   07936
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street
Millburn, NJ   07041

(973) 467-4688


