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Political Forum
Westfield Council

Third Ward
Ms. Lazarowitz (D)

WESTFIELD - Claire Lazarowitz,
Third Ward Councilwoman and

Democratic candi-
date for re-election,
this week discussed
her efforts to honor
Westfield’s fallen
veterans.

“I have been the
prime advocate, on
the Council, of hon-

oring our fallen veterans through the
use of ‘street name rider signs’ above
an existing street sign in the neigh-
borhood where each of these veter-
ans lived,” Ms. Lazarowitz explained.

“Westfield with its strong sense of
caring and community is a perfect
town to launch this program. It would
be a tribute to our fallen veterans and
a source of pride for their families
and friends,” the Councilwoman
added.

“Since I joined the Town Council
in the beginning of this year, this has
been a priority of mine,” she went on
to say. “I have been working with
Pete Hogaboom, ex-commander of
The Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 of
The American Legion and Chaplain
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ing his second term on the Town
Council.

“Westfield may feel like a small
town, but, with more
than 29,000 resi-
dents, over 200 em-
ployees and an an-
nual budget of $24
million, but we can-
not run it like a small
town,” said Mr.
McDermott. “As

mayor, I would seek to apply recog-
nized business principles of fiscal
planning, priority setting and ac-
countability to the management of
the town.”

A printing firm vice president with
over 20 years experience, Mr.
McDermott said he has proposed the
development of Westfield’s first-ever
long-range capital improvement plan.

“Government tends to take the
short view, especially when it comes
to budgeting. I propose we create
three-year and five-year capital im-
provement plans similar to those used
by business. This would enable the
town to prioritize needs, whether for
road repaving, downtown parking or
improved recreational facilities. Then
we would follow the fiscal blueprint
to meet these needs,” said the First
Ward Councilman.

Mr. McDermott also noted that
there are many volunteer commis-
sions and boards whose members are
appointed by the mayor and Town
Council. These groups, such as the
Planning Board, the Board of Ad-
justment and the Recreation Com-
mission, play a significant role in
setting policy for the town.

“I would like these boards and
commissions to appear periodically
before the mayor and Town Council
and provide a report of their activi-
ties, accomplishments and chal-
lenges. Establishing such account-
ability enables the town to resolve
issues quickly or capitalize on op-
portunities,” Mr. McDermott said.

Mr. McDermott and his running
mates for Town Council have posted
their positions concerning many of
the key issues facing Westfield on
their Web site, www.mcdermott-
team.com.

“Setting policy, establishing pri-
orities and developing plans to meet
our goals are primary responsibili-
ties for the mayor. However, the
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Mr. McDermott mayor can improve significantly the
results by creating an environment
that encourages citizen participation.
My ideal government is run like a
business but partnered with the resi-
dents it serves. This is a partnership
that I look forward to cultivating,”
Mr. McDermott concluded.

WestfieldMayor
Mrs. Jacobson

(Democrat)
WESTFIELD — “A five-year plan

is a living document; a roadmap for
our future, showing what we want to

accomplish and how
and when we achieve
needed upgrades and
improvements,” said
Westfield Demo-
cratic Mayoral can-
didate Susan
Jacobson.

Mrs. Jacobson
said she has spoken to many of her
friends who coach in the baseball
and soccer leagues concerning the
conditions of certain fields.

“Both coaches and parents worry
about kids getting hurt,” she said.
“We must make fields safe so that
children can compete and play with-
out fear of injury.”

Mrs. Jacobson said under her lead-
ership as a member of the Westfield
school board, Tamaques School’s
field was totally refurbished, work
on Kehler Stadium and field was
completed, the Westfield High School
field was restored and Roosevelt In-
termediate School’s field was rede-
signed.

“The problem with our fields,”
said Mrs. Jacobson, “is that they are
in constant use without any down-
time. As a result, beyond simply
refurbishing fields, we need to de-
velop a more intensive maintenance
program to deal on an ongoing basis
with that reality.”

Mrs. Jacobson said that not only is
it time to move beyond mere talk
with respect to better field mainte-
nance, it is also time to implement
effective sharing of maintenance re-
sponsibilities between the school
board and the Town Council.

“As an original member of the
Board of Education/Town Council
Liaison Committee, I have always
looked for ways to share services,
such as when the schools and the
town combined our efforts 12 years
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ago to create a teen drop-in center at
Westfield Town Hall. I want to bring
that same commitment to a joint
effort on field maintenance,” Mrs.
Jacobson said.

She pointed out that under prior
Republican administrations very
little money was spent on improving
the town’s fields. However, in the
past four years, over $400,000 has
been spent on improvements includ-
ing Sycamore Field, bathrooms at
Gumbert field, and creating a play-
ground at Lincoln School.

“I believe that there is real progress
being made. But so much more needs
to be done,” she added.

Plans for work at Memorial Field
are estimated at $1.3 million, she
said. She said she the town needs to
move forward to fund improvements
to Memorial and Tamaques.

Westfield Council
First Ward

Mr. Echausse (R)
WESTFIELD — Saying that his

background in municipal finance will
help fill the void of
departing Second
Ward Councilman
James J. Gruba, Re-
publican First Ward
Westfield Town
Council Candidate
Peter Echausse said
he is well-prepared

to handle the important fiscal issues
facing the town in the coming years.

Councilman Gruba, who chairs the
Town Finance Committee, is step-
ping down from the Council after
years.

“Jim has done an excellent job of
being fiscally responsible by keep-
ing the town’s property tax growth at
3 percent or less per year during his
tenure as finance chairman, while
maintaining adequate financial re-
serves,” said Mr. Echausse, who has
built a career in finance at S&P and
Merrill Lynch analyzing municipal
bonds.

“Given my 10 years of municipal
finance experience, I believe I can
fill the void of Jim Gruba’s decision
to step down and help lead the coun-
cil to continue to be fiscally prudent
while controlling property taxes.”

Mr. Echausse said he has worked
closely with Republican mayoral
candidate Gregory McDermott in

developing a proposal for instituting
three-year operating budgets and five-
year capital improvement plans.

“These long-term plans will give
the Town Council a blueprint to iden-
tify what kind of tax burden residents
can expect and what type of value, in
the form of capital improvements
and improved services, they will re-
ceive,” he said. “We will need such a
blueprint more than ever over the
next few years as we undertake some
major initiatives.”

Mr. Echausse added that approxi-
mately 65 percent of a homeowner’s
property tax bill goes to support our
school system, 20 percent goes to
fund Union County operations and
the remaining 15 percent goes to the
town.

“While I believe that Westfield
homeowners are receiving good value
for the portion of property taxes paid
to the town, due primarily to the
strong leadership of the Republican
majority on the Town Council, I be-
lieve that we can do more to provide
even greater value,” he said.

Westfield Council
Second Ward

Mr. Betancourt (R)
WESTFIELD — While acknowl-

edging the importance of issues in
this year’s campaign
for Westfield Town
Council, Second
Ward Council can-
didate Rafael J.
Betancourt said he
believes voters will
ultimately choose a
representative in

whom they can place their trust.
“I believe that after voters take a

look at a candidate’s stand on the
issues, they will support the person
they feel they can trust to put the
community above partisan politics
and get things done on Town Coun-
cil,” said Mr. Betancourt. “As a former
Westfield public servant for 10 years
and with many years experience on
numerous boards, I have a proven
track record as someone who under-

stands how government works and
who can build consensus to solve
difficult issues.”

Mr. Betancourt said working with
Republican mayoral candidate and
First Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott over the past five months
has only reinforced his belief that a
background in local government is
the best preparation for being an
effective leader and a good public
servant.

“When we talk about the issues,
Greg has a clear vision of what he
wants accomplished for Westfield
over the next few years. He has the
vision because he has the experience
in being a leader on Town Council
for so long, and in working with the
Board of Education and with the
Downtown Westfield Corporation,”
said Mr. Betancourt.

“I’ve built my career on integrity
and on commitment to my family,
my community and my profession.
I’m someone who believes partisan
politics does not serve the commu-
nity, but only a political agenda. My
record shows that Westfield residents
can trust me to put their needs first
and I intend to do that as their Coun-
cil representative,” he concluded.


