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Letters to the Editor

Mini-Bus Would Serve Taxpayers Better
Than Multi-Million Dollar Parking Deck

Attention, Fanwood Candidates:
Bipartisan Cooperation Works

Reader Notes Headline
About Restaurant ‘Faith’
From your October 12 issue: “The

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
will hold its 52nd Anniversary Dinner
and Faith in Westfield Award Ceremony
on Monday, October 23, at 6 p.m. at The
Primavera, owned by the Ferraro Fam-
ily, in Stirling.”

Faith in Westfield? I’m sure all the
restaurateurs in Westfield appreciate
their faith, if not their business. Or maybe
the restaurateurs are getting a discount
on their Chamber of Commerce dues
from the “Ferraro Family.”

Is it me?

Joe Gazdak
Westfield

Legion Commander Urges Everyone
To Honor Veterans on November 11

Reader Urges Traffic Light
At Broad and Chestnut Streets

ShopRite: Who Made Out,
Westfield or Garwood?

Garwood got the ShopRite. Garwood
got the ratable. Westfield got the traffic
and a lawsuit. Who’s the jerk in this
story?

Bruce Long
Westfield

I would like to present a different
point of view (from that voiced by
Harrison Watson and Nancy Thornberry)
regarding the plans by Union County to
install a traffic light at Broad and Chest-
nut Streets.

I first moved to Benson place in 1938.
There are two items concerning this
street that I can recall being issues since
my childhood here. First, the idea of
widening and curbing Benson: While
the majority of Benson Place residents
oppose (and have always opposed) this
being done, it appears that despite our
numerous protests it will soon happen.
Just how this can be when we were
assured that if we didn’t want it, it
wouldn’t be done, I don’t know. Perhaps
I’m not privy to the inner “deals” that
happen in local government.

The second item that has been an issue
since the 1940s is the placement of a
traffic light at Benson and Chestnut. We
were always told it was a county, not a
town, jurisdiction, so I am very happy to
see the possibility finally come about.

I cannot follow the logic that the pres-
ence of a light regulating traffic flow
will lead to increased danger. A traffic
light creates pauses in the flow of cars,
making it safe to cross the street. In fact,
the pause in flow is effective for one or
two blocks.

Surely, children are taught by parents
and teachers not to cross a street until
there are no cars coming. Perhaps more
crossing guards would help reduce Ms.
Thornberry’s fears. As for the events at
Gumbert Field, it seems to me from the
large number of cars that few children
walk there or are unaccompanied by an
adult. I see more danger from the parked
cars blocking the view of traffic than
from the traffic itself.

I think it is very likely that there will
be increased traffic, especially on South
Chestnut, once the North Avenue
ShopRite is opened. To me, that only
increases the need for a light to help
regulate the flow. A light at North and
South Chestnut might also prove help-
ful.

As for property values, I should think
having regulated traffic is a positive, not
a negative. For pollution, a shorter time
with idling motors is definitely a posi-
tive. By my watch, I have at times waited
three to four minutes to get across Broad
Street. Strict enforcement of the 25 mph
speed limit on Broad Street would only
make that idling time longer.

A traffic light with left-hand turn pro-
visions at Broad Street and Chestnut
Street can only serve to enhance safety
and quality of life in the immediate area.

Doris Jackson
Westfield

On November 11, America will
honor the men and women who have
served in the armed forces of the
United States by observing Veterans
Day.

It is only fitting that we pause on
that day as a sign of appreciation for
the contributions our veterans have
made, often at great personal sacri-
fice, to uphold and defend freedom
and democracy around the world.

Despite the fact that we are now
more secure in a post-cold war envi-
ronment, we need only look at the
October 12 attack on the USS Cole to
be reminded of the constant dangers
which confront our men and women
in uniform.

American Legion posts throughout
New Jersey will be participating in a

variety of activities in honor of our
nation’s veterans on November 11. I
encourage all of our citizens to attend
their local event as a sign of apprecia-
tion and support for all veterans past
and present.

For God and Country.

Clifford Griffiths
American Legion

State Commander

I would like to address the inaccurate
literature I received from some candidates
for Fanwood’s Borough Council. I have
been a volunteer on the Downtown Revi-
talization Committee since January 2000.
I suggest that these the candidates in ques-
tion take a walk downtown where they can
see our Downtown Coordinator, Clayton
Pierce, assisting in overseeing the
streetscape renovations already in progress.

Clayton has gotten Fanwood quick
results so that the construction could
take place before the holiday season. He
has negotiated a custom-made replica of
the original lampposts at no extra cost to
taxpayers of Fanwood. This lamp is now
a permanent part of PSE&G’s catalog
and is named “The Fanwood Lamp.”

The progress of our bipartisan down-
town committee is a direct result of the

cooperation and progressive attitudes of
the Republicans and Democrats on the
Borough council. I am baffled as to how
some candidates can use the downtown’s
redevelopment as a political platform
when they obviously have no knowledge
of the actual construction in progress in
her own town.

My advice to all politicians is, do not
tear down another person’s platform.
Build your own! Lastly and most impor-
tantly, volunteerism is alive and well in
Fanwood.

Ellen Cagnassola
Fanwood

Westfield has always had a parking
problem.  The addition of a high rise
parking garage is not the solution.

A multi-million dollar high rise parking
building in the already congested down-
town area would cause more traffic prob-
lems than already exist. It would be an
eyesore in the colonial Town of Westfield,
changing the characteristic charm that at-
tracts many shoppers. The ability of the
garage to support itself is unlikely and
would provide a tax burden on the residents
of Westfield.

We believe a better plan would be a
mini-bus system to service and benefit
Westfield and the neighboring towns of
Clark, Cranford, and Scotch Plains.

The bus system would be used for
shopping as well as commuter travel,
dining, movie-going, banking, and other
business matters. Besides relieving traf-
fic congestion, this service would be an
aid to seniors and students.

It would take approximately 20 min-
utes, starting at Lord & Taylor’s parking
lot, to get to Bradlees in Clark, make a
stop in Scotch Plains on Park Avenue,
then go to the Cranford train station and
Central Avenue near Broad street before
returning to Lord & Taylor’s.

One should be able to board and
reboard the bus at any stop for one fare,
leaving one’s car at any shopping area.

The towns may be interested in shar-

ing the cost of this endeavor by putting
out bonds. The revenue generated by the
riders could be used to pay for the buses
and the drivers. This plan has proven
effective in other parts of the country.

If we find that at any time we do not
need this amount of ground transporta-
tion, we can dispose of one or more of the
mini-buses. With the parking deck, the
taxpayers will have the burden forever.

George and Myrtle Birchall
Westfield

Science and Engineering,
The Real Meaning of Technology

One hallmark of success for Union County and
much of New Jersey over the last few generations is
the presence of scientific, research, development and
engineering companies in the region. There were
thriving employers such as Esso Research and Engi-
neering, Bristol Myers, Worthington, Celanese,
Westinghouse, Western Electric and many more.

These companies recruited some of the brightest
minds to the area. The recruits became our citizens.
Scientists and engineers were curious, and they
valued education. Learning and contributing were
part of their lives. Being “ahead of the curve” was not
always the most important issue for them. They
volunteered in the communities, cared for their fami-
lies and focused on their careers. These traits were
passed on to their children. Now we’re enjoying
much of the fruits of their labors.

These research and engineering companies engaged
the unknown as their stock in trade -- inventing such
items as transistors and lasers -- such as at Bell Labs.
Enjay Polymer Labs in Linden had a first class tire

testing facility that, most likely, would have detected
the flaws encountered by Firestone before it became a
national problem. All this dedication to scientific and
engineering work led to prosperity for the companies
in New Jersey and for our communities.

Well, we have prosperity now. But, in our opinion,
it seems to be coming too much from stock portfolio
hype, dot.com bauble and “mega-merger mania.”
Perhaps, our communities can benefit at this time by
shifting a little more toward the inventing and to the
doing. Ultimately, isn’t this where prosperity de-
pends? Shouldn’t we lessen our reliance on the make
believe at this time?

We certainly still have great research and develop-
ment companies in our region such as Lucent, Merck,
Novartis, AT&T, Schering Plough and Johnson &
Johnson -- to name just a few. These companies are
great citizens, and we need to seek more of the same.

We also think that science and engineering com-
prise the real meaning of technology, not the mouse
clicking of today.

The Washington Rock Girl Scout
Council has some fun activities
planned for this holiday season.

First, attention, shoppers! You can
avoid the holiday register lines and
shop when the mall is closed. On
Sunday, November 19, the Jersey
Gardens Mall will stay open from 7
to 9:30 p.m. to allow ticket holders to
shop to their hearts’ content. The
tickets will entitle you to door prizes
and special discounts. Activities for
children are also provided. Tickets to
benefit the Washington Rock Girl
Scout Council may be purchased by
contacting Vicki at (908) 232-3236
Extension No. 1221.

Then, if you still have more shop-
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Help Girl Scouts Earn Money
With Special Shopping Trips

Written by Girl Scouts for Girl Scouts

ping to do, come and join us locally at
the Learning Express in the ShopRite
shopping center in Clark for an after-
noon of shopping. On Saturday, De-
cember 9, between 12 and 5 p.m., a
portion of the sales will be donated to
Washington Rock Girl Scout Coun-
cil, so that we may fulfill a few wishes
for Girl Scouts at the same time.
Learning Express offers free gift wrap-
ping, personalization, shipping and a
VIP shopping reward program.

Washington Rock Girl Scout Coun-
cil runs quality programs for girls
between the ages of 5 and 17 and we
are always seeking volunteers who
have skills they would like to share
with girls.

CHINTZY
Sleazy, q.v., can be traced to a

fabric once made in Silesia, now
part of Poland. In today’s spot-
light is chintzy, another word de-
rived from a fabric. Both words
developed a derogatory sense.
Whatever happened to quality
control?

Chintzy is an adjective derived
from the Hindu word chins, a
cheap printed and glazed cotton
fabric imported from India. The
origin of chint(s) is a far older
Sanskrit word citra, meaning
“spotted or marked.” Also akin to
citra are cheetah, because this
member of the feline family is
spotted, and chit a statement
marked in black ink on white pa-
per with the amount due.

Chint(s) WAS a relatively low-
quality and low-priced material
from the outset. Its chintzy off-
spring came to mean “inferior,
stingy, miserly, and also gaudy.”

The moral of this etymology is:
Take extra precaution to insure the
high quality of your product, lest
the quality decline and your sales
with it.

Letters to the Editor

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail  - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail -PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person - 50 Elm St., Westfield
1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains

Submittal Formats
Photos - B/W and Color

No Panoramic or Polaroid
Typed, not handwritten
Upper and lower case

Need name & daytime phone

Who’s Behind the Removal
Of Legitimate Political Signs?

In the time-honored tradition of po-
litical campaigns in the United States, I
put Republican campaign signs on my
property. On October 19, I found a man
removing the signs. He had also re-
moved the campaign signs (mostly Re-
publican, and some Democratic, which I
had not placed) all along East Broad
Street. He said that he had been in-
structed to do so by his boss in the
Department of Public Works.

I was not able to reach the Public
Work supervisor, but did contact some-
one in the administrator’s office, who
told me that it was she who had given the
order to remove all the signs. When I
asked why, she said at various times said
that “a person,” “people,” or “a council-
man” had called in and objected to the
signs because they looked “tacky” and
“messy.” When asked, she refused to tell

me the names of any of the complain-
ants.

She also told me that there is no town
ordinance that campaign signs cannot be
placed on public or private property.

It is clearly inappropriate for any per-
son to be able just to call in to the town
and have any political campaign sign
removed that they find offensive. I am
sure all Westfielders would be surprised
and upset by this.

As a postscript, I note that when the
signs on East Broad Street were Demo-
crat Maryanne Connelly signs, they were
undisturbed. It was only after Republi-
can signs such as those for Mike Ferguson
were added that all of the signs were felt
to be “tacky” and were removed.

Patricia M. Hay
Westfield

Reader Declares
War on Squirrels

Squirrel - a rodent with long bushy
tail and strong hind legs. Haven’t we had
enough?

It appears as though the squirrel popu-
lation in Westfield and the surrounding
towns is starting to equal the number of
rats in New York. Isn’t a squirrel just a
rat with a bushy tail? It is alarming to see
the number of squirrels that have terror-
ized our community in so many ways.

I was amazed when calling Bell At-
lantic to report static on the phone line to
learn it was caused by squirrels chewing
through the lines. They are also causing
a large amount of damage to yards as
they dig holes for their nuts. Most alarm-
ing is how they totally destroyed the
pumpkins we bought for Halloween for
our two daughters. Within hours four
pumpkins were destroyed.

I used to think how sad it was to see
squirrel road kill and now I think, sweet
vengeance, that little rabid carrying rat
with a bushy tail got what he deserves.
Don’t you agree? It’s time for an open
squirrel hunt. We need to regain control
of the population before this turns into a
bad Saturday morning B movie.

Steve Topczewski
Westfield

Reader Opposes  Light
At Broad and Chestnut

I am opposed to adding another traf-
fic light on East Broad Street at the
intersection with North and South Chest-
nut. This will simply add to the traffic
along Chestnut, in particular when the
new ShopRite is built in Garwood.
People will increasingly use that as a
way to cut across Westfield, and this
will add more traffic to North and South
Chestnut, which are quiet residential
streets.

I recommend that the town imple-
ment a no left-turn policy from both
North and South Chestnut Street onto
East Broad Street. There is already a
traffic light at Euclid. Drivers should
use that point to cross East Broad Street.

I fear that, if allowed, the addition of
this traffic light is the kind of develop-
ment that incrementally lowers the qual-
ity of life in our beautiful town, and
makes it more like Summit.

Simon Lack
Westfield

Council Should Stick With Permit Fee
Hikes As Planned; Put Deck on Ballot
I attended the August 30 meeting of

the Westfield Town Council and heard
their support for a parking deck that is
funded entirely by the use of Westfield
parking. The Mayor and Council enthu-
siastically embraced a comprehensive
plan which raises parking rates town-
wide so that no tax increase is needed to
pay for the deck.

Imagine my dismay on reading in
your newspaper that the Council agreed
to scale back the plan’s commuter park-

ing fees to a level that may require a
“small infusion’’ of tax revenue into
future municipal budgets to offset pro-
jected deficits for the operation of a
parking deck.

The Chamber of Commerce, in a let-
ter to the editor published October 19,
offered to work with the Council “in any
way possible to make the development
of the comprehensive parking plan suc-
cessful for the downtown business dis-
trict and the Westfield community.”

A measure of success is realizing the
original plan’s goal to not take tax rev-
enues to pay for the deck. The Chamber
of Commerce should encourage the
Council to give the original plan a chance
to work.

Before spending taxpayer dollars the
Council should do what is responsible
and hold a public referendum to deter-
mine the priority of a parking deck in the
list of publicly-funded projects. A refer-
endum provides the perspective the
Mayor and Council require before com-
mitting tax revenue for a risky and con-
troversial parking deck project that pri-
marily benefits the business district, es-
pecially at a time when the public high
school and the ball fields and parks
require expensive renovation.

Robert Nehring
Westfield

Deadly Terrorist Attack on USS Cole
Has Raised Troubling Questions

We know now that the terrorist threat
in Aden was taken seriously enough that
our embassy there was closed only days
before the attack on the Cole. Then why
was the Cole permitted to enter the inner
harbor there for refueling in the face of
the same threat?

Are the lives of American sailors on a
non-combat mission considered less
valuable than those of civilian State
Department employees? The Clinton-
Gore administration apparently consid-
ered it important to have U.S. Navy
ships refuel in Aden, thus showing con-
fidence in Yemeni President All
Abdullah Saleh. As reported on October
14 by The New York Times, “The Ameri-
can hope was that the plan would help
Mr. Saleh in his effort to lead Yemen
away from its reputation as an often
violent, anti-Western, former Soviet sat-
ellite state, in favor of warm ties with the
United States.”

Good grief! Have we witnessed yet
another application of Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright’s guiding principle

with respect to U.S. military forces, “Why
do we pay them if we don’t use them?”
Is it yet another example of Secretary of
Defense Bill Cohen’s apparent greater
concern with luxurious personal travel
accommodations at taxpayer expense
than with the lives of military personnel
for whom he is ultimately responsible?

Although they will surely find some-
one at a less exalted level than them-
selves to blame, are President Bill Clinton
and Vice President Al Gore completely
clueless about prudent dispatch of mili-
tary forces? Has political correctness
become so much a requirement for pro-
motion to senior military positions that
even members of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff are no longer willing to risk telling
their civilian political leadership what it
needs to know, as opposed to what they
think it may prefer to hear?

We need some answers and we need
them in a hurry.

Robert B. Ardis
Mountainside

Crossway Place
 NJ Transit, Westfield,
And an ‘Old School’
Motto of the Week

I liked the second grade. I think the
reason was the teacher. Mrs. Popper
was “old school” by today’s standards,
but she was sure some teacher. One of
Mrs. Popper’s favorite teaching tools
was the “Motto of the Week.” There on
the blackboard was a saying, and it
stayed there all week, changed some-
time after Friday and before the first
bell on Monday.

One of my favorites was, “There are
gold ships, there are silver ships, but the
best ship is friendship.” I have tried to
teach this to my kids, but their eyes
glaze over and they just sort of mumble
something unintelligible. I guess I am
not as good as teacher as Mrs. Popper.

Anyway, I remember one of the other
“mottoes.” It went, “Those who travel
with bye and bye soon come to the land
of nowhere.” It came to mind last week
when I read the editorial concerning the
(lack of) completion of Crossway Place.
When Mrs. Popper put this little ditty
on the board, I just did not get it. So,
after the school day ended, I asked Mrs.
Popper what it meant.

“Why, Richard, it is quite apparent. If
you do not finish a job, or put off a job
long enough, you will never finish the
job, never complete an important job.
Then people will say you are lazy and
not very responsible. That, Richard, is
surely ‘nowhere,’ don’t you think?” Mrs.
Popper asked. I thought about it awhile
and said, “I guess so.”

How about it, Westfield? How about
it, NJ Transit? Is not “nowhere” an
awfully lonely place?

Richard W. Bennett
Westfield


