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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment
WITH KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Take the Stage

Amy Lane Watson and John Dowgin practice a
scene for Westfield Community Players’ The Last
Night of Ballyhoo.

Where to Get
Spooked:

Westfield
Haunted House: Westfield Rec-
reation Commission will spon-

sor a Haunted House on
Tuesday, October 31, from
5-9 p.m. at Memorial Pool.
Admission is $1 per per-
son. Children under 5 are

admitted for free.
(908) 789-4080.

Parade: The
Westfield Y’s
Men’s Club will
host its 40th An-
nual Halloween
Parade and Cos-
tume Contest on
Sunday, Octo-
ber 29, begin-
ning at 12:45

p.m. at the Elm Street
Field in Westfield. (908) 232-2700.

Costume Contest: Williams
Nursery at 524 Springfield Avenue
in Westfield will have its ninth
annual Halloween Costume Con-
test on Saturday October 29th at 1
p.m. There will be three age cat-
egories: 5 years & under, 6-12
years, and adults (age disclosure
not required). First place winners
for both the 5 and under,  and the
6-12  year olds is $50 cash and
second place will be awarded  $25
cash. Third place prize is a beanie
baby. First Place prize for the adults
will be a $50 nursery gift certifi-
cate, and second place will be
awarded a $25 gift certificate. (908)
232-4076.

Party, Parade and Costume
Contest: Dr. Philip Geron of
Westfield Oral Surgery, 230 Lenox
Avenue, Westfield will treat trick
or treaters to a free Halloween
party and costume contest on Tues-
day, October 31, from 12-1 p.m.
Pictures and treats will be fea-
tured. The three best costumes
will win a great gift basket with a
Beanie Baby and yummy treats.
Winners will be notified by 5 p.m.
and will have their picture taken
with Dr. Geron. Refreshments will
be provided for all adults. A super
costume parade is also planned.

Scotch Plains
Parade: The Annual Halloween

Parade from the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building will form at 6 p.m.
on October 31 with costumed par-
ticipants marching to the Park
Middle School Auditorium accom-
panied by the Scotch Plains Police
and Fire Department personnel.
Candy treats will be provided by
the township’s Recreation Com-
mission. Pumpkins will be do-
nated by the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness & Professional Association.

Fanwood
Pumpkin Painting: The

Chelsea at Fanwood Assisted Liv-
ing Residence will welcome chil-
dren on Monday, October 30, at
3:30 p.m. to paint pumpkins. (908)
654-5200.

Trick or Treating: From 2:30 to
4:30 p.m. on Haloween, October
31, at The Chelsea at Fanwood.
Special holiday activities are
planned.

Director  Joe Vierno Makes Ballyhoo
First-Rate at Community Players

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For the first of-
fering of their 2000-2001 season,
Westfield Community Players,
(WCP) is staging the delightfully
warm and thought-provoking
drama, The Last Night of Ballyhoo.

This wonderful piece, written
by Alfred Uhry, won the 1997
Tony Award for best play. Mr.
Uhry, a moderately successful lyri-
cist, achieved worldwide recogni-
tion for his first play, Driving Miss
Daisy. “Daisy” went on to win the
1988 Pulitzer Prize award for best
drama, and the sub-
sequent film version
of the play earned
Mr. Uhry an Oscar.

Few playwrights
can say that they have
earned a Tony Award,
an Oscar and a
Pulitzer Prize for their
work, but it is easy to
understand why
Alfred Uhry has been
the recipient of these
honors. His writing is
simply flawless, and
the production of The
Last Night of Bally-
hoo at WCP would
make him proud.

Set in Atlanta, Ga.
in 1939, Ballyhoo
tells the tale of two
Jewish families, the
Freitag’s and the
Levy’s, home to-
gether to celebrate
the holidays and the
upcoming social
dance, “Ballyhoo.”
The film, Gone with
the Wind is having its
premiere, and unmar-
ried, dreamy Lala Levy
wants to be Scarlett
O’Hara. Her lovely
and educated cousin, Sunny Freitag,
arrives home and unwittingly steals
the attention away from Lala.

A would-be suitor for Lala, Joe
Farkas, the Brooklyn native and
assistant to her uncle, is smitten
with the enchanting Sunny, leav-
ing Lala without a date to Bally-
hoo. Lala and her mother, Boo
Levy, must scramble to find Lala a
suitable escort to the event.

Beneath these seemingly insig-
nificant affairs, is the invasion of
Poland by Hitler, and religious
tension quietly simmers below the
merry façade. The combined
Freitag and Levy family is one of
only two Jewish families that live
in this affluent neighborhood, and
underlying prejudice silently af-
fects every move they make.

Without trying to teach the audi-
ence a lesson by banging it over their
heads, WCP offers an intelligent look
at these issues and an intimate look
at these lovable characters. Expertly
directed by Joe Vierno, the cast is
professional and understated. This is
a remarkable production.

All cast members were right on
the mark, particularly John P.
Dowgin, as Joe Farkas. Mr. Dowgin
is a classy, elegant actor, who
expertly handles both the comedy
and the drama in his leading role.
He is completely focused, charm-
ing and real in his portrayal of Joe,
who is the only character who
truly accepts who he is. This is a
polished and skilled performance,
the kind that all actors should
strive for. Bravo.

As Sunny Freitag, the young
lady that wins his heart, Amy Lane
Watson is fabulous. Ms. Watson
also offers a fine, subtle perfor-
mance that is extremely powerful.
She is strong without being ag-
gressive, intelligent without being
condescending. Ms. Watson is a
terrific actress. Great work.

Carolyn Slesinski is heartbreak-
ing as the whimsical Lala. Ms.
Slesinkski captures all the elements
of the insecure and needy Lala,
without making the character an-
noying. This is a feat, as Lala could

easily be played as a whiny, spoiled
brat. Ms. Slesinski makes the audi-
ence sympathize with Lala. Though
at times you want to smack her,
this is in the writing, and Lala still
wins your heart. Great job.

Jon Heron is terrific as Adolph
Freitag, the uncle who works des-
perately to keep his family provided
for. Mr. Heron is witty and dry as
Adolph, who rules his roost from his
chair in the living room. With expert
comic timing, Mr. Heron has some
of the best moments in the show.
This is a fine performance.

Sandra Rudnitsky is perfect as
Boo Levy, Lala’s disillusioned
mother. Boo wants her daughter to
have everything that she lacked in
her own life, and Ms. Rudnitsky is
poignant and true. The anger that
the character experiences clearly
stems from fear, and Ms. Rudnitsky
agilely handles this multi-dimen-
sional role. This is lovely work.

Sharon Thomas Saks is brilliant in
the role of Reba Freitag, Boo’s sister-
in-law and Sunny’s mom. With a
role that could easily be played like
Blanche DuBois, Ms. Saks leaves
the Pollyannaism at the door. Reba
is lighthearted, true, but Ms. Saks
has strength and virtue. This is a
wonderful performance.

Rounding out the cast nicely is
John Michael Lorenzo in the role
of Peachy Weil, the young gentle-
man who finally agrees to take Lala
to Ballyhoo. The role of Peachy is
hardly likable, he is arrogant and
biased, but Mr. Lorenzo makes you

�The Vampire Waltz�
Author, Thomas Staab,
Plans Book Store Visit
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store of Westfield will host a spe-
cial author appearance Saturday,
October 28, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
with Thomas Staab, the author of
the thriller “The Vampire Waltz.”

Autographed copies may be re-
served for those who cannot at-
tend. For more information, please
call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535.

Music Box
A Review of Local Concerts

David Palladino�s

Dispassionate Performance
By NJSO Given at NJPAC

Haunted House Kits, Lecture Raise
Funds for Addams Scholarship
By MORTICIA ADDAMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Authority on all
things Charles Addams, Ronald C.
MacCloskey, proudly reported to
The Westfield Leader
and The Times of
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that $400
in funds have been
acquired to supple-
ment the Charles
Addams Scholarship
fund.

The scholarship,
which helps to keep
the creativity and im-
portance of Addams
the legendary
Westfield cartoonist,
is distributed to a
qualified Westfield
High School student
through the
Westfield Founda-
tion.

Betsy Chance of the Westfield
Foundation told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that she admires

Mr. MacCloskey’s enthusiasm for
the Charles Addams scholarship
and his support of students who
are interested in the arts.

A c c o r d -
ing to Mr.
MacCloskey,
$300 was re-
c e i v e d
when he
lectured to
the Amity
Club of
We s t f i e l d
a b o u t
Addams at a
luncheon at
t h e
Chanticler
Chanticler
in Warren
on October
11.

Ano the r
$100 was
d e r i v e d

from the sales of Addams-inspired
haunted house kits sold for $20
each by the real estate offices of
Burgdorff ERA, Coldwell Banker,
Weichert and Century 21 in
Westfield. The kit, which is manu-
factured by Playing Mantis Toys
and is adapted from the cartoonist’s
boyhood home on Elm Street, will
be available through the end of
November.

The $20 cost for the mansion kit
is tax deductible.

Mr. MacCloskey also revealed
that renowned artist LeRoy Neiman
has sketched a brilliant portrait of
the late Addams, a true testament
to the inspiring and always-fasci-
nating cartoonist who touched our
lives with his eerie characters.

Addams’ portrait by LeRoy Neiman

see the insecurity that drives the
character. Ultimately, you accept him.
Well done.

Again, the entire cast is stellar,
and the direction is artistic and
clever.

I hope that WCP will utilize the
talent of Mr. Vierno again. This
production rivals any professional
company I have seen.

If you arrive early enough, you
will also be treated to a swing-
dance team.

Julie Gale and Rob Pope handily
“jump and jive” the performance
off to a winning start. All in all, this
is a fantastic evening of theater. Do
not miss it.

The Last Night of Ballyhoo con-
tinues its run at WCP, October 27,
28, and November 3 and 4 at 8 p.m.

By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK — Gerard Schwarz
took the helm of the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra (NJSO) at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark this past Sun-
day with his arrangement of
Debussy’s Orchestral Interludes
from Pelleas et Melisande, the
Shostakovich “October” Symphonic
Poem in C minor and the once
formidable Brahms Symphony No.
2 in D major.

Schwarz has been music director
of the Mostly Mozart Festival since
1982, the Seattle Symphony since
1985 and the New York Chamber
Symphony since 1976. Schwarz has
also appeared as guest conductor
with major orchestras throughout
the world.

This particular Sunday concert
offered by the NJSO was a bit of a
mixed bag. While the performance
was solid, the orchestra did not live
up to their potential on several lev-
els. It is surprising that a conductor
with the reputation of Schwarz could
not produce better results.

Firstly, the performance was too
laid back. This was fine for perhaps
the Gerard Schwarz arrangement
of Debussy; typical French impres-
sionistic music that is sometimes
known for, well, causing entire
audiences to slowly but most assur-
edly slipping into self-induced co-

mas.
However, the orchestra did not

play with nearly half the aggressive
edge needed for the Shostakovich,
and certainly not for the Brahms.
Specifically, the upper strings, out-
side of the principals in their sec-
tions, and sometimes the cellos and
violas generally lacked the vigor
and enthusiasm to carry the two
heavyweight pieces through con-
vincingly. Additionally, the violins
produced several poorly intonated
passages.

In direct contrast to the NJSO upper
string section was that of the
Philharmonie of the Nations, most of
whom in their mid-20s, who are cur-
rently touring under Maestro Gerhardt
Frantz. They performed a beautiful
repertoire this past weekend at the
State Theatre in New Brunswick and
at the Morristown Theater. This or-
chestra created for the youth of every
country of Europe by the great Leonard
Bernstein, played like Lions.

Their tone, accuracy, strength, en-
thusiasm and clear love affair for the
music they were interpreting, should
be the very models for every musician
within eyeshot of this article.

On the other hand, and herein lies
one of the great contradictions of the
NJSO, several sections are consis-
tently excellent. The Valkyrie sec-
tion, or rather, the French horn sec-
tion produce the excellence that the
overall orchestra should be produc-
ing. The section lead by a prima
Principal hornist Lucinda-Lewis is
highly aggressive, powerful and vig-
orous as well as smooth and refined
depending upon the musical mood.

Flute section principal Bart Feller
and section are also excellent. Feller
offered several picture perfect solo
segments in both the Russian and
German pieces. Also consistently
excellent is rest of the brass section,
trumpets and trombones, who are
also however, placed somewhat at a
disadvantage on the flat floor of the
Siberian hinterland section of the
stage (the rear acoustical arch and
gaps needs to be closed and the
whole orchestra brought forward
into the hall.)

Thus, excellent sections are be-
ing held back for various reasons.
Such are the current liabilities of
the sound being produced by the
New Jersey Symphony.

Cellos playing in the lower regis-
ters as well as string basses cannot be
clearly heard because of the previ-
ously mentioned design flaws of the
acoustic shell. Tuba player Pasquale
Landolfi, who is also excellent, might
as well be playing off stage — the
shell absorbs and disperses his sound
in every direction but towards the
audience. He cannot be clearly heard.
Thus a loss in the underpinning bass
support for the orchestra is severely
compromised in NJPAC.

Lastly, the Brahms Second Sym-
phony receives a (B-) at best: only
entering into the “B/good” category
from the handling of the important
final two thirds of the Fourth move-
ment, which was well played some-
how with re-invigorated life. The
power ending may have fooled the
uninitiated but certainly did not make
up for the infelicities of the earlier
movements.

Sure it was a Sunday afternoon,
but really.

“Wrong notes are of little conse-
quence, but to play without pas-
sion is inexcusable.” - Beethoven.

Craftspersons Needed
At CSH for Fall Sale

MOUNTAINSIDE – Craftspersons
are needed to sell their works during
Children Specialized Hospital’s (CSH)
Annual Fall Craft Sale on Thursday,
November 2, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at the Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside.

For more information and vendor
pre-registration for space, please call
Karen Kenderdine at (908) 233-3720,
Extension No. 5393. The deadline for
registration is Monday, October 30.

Auditions Scheduled
For Musical Club

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will hold its first audi-
tions of the season on Wednes-
day, November 1, at 10:45 a.m. at
1168 Prospect Street in Westfield
for active membership.

Persons wishing to audition
should be prepared to perform
two memorized selections from
varying periods, such as Baroque,
Classical, Romantic and 20th Cen-
tury.

For more information or to
schedule an appointment, please
call (908) 232-2173.

Arts & Entertainment
Editor:

michelle@goleader.com

NEW JERSEY�S OLDEST
COMMUNITY THEATER

The Cranford Dramatic Club Proudly Presents...

Free, lighted, on-site parking

Box Office (908) 276-7611
Mastercard and Visa accepted

Fri, October 27 & Sat, October 28 • 8:00 pm
Reserved seating tickets only $15.00
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A musical based upon the Gospel According to St. Matthew
Music and new lyrics by Stephen Schwartz
For By My Side, lyrics by Jay Hamburger

Music By Peggy Gordon

“A Celebration of Peace and Love
in Rousing Song and Dance.”

Godspell
Don’t Have Time To Cook?

I know how difficult it can be after a long day
at work, to come home and cook a healthy
home made dinner for your family...

SO WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?

�SOUPS
   PLUS� by Phyllis

WEEKLY... I prepare a hearty, healthy, homemade soup
full of fresh things to eat. This is delivered to your
home, place of business or available for pick-up.

WEDNESDAY “SPECIALS” are entrees
offered each month

MONTHLY menu will be sent. Call or email.
We’ll do the rest!

SOUP
QT. 2 QTS.

$8.50 $16.00

CATERING AVAILABLE FOR UP TO 50 PEOPLE

�SOUPS
   PLUS� by Phyllis

31 Montrose Avenue
Fanwood, NJ  07023

908-889-1806
E-mail - yak67@hotmail.com


