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www.westfieldnj.com

Offer Expires 10-31-00

Call Today!
908.654.4100

or
1.800.730.1234

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set
FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

Visit Our Website
www.cellsig.com

Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your Cellular Accessory Needs.

�WE WILL MEET OR BEAT
ALL OF OUR COMPETITOR�S PRICES!�

$5000 NOKIA REBATE
ON THE PURCHASE OF 8260 NOKIA DIGITAL MULTI-NETWORK PHONE

500 NIGHT & WEEKEND MINUTES AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR
12 Months on Either AT&T Digital or Regional Advantage Plans

REGIONAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANS

OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/00

$29.99 $39.99 $49.99
Incl. Min. 620 700 900
Peak 120 200 400
Off Peak 500 500 500

$69.99 $99.99 $149.99
Incl. Min. 1,100 1,500 2,100
Peak 600 1,000 1,600
Off Peak 500 500 500

Call Anywhere in the U.S. with
NO Roaming or Long Distance Charges

Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30
All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new

activation  of service on select plans. Terms and conditions apply. See store for details

DIGITAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANSNEW!

$29.99 $39.99 $49.99 $59.99
Incl. Min. 750 1,750 1,900 2,100
Peak 250 250 400 600
Off Peak 500 1,500 1,500 1,500

$79.99 $109.99 $159.99 $209.99
Incl. Min. 2,300 2,700 3,500 4,500
Peak 800 1,200 2,000 3,000
Off Peak 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

132 East Broad St � Westfield

908-789-5302

Mail in and Receive a $50 rebate ATM card with purchase of Nokia 8260.

Union County Dems Focus on Record
Of Tax Cuts and New Programs

A NEW AND IMPROVED KRAMER PARK...Union County Freeholder Vice
Chairman Alexander Mirabella joined Mayor Martin L. Marks and members
of the Scotch Plains Township Council and Recreation Commission for a
ribbon-cutting ceremony officially opening the new an improved Kramer
Manor Park. Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholder Mirabella, holding his
daughter, Micalya; Mayor Marks, Council members Frank Rossi, Geri M.
Samuel and William F. McClintock, Jr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — For Union
County Democrats on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders, this year’s elec-
tion is about continuing to build on
their progress on education, infra-
structure and reducing the county’s
dependence on property taxes.

During a meeting in the offices of
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Freehold-
ers Al Mirabella and Chester Holmes,
along with County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, spoke of the progress they
have made as incumbents the past
few years. Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, also on the Democratic
ticket, was unable to attend due to
illness.

The Democratic Freeholders will
face Republicans Wally K. Shackell,
Jr., Al Dill and Esther D. Malcolm-
Guzman in the Tuesday, November 7
General Election. Ms. Rajoppi will
be opposed by Eric Urbano.

Citing the past four years when the
board cut the county tax levy three
times and stabilized the rate this
year, Freeholder Mirabella said he
and his running mates are interested
in continuing “to do our part to make
it (tax levy) affordable and as stabi-
lized as possible.”

“The other thing I think we want to
do is look for more opportunities for
education,” he said, such as the Free-
holder Scholarship Program for
county residents who attend Union
County College and the Senior Schol-
arship which enables senior citizens
to go back to school. The programs
were initiated the past two years by
the board.

He said the board also will focus
on securing the county’s recreation
and park land, noting that passage of
the ballot question to set an open
space trust fund will go a long way in

this regard. The Freeholder explained
that the fund would enable the county
to secure open space while further
developing the county’s parks and
recreational programs.

On the issue of parks, Freeholder
Mirabella noted the county board
“started the ball rolling” by dredging
Surprise Lake in the Watchung Res-
ervation, a project that was talked
about and budgeted for but never
advanced beyond the talking stage in
previous years.

The Democrats noted that the
county has developed a long-range
master plan to upgrade and maintain
all of the county’s parks.

Looking at the concept of devel-
oping private partnerships to reduce
the tax burden, as advocated by Re-
publicans, Mr. Mirabella said the
board created a committee of resi-
dents from around the county to look
at the concept of sharing services at
the county and municipal levels of
government in an effort to save
money.

“So I think there is an opportunity
for shared services. I don’t think it is
drastic, as our opponents would paint,
as far as a tremendous duplication of
services,” Freeholder Mirabella
stated.

Speaking of reducing the burden
on municipal government, he noted
that the county has started a prisoner
transport program within the Sheriff’s
Office. The program has freed up
municipal police departments to be
on the streets.

“We are all looking at ways to
control the budget and keep costs
down,” said Freeholder Mirabella,
last year’s Finance Committee Chair-
man and the board’s Vice Chairman
this year, noting the freeholders rou-
tinely meet with department heads
and constitutional officers.

“They (Republicans) seem to think

that it was a bad thing that we had
such large amounts of state aid and
federal aid and grants,” said Free-
holder Mirabella. “I think it is to our
credit that we have been able to
secure these grants and federal aid to
the point where less than half of our
($300 million-plus) budget is raised
through the taxpayer for the first
time in decades,” Mr. Mirabella con-
tinued.

GOP candidates have also attacked
Democrats for depending too much
on the county surplus to stabilize the
$151 million tax levy.

“We are in a position of tremen-
dous economic times, where we have
developed a surplus that we can give
back to the communities (through
new county programs),” Freeholder
Mirabella stated. The county has
anticipated using $26.3 million in
this year’s budget to offset taxes.

Freeholder Holmes said shared
services enables the county to have a
“close working relationship” with
towns and the League of Municipali-
ties.

Mr. Holmes, a retired police de-
tective and City Councilman from
Rahway, is most interested in the
county’s infrastructure, including
Echo Lake Park.

“We are going to do a lot with the
New Jersey Transportation Associa-
tion to bring more money into the
county to keep our infrastructure
(roads and bridges) strong,” he said,
observing this money originated at
the federal level and is passed down
to states.

The Democratic slate has also cited
its efforts at expanding services while
streamlining operations at Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights. Mr. Mirabella said the board
is looking at developing a psychiat-
ric wing at Runnells, a move which
he said will bring another revenue

source into the hospital.
A plan for privatization of the hos-

pital, pushed by Republican candi-
dates in 1997, would cause an esca-
lation of expenditures for residents.

Mr. Mirabella also said the free-
holders “stepped up to the plate” by
providing the necessary road infra-
structure to ensure the Jersey Gar-
dens Mall in Elizabeth, the state’s
largest outlet shopping center, was
completed. He said the mall has
brought 5,000 new jobs to the county.

In addition, he cited the Down-
town Union County grant which pro-
vided funds to towns to improve
their business districts.

In the Clerk’s race, Ms. Rajoppi
cited her five years in the Clerk’s
Office and 12 years as the county’s
Registrar of Deeds and Mortgages.
Both operations were merged during
her tenure as Clerk. Her office pro-
duces annual revenue of around $10.2
million.

“The county Clerk is such as di-
verse job,” she said. Operations range
from tabulating and certifying vot-
ing results to recording land sales to
logging business transactions.

She favors cross training of the
Clerk’s offices to help in all facets of
the operation. Ms. Rajoppi also noted
that computer operations have been
upgraded.

Ms. Rajoppi said her office is also
working to design a system for on-
line records. She said that could oc-
cur within a few months. The biggest
area that needed to be addressed was
developing a computer software “fire
wall” to secure records from fraudu-
lent acts.

She helped develop a prototype to
handle recording of land sales in the
county Clerk’s offices some 15 years
ago. The system is leading the way as
the county prepares to initiate elec-
tronic signatures and transactions via
the Internet. The county is also look-
ing to develop an imaging system.

Her office has developed a photo-
graph service for Passports and IDs
for teenagers needing working pa-
pers and for volunteer emergency
personnel.

Renovated Fields Open
At Kramer Park in Town

SCOTCH PLAINS —  Union
County Freeholder Vice Chairman
Alexander Mirabella recently vis-
ited Kramer Manor Park in Scotch
Plains to meet with Township offi-
cials and catch the ceremonial ball
opening the renovated baseball and
soccer fields funded in part by the
County’s Pocket Park Program.

Mr. Mirabella said the Freeholder
Board is committed to providing
funding to preserve open space and
maintain existing parkland in each
municipality.

“We realize the importance parks
play in enhancing the quality of life
for our residents. County Pocket Park
grants are available to all municipali-
ties to help provide open space for our
citizens to enjoy,” Mirabella said.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel P. Sullivan said, “We
must make the needs of our youngest
citizens a priority. They need safe,
clean, fun places to play. The County
is providing incentives for munici-

palities to upgrade local parks and
make them ADA (Americans With
Disabilities Act) compliant.”

Upgrades to Kramer Manor Park,
located on Evelyn Street in Scotch
Plains, cost close to a quarter of a
million dollars, $87,000 of which
came from County Pocket Park
money.

Improvements include leveling the
playing fields, moving modular play-
ground equipment, installing fenc-
ing, improving drainage on the fields
and paving a special path around the
park for in-line skaters, skate-board-
ers and bikers.

“We are very fortunate that pocket
park funding from the Freeholders
helped kick-off the upgrades needed
in this park. Also, Scotch Plains resi-
dents are very supportive of the Rec-
reation Commission and our plans to
make the parks in town better places
for our families to enjoy,” said Ed
Zazzali, Chairman of the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission.
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