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Boo! Shriek!

Happy Halloween!

ANZELONE, WALLDEN WIN; LADY DEVILS TAKE 6TH-STRAIGHT WC TITLE

Lady Blue Devil ‘Pac’, Raider Boys Grab
Watchung Conference XC Crowns

By Q. T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bob Wallden led a band of charged
up Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys and Alexis Anzelone
led the Westfield Lady “Pac” to
their respective Watchung Confer-
ence National Division cross coun-
try titles at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 20. Wallden took
top honors with a time of 16:33 and
Anzelone crossed first in her race
with a time of 19:55.

“Lexie’s job was to run aggres-
sively,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Tom Hornish. “For us to achieve our
ultimate goals for the sectionals and
the Meet of Champions we need her
to mix it with the top girls. She did
that this time.”

The Raider boys outran rival Cran-
ford 23-35 and the Westfield boys
finished third at 73. By virtue of their
10-0 dual meet record, the Raiders
became the 2000 Watchung Confer-
ence cross-country champions.

The Blue Devil girls, ranked sev-
enth in New Jersey, made it six-in-a-
row in conference championships,
with a 17-point total, and had six of
the nine top times. Cranford was
second at 56 and the Raider girls
finished third with a total of 62.

Cougar Frank Dabrosky finished
second in 16:51 followed by three
Raiders, Andrew Elko at 16:57,
Mike Dixon at 17:03 and Zack
McGuire at 17:05. Blue Devil Matt
Borchin finished eighth in 17:16

and Raider Gregg Beelitz rounded
off the top-10 with a time of 17:28.
Raider Matt Schimming finished
in 17:39 and Peter Bassman crossed
in 17:56.

“This was one of the best team
races we have ever run,” commented
Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel.
“With the exception of Schimming,
who suffered from severe cramps
during the race, all of our varsity
runners set personal best times. This
was Elko’s first time under 17:00,

Devil Gymnasts Leap to 10-0;
Out-Flip Vikings, 106-100.35

OSLISLO, MASTERSON, ZACK, DOLANSKY, MONROY GLOW

Blue Devil V’ballers Stagger
No. 7 Vikings in 3 Games

By Q. T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Intensity! Determination! The battle
of intensity and determination was
won by the 18th-ranked Westfield
High School girls volleyball team
over seventh-ranked Union Catholic
in a three game battle in Westfield on
October 20. The Blue Devils jumped
out first and won game one, 15-9, then
the Vikings regrouped to win game
two convincingly, 15-3; however the
Blue Devils outlasted the Vikings to
win game three, 15-12.

Heroic performances were abun-
dant on both sides of the net and the
quality of play was at the highest
level. Patty Oslislo with 11 kills and
Kelly Masterson with seven kills and
10 service points headed the Blue
Devils. Deena Zack, who had 10 kills,
seven service points with three aces
and five digs, and teammates Linda
Dolansky with 10 kills and two blocks
and Jen Monroy with 11 kills and five
blocks headed the Vikings.

However, there were several more
outstanding performances. Blue
Devil Breigh Ann Menza had 15
assists and seven service points, Jill
Woodbury had eight service points
and Laura Avdey had four blocks and
three kills. Lisa Venezia made sev-
eral great digs as did Nicole DiFabio
and Casey Benson. Viking Rachel
Seamon had 14 service points, in-
cluding a run of seven in game two.

This brilliant match-up could pos-
sibly be a prelude to the Union County

Championships since the Vikings
received the top seed and the Blue
Devils were seeded second.

“We had played them in the
Livingston Tournament and won 15-
2 and this won’t be the last time we
will see them,” said Viking Head
Coach Nancy Saggio. “We need to
serve harder. We need to keep the
balls off the net and we need to

defend going down the line. Once we
got a block up, we took away cross
court and weren’t defending the line
well at all. We never really got into a
good rhythm.”

The Blue Devils jumped quickly
to a 13-3 lead in game one but the
Vikings edged their way back. With
service points from Zack and Jackie

COUSAR GRABS 62 YD TD, FRESH‘H20’ GETS 78 YD TD

Raiders’ Ground, Air Attack
Clips Kardinals’ Wings, 26-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Leadership and talent can make a
team successful. But another asset is
depth. All three of these aspects were
present when the Westfield High
School gymnastics team defeated a
strong Union Catholic squad, 106-
100.35, while a team from Elizabeth
totaled 46.15 in Westfield on Octo-
ber 19. Jessica and Lauren Caravello
displayed their talent in every event
and shared top-honors in the all-
around with identical totals of 36.4
and Christina Massa demonstrated
her leadership with an impressive
routine in the floor exercises.

Last week, the Blue Devils set a
Westfield High School record with a
team total of 109.25 against Old
Bridge. Sometime there is fear of a
letdown. “The girls were pumped,”
explained Blue Devil Head Coach
Melissa Greenwald. “We knew that
we would have to work hard against

Union Catholic. They did and we
pulled some high scores.”

The Vikings got their highest scores
from Valerie Mitchell, who finished
third in the all-around with a 33.85.
Valerie tied for third in the vault with
Massa at 8.7 and also placed third on
the beam and unevens with identical
scores of 8.45.

Jessica placed first on the floor and
the balance beam with respective
scores of 9.45 and 9.0 and second on
the uneven bars and the vault with
respective scores of 8.95 and 9.0.
Lauren placed first on the vault and
the bars with respective marks of 9.3
and 9.05 and took second on the floor
and the beam with respective marks
of 9.3 and 8.75.

Jessica had a spectacular mount on
the beam. Using the springboard, she
performed a front flip to a seated
position mount – one leg pointed
forward. Then she proceeded with
several leaps and twists, displaying

plenty of amplitude and her magnifi-
cent flexibility. Although just miss-
ing a very difficult hitch-kick side
aerial, she won the event with a score
of 9.0.

“It’s called a suicide mount,” ex-
plained Lauren. “Today was the first
time I used it.”

“You missed it. She hit the side
aerial last week,” pointed out
Greenwald of Jessica’s beam rou-
tine. “The routine she had today was
beautiful. Before the meet, she wasn’t
sure she would stick her suicide
mount but I said you are going to
stick it.”

Jessica began her floor routine with
a series of complex twisting and
flexibility movements but the finale
of her first run was amazing as she
suspended herself in the atmosphere
while performing a full-twisting som-
ersault. Not finished, she added two
aerials, a soaring layout split-leg back

By Q. T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Versatility, once again, dictated
policy for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football team’s offense
when the Raiders shutout Kearny, 26-
0, in Scotch Plains on October 21. And
this time another offensive star emerged
to join senior halfback Clifton Fresh-
water, who rushed for 178 yards and
two touchdowns on 16 carries.

Senior fullback Gary Cousar usu-
ally does not get the opportunity to
share the fame in the newspapers
because his major job on offense is to
block. But this time, he carried seven
times for 49 yards with a five-yard
touchdown, then added a 62-yard
TD reception in the third quarter.
Two weeks ago, Cousar had two long
TD receptions against Linden called
back because of penalties

“I felt horrible when those two
touchdown passes were called back,”
said Cousar. “But now I feel good”

Cousar credited the offensive line
and quarterback Brian Schiller’s fine
passing. Schiller finished with six
completions in 10 attempts for 99
yards and also carried four times for
13 yards.

Describing his 62-yard TD recep-
tion, Cousar explained, “On that play,
I lined up just off the line and the
linebacker usually blitzes. So I slipped

out in the open and Schiller found me.”
“Gary is a great player. He plays

defense very well for us, and on
offense, he doesn’t get many carries
but we do throw the ball to him quite
a bit, he gets a few carries and we
expect him to block,” said Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “And,
he does it every week for us. He has
been effective because, usually, he’s

blocking and they (opponents) for-
get about him. Fullbacks on offense
are forgotten a lot of times.”

The Raiders scored on their first
drive when Cousar bashed in from
the five with 5:25 left in the first
quarter. The PAT failed. Then in the
second quarter, Freshwater blazed
with a 78-yard TD. The PAT failed
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MCKEON SNAGS 8 YD TD, 71 YD TD PASS FROM ‘MAC’

Westfield and Mroz Harness
Blue Knight Gridders, 14-12

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

He’s one of the smallest guys on
the field, but Mike Mroz sure has a
way of making his presence felt.

The 5-foot-9, 170-pound senior
co-captain made a bunch of big plays
Saturday and helped the Westfield
High School football team escape
Gary Kehler Stadium with a closer-
than-it-sounds 14-12 victory over
Irvington.

The Blue Knights entered the game
with just a 2-4 record, having been
beaten soundly by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood a week earlier. The Blue
Devils came out like they’d read all
the newspaper articles about that

game and figured they would have an
easy time.

Hardly!
Irvington took the opening kickoff

and drove right down the field –
using Raphael Kirk and Andrei
Francis to do the bulk of the work.
Kirk’s one-yard run capped the drive
(he picked up 36 of the 57 total
yards), but the critical PAT kick was
wide.

Westfield’s offense was sluggish
most of the day, but field position
would be critical – and with Jay
Cook’s booming punts and Mroz’s
gutsy returns, Westfield would win
that war.

Cook boomed a 70-yard punt – the

longest by a Blue Devil in years –
that put Irvington deep in its terri-
tory. When the defense – led by
inside backers David King and Matt
Andzell (19 tackles apiece!) – forced
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
TD ON THE CORNER OF THE END ZONE…Blue Devil Jim McKeon catches
an eight-yard TD pass from Ryan MacDonald in the first quarter against
Irvington.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
OUT-FLYING A KEARNY KARDINAL…Raider Gary Cousar, No. 5, catches
a pass from Brian Schiller and flies 62 yards for a touchdown.

Q. T. Raven for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
AN UPSIDE DOWN WORLD…Blue Devil Jessica Caravello performs a split-
leg back somersault in her floor exercise routine as Sarah Burke observes.

Brian Johnson for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
IN QUEST OF THE WATCHUNG CHAMPIONSHIP… The Westfield boys, left pack, Cranford boys, center pack, and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys respond to the sound of the gun to begin the Watchung Conference Cross Country Championships.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ATTEMPTING A BLOCK…Blue Devils – on right side of net – Laura Avdey,
left, and Patty Oslislo leap to block a spike from Viking Jen Monroy, left, as
teammates Kathy Babicz, No. 14, and Rachel Seamon, No. 8, look on.

Westfield Recreation Commission Sponsors
Haunted House

For More Information, Contact the Westfield Recreation Department at (908) 789-4080

WHO: Westfield Resident Youth and Their Parents
WHAT: A Night of Spine Chilling Thrills

Through the Haunted House
WHEN: Tuesday, October 31, 2000
WHERE: Memorial Pool Complex
TIME: 5 P.M. to 9 P.M.
COST: $1.00 per person. Children under 5 are free.

NOTE: Event will be held un-
der the roof at  the Pool Com-
plex. Rain is not a factor, how-
ever, the complex is not fully
enclosed or heated, so please
dress accordingly.

Special Thanks To Our  Community Supporters:

Optimist Club of Westfield
and

The Party Stop/Costume Corner


