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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Political Forum

MON�FRI 10 TO 6 � THURS 10 TO 8 � SUN 12 TO 5 ��
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

COLUMBUS DAY CLEARANCE

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com

Open To The Public

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

Wesley Allen Beds
on Display

 (con’t from page 3)
Mr. Betancourt (R)

said he would like to work with them
to target roads such as Central Av-
enue, Rahway Avenue and East Broad
Street for increased police presence.

“My background as a former pros-
ecutor and FBI special agent affords
me a good working relationship with
the police department,” said Mr.
Betancourt. “As a councilman, I want
to leverage that relationship into bet-
ter educated drivers and safer streets
in the downtown and in our neigh-
borhoods.”

Westfield
Second Ward

Mr. Ziff (D)
WESTFIELD — “The outpouring

of concern raised by the prospect of
a traffic light at the intersection of

East Broad Street
and Chestnut at last
week’s council
meeting was impres-
sive,” Westfield
Democratic Second
Ward Town Council
hopeful William Ziff
said this week.

The council heard a number of
speakers address their concerns as-
serting a traffic light would invite
more traffic onto Chestnut threaten-
ing the children going to Wilson and
Washington Elementary Schools as
well as Gumbert Park.

“Their expressions point out our
neighborhood was left without a traf-
fic plan once the ShopRite contro-
versy left center stage. The ward now
faces further delays in having the
comprehensive traffic studies com-
pleted at a time when it appears
ShopRite is coming to Garwood.
Where was our (council) leadership?”

“The comprehensive traffic study
covering the area between East Broad
and North has yet to be done and the
council only allocated the funds for
a study this year,” the candidate
stated.

“The solutions for the neighbor-
hood are difficult but it is clear:
inviting anymore traffic onto Chest-
nut, Benson and Salter is to threaten
our neighborhoods’ residential char-
acter, endanger children and dimin-
ish the real estate values of our

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set
FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

Visit Our Website
www.cellsig.com

Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your Cellular Accessory Needs.

�WE WILL MEET OR BEAT
ALL OF OUR COMPETITOR�S PRICES!�

$5000 NOKIA REBATE
ON THE PURCHASE OF 8260 NOKIA DIGITAL MULTI-NETWORK PHONE

500 NIGHT & WEEKEND MINUTES AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR
12 Months on Either AT&T Digital or Regional Advantage Plans

REGIONAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANS

OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/00

$29.99 $39.99 $49.99
Incl. Min. 620 700 900
Peak 120 200 400
Off Peak 500 500 500

$69.99 $99.99 $149.99
Incl. Min. 1,100 1,500 2,100
Peak 600 1,000 1,600
Off Peak 500 500 500

Call Anywhere in the U.S. with
NO Roaming or Long Distance Charges

Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30
All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new

activation  of service on select plans. Terms and conditions apply. See store for details

DIGITAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANSNEW!

$29.99 $39.99 $49.99 $59.99
Incl. Min. 750 1,750 1,900 2,100
Peak 250 250 400 600
Off Peak 500 1,500 1,500 1,500

$79.99 $109.99 $159.99 $209.99
Incl. Min. 2,300 2,700 3,500 4,500
Peak 800 1,200 2,000 3,000
Off Peak 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

132 East Broad St � Westfield

908-789-5302

Mail in and Receive a $50 rebate ATM card with purchase of Nokia 8260.

homes,” said Mr. Ziff.
The candidate agreed with the re-

marks of residents David Owens and
Stan Lipson to the council last week.
Mr. Owens, he said, correctly pointed
out that traffic in this area is not just
a ShopRite issue for the families on
South Chestnut but also a concern
for the children going to Wilson
School on North Chestnut.

“Mr. Lipson wisely suggested that
a traffic light be only a last resort to
other measures which the county
study may suggest and that we can
always add a light but it is very
difficult to take a light down,” Mr.
Ziff explained.

Mr. Ziff said the larger issue is the
failure of the council to create a full
time planner position and address
the town’s planning issues as a whole.

“Band aid solutions are not healthy
solutions. The demands of change in
suburban Westfield require our local
government be informed and deci-
sive. We will forever be responding
to the immediate if we do not take the
steps to bring qualified leadership
into government and give them the
tools to plan our future,” Mr. Ziff
said.

Fanwood
Borough Council
Swindlehurst, Glennon

(Democrats)
FANWOOD – Fanwood Demo-

cratic Councilwoman Cynthia
Swindlehurst and her
running-mate, Mat-
thew Glennon, said
they are concerned
over the dramatic
increase in munici-
pal taxes in the bor-
ough this year.

“The municipal
portion of our property taxes increases
by more than 6 percent in 2000,” said
Councilwoman Swindlehurst, who
was appointed to the Borough Coun-
cil in March. “That’s a big increase
for our homeowners, especially for
the senior citizens who are on fixed
incomes.”

“By contrast, the combined in-
crease in borough taxes for the previ-
ous two years was 4.4 percent,” Coun-
cilwoman Swindlehurst added. “We

can’t afford 6 percent increases each
year. Matt Glennon and I want to
control spending and find new av-
enues for property tax relief.”

Councilwoman Swindlehurst and
Mr. Glennon are running for the two
Borough Council seats in the No-
vember 7 general election.

“As long as the legislature in Tren-
ton won’t tackle the unfair burden of
property taxes, the job falls on our
shoulders to control local spending
as much as possible,” Mr. Glennon
said. “Councilwoman Swindehurst
and I will apply our business experi-
ence to make more efficient to make
more efficient use of our local re-
sources.”

“Taxpayers in Fanwood are under
enough pressure already,” Mr.
Glennon added. “We have to put the
brakes on 6 percent tax hikes.”

Councilwoman Swindlehurst, a
life-long resident of Fanwood, is
Chairwoman of the Fanwood Public
Works Committee and is an adminis-
trator for A&P Supermarkets.

Mr. Glennon, who serves on
Fanwood Planning Board, has lived
in Fanwood for nine years. He is a
professional engineer with a Master’s
in business administration from
Rutgers University.

Wood, Whitaker
(Republicans)

FANWOOD — Carol Wood, the
Fanwood Republican nominee for a
seat on the Borough Council, has

called for expanding
the use and the safety
of Fanwood’s parks.

“We have terrific
parks, and they are
heavily used in the
late afternoons and
early evenings by

children and young adults — espe-
cially softball players,” Ms. Wood
said. “But they are largely idle in the
middle of the day.”

“I want to see a serious effort to

make them available for use by se-
nior citizens between 9 a.m. and 2

p.m. weekdays,” she
said. “Because our
seniors group in
Fanwood enjoys
such a large partici-
pation, we need a
facility to accommo-
date their activities.

The best place for this in town is at
Forest Road Park. The Borough
should expand that building using
grant and capital monies already in
place.”

Council President Joel Whitaker,
who is seeking re-election, said Ms.
Wood was on the right track.

“Fanwood’s parks belong to all the
people, and we need to creatively
seek ways to allow more people to
enjoy our parks,” Councilman
Whitaker stated.

Ms. Wood also pledged to support
efforts to improve the safety of the
parks’ ball fields, particularly the
LaGrande Park children’s play area.

“As a Realtor, I know that these
parks are a major benefit to our com-
munity. But they must be safe. I
understand that there have been some
‘near misses’ of balls almost striking
children. I am very interested in
working with all the concerned par-
ties, parents, men’s softball leagues
and the Borough to insure that our
parks are safe to use,” Ms. Wood
said.

Meanwhile, Councilman Whitaker
said construction of a skateboard
park at LaGrande or Forest Road
Park should be a priority.

“I would like to see a facility at one
of our parks that is directed for the
use of teenagers. Our parks presently
provide excellent amenities for
younger children, organized sports
leagues like soccer and softball, and
tennis, but we can do better by our
teens with the addition of a skate-
board park. Many of us have seen
young people in town skating in park-
ing lots or at the train station. Clearly

there is a need for a skate park and I
am sure that it will be well used,” he
said.

Scotch Plains
Mayor & Council

Marks, Coronato
(Republicans)

SCOTCH PLAINS – Republican
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.

Marks, Councilman
Frank Rossi and
Council candidate
Paulette Coronato
announced that pro-
posals for the 2001
municipal budget
should begin now.

“One must be planning for the next
year’s budget in the fall of the previ-
ous year. It is certainly not too early

to scrutinize expen-
ditures and revenues
right now,” stated
Mayor Marks, the
GOP candidate in the
township’s inaugural
mayoral election.

“In 1999, the
township enjoyed yet another healthy
year-end surplus which was used in
part to offset an increase in year 2000
expenditures. The result was the first
Scotch Plains’ municipal tax freeze
in 25 years.

“Even with the use of some sur-
plus, the township maintains a healthy
balance to deal with unexpected ex-
penses, and it is anticipated that once
again Scotch Plains will regenerate a
surplus to a level that is fiscally
responsible. This year we got it right,”

said Councilman Rossi.
“In last year’s council campaign

we pledged that, if given the oppor-
tunity by the voters, the Republican
majority would hold the line on taxes.
It was a promise made and a promise
kept.”

Mrs. Coronato is looking to suc-
ceed Republican Councilman Will-
iam McClintock who has decided
not seek the council office in this
year’s election.

“I have been involved in Scotch
Plains local government for many
years and have always followed the
budget process as it unfolds every
spring. The last two years have been
particularly interesting especially
because of the contrasts displayed
between 1999 and 2000.

“I shared the sentiments of the
public and the Republican minority
in 1999 when we endured a 5.4 per-
cent tax increase in light of a record
surplus. In 2000 the balance of power
switched back to the Republicans
and the surplus remained at record
levels. I was extremely pleased and
proud of the council for freezing the
tax rate this year,” Mrs. Coronato
stated.

“Mrs. Coronato, Councilman
Rossi, outgoing Councilman
McClintock and myself have been
reviewing past budgets and monitor-
ing 2000 revenues. We certainly will
never cut back on the services that
our residents need and deserve. It’s a
little early to be talking about next
year’s tax rate, however, if the
economy remains vibrant, and the
year-end budget surplus numbers are
strong, we will be able to hold the
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Come in and Check out our
Grand Opening Specials!

Mon-Fri 10:00 - 8:00 • Sat 10:00 - 6:00 • Sun 12:00 - 5:00
141 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ • (908) 654-6525
Next To Panera’s • Please Use Our Rear Entrance and Parking

Grand Opening
In Westfield!

HobbyTown
®

• All Games Workshop Products 25% Off
• Traxxas Rustler RTR

Radio Control Cars Only $149.99
• Traxxas Nitro Rustler RTR

Radio Control Cars Only $284.99
• HobbyTown USA/Thundertiger R T F

Radio Control Planes Only $269.99
• All Plastic Models,

Buy 2 Get a Third FREE!

• 10% Off All Model Train Sets
• 10% Off Puzzles
• All Doll House Accessories

20% Off
• Win $100 Shopping Sprees

and More!

www.hobbytown.com

Saturday, October 21 - Saturday, October 28
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SINCE

1956
� Vacuums
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification
   Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIAL

Your Environmental Headquarters

www.etpetersen.com

1. Get the Oreck XL Upright
2. Receive this one FREE

Ask about
the hypo
allergenic
filtration

advantage!

© 2000 Oreck Holding, LLC. All rights reserved. All word marks and product
configurations are owned and used under the authority of Oreck Holdings, LLC.


