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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Pumpkin Patch Event
Set at Parker Greenhouses
SCOTCH PLAINS – Parker

Greenhouses in Scotch Plains will
host its Pumpkin Patch Weekend,
complete with a haunted hayride,
pumpkin coloring and 220 tons of
pumpkins in all sizes, on Satur-
day, October 21, from 7 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, October 22, from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Children and adults alike are
welcome to join the festivities.

Parker Greenhouses is located
at 1325 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.
For more information, please call
(908) 322-5555, Extension No.
8884.

Halloween Activities to Begin
With Pumpkin Painting at Chelsea
FANWOOD – The Chelsea at

Fanwood Assisted Living Resi-
dence will host events to mark
Halloween, beginning with a
pumpkin painting celebration.

Both events are free.
On Monday, October 30, chil-

dren may paint pumpkins and
enjoy treats and light refreshments
at 3:30 p.m. Please make reserva-
tions no later than Wednesday,
October 25.

On Tuesday, October 31, Hal-
loween Trick or Treat Celebration
for Children will offer a safe trick
or treating experience within the
community from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Light refreshments will be served.

For more information about
these events, please call Director
of Community Relations Marjorie
Deas at (908) 654-5200.

Get Spooked
At Haunted House
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-

reation Commission will sponsor a
Haunted House on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 31, from 5 to 9 p.m. at the
Memorial Pool.

Admission is $1 per person. Chil-
dren under 5 years of age are admit-
ted for free. All ages are welcome.

For more information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Department
at (908) 789-4080.

Silver Snowflake Sale to Offer
Handcrafted Holiday Items

WESTFIELD – The Presbyte-
rian Women of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will hold their
Fifth Annual Silver Snowflake
Christmas Sale on Saturday, No-
vember 4, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
the Assembly Hall of the church
at 140 Mountain Avenue.

The sale will feature several
handmade items including orna-
ments, quilts, baked goods, stock-
ing stuffers and more.

The Quilting Group of the
church has hand-quilted a queen
size Christmas quilt which will be
auctioned off through written
bids. The sale will also feature a
large and unique variety of items
provided by SERRV and other
international organizations that
support artisans from economi-
cally disadvantaged regions of
the world.

These handcrafted items in-
clude furniture, nativity scenes,
jewelry, toys, musical instruments,
baskets, ornaments, and stock-
ing stuffers.

SERRV and other organizations
provide families with much
needed income and support lo-
cal economies.

Patrons are also invited to en-
joy a light lunch at the Snowflake
Café.

There is ample free parking

and there is no admittance fee.
For more information, please

call the church office at (908)
233-0301.

A&E Halloween

Preview

Westfield Craft Market
On Tap at Armory

WESTFIELD – The 17th An-
nual Fall Westfield Craft Market
will be held at the National Guard
Armory in Westfield on October
27, 28, 29, November 3, 4 and 5.
Each weekend, 130 different art-
ists will display a diverse array of
fine art and contemporary crafts
including woodworking, pottery,
gold and silver jewelry, blown
glass and more. Show hours are
Fridays from 5 to 9 p.m., Satur-
days, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A week-
end pass is $6 and a two-week-
end pass is $10. Children under
10 are admitted for free. Parking
is free. No strollers please.

ing Spanish more fun.
Teaching Spanish is extremely re-

warding and enjoyable for Hicks. As
a poet, Hicks seeks to educate her
readers against the ignorance of not
understanding, accepting and embrac-
ing those of different races, most
especially individuals who disapprove
of interracial couples.

Hicks bridged gaps of others’ igno-
rance when she brought her poem,
“Blackness” to a group of black lead-
ers making a difference for Black
America within a telecommunications
company.

After reciting the poem, she re-
called, “Everyone was quiet and taken
aback. Silence broke and people ap-
proached me. It was really interesting.
They asked me, ‘Did you really expe-
rience this?’”

Personal experiences have certainly
shaped the compelling verse of a Hicks
poem. While munching on a crumb
cake, she recalled that the “blatant
ignorance” she encountered in Seville
– no one she met was familiar with a
Black Dominican person before —
made her uncomfortable even though
she enjoyed spending time with the
people there. “Nevertheless, they treated
me very well,” she noted.

“Something is lost in the transla-
tion,” explained Hicks when discuss-
ing the translation of her poems from
Spanish to English. “It doesn’t convey
the emotion,” she said, adding that if
she chose to write a book she would
stick with the Spanish language.

Describing her specific technique
of repetition in her poetry, Hicks said
it helps her “to emphasize her
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Altagracia Hicks
point…for them (the readers) to real-
ize what the poem is about – real life.”

An example of this can be found in
her poem, “Blackness,” which begins
each stanza with the burning ques-
tion: “What is it to be Black?” Hicks ties
in references to rappers, television
shows, clothing labels, and color de-
scriptions to effectively drive her point
home.

Her poetry speaks to a conscience
which may not be quite ready or open
enough to face these questions. To
that, Hicks’ verses respond – “Wake
up and smell the coffee.” And after the
reader’s eyes are open, they never
close and drift back to prejudice.

Between her quest to change the
biases of the world, Hicks will con-
tinue touching lives as a Spanish
teacher, scribing about personal expe-
riences, while considering penning a
book about one of her greatest pas-
sions – her relationship with Suero
intermingled with some of the poetry
she has dedicated to him.

Hicks is currently enrolled in a lead-
ership program. She played saxophone
at The Crossroads in Garwood, re-
ceived second place for a dance she
choreographed in a modeling/dancing
competition through one of the biggest
international and national modeling
competitions in the world held at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York City
in April of 1999. After the competition,
she received five call-backs from well-
known model agencies of New York
City and Pennsylvania.

“Possibility and creativity equal hap-
piness,” concluded Hicks, “It’s okay to
throw your hat over the wall.”

Correction:
Last week, in a production error,

we incorrectly listed the address
of Auberge Swiss Restaurant. The
correct address is: 331 Springfield
Avenue in Berkeley Heights, (908)
665-2310. We regret the error.

Show Information 800/834-9437
Armory 732/815-4875

Westfield NJ Armory
500 Rahway Ave

Free Parking
Gourmet Food
Weekend Pass $6.00

2-Weekend Pass $10.00

3-Weekend Pass $14.00

Children Under 10 FREE

No Strollers Please!

Fridays

5:00-9:00pm

Oct 27 . Nov 3 . Dec 8

Saturdays

10:00am-6:00pm

Oct 28 . Nov 4 . Dec 9

Sundays

10:00am-5:00pm

Oct 29 . Nov 5 . Dec 10

Free Lessons at the Potter’s Wheel

Westfield Art 
Craft Market

October
27.28.29

November
3. 4. 5


