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A GREAT CAUSE...A team of Westfield Rotarians is shown at last week’s used bicycle collection in support of “Pedals
for Progress.” The Westfield Rotary Club is organizing its fourth collection this Saturday, October 14, between 9 a.m.
and noon at the Westfield Board of Education administration building at 302 Elm Street.
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Scotch Plains Residents Oppose Bowcraft’s
Plans for Water Park Addition on Route 22

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Scotch Plains residents once again
showed up by the dozens to Thurs-
day night’s Board of Adjustment
meeting to oppose Bowcraft’s pro-
posed water park expansion applica-
tion. They greeted much of the testi-
mony from Bowcraft’s representa-
tives with mumbles and loud, angry
jeers.

Bowcraft, an amusement park
which operates under a grandfathered
use variance on Route 22, has ap-
plied for an extension of that vari-
ance to build a water park. The water
park would expand the total devel-
oped area from seven to nine and a
half acres, bordering several resi-
dences that front onto Glenside Av-
enue.

The proposed 150,000 square foot

water park, to be located in the north-
east corner of Bowcraft’s property,
would include three 14-foot slides,
several shallow pools, a shallow “lazy
river” and an expansion of the exist-
ing back parking lot. The renova-
tions also call for several party tents
with tables, a snack bar, a volleyball
court and a bathroom/locker room.

Some residents have circulated fly-
ers and petitions, taken out newspa-
per ads, and even hired a lawyer to
try to prevent the expansion. They
object to the increase in noise, lights
and traffic congestion and to the
devaluation of their properties they
believe the proposed expansion will
cause.

Gary Dean, a traffic and acoustical
engineer of Gary Dean Associates,
Oldwick, addressed the Board on
behalf of Bowcraft.

Mr. Dean used sound monitoring
equipment to measure the decibel
levels of machinery, the public ad-
dress system and crowd noise from

nearby residential properties.
According to Mr. Dean, the deci-

bel levels emitted by Bowcraft on a
typically crowded day were in the
75-80 decibel range, equal to or less
than the volume of trucks going by
on Glenside Avenue.

The loudest peak sound was emit-
ted by Bowcraft’s roller-coaster at
86 decibels (from five feet away) and
the public address system at 75 deci-
bels (20 feet away). The closest house
to Bowcraft, on Juniper Lane is at
least 75 feet away, Mr. Dean esti-
mated. A typical pool with cascad-
ing water and crowd noise would
also be 75 decibels at five feet away,
Mr. Dean claimed.

Mr. Dean testified that, in his opin-
ion, there would not be any substan-
tial increase in noise to the area and
that the existing noise definitely falls
within the acceptable limits of com-
munity noise standards.

“Trucks on Glenside Avenue and
the traffic on Route 22 are much

more of a noise interference in the
neighborhood than any potential
noise from Bowcraft’s proposed ex-
pansion,” he concluded.

Mr. Dean’s study also included a
traffic analysis of Bowcraft’s park-
ing lot. In his opinion, Mr. Dean
concluded that there would be no
appreciable intrusion to the surround-
ing neighborhood from increased
traffic due to the proposal.

“All of the traffic would enter and
exit from Route 22 and very little
would use Glenside Avenue,” Mr.
Dean concluded. “This traffic would
be mostly on the weekends and much
less than rush hour produces during
the week.”

Scotch Plains resident Thelma
Gerber asked Mr. Dean if he con-
ducted a noise study from her yard
on Mountain Avenue, across the high-
way from Bowcraft. Mrs. Gerber
claimed that she could hear
Bowcraft’s roller coaster from her
yard.

Many Glenside Avenue residents
said they could hear Bowcraft’s pub-
lic address system from their yards,
as well as high-pitched shrieks of
young children, which would only
worsen with the proposed water rides.

Mr. Dean explained that many of
these noise levels coming from other
parts of the park would not be wors-
ened if the water park were approved
nor alleviated if denied. Bowcraft’s
lawyer, Daniel Bernstein. pointed
out to the board and the public that
conditions regarding noise levels
could be included as a part of the
approval, but not if the application
were denied.

“The perception of sound is very
subjective,” Mr. Dean remarked.
“That is why we have the science of
measuring decibel levels,” he
claimed. Mr. Dean also pointed out
to the public that the water park
proposes to close at 8 p.m. and is
only open a short season from June to
September.
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Bernard Tracy Takes Helm
As Westfield Police Chief
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A new era began last Wednesday
night for the Westfield Police De-
partment with the swearing in of
Bernard Tracy as the town’s new
Police Chief.

The swearing-in ceremony, con-
ducted by Town Clerk Bernard A.
Heeney, was attended by a huge con-
tingent representing the police force
along with members of the Town
Council, Union County Prosecutor
Thomas V. Manahan and retiring
Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti.

Although he will hold the title of
Chief until Chief Scutti, who is on
vacation and terminal leave, will be
officially off the payroll as of Febru-
ary 1. Chief Scutti has been Chief the
past 14 years.

Chief Tracy described Chief Scutti,
who recommended the promotion of
the new Chief, as sort of “a legend.”

Jokingly, he questioned, “Who
remembered who replaced Vince

Lombardi?”
Chief Scutti looked on the occa-

sion of the swearing-in of his succes-
sor with “a mixture of happiness and
sadness.”

“I’ve always enjoyed working for
the Town of Westfield. I had a good
time. Now it has kind of come to
closure and I think that Chief Tracy
will carry on the tradition of
Westfield,” he explained.

Chief Tracy has served with the
Westfield department for 26 years.
He was serving as Captain of Patrol
and Investigations since October
1999, a position where he supervised
all patrol functions, scheduled as-
signments and duty hours, maintained
personnel records.

Prior to that, he served as Admin-
istrative Captain for two years, a
position in which he was in charge of
the operation and maintenance of the
department’s computer systems, 9-
1-1 coordinator, Megan’s Law Of-
ficer liaison to the county prosecutor’s

office and commander of the
department’s Traffic Safety Bureau.

Addressing his fellow officers,
“We’ve had a great team here in
Westfield,” he stated.

“If there is one promise I can give
the people of Westfield, it’s that I
will attempt to be fair and ensure that
my department will always be fair,”
Acting Tracy added.

Although he was unable to attend
the ceremony, Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim said he believes, “Barney will
make a terrific chief.” At the start of
Tuesday night’s Town Council meet-
ing the Mayor called Chief Tracy a
“talented police officer” who should
be viewed by residents as “the face of
our police department.”

Chief Tracy joined the department
in 1974 following a two-year stint in
the United States Army. He subse-
quently advanced up the later from
patrol officer to second-grade detec-
tive to detective sergeant to detective

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
VOWING TO PROTECT AND SERVE…On October 4, Bernard Tracy was sworn in as the Westfield’s new Police Chief.
The ceremony, conducted by Town Clerk Bernard A. Heeney, was attended by members of the police force, the Town
Council, Union County Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan and retiring Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti. Pictured, above, are:
Chief Tracy, Mr. Heeney and the Chief’s son Sye Tracy.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
CREATIVE ORGANIZATION…President of the Westfield Art Association
(WAA) Barbara Schwinn, left, and artist and cartoonist Libby Reid displayed
their creations for passersby during the group’s annual Sidewalk Show & Sale
last Saturday in the downtown. The event was sponsored by the WAA, Down-
town Westfield Corporation and the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

Former Hauler Looks to Start
First Town Taxi Service in Years
By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In 1998, when Westfield resident
Charles Mattino retired from his com-
pany, Allied Waste Systems, the then-
51-year-old wasn’t sure what he was
going to do.

Mr. Mattino, whose family has
been in Westfield over 100 years,
spent the next two years resting and
“getting (his) batteries recharged.”

In that time, he underwent proce-
dures such as Lasik and decided he
did not want to move to Florida and
retire permanently.

“I enjoy dealing with people,” he
said.

Now, he says he is “ready to roll

again.”
He is hoping to do just that. Mr.

Mattino has filed an application with
the Town of Westfield to begin a taxi
service for Westfield and five towns
around Westfield (Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
Cranford).

Mr. Mattino proposes to start
slowly with his new venture and see
what happens. He plans to initially
use only one car to serve customers,
saying he wants to offer quality ser-
vice and grow with the demand, if
necessary.

“I will start slow and grow from
there,” Mr. Mattino said.

Mr. Mattino intends to work hard

and offer a good service that many
feel the town needs.

One such person is former Town
Councilman Donnell Carr, who “en-
tertained the thought” of starting his
own taxi service some time ago.

Mr. Carr did research about the
finances necessary to run such a busi-
ness. However, Mr. Carr sought a
business partner, and when he was
unable to find a suitable partner, he
passed on the notion.

He said that in the past, Westfield
had a taxi service, but not since the
late 1980s. In that time, surrounding
towns have had taxi companies that
seem to be doing well.

As it stands right now, Westfield
residents have to call out of town to
get a taxi, whereas with Mr. Mattino’s
proposed service, originating from
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Leader, League of Women Voters
Co-Sponsoring Candidates’ Forum

The Westfield Leader will co-spon-
sor a candidates for Westfield May-
oral and Town Council candidates
with the League of Women Voters
on Thursday, October 26 at 8 p.m. in
the auditorium of Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School, 301 Clark Street.
Bonnie Ruggiero of the League of
Women Voters will moderate with
questions posed by the press and the
public as well as from the audience.

The Leader and League are still
working on details for a
Mountainside Borough Council
candidates’ forum.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood will co-sponsor candi-
dates night forums with the
Westfield Area League of Women

Voters for municipal office candi-
dates in both communities over
the next few weeks.

Fred Rossi, a reporter for The
Times, will moderate the debate
between Scotch Plains Mayoral and
Township Council candidates slated
for 7 p.m. in the Township Council
Chambers on Wednesday, October
11.

The candidates forum for
Fanwood Borough Council candi-
dates will be held Friday, October
20 at 8 p.m. in the Borough Coun-
cil Chambers. The debate will be
moderated by Horace Corbin, Pub-
lisher of The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.
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Residents Protest Permit Fee Hike,
Proposed S. Chestnut, Broad Light

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A number of Westfield commuters
turned out Tuesday night to protest
the more than doubling of parking
permits in town.

Officials have said the new rates
are needed to generate a revenue
source that will help reduce the con-
struction related debt for a parking
deck the town plans to build on sur-
face lots located on Elm and Pros-
pect Streets.

Under the ordinance introduced
on first reading Tuesday night, the

rates at all town lots, with the excep-
tion of the Watterson Street lot, will
rise to $65 per month as of January 1.
Persons who pay annually will get a
10 percent discount, placing that fee
at $58.50 a month. The town is elimi-
nating the quarterly payment struc-
ture.

In addition, all meters in town will
be doubled as of the new year from
25 cents to 50 cents per hour effec-
tive from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., Monday -
Friday.

Defending the proposed new rates,
Transportation, Parking and Traffic

Committee Chairman Carl A.
Salisbury, who represents the First
Ward on council, said that based on
a survey of towns with parking
structures Westfield’s current rates
are “well below what the market
will bare.”

For instance, of those towns with
decks, Summit charges $60 per
month, New Brunswick charges $55
- $95, with Princeton Junction and
Morristown setting fees at $40 per
month. Princeton also charges a
meter fee of 75 cents per hour.

Jack Laderman of Sunset Avenue
told the council that the cost for
deck should be included in the mu-
nicipal budget since all members
of the community will benefit from
its construction.
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The next Board of Adjustment
meeting will be held on Thursday,
November 2. The continuation of the
Bowcraft application will be heard
on Thursday, December 7, when the
board and public will hear from a
civil engineer and a professional plan-
ner.

lieutenant. He was promoted to ad-
ministrative captain in February 1999
where he served until last October.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, who chairs the Public Safety
Committee, likewise called Chief
Tracy “a terrific choice” to head up
the department.

He commended Chief Scutti for
ensuring that the proper leadership
was in place to enable the new chief
to be hired from the existing depart-
ment.

Chief Tracy and Captain Clifford
Auchter, who was also interviewed
for the position, went through a seri-
ous of intensive examinations of their
command skills as conducted by the
Alexandria, Va.-based International
Association of Police Chiefs.

They also were  evaluated by a
forensic psychologist and inter-
viewed extensively by Town Admin-
istrator Thomas Shannon.
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Police Chief

Union County Budget, Taxes, Social Security
Hot Topics During Seniors Forum in Union
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

UNION — Senior issues took cen-
ter stage on October 5 during a forum
in Union attended by candidates for
the United States Senate, House of
Representatives and Union County
Clerk and Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

During the two-hour forum, held
at the Union Township Senior Cen-
ter, Freeholder Chester Holmes em-
phasized that 20 percent of Union
County’s population, or 100,000, are
over the age of 60.

He said under the Democratic
majority the past four years, the free-
holder board has helped build
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights into one of the top
long-term health facilities in the re-
gion.

Freeholder Holmes stated the
Democrats strong opposition to a
previous proposal by Republicans a
few years ago to privatize the facil-
ity.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon told
seniors of the current freeholder
board’s senior initiatives including:
Senior Focus, a grant of up to
$250,000 to build or expand munici-
pal senior centers; Senior Scholars, a
program allowing seniors to attend
college classes in the county for free
and, Seniors in Motion, a program
offering buses for towns to transport
their seniors for shopping and other
non-medical needs.

Republican Wally Shackell said
that under Democrats the county
budget, now in excess of $306 mil-
lion, is continuing to climb along
with the county’s debt — now at
$250 million.

He said the county needs to do
more to reduce duplication of ser-
vices at the county and municipal
levels.

Freeholder Holmes emphasized
that Democrats have either reduced
the county tax levy or come with flat
levy, as is the case this year.

In answering a question posed on
school taxes, Freeholder Scanlon
noted that the board has only direct
control over the county portion of
taxes. She said eight of Union
County’s 21 towns saw a decline in
the county portion of property tax
bills this year due to the flat tax levy.

Republican Al Dill said a reduc-
tion in county spending would help
reduce Union County property taxes.
He also questioned why the county
was building its surplus while its
spending has been “skyrocketing.”

Republican Senate candidate Bob
Franks told seniors that he helped
write the so-called lock box legisla-
tion to stop the use of the Social
Security Trust Fund to finance other
federal programs.

Mr. Franks noted that he supports
the elimination of the tax penalty on
married couples which he said would
save an average couple, including
seniors, $1,400 annually.

Independent Senate hopeful Den-
nis Breen of Summit noted that he
and other candidates have “an in-
credible uphill battle” to wage in lieu
of the unlimited personal spending
being used by Democratic candidate
Jon Corzine of Summit.

“It shouldn’t be about money. It
should be about issues,” he told those
in attendance.

Congressional candidates Michael
A. Ferguson and Maryanne S.
Connelly continued to trade barbs
when they spoke to seniors.

While Mr. Ferguson said his prior-
ity would be to secure and protect
Social Security and Medicare before
considering tax cuts.

Mrs. Connelly said Mr. Ferguson
favors a $3 trillion tax cut while she
favors targeted tax cuts such as col-
lege tax credits, credits for long-term
care and a federal investment in edu-
cation to help reduce the burden on
New Jersey property tax payers. She
also she supports the elimination of
the marriage tax penalty and the
estate tax.

Mr. Ferguson said as Mayor and
Councilwoman in Fanwood, Mrs.
Connelly voted to raise property taxes
seven straight years.

On education, Mr. Ferguson said
he favors a returning power from
Washington back to parents and
teachers. He also supports school
vouchers which Mrs. Connelly said
she opposes, saying such a program
would “drain money from public

schools.”
“He (Mr. Ferguson) wants to tear

down our schools while I want to
build them up,” she said.

Mr. Ferguson called the comment
“irresponsible” and “not credible.”

Another battle ensued over Social
Security where Mrs. Connelly said
Mr. Ferguson has indicated that he
supports Governor Bush’s
privatization plan which she said
would take $1 trillion out of the Trust

Fund in the opening years of the
program.

Saying that something needs to be
done to keep Social Security around
for future generations, Mr. Ferguson
said privatization should be looked
at as an option to extend the life of
the program. He said he would not
support any plan that hurts current
benefits being paid out.

Mr. Ferguson said only 3 percent
of the Trust Fund would be used in a

privatization plan which would be
voluntary in nature.

On prescription drugs, Mr.
Ferguson indicated that he favors
using the federal budget surplus to
include prescription drugs within the
Medicare program.

Mrs. Connelly said she supports
the voluntary plan on Congres-
sional Democrats which she said
would cover half of the first $2,000
of an individual’s prescription drug
costs.

Westfield Library Friends
Elect New Slate of Officers

OFFICERS ELECTED…Officers of the Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library present a check to Library Director Barbara Thiele, second from left,
to be used toward new purchases for the library. The Friends include Jane
Curtis, left, Book Association Chaiperson; Jane Stepanski, second from right,
President, and Sadie Schoss, right, Book Sale Chairperson.

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library recently
held their annual meeting, at which
time Jane Stepanski was elected as
President of the organization.

Other officers elected at the meet-
ing included Vice President Eleanor
Senus, Recording Secretary Linda
Kolterjahn, Corresponding Secretary
Carolynn Pulliam, Treasurer Alice
Scherer and Assistant Treasurer Jane
Bishoff.

The Friends work closely with the
library staff to continually enhance
the library in ways that will best
serve the entire community.

Last year, the organization’s suc-
cessful book sale made possible the

purchase of multiple items. For the
Children’s Department, the library
acquired “toddler appropriate” vid-
eos, special oversized books for the
new toddler program and an opaque
projector, along with phonics books
and 275 paperbacks which were given
as prizes for the Summer Reading
Club.

The Reference Department now
features “The Dictionary of Art,” a
34-volume reference work, as well
as a shelving unit to house the “Books
on CD” collection. The collection
now includes 110 selections. In addi-
tion, the library was also able to
purchase seven Pentium computers
to replace worn personal computers.

Correction
The proposed plan for the con-

struction phase of a parking deck
in Westfield was incorrectly re-
ported as for the 2001. The pro-
posal put forth by Town Adminis-
trator Thomas Shannon would have
construction start in early 2002
and conclude prior to the 2002
holiday season.

the South Avenue corridor, he could
be there faster.

Westfield Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim said is “absolutely pleased”
about Mr. Mattino’s plan.

“It is something that I’m happy
about,” Mr. Jardim told The Westfield
Leader. He hopes it might help re-
lieve the parking problem in the
town’s central business district.

Right now, Mr. Mattino, whose
application was approved by the
Town Council Tuesday night, hopes
to be in business by November 1.

“I wish him the best and certainly
hope he will be successful,” Mr. Carr
said.
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Taxi Cab

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
SILVER MEDALIST…Olympic Silver Medalist Scott Goldblatt captured the hearts and admiration of  Scotch Plains
Day attendees last Saturday. Mr. Goldblatt was awarded Resolutions from Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks on the
behalf of the Scotch Plains Township Council, from Union County Freeholder Alex Mirabella on the behalf of the County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, and from State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco on behalf of the State of New
Jersey. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, The Reverend Kenneth Hetzel of Willow Grove Presbyterian Church,
Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine, Senator DiFrancesco and Councilman William F. McClintock, Jr. and front, Mr.
Goldblatt and Mayor Marks.

Olympian Scott Goldblatt Honored
During Annual Scotch Plains Day

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- While Scott
Goldblatt admitted winning a silver
medal in swimming at the Summer
Olympic Games in Sydney, Austra-
lia, last month was “a very great
honor,” the 21-year-old Scotch Plains
native says he’s not done yet.

Mr. Goldblatt and three American
teammates took the second place
prize in the men’s 4x200 meter
freestyle relay at last month’s Games,
losing to the Australian team by just
five seconds. A 1997 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
Mr. Goldblatt, who will enter his
senior year at the University of Texas-
Austin, swam the first leg of the race
in one minute and 49.66 seconds,
three-and-a-half seconds behind
Australian swimming star Ian
Thorpe.

Last Saturday, during Scotch Plains
Day ceremonies, Mr. Goldblatt was
saluted by Mayor Martin L. Marks
and other members of the Township
Council as well as State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco. After
making some brief remarks, Mr.
Goldblatt climbed into the back of
an open automobile and, with a po-
lice escort, rode down Park Avenue
to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood YMCA
for a reception and autograph sign-
ing.

Mr. Goldblatt’s father, Lester,
told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood he was “very proud” of
his son and said that, during the
race, Scott had “stayed with Ian
Thorpe for three lengths” of the
pool, something that “inspired his
team to hang on.”

Lester Goldblatt said his son, who
has been swimming since he was
three or four years old, began swim-
ming at the YMCA when he was
eight and also swam for the Willow
Grove Swim Club and the Berkeley
Aquatic Club, where he began his
formal training. He took part in the
1995 Olympic Festival and the 1997
World University Games in Italy,
where he won a gold medal.

Taking a short break from signing
autographs for a long line of admir-

ers and well-wishers at the YMCA,
Scott told The Times that winning a
medal was “more than I ever ex-
pected.”

But, looking to the 2004 Summer
Games in Athens, he said that “I
definitely do not want to stop. I want
to keep trying and going for some-
thing better.”

His ambitions could mean another
parade down Park Avenue in four
years, and another long line of auto-
graph seekers.

Walk Slated to Benefit
People With Autism

WESTFIELD – The National Al-
liance for Autism Research (NAAR),
a not-for-profit organization head-
quartered in Princeton, is organizing
the first New Jersey Walk to raise
funds for biomedical research to find
treatments, causes and, eventually, a
cure for autism.

Laura R. Kuntz of Westfield, the
mother of an 8-year-old son with
autism, is Chairwoman of the walk,
which will take place on Sunday,
October 29, at 2 p.m. in Mercer
County Park in West Windsor.

For more information about NAAR
and the New Jersey Walkathon,
please contact Ms. Kuntz at
lkuntz@lowenstein.com or the
NAAR office at (888) 777-NAAR.

Senate President to Receive
Social Service Agency Award

MOUNTAINSIDE – State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco and
Charles Venti, Director of the New
Jersey Division of Youth and Family
Services, will be honored during
Community Access Unlimited’s 20th
Annual Gala Dinner Dance.

The event will take place on
Wednesday, October 18, at L’Affaire
in Mountainside, where the two hon-
orees will receive their awards.

Senator DiFrancesco, a resident of
Scotch Plains, will be given the “Pub-
lic Leadership” award for his work in
Trenton on behalf of people with
disabilities.

Sidney Blanchard, Community
Access Unlimited Executive Direc-
tor, called the honorees “ideal choices
because of their steadfast dedication
to the cause of helping people with
disabilities gain the respect they de-
serve from others in the commu-
nity.”

Community Access Unlimited,
based in Elizabeth, is a non-profit
social service agency which has been

providing support services to people
with disabilities and at-risk youth for
more than 20 years.

Mr. Salisbury said that projections
by the town’s parking consultant,
Michigan-based Rich and Associates,
indicate the town will break even by
the third year of operation of the deck.

He said all residents face a one cent
per $100 of assessed valuation in-
crease in their local property taxes for
the initial years of operation. After that
point the structure is expected to be a
user-supported facility as opposed to a
taxpayer-supported facility.

Town Administrator Thomas Sh-
annon explained the deck would in-
clude roughly 250-350 commuter
spaces with the balance of the 800
spaces for downtown employees and
shoppers. The ground level, he said,
would likely include meters.

Harvey Davidson of Carlton Road
noted that when fees rose from $20
to $30 per month at the South Av-
enue lot in 1998, he had addressed
the council as to a number of needed
improvements. These include litter
in the lot and non-functioning light-
ing. To date, none of those improve-
ments have been made, he said.

Improvements including re-pav-
ing of lot 5 behind the Rialto The-
atre, lot 2 at the train station on North
Avenue and the adjacent lot 2A are
expected to be initiated by next
spring, according to Town Engineer
Kenneth B. Marsh.

Richard Solomon of Embree Cres-
cent was critical of officials citing
the 10 percent discount in the pro-
posed new permit rate when the town
is actually hiking existing fees 95
percent. In addition, he said the deck
should have been located on the South
Avenue train station lot.

The new fees passed on first read-
ing by a tally of 6-1, with Fourth
Ward Councilman Lawrence A.
Goldman as the lone dissenting vote.
He said he would prefer a more
gradual increase in the permit fees.

On another matter, residents turned
out to address their concerns over plans
by the County of Union to place a
traffic signal at the intersection of
South Chestnut and East Broad Streets.

Harrison Watson of East Broad
Street, who chairs the Westfield
Memorial Library’s Board of Trust-
ees, said he was concerned over safety
issues including the anticipated con-
struction of a ShopRite on North
Avenue near South Chestnut Street.

“In my view, which is shared by a
number of homeowners on East
Broad Street, North and South Chest-
nut Streets, Benson and Salter Places,
a traffic signal at that intersection
would transfer North and South
Chestnut Street and Benson Place
into major preferred busy traffic con-
duits serving the North Avenue
ShopRite,” he said.

Mr. Watson said the light would
result in an increase of traffic on East
Broad Street as well and have ad-
verse results on property values,
ratables, pollution, quality of life
and safety along neighboring streets.

Instead of a signal, he said the new
25 mph speed limit on East Broad
must be enforced by the police de-
partment.

St. Marks Avenue resident Nancy
Thornberry added that her concern
is that increased traffic on South
Chestnut Street will put children
headed to Gumbert Field and Wash-
ington School in danger.

Mr. Shannon noted that while not
required, county officials have indi-
cated they will make a presentation
before the council in January seeking
the town’s support for the traffic signal.

Neighborhood Council
Offers Tutoring Program
WESTFIELD – Registration has

begun for the After School Tutoring
Program at the Westfield Neighbor-
hood Council, headquartered at 127
Cacciola Place in Westfield.

The Student Tutorial Enrichment
Program is held from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. and is open to all children be-
tween the ages of 6 and 12. There is
a registration fee of $5 per week.

Children enrolled in the program,
of which Mary Budzik of Union is
head teacher, receive help with their
homework and educational enrich-
ment activities. An after-school meal
is also served.

Special Friday enrichment activi-
ties are scheduled throughout the
school year.

The WNC is a non-profit, commu-
nity-based social service organiza-
tion that has served the community
since 1969. For more information,
please call (908) 233-2772.
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