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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Political Forum
Trzesniowski Says Investing
In Schools Remains A Top

Priority in Council Campaign
WESTFIELD – Westfield Repub-

lican Third Ward Town Council can-
didate Karen Trzesniowski said
maintaining Westfield’s first rate
school system will be
her top priority as a
council member.

The business owner
and mother of four sons
said Westfield’s qual-
ity schools is the main
reason the town is an-
nually recognized as
one of New Jersey’s
most attractive places
in which to live.

“Certainly, a great
downtown and conve-
nient mass transit to
New York make
Westfield a desirable
town,” said
Trzesniowski. “But Westfield resi-
dents stay here because of our qual-
ity schools and new families move
here so that their children can re-
ceive a top-notch education. We need
to continually invest in our schools
to preserve the value of our commu-
nity and for our children’s future.”

Mrs. Trzesniowski said adequate
funding for day-to-day school op-
erations and for new construction
projects is an essential investment
for Westfield, but not all of it can be
borne by local taxpayers. She said
she enjoys good relationships with
the state legislators who represent
Westfield, Senate President Don
DiFrancesco, and Assemblymen Ri-
chard H. Bagger and Alan M. Au-
gustine, and will work with them to

ensure the town continues to re-
ceive vital state education loans and
grants.

“State assistance is an important
component of our
school and munici-
pal budgets, help-
ing to keep prop-
erty tax increases to
a minimum,” said
Mrs. Trzesniowski.
“Working with our
state legislative del-
egation, I’ll fight to
make sure
Westfield receives
its fair share of state
education aid.”

M r s .
Trzesniowski also
agreed with Repub-
lican mayoral can-

didate Gregory S. McDermott’s as-
sessment that providing a good edu-
cation environment for our children
includes safe roads around the
schools. She specifically cited the
corner of Westfield Avenue and
Dorian Road by the high school as
a dangerous intersection.

“Cars park right up to the cor-
ners on both roads, limiting vis-
ibility and making crossing the
street dangerous for motorists and
pedestrians,” she said. “This past
year, my son was almost hit by a
car, and I’ve heard numerous com-
plaints about safety from area resi-
dents. We need to move cars back
50 feet from the corner and en-
force it before one of our children
gets seriously injured.”

Karen Trzesniowski

Roselle Park Department of Public Works (WEST WEBSTER AVENUE):  Take Route 28
(Westfield Avenue) into Roselle Park. Turn onto Locust Avenue (there is a diner and gas station
on the corner); from Elizabeth area make a right, from Cranford area make a left. Travel about
½ mile and turn left onto West Webster Avenue (a 7-11 is on the corner). The Public Works
Yard is about ¼ mile on the left of the Roselle Park High School.
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BY RABBI GEORGE NUDELL

If your Jewish neighbor starts build-
ing a little hut in the back yard, and
starts cutting down branches to put
on top of it, don’t be alarmed! It’s
only temporary.

From Friday night, October 13,
through October 20, the Jewish com-
munity will be celebrating Sukkot,
the Feast of Booths.

The festival of Sukkot begins with
the first full moon after Rosh
Hashanah. The book of Leviticus
says, “You shall dwell in booths for
seven days…that your generations
may know that I made the people of
Israel dwell in booths when I brought
them out of the land of Egypt…”
(Leviticus 23:42-43)

After the Israelites settled in the
Promised Land, Sukkot took on an
additional meaning. Israel became
an agrarian people, and Sukkot be-
came a Thanksgiving festival. The
Israelites built booths in their fields
to offer shelter during the harvest,
and decorated the booths with the
fruits and vegetables they gathered.
They prayed for a year blessed with
enough rainfall to provide water for
the coming year.

Today’s observance of Sukkot in-
cludes the harvest booth (called
Sukkah), as well as another ritual
described in Leviticus. Four species
of plants are held together, and are
shaken, or waved, in all four direc-
tions, as well as up and down, to
symbolize God’s presence through-
out the world.

The four species include a palm
branch (called lulav),  myrtle
branches, willow branches and a
citrus fruit called an etrog. The
four species symbolize the human

spine, eyes, lips and heart, and teach
us to pray with all of our soul and
might.

The four species also teach us a
lesson about inclusion and diversity.
Each of the species is somewhat in-
complete, lacking one element or
more of fruit, aroma or beauty. But
held together, they include all of
these elements. From this we learn
that a community is incomplete un-
less it includes all kinds of people,
who can offer their unique talents
and contributions to society.

During Sukkot, many Jewish fami-
lies eat their meals in a Sukkah
(booth). In warmer climates, they
even camp outside in them! The top
of the booth is covered with branches,
letting the stars shine through at night.
This reminds us, even in our season
of harvest and plenty, of the need to
acknowledge God’s protection in our
lives.

May this harvest season be a joy-
ous time to celebrate with family and
friends! Hag Sameah; enjoy a happy
Sukkot festival!

*  *  *  *  *
Rabbi Nudell leads Congregation

Beth Israel in Scotch Plains.

A Weekly Column From Members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association

Sukkot, The Feast of Booths, Helps
Us to Know God and Each Other
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Ziff

“There are two additional rea-
sons for undertaking a project such
as this,” Mr. Ziff said.

“First,” he said, “the residents
would invest their sense of identity
in the lot, resulting in the fostering
of pride in the neighborhood. Sec-
ond, the municipality is not re-
quired to spend funds to maintain
the lots.”

Mr. Ziff said he wants the town to
identify four other lots around the
ward which could serve as land-
marks to the neighborhoods. The
use of those lots would similarly be
determined by the residents. Size,
location and scale of landmarks in
the neighborhood can enhance the
feeling of intimacy and familiarity,
he said.
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Whitaker, Wood

“Combined with new decorative
lighting, they will create a remark-
able and unique appearance down-
town. I think this will encourage
both new businesses to consider lo-
cating in Fanwood and prospective
home buyers to think of purchasing a
home in quaint and convenient
Fanwood. The project tells everyone
that this is a community committed
to the future with an appreciation of
its history,” Ms. Wood stated.

 Society To Hear Talk
On Italian Genealogy
WESTFIELD — The Genealogical

Society of the West Fields will present a
program on “Italian Genealogy Records”
on Saturday, October 14, at 10 a.m. in
the Meeting Room of the Westfield Me-
morial Library, located at 550 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

The program will be presented by
Dennis Piccirillo of Flanders, a charter
member of the Morris Area Genealogy
Society who has professionally re-
searched Italian and New Jersey fami-
lies seeking natural parents, orphans and
missing heirs, in addition to establishing
genealogical histories.

A question-and-answer period will fol-
low and light refreshments will be served.
The meeting is free and open to the
public. The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Redeemer Lutheran
To Screen PBS Film

WESTFIELD – Redeemer Lutheran
Church and School will host a screening
of the PBS movie Bonhoeffer: Agent of
Grace this Saturday, October 14, at 7
p.m.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the subject of
the film, was executed by the Gestapo on
April 9, 1945, for his part in a plot to
assassinate Adolf Hitler. In February,
the movie won the Best Film award at
the 40th annual Monte Carlo Film Festi-
val in Monaco.

Following the 90-minute video, the
Reverend Paul E. Kritsch, Redeemer’s
Senior Pastor, will lead a discussion
about the program and Pastor
Bonhoeffer’s life. The public is invited
to attend.

Redeemer Lutheran is located at the
corner of Clark Street and Cowperthwaite
Place in Westfield.


