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Political Forum
McDermott Calls Traffic

Top ‘Quality of Life’ Issue
Transportation for Seniors Via

Red Cross, United Fund
Proposed by Jacobson

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Boyle
“Let’s face it, many drivers today

don’t pay as much attention to the
road as they should, especially with
cell phones,” he said. “Flashing lights
should get their attention and protect
our children from serious accidents.”

For 20 years, Mr. Boyle super-
vised the state program that pro-
vided services to blind and visually
impaired students across New Jersey
in addition to being a teacher. His
two older children attended the
Westfield school system while his
youngest child, Jimmy, attends
McKinley.

WESTFIELD — “There is no
greater quality of life issue in Westfield
than traffic,” said Westfield
First Ward Councilman and
Mayoral contender Gre-
gory S. McDermott, who
serves on the Town
Council’s Traffic, Parking
and Transportation Com-
mittee.

“Traffic, both in terms of
volume and speed, threat-
ens the environment un-
dermines public safety and
hampers economic devel-
opment in Westfield’s
downtown. It is an issue we
as a town cannot overlook,”
said Mr. McDermott, the Republican
mayoral candidate.

Mr. McDermott noted that recent
county traffic studies make recom-
mendations on ways to improve traf-
fic flow on the county roads that run
through Westfield, including North
Avenue and East Broad Street. They
do not, according to Mr. McDermott,
take into consideration pedestrian

safety issues or the impact of the
proposed parking deck and the antici-

pated ShopRite devel-
opment on the
Westfield/Garwood
border.

“Westfield has is-
sues which are not
addressed in the
county’s studies, in-
cluding improving the
safety of our roads for
pedestrians and eas-
ing congestion on the
town’s busiest streets,”
Mr. McDermott.

“It would be a
worthwhile invest-

ment for our town to move forward
on its own studies that focus specifi-
cally on these two critical priorities,”
he explained.

In addition to congestion, Mr.
McDermott said Westfield residents
are also concerned about the high
incidence of speeding along many of
the town’s key thoroughfares and
“short-cut” streets.

Gregory S. McDermott

More Political News
On Page 9

WESTFIELD — Westfield May-
oral candidate Susan Jacobson an-
nounced a set of proposals aimed at
improving the quality of life of
Westfield’s senior citizen
population.

Mrs. Jacobson’s senior
plan focuses on transpor-
tation options for seniors
and the creation of a se-
nior citizens’ advisory
council.

“The goal of my pro-
gram for seniors is to en-
hance the quality of life
for seniors in our commu-
nity by providing a broad
array of supportive ser-
vices that promote the val-
ues of independence, self-
esteem, and dignity,” Mrs.
Jacobson said. “As a member of the
Westfield United Fund’s Board of
Directors, I took part in the needs
assessment undertaken of our se-
nior population. And it is clear from
the results of that survey that there
is much more that we need to do in
order to meet those needs.”

Under Mrs. Jacobson’s plan, the
Town of Westfield, in conjunc-
tion with the Westfield/
Mountainside Red Cross and
the United Fund, would operate
a senior citizen’s transportation
service. Two fully-accessibility
senior transport vehicles would
be acquired, one through a state
grant that the current mayor and
Town Council have obtained for
that purpose, and one through
the Union County “Seniors in
Motion” program.

Rides can be arranged for any
purpose including transporta-
tion to and from medical ap-

pointments, social activities, shop-
ping, and other errands, she ex-
plained.

In addition to a high-quality se-
nior transport program, Mrs.
Jacobson said she would create a
senior citizens’ advisory council.
This council would act as a clearing
house for senior needs, providing
homemakers, adult day care, handy-

man, tax services and senior com-
panions.

Such a program would help older
persons live independently by re-

maining at home
with community
support. Other pro-
grams for seniors
that Mrs. Jacobson
proposes include
providing a grace pe-
riod for property tax
payments, and a se-
nior lunch program
to provide well-bal-
anced meals, oppor-
tunity for social in-
teraction, and edu-
cational program-
ming.

“Our senior popu-
lation is a valuable asset in our
community. Many seniors are long-
time residents who have given a
great deal to this community over
the years. It is time for Westfield to
start giving back to them,” Mrs.
Jacobson said.

Mrs. Jacobson continues to wel-
come all comments from members of
the public on her seniors’ initiative and
any other issues affecting Westfield.

The candidate can be reached by
e-mail at Susanjaco@aol.com or at
(908) 232-0476.

Susan Jacobson

Whitaker And Wood Focus
On Downtown Improvements

FANWOOD — The Borough of
Fanwood broke ground October 4
for new sidewalks and decorative
lighting in its downtown area.

Upgrading the downtown had
been strongly advocated by Re-
publican Council President Joel
Whitaker, a candidate for re-elec-
tion to the Borough Council.

“This is
only the first
step in the
Republican
vision for the
redeve lop-
ment of
Fanwood’s
downtown,”
Mr Whitaker
said. “Last
year, the
people of
F a n w o o d
elected a Re-
publican majority because of our
commitment to improving our
downtown. Now, only 10 months
later, we are making good on our
promise of making Fanwood a nice
place to shop as well as live.”

“This is only the beginning,” Mr.

W h i t a k e r
added.

“We are be-
ginning to in-
vestigate means
of filling in the
gaps in retail
space along
Martine Avenue

and South Av-
enue and re-
develop the
p r o p e r t y
a l o n g
L a G r a n d e
Avenue and Second Street.

“That way, we will increase
ratables on the block, which will
help achieve the important ob-
jectives of broadening our com-
mercial tax base and in turn
lowering or stabilizing property
taxes,” said Mr. Whitaker.

Mr. Whitaker is seeking a sec-
ond term on the council.

The other Republican candidate,
Carol Wood, a Realtor, is seeking
her first time on the Fanwood Coun-
cil, also praised the new sidewalks
and pavers.

Joel Whitaker

Carol Wood
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Ziff Favors Identifying
Irregular Lots for Use

By Public as Pocket Parks
WESTFIELD —William B. Ziff,

the Democratic contender for the
Second Ward seat on the Westfield
Town Council said this week that he
favors an initiative to
identify certain irregu-
lar shaped lots owned by
the town in the ward and
to make them available
to the public as pocket
parks.

He said such a move
would enhance the resi-
dential character of the
neighborhoods that are
currently threatened by
increased traffic.

“We must come to grips
with the increased traffic
but not at the expense of
turning our suburban streets into city
streets with signs posted every 30 feet
with flashing lights. Aesthetic rein-
forcement of residential character is
not a substitute for law enforcement
and traffic plans. Rather, it must be
considered in conjunction with those
efforts,” said Mr. Ziff.

“An example of this concept was
found while campaigning recently
on Stirling Place, with Democratic
Mayoral Candidate Susan Jacobson

and Councilwoman Claire
Lazarowitz.

“Residents complained of motor-
ist cutting through their neighbor-

hood. We came upon an
irregularly shaped lot,
25-foot by 70-foot posted
sign prohibiting dump-
ing. The lot was clean
but dormant. It is around
the corner from the
Westfield Neighborhood
Council. The lot is suffi-
cient in size to make a
garden, or fit a basket-
ball court or simple be a
pocket park for the block.
We propose the town
lease the premises to the
WNC for 100 years for

nominal consideration or transfer title
for nominal consideration. They will
maintain and use it for their needs. It
will serve as a reminder of the resi-
dential character of the neighbor-
hood to those driving through.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

William B. Ziff
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rs A ladies private refuge. For reading,

a comfortable chair tufted in soft linen

velvet in which to curl. For writing, a

petit secretaire in French cherry and

walnut burl. Earthly tones of sienna,

moss and ochre reminisce the pallet

of Provence. A gracious and warmly lit

enclave in which to retreat and find

sanctuary from the day’s affairs.

DESIGN SERVICES • FURNITURE, CARPETS & ACCESSORIES • ANTIQUES & FINE ART • CUSTOM SHOPS
HISTORIC PATERSON, NJ 973-279-3000 • ON THE COUNTRY MILE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 973-425-5500

G R E E N B A U M
I  N  T  E  R  I  O  R  S

F R O M t h e  W O R K R O O M S a n d  S H O W R O O M S o f

1063 Route 1
732-634-8000

AVENEL

615 Central Ave.
908-928-0800

WESTFIELD

• REDUCE HEATING BILLS BY UP TO 50%
• OIL TO GAS CONVERSIONS OUR SPECIALTY
• OFFER EXPIRES 10/30/00

Since 1947

CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

* YORK + UTILITY REBATES ON A COMBINATION
   PURCHASE OF HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM.

LEFTOVER
AIR CONDITIONER

UNITS ALSO
ON SALE!

Plus...GET UP TO $1070
IN REBATES!*

BIG SAVINGS NOW!

PRE-SEASON

HEATING SALE

NO PAYMENTS OR INTEREST
FOR 12 MOS.!

Fund-raiser to benefit the Westfield Adult School

Attic Treasures

Saturday, October 14, 2000 � 10am � 2pm
Roosevelt School � 302 Clark Street, Westfield

For information call 232-5832

Bring your antique and collector items
to be identified by experienced dealers.

$5 per item

Tues.-Fri. 9:30-5 • Sat. 10-4

VIRTUE TILE COMPANYVIRTUE TILE COMPANY
160 Broad St., Summit160 Broad St., Summit

(908) 273-6936(908) 273-6936

The area’s
first and

finest
collection

of imported
tiles, stone

and marble.Sue Mecca, M.A.
Adult and

Adolescent
Counseling

SPECIALIZING IN:

• At-risk Adolescents
• Chronic Illness
• Life-style Changes

114 South Euclid Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey

908-654-9776


