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DESULTORY
There are many English words that are

classified as being esoteric, because their
meanings are obscure and they are only
used by a few. The word esoteric is a
good example of this special breed and
means “understood by a few: obscure.”
Desultory is also an esoteric word, and
its true meaning provides a mental image
that should help you to remember it.

The source of desultory is the Latin
word desalire, which literally means “to
leap from.” According to several highly
regarded sources, desultory was adopted
from the sense of a circus performer
leaping from horse to horse. The dictio-
nary defines desultory as “moving or
jumping from one thing to another;
disconnected; haphazard.”

Hopefully, the mental picture of a
desultory circus bareback rider will be-
come ingrained in your memory banks,
and will help you recall its meaning by
connecting the word’s literal image with
its current meaning. Our advice regard-
ing an esoterical word, or any word that
you wish to retain, is this: use it and you
won’t lose it!

A distraught mother writes:
My 19-year-old daughter just re-

turned home from one year at col-
lege. She said, “I couldn’t hack it.”
This means that the courses were too
hard. (She took all elective courses.)
She was annoyed because I wanted
her to work for a few hours so she
could pay for any extras she might
need, and she couldn’t concentrate
because she met a boy and spent too
much time doing everything but
studying. “Joy” (disguised name)
now wants me to send her to a col-
lege in Vermont because her boy-
friend is transferring schools and she
wants to be near him. They both love
skiing, so you can imagine what her
priorities are. Joy has always been
able to get what she wants, but I
know she’s dead wrong in her desire
to go to Vermont. What would you
suggest? I should add that I don’t
want her at home doing nothing -
which used to be another problem.

Answer:
Obviously, you and Joy have had

problems long before college. What
was the basis for her going to college
- to get her away from home? Educa-
tion is serious business, and very
costly. Since you feel Joy has not
been motivated to learn, and has
abused her rights at school, I feel your
hesitation to send her to Vermont is
appropriate. You need a better under-
standing of why she wants to go to
school. There seems to be no real
commitment, other than a personal or
social one. I would encourage you
both to go to a counselor before mak-
ing any decision. Some of the issues
to be discussed should include: Why
do you feel helpless with Joy? What
expectations do you have of her, in
life as well as in education? Should
Joy be going to college at this time?
Good luck, and make no decisions
until you are clear and strong enough
to stand behind them.
A senior citizen writes:

I have been married 45 years. (I
am 70 years old.) I am ashamed to
say I have been unhappily married,
but I did not feel it was right to end
a marriage. I am sure that if you were
to talk to my wife, she would say that
she was unhappy, too. Why did we
stay together so long? We have three
beautiful children who are married
and doing well, and we have four
grandchildren. Also we have been
compatible in regard to religion,
travel interests, and mutual friends.
But “Jeanne” (disguised name) has
never been a touchy, feeling person.
I have always felt alone. I have met
a woman and she is wonderful. She
wants me to be happy, and for the
first time, I feel wanted, really
wanted. I want to end up my mar-
riage and take a risk in this relation-
ship, but I feel afraid and guilty.
What should I do?

Answer:
Surely you know I cannot tell you

what to do. I can offer clarification
and some direction. It is unfortunate
that you and your wife hadn’t sought
marital counseling years ago but chose
to live in an unfulfilled marriage,
although you produced wonderful
children. You state that you did not
receive the demonstrative feelings of
love and affection which we all need.
(Did you fulfill her needs in this way?)
It is never too late to attempt to be
involved in a mutually loving rela-
tionship, but there is a difference in
healthy risk-taking and risk-taking
where we let our emotions govern our
intellect (without trying to understand
our motivations and how to best sat-
isfy them). Before making a major
move, I would encourage you to speak
with Jeanne about your feelings re-
garding the marriage. I doubt that she
will be surprised. I recommend that
you both see a therapist ASAP to
better define the problem. With a
healthier understanding, you will
more comfortably make the most ap-
propriate decision - without the over-
whelming feelings of guilt and fear.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Influence of Music Concerns
Parent of Teenage Daughter

Good luck to both of you.
A mother writes:

I beg to differ with you regarding
your response to a question about
Britney Spears several columns ago.
You saw nothing wrong with the
parents (of the girl who likes the
singer) giving permission to buy CDs
and attend concerts where Ms. Spears
appears half-naked in tight-fitting
outfits. I have kept tight rein on my
teen daughter because I do not want
her to think that 16-year-olds should
dress and act seductively, like the
singer. Now my worst fears have
come true. “Dina” (disguised name)
now sneaks home Marilyn Manson
CDs. Did you ever see anything so
vile? I have destroyed the CD. If
Dina cannot accept my rules, I will
send her away to school. I notice you
never include letters in your column
which disagree with you. I hope you
will publish mine!
Answer:

I appreciate your writing to me,
regardless whether you agree or dis-
agree. It is difficult being a parent,
and most parents try to make the best
decisions on setting a structure for
acceptable ethics, priorities, and de-
veloping controls, rules, and limits.
We have to define which “wars to
fight” as we have confrontations with
our developing children. What seems
to be happening here is that Dina and
you are involved in power struggle
issues and Dina will defy you more
and more. Britney Spears and Marilyn
Manson are worlds apart in their re-
spective music and presentations.
Many parents oppose Marilyn Manson
as being rebellious, hostile, and defi-
ant of authority. I feel you have much
more to gain by being more receptive
of Spears; we want Dina to want to be
like, or identify with, you and your
convictions. There’s a greater chance
she will meet you halfway if you
avoid blatant criticism and opposi-
tion. Who knows - you might be
willing to have the two of you listen to
Marilyn Manson and actually talk
and argue about it without threats.
One word about sending Dina to a
school away from home. Do not act
upon this with anger and rejection.
Work this decision out with family
members, a guidance counselor, or a
therapist. We do not want Dina to
leave home with rage and feelings of
rejection - which she will probably
transfer onto others.

NJ Transit Executive Director
Disagrees With Article On Crossways
It was with great disappointment and

concern that I read an article on NJ
Transit’s Crossway Place construction
project in the September 28 edition of
the Westfield Leader. I found the article
inaccurate, unbalanced, and as a resi-
dent of Westfield and Executive Direc-
tor of NJ Transit, feel compelled to set
the record straight.

First, the headline incorrectly blames
NJ Transit for delaying the Town’s abil-
ity to re-pave Crossway Place. Our
project replaced the aging railway trestle.
While building a new trestle, NJ Transit
increased vertical clearance by more
than 18 inches beneath the bridge and
widened the roadway from 12 to 50 feet.

Town officials were advised that once
NJ Transit’s contractor finished the new
trestle, they could proceed to pave the
widened roadway and install curbing.
As most Westfield residents are aware,
traffic flowing beneath the bridge has
had to merge from two lanes into one
because of the narrow passage.

Once the town completes its portion of
the project, residents will enjoy a two-lane
roadway, and a new pedestrian sidewalk.

Before they could begin paving,
Westfield had to make arrangements to
perform utility relocation work. Local
officials have been free to pave Cross-
way since June, when NJ Transit’s con-
tractor completed his work. The unfin-
ished portion of the project remains
Westfield’s responsibility; NJ Transit
cannot perform those tasks. Complaints
that NJ Transit is preventing the paving
are simply inaccurate.

As a resident who traverses Crossway
Place, I can understand some frustration
by my neighbors and Town officials, but
I can assure you that NJ Transit has done
everything possible to make the process
as efficient and painless as possible.

NJ Transit’s work on the project began
in February 1999 and was initially slated
for completion by March 2000. However
weather delays, i.e. extreme cold, did
delay the project. Westfield’s engineer,
whose office is located approximately
100 feet from the construction site, was
advised of conditions causing delays on a
weekly basis. They also knew they could
not begin paving until NJ Transit’s con-
tractor replaced the trestle.

NJ Transit takes exception to com-
ments by Town Engineer Kenneth B.

It’s Time To Get The Job Done
At The Crossway Place Underpass

New Jersey’s United States Senate Seat:
Our Vote Money Can’t Buy

All the hard work has been done by the NJ Transit
engineers and constructors for the much-needed
rebuilding of the railway bridge at Crossway Place in
Westfield. But the total job isn’t done. The project
continues to linger, and the public continues to be
disturbed.

Alas, the Hetfield Bridge in Scotch Plains is now
under construction. Start of this work was delayed as
long as possible, awaiting completion of the Cross-
way work so as to minimize inconvenience to the
public and local businesses of several communities.

So, the time for fooling around at Crossway now
must end. Right now, it seems to be in the finger
pointing stage. The project seems to be in a bureau-
cratic snarl with just several small things left to be
done.

Apparently, some utility poles need to be moved,
a water line needs to be repaired, a telephone panel

needs to be moved, curbs need to be installed, paving
needs to be completed. Exactly what details, if any,
are left to be completed by NJ Transit are unclear to
us.

What is clear to us is that we have no idea who is
in charge of completing the project. This seems easy
to fix. Someone put someone in charge. But, who
does this?

Well, maybe the Westfield Town Administrator
could call Westfield resident and Executive Director
of NJ Transit Jeffrey A. Warsh. They could have a cup
of coffee together at the Westfield Diner and work
things out. The Westfield Town Engineer, whose
office is right at Crossway Place, can provide first-
hand status details.

Then, we’d like to know who’s been put in charge.
Then, we’ll tell you.

Now…. who’s in charge of the Hetfield project?

There’s an eerie silence from those in the know about
the New Jersey election for the United States Senate this
year. Democrats and Republicans alike realize that this
seat has been purchased by Goldman Sachs’ money for
what will amount to be about $70 million.

There’s no elation from the Democrats over the
victory. The Republicans are stunned and paralyzed
in a cold sweat. Many from both parties, as well as
independents, are distancing themselves from the
travesty. For everyone is beginning to realize that this
could mean the end of the political system as they
know it. Democratic and Republican party leaders
sense that this might represent the end to the two-
party system in New Jersey. Their power base could
be destroyed. Money is now in total control.

Independent voters for some time have stopped
voting as they have felt disenfranchised by the politi-
cal system. Those of the two-party system felt that
voter apathy and cynicism were their biggest threat.
But now, even party bosses realize that they too are
threatened by the loss of their power base to this
“leveraged buyout” of the election process.

The forces at work in this purchase of a chunk of

democracy are so powerful that few are brave enough
to stand up and say “NO!” For surely, the retribution
will be sure, swift and complete.

The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains/Fanwood have wrestled with dread of the
consequences if we dare to say something. But then,
we wrestled with dread of the consequences if we
said nothing while all this was happening. We con-
clude that saying nothing would surely result in the
greatest harm.

We believe that the Democratic and Republican
party leaders must join together to put a stop to this
“sell off.” If they’re looking for a good reason, they
only need to consider that their self interests are at
risk - to protect the two-party system. The voters,
Democrats, Republicans and Independents, also must
join together to put a stop to this “sell off.” If they’re
looking for a good reason, they only need to consider
that their self interests are at risk - to save our
democracy.

And while we have our neck stuck way out – this
newspaper does not like those lies told by candidates
either.

Letters to
the Editor

Reader Slams  Council,
Says Deck Referendum
‘Must Happen’ in Town

I add my voice to those who oppose a
parking deck on the north side and call
for a referendum. Westfielders must re-
alize the costs of this structure in terms
of both money and quality of life.

1. Our taxes will increase.
2. Enormous traffic jams will occur

on lower Prospect and Elm Streets.
3. An increased risk of vandalism will

result in a need for additional police
protection.

4. Attractive lower Prospect Street
and Ferris Place will look ugly with a
parking deck.

5. Bright lights around the clock at the
parking deck will be costly to maintain
and an aggravation to the residents in
this part of town.

Bill Darchi suggests voting with a
write-in vote, “NO DECK,” on the No-
vember ballot. This is an excellent sug-
gestion if our unresponsive town gov-
ernment does not give us the referendum
option. Vote for “Reality,” not “Re-
alty,” as Beverly McGrath suggests.

In my 54 years in this town, I have
never known such a high-handed atti-
tude on the part of our town government.
The referendum must happen.

Jane Orto
Westfield

Retired Westfielder Loves
Watching Webcam

I live in Saint Cloud, Fla. I subscribe
to The Westfield Leader and have for a
long time. My wife and I are Westfield
grads, my wife in 1970 and me in 1960.
We have been in Florida since 1976. I
am so homesick. I will forever think of
Westfield as my home. I can’t seem to
get back. Thank you so very much for
the webcam. You may not understand,
but it sure helps.

An avid watcher of the Webcam,
Claude L. Longstreet,

Virginia (Ozimek) Longstreet

Letters to the Editor

Marsh that NJ Transit did not advise
Town officials of the project’s status.
They imply NJ Transit did not respond to
inquiries. NJ Transit has not received
one telephone call, nor one letter from
Westfield officials complaining about
the project’s duration, or the weather-
related delays.

In June, when the job was completed,
NJ Transit made several telephone calls
to Town Hall advising that the work was
done and that the Town was free to begin
paving work.

NJ Transit has been a good neighbor
to Westfield. By replacing the aging rail
trestle at Crossway, we have enabled the
town to make much needed improve-
ments to the road. We also invested $6.1
million to build high-level platforms at
the station, which were completed in
January 1998. Since 1992, NJ Transit
has repainted two rail trestles east and
west of the station at a cost of $650,000.

In researching the Crossway Place
construction issue, the Westfield Leader
failed to report the facts outlined by NJ
Transit. Nor did the reporter advise NJ
Transit derogatory statements were made
about our work. Failing to provide a
balanced story was unfair to NJ Transit,
and your readers.

On the brighter side, we at NJ Transirt
look forward to a continuing partnership
with the Town of Westfield. We are all
in this together to accomplish one shared
goal: to create the highest quality of life
possible.

Jeffrey A. Warsh
 Executive  Director

NJ Transit Corporation

‘Chill Out’ on Kids’
There’s Too Little

Family Time As It Is
I find it distressing that children’s

recreational sports programs as well as
enrichment programs in the arts/educa-
tion that are regularly held on weekends
feel the need to intrude on precious
family time by scheduling classes, games
and practices on holiday weekends. The
family has long been shortchanged by
weekday and evening practices and
games that make sitting down to a fam-
ily meal almost impossible.

We are also encouraged to make the
entire family stay in town on a holiday
weekend for games and practices. Why,
if schools feel a vacation is in order,
cannot sports organizations allow us the
same benefit? We should not feel that to
be involved in sports or other weekend
activities one must sacrifice family time.
When can we schedule an out of state
trip to see grandparents or friends, an
educational and fun family trip to Bos-
ton or D.C. or even a day trip to the city
to trek through museums or the zoo?

It is no wonder we hear about parent
spectators getting out of control on the
sidelines. Watching a soccer game amidst
yelling parents on the sidelines is not
quality family time. And darn it if that
game at noon is right smack in the middle
of the day and we cannot fit any family
activity in that day because of it. Is the
soccer team going to lose its players’
ability to compete in high school athlet-
ics, or not get a scholarship because they
had 14 games in the 3rd grade schedule
instead of 15? Are we telling our chil-
dren: Yes, it is a holiday weekend, you
don’t have school but you have a game
because sports is more important than
school?

I think we all need to chill out when it
comes to kids’ sports and activities. Yes,
they do serve a purpose in a well rounded
childhood, but they should be viewed as
bonuses in life after the responsibilities
to family and school are met. As for us,
we have plans for the Columbus Day
weekend which this year became a four-
day weekend thanks to Yom Kippur. We
will make family memories that will last
far longer than the highlights of another
soccer or baseball game which will just
have to be short a player this weekend.

Julia M. DeSantis
Westfield

Readers Says Freeholders Fool Voters
With ‘Open Space Trust Fund’ Talk

On the November ballot, the Union
County Freeholders will ask us to ap-
prove the “open-space trust fund.” If
approved, it increases the county budget
and results in a tax increase of $40 a year
to each county household. They even
handed a contract to a Middlesex PR
firm to push this issue. I find this all
incredible and insulting.

The ballot lists where the funds are to
be used. The top item says “purchasing
land.” One would believe that this is the
priority. However, Mr. Sanderson, a
county consultant for this issue from the
Loantanka Group, was quoted in The
Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood as saying that, “the
majority of the funds won’t be used for
acquiring land.” This leaves the monies
to be used for maintenance and preser-
vation. Aren’t these items already a part
of the existing county budget? This ploy
smacks of voter manipulation.

In June, Freeholder Chairman Sullivan
bragged in an editorial to all the local
papers about Union County having 26
parks, 5,600 acres of parkland, and 40
miles of walking paths and riding trails.
But now he’s saying we don’t have
enough? Just last year, the freeholders
were considering selling a tract of county
land at Wheeler Park in Linden for a
strip mall near Route 1. The News Record
quotes Freeholder Stender asking us,
“whether we place a priority on preserv-
ing and improving our parks and play-
grounds?” When did we tell them to
ignore our parks? Why are the freehold-
ers forcing us into a situation where the
voters have to choose between a tax

increase and deteriorating parklands?
Why do we now have to pay for their
incompetence?

The freeholders say this will get match-
ing grants from the state. They say 65
percent of the voters approved the state’s
previous “green acres” referendum. Yes,
overbuilding and environmental issues
are always a concern to residents. But
the freeholders should be doing their job
to set up the fund using existing monies
to take advantage of these grants. What
we now are burdened with is an all-
Democratic freeholder board that has
become too lazy and complacent to-
wards our yearly bloated budget. There
is no creative budgeting anymore — just
sneaky tax increases masked as virtuous
issues. The $5 million fund cost is a
minuscule amount when compared to
our yearly county tax budget of $300
plus million. In eight years the county
budget went up 40 percent. In the last
three years, we gave the freeholders
nearly $1 billion in taxes. I’m sure that
this lack of tax control is partly the cause
of the County Manager Mike LaPolla’s
defeat in the congressional primaries
this year.

It is time to send the message. The
freeholders should do what we elect
them to do: Work for the taxpayers. If
this issue is so important to the county,
then it won’t die even if the tax increase
is voted down. They manipulate us to
think that way, to get more taxes and
money to spend. Don’t be fooled.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood


