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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

PRECIOUS FINDS...On Saturday, October 14, the Second Annual Westfield
Adult School Attic Treasures Roadshow will be presented from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield. Ten profes-
sional antique dealers and appraisers will be available to identify,
appraise and evaluate antiques, collectibles, artwork and curiosities.
Dealers from Westfield, pictured left to right, are: Debbie Gatesy of
Golden Bee Gallery, Robert Smith of Westfield Antiques, Reni Hackley
of Betty Gallagher Antiques and Linda Elmore of Linda Elmore Antiques.

3 popcorns

Was it Churchill who said the
greatest battles were originally won
on the fields of Eton? Of course
the great statesman was referring
to the character-building, issue-
solving tutelages of sport — spe-
cifically, football. Their football,
that is. Though we call it soccer,
the two totally different games
begrudgingly share a name in most
of the world. Still, as powerfully
confirmed in Remember the Ti-
tans, the prime minister’s apho-
rism also applies to the gridiron.

But while the hard-hitting foot-
ball action itself is exhilarating,
don’t look for any fancy footwork
in how director Boaz Yakin dis-
penses his thoroughly rousing civ-
ics lesson. Expect no cinematic
triple reverses to highlight the true-
to-life tale of a Virginia high
school’s trials and tribulations as it
integrates its student body, and
thus, its football team, circa 1971.

Rated PG and intended for as wide
an audience as can benefit and be
entertained by its heart-rending ob-
servations, the movie chooses to be
an important film instead of a great
one. What it lacks in style, it makes
up for in substance.

Dealing with race relations in an
environment originally hostile to
change, the director makes most of
his heroes and villains easily dis-
cernible. Perhaps figuring that the
message is too vital to be obfus-
cated by a failed attempt at art,
Yakin’s interpretation of Gregory
Allen Howard’s script rarely dabbles
in the shadows or colors outside
the lines. And the straightforward
mood reflects in the acting.

Will Patton as Bill Yoast and
Denzel Washington as Herman
Boone are football coaches of dif-
ferent color. On a mission, they
are tossed together when the kill-
ing of an African-American youth
prompts the town fathers to disin-
genuously apply some tokenism.
Yoast was the winning coach at
T.C. Williams High School in Alex-
andria, Va., bound for the state
hall of fame before the reverse-
discrimination roof fell in.

But now, and only through
Boone’s sports-savvy behest, he’s
the defensive assistant. Mr. Patton
does a nice job as the top-notch
coach, forced for the good of all
those concerned to sublimate to
his new boss. And it’s not just
because he’s a realist. Both in and
out of character, it is Washington’s
movie.

A fine ensemble cast of young
actors as the players, not only on
the football field, but also in the
social experiment taking place,
portray youthful versions of their
coaches. Ryan Hurst is aces as
team captain Gary Bertier, the sen-
sational white player. Wood Har-
ris is Ju, his black counterpart.
Both rail at Coach Boone’s dictum
that black and white team mem-
bers must spend a certain amount
of time learning about each other,
or be cut from the team.

The getting-to-know-you
scenes, wherein both camps ex-
plore and dispel stereotypes, are
as funny as they are heartwarm-
ing. And adding a novel bit of
spice to the lesson in tolerance is
Kip Pardue as Sunshine, the
quarterbacking, Beach Boyish
transfer student from California
who may or may not be gay. In the
comedy relief position, Ethan
Suplee is Lewis Lastik, a gentle
giant from Bayonne, in search of
identity.

With the various antagonistic
relationships established, the ac-
tion-packed film follows the team’s
exciting exploits from training
camp to The Big Game. Naturally,
every other team in the league is
all white. So of course the ques-
tion is, will the bitterly divided
Titans eventually patch their dif-
ferences and meld into one big
fighting machine? Can they be-
come the entity that will defeat the
forces of bigotry? It’s sort of a
junior version of The Dirty Dozen,
but instead of teaming to fight the
Nazis, the foe is racism itself.

Washington does meritorious
service in the Lee Marvin role. Yet
oddly enough for a movie dealing
in the inequities and prejudices
associated with skin color, the
character study of this fierce com-
petitor is rarely subcutaneous. He
is, with few exceptions, portrayed
as an unyielding tyrant.

The end justifies his means. And
in this case the end is not only
winning football games. It’s about
tearing down the Tower of Babel
that separates humankind. Thus,
the film accords him the dispensa-
tion reserved for pure reformers.
In only one uncertain moment
does he ask his wife (Nicole Ari
Parker) if she thinks he has taken
this winning thing too far. But so
much for introspection. Carol
Boone boosts him right back up
on his pedestal.

In short, Coach Boone is a hero,
an icon. Rumor has it that he
marched with Martin Luther King,
Jr. Unlike the stoical everyman
that Mr. Patton plays, he is an
uncompromising catalyst of
change, reminiscent of the goal-
driven labor organizer played by

Ron Leibman in Norma Rae. A natural
born leader, he knows how to mold
mere mortals for their own good.

It’s first evidenced during pre-
season camp at Gettysburg Col-
lege when the single-minded com-
petitor makes his team run all
night until they reach the famous
battlefield. When they finally ar-
rive, the rising sun is just starting
to unveil the cemetery that this
consecrated land has become. And
the boys are all dog tired. But the
coach’s impassioned recounting
of why those 50,000 sacrificed their
lives is not lost on them, nor on us.

However, despite such stirring
clichés and an inherent predict-
ability — after all, it is a true story-
— director Yakin creates an im-
pressive level of tension via a
thoroughly absorbing, play-by-
play choreography.

Remember The Titans is as much
a sports movie as it is a socio-
historical thesis chock-full of fine
humanitarian ambition. And it
doubtless iterates the noble role
our own “fields of Eton” have
played in fostering understanding
among Americans.

While its inspiring message
may not immediately work to
solve our racial troubles, it is
certain to get the ESPN crowd
off into a movie theater seat.
And then wouldn’t it indeed be
an ironic act of brotherhood if
they bonded there with the PBS
and History Channel folk? We
can only hope.

*  *  *  *  *
Remember The Titans, rated PG, is

a Walt Disney Pictures/Jerry
Bruckheimer Films release directed
by Boaz Yakin and stars Denzel Wash-
ington, Will Patton and Ryan Hurst.
Running time: 114 minutes.
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By Michael S. Goldberger

Remembering the Titans
Recalls Some Giant Steps

READY FOR BALLYHOO...Westfielder Joe Vierno will direct The Last
Night of Ballyhoo which will open Saturday, October 14, at 8 p.m. The
show will continue Fridays and Saturdays, October 20, 21, 27, 28,
November 3, and 4. All performances will begin at 8 p.m. in the Westfield
Community Players theater at 1000 North Avenue in Westfield. Scotch
Plains resident Lynn Krausse is the Stage Manager for the production.
For tickets, which cost $12 each,  please call (908) 232-1221. For benefit
and group sales, please call (908) 232-9568.  Pictured, left to right, are:
standing, Amy Lane Watson, John Dowgin, Jon Heron, John Michael
Lorenzo; seated, Sandy Rudnitzky, Carolyn Slesinski and Sharon Saks.

By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DVDs
This Is Spinal Tap
MGM Home Video

Movie fans have recently en-
joyed a tremendous event as one
of the most important films of all
time was released in DVD format
by MGM Home Video. Yes, I am of
course talking about This Is Spinal
Tap (to what did you think I was
referring, Citizen Kane?)

Arguably the greatest parody of
any genre, and certainly the great-
est take-off of rock n’ roll, the new
DVD version offers fans over one
hour of bonus footage including
hilarious out takes, television com-
mercials and an appearance by
the band on the Joe Franklin Show.
It blows away the laser disc ver-
sion of the film.

Charlie Chaplin:
City Lights, The Great Dictator
Image Entertainment

Some classic Charlie Chaplin films
have been lovingly restored to DVD
format by Image Entertainment. Be
sure to pick up City Lights, which
premiered in 1931 and The Great
Dictator, which came out in 1940.
As Chaplin’s first “talkie” film, it
was remastered from the earliest
remaining negatives in the Chaplin
archive. These black and white
transfers are a sight to behold.

Fargo, Platoon, Amityville Hor-
ror, Six Degrees of Separation

MGM Home Video

MGM has also placed the DVD
version of Fargo on the shelves. This
masterpiece by the Cohen brothers
is one of the best films of the last
decade. As well as Platoon by the
infamous revisionist (see JFK and
Nixon for verification) director Oliver
Stone. The horror flick Amityville
Horror, as well as the Six Degrees of
Separation, starring Stockard
Channing and Will Smith are also
treasures to behold on DVD.

Braveheart
Paramount Home Video

Paramount has just released a stel-
lar version of Mel Gibson’s
Braveheart, which won five Acad-
emy Awards in 1995. The movie tells
the story of one William Wallace
who attempted to liberate the Scot-
tish people from English rule in the
late 13th century. Not only has Para-
mount outdone itself in the re-mas-
tering department but the extras are
fantastic including a documentary
explaining the film from a director’s
perspective which is fascinating for
film aficionados. A job well done
Paramount!

Robert Altman
Nashville
Paramount Home Video

In Nashville, Robert Altman offers
his cynical view of America as seen
through the conflicted world of
country music. There is great com-

mentary from Altman throughout
the film on one of the audio chan-
nels which gives a revealing look at
the political overtones of the film.

Terminator 2: Judgment Day,
Jason & The Argonauts
Artisan Home Entertainment

Artisan sent two action-packed
adventure films in Terminator 2:
Judgement Day, and Jason & The
Argonauts. While T2 had amazing
special effects, it lacked some of the
plot depth of the first film. I was
impressed, however with both the
quality of acting in Jason as well as
the battle scenes. This was an enjoy-
able film to watch. My favorite of the
recent Artisan releases is the DVD
version of Jim Jarmusch’s Ghost Dog,
The Way of the Samurai starring the
fabulous Forrest Whitaker. Whitaker
plays a modern day hit man in New
York City who lives by a special
code of honor.

Boogie Nights
New Line Home Video

New Line Home Video has just
released a 2-disc version of Boogie
Nights, an interesting, nostalgic
look at the adult film industry of
the 1970’s, starring Burt Reynolds,
Mark Wahlberg and Julianne
Moore. There is extended commen-
tary, deleted scenes as well as a new
widescreen transfer which is defi-
nitely the way this film should be
viewed as it is extremely colorful.
Did people actually dress that way
in the ‘70’s?

Natalie Merchant
Live in Concert, New York City,

June 12, 1999
Elektra Entertainment Group

Finally, some great music DVD’s
are out including a live concert from
former 10,000 Maniacs lead singer
Natalie Merchant, who is enjoying a
very successful solo career as evi-
denced by her loyal fan following,
wonderfully captured her in this DVD,
“Live in Concert, New York City June
12, 1999” from Elektra Entertainment
Group. Filmed at the Neil Simon
Theater in New York, Merchant deliv-
ers heart rendering versions of her
hits as well as a splendid cover of
David Bowie’s, “Space Oddity.”

Musikladen,
Volume No. 4
Pioneer Artists Entertainment

Another great Musikladen com-
pilation Volume No. 4 features
Jethro Tull, The Doobie Brothers,
Alice Cooper, and more.

Jackson Browne
Jackson Browne: Going Home
Pioneer Entertainment

In addition, Pioneer also brings
us a great if scattered retrospective
of Jackson Browne entitled, “Jack-
son Browne: Going Home,” tracing
his whole career and features never
seen before studio and live footage.

On the Beat
With  Andy Goldenberg

Arts Association Plans to Present
Two-Hour Workshop Oct. 19

Little Opera Company
Will Include Area Residents

WESTFIELD – The Little Opera
Company of New Jersey audi-
tioned students age 8-18 from
throughout the state to partici-
pate in their production of
Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro.

The students will have a chance
to play with professionals in the
orchestra and sing in the chorus.
The singers have been learning
Italian and rehearsing since the
end of September and the or-
chestra began its rehearsals in
October.

Instrumentalists participating
include cellist Carl Baron, violist
Alexandra Jenkins, and flutist
Kristen Wuest, all of Westfield.
Warren French Horn player
George Lykogiannis is also part
of the ensemble.

Singers from Westfield include
Samantha Hooper-Hamersley,
Samantha Majewski ,  Emily
Sheehen, Amanda Centrella, Tara

Deiesco, Catherine Canfield,
Carolyn Mulvey, Rachel Smith
and Natalie Narotzky.

The Marriage of Figaro will be
sung in Italian and narrated in
English by star of television, stage
and screen, Celeste Holm. The
cast includes bass Frank Basile,
soprano Victoria Tralongo, and
soprano Catherine Spadora.

The performances will be held
on Saturday, October 28, at 8
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, 140 Mountain Av-
enue, Westfield and Sunday, No-
vember 5, at 2 p.m. at The
Boonton High School Audito-
rium on Main Street in Boonton.

Tickets are $25 for adults, $15
for senior citizens and students
and children under 12 are admit-
ted free.

For tickets and information,
please call (908) 654-2006. Tick-
ets may be available at the door.

Sunday Music Series
Will Begin Nov. 5

At Scotch Plains JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey will introduce a
new Sunday Music Series at the
Wilf Jewish Community Campus,
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains beginning November 5.

The music series will feature per-
formances by professional musi-
cians, followed by a social hour
that will allow discussions with the
musicians, as well as refreshments.

The first performance on No-
vember 5 at 2 p.m. will be The Out
of Town Quartet. Consisting of two
violinists, one violist and one cel-
list, The Quartet performs music
from all classical periods, as well as
works that are influenced by jazz
and ethnic styles. Their aim is to
present chamber music and also
introduce their audiences to more
unexpected pieces.

The second performance will be
Broadway’s Fabulous Females on
Sunday, December 3 at 10:30 a.m.
This one woman show, staring
Ruth Kaye, has received top re-
views around the country, in
Canada and in Europe.

The show recreates the leading
ladies of Broadway musicals, in-
cluding complete character and
costume transformations in sec-
onds. Among the selections will
be songs from Oklahoma, Carou-
sel, Guys and Dolls, and My Fair
Lady, as well as numbers from
many of the latest Broadway
shows.

Admission is $21 for adults and
$18 for senior citizens for one
show and $36 for adults and $30
for senior citizens for both con-
certs.

For more information or to re-
serve seats for these programs,
please call Nan Statton at (908)
889-8800, Extension No. 207 or
Sally Gilbert at Extension No. 214.

The JCC of Central New Jersey
is a constituent agency of the United
Way and the Jewish Federation of
Central New Jersey.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ar t i s t
Michael Harnett will present “Deep
Seeing: A Way of the Artist,” a
two-hour workshop on Thursday,
October 19, at 8 p.m. at the

Fanwood Train Station on North
Avenue in Fanwood.

According to Mr. Harnett, “For
the visual artist, the creative pro-
cess is an invitation to develop a
relationship with the world of form.
When we see this more clearly
and understand it our work im-
proves.”

The workshop will be divided
into three parts: seeing into our-
selves, demonstrating deep see-
ing and New Horizon — the com-
puter tool.

Since 1965, Mr. Harnett has been
actively producing works of art.
His work has been exhibited in
the State Museum in Trenton,
Montclair Art Museum and Rutgers
University Art Museum.

In the 1980s, his works was
presented in a one-man show at
the Jubilee Gallery in Brooklyn
Heights, N.Y. His work is in-
cluded in several private and
corporate collections. From 1986-
1995, he owned and directed an
art gallery at the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway where the
works of over 300 artists were
shown.

This workshop, which mem-
bers of the public are invited to
attend, is sponsored by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Arts Association
and is made possible in part by a
HEART Grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Due to limited seating, reser-
vations are required. For more
information or to make a reser-
vation, please call Tom Yeager at
(908) 322-5438.

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEA...Wine cork trivets, bulletin boards, key chains and other unique creations by local
crafter Ed Kuhn of Bernardsville might be just the special gift to put on those holiday shopping lists. The Union
Catholic Parent Guild 11th Annual Holiday Gift Market on Saturday, October 14, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. will
offer special items for the holiday shopper. The Autumn Leaves Cafe will offer delicious assorted sandwiches
for lunch. For more information, please call (908) 889-1600.

Westfield Arts Coalition Plans
Special Forum on School Art Issues
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Coa-

lition for the Arts will present a
discussion on the art, music and
drama programs in the Westfield
school district on Thursday, October
19, at 7:45 p.m. in Room No. 121 at
Westfield High School.

Linda King, Fine Arts Supervisor,
will introduce this year’s new arts
teachers. These instructors will dis-
cuss their plans for the year.

The new teachers are: Robert
Greenwood, Art at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School; Alison Hooper, Art
at McKinley Elementary School and
Franklin Elementary School; Linda
Lavin, Art at Westfield High School
and Jefferson Elementary School;
Toby Eisenberg, Drama at Roosevelt

School; Vivian Kalugdan, Music at
Roosevelt School and Washington
Elementary School; Ed Smith, Music
at Roosevelt School; and Dan Zugale,
Music at Edison Intermediate School
and Jefferson School.

The Westfield Coalition for the Arts
was organized in 1996 to act as an
advocate for the arts in the Westfield
Public Schools. The organization
awards scholarships to high school
seniors and professional develop-
ment grants to fine arts faculty mem-
bers.

The Coalition co-sponsors a pro-
gram by the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra for all fourth grade pupils
and hosts an awards night to recog-
nize all high school seniors involved
in the arts.

For more information, please call
Catherine Marchant at (908) 654-
1540.

performing The Planets by Holst, mu-
sic students Jeffrey, viola and piano,
and trumpet player Tyler, made a
special trip from Long Island to Westfield
to hear the concert - with directions
obtained of course, from the Internet.

“We love this piece so much and
were so excited to find someone
performing it. We heard all of the
information on WQXR and found the
Arts Center in Rahway with no prob-
lem. We would have never guessed
that we would hear such a great
orchestra buried out in the suburbs of
New Jersey.”

Indeed, the “gem” that is the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra has potential
beyond many of our suburban dreams.
Today - UCAC;  tomorrow - NJPAC.

For more information, please con-
tact the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra for subscription or individual tickets
at (908) 232-9400.
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Westfield Symphony


