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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

1325 Terrill Road • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ  •  (908) 322-5555
Complete Nursery • Greenhouses • Landscaping • Silk Plants • Custom Design Services

It’s Worth A Trip From Anywhere To The Award Winning...

Parker Greenhouses
FARM & GARDEN CENTER

WESTFIELD

GS. PARKW
AY

CENTRAL AVE.

TERRILL  RD.

CLARK

EXIT
135

PLAINFIELD
EDISON

WATCHUNG

R
T. 22

SEARS SCOTCH PLAINS

PARKER
GREENHOUSES

The Area’s Largest Garden Center Presents...

Regular Hours: Monday thru Saturday 7-5, Sunday 9-5

WE DO LANDSCAPING • OPEN YEAR ROUND

Helpful Tips & Shopping 24 Hours/7 Days A Week At:

www.parkerplants.com

Don’t Forget Your
Feathered Friends!

Sat. Oct. 14th & Sun. Oct. 15th

30% OFF
SAVINGS UP TO

20% Off a 20lb. Bag of Supreme
Bird Food

25% Off SquirrelAway
Bird Food

1 Free High Energy Suet Cake
When You Buy 5

25% Off All Decorative
Freezone Feeders

30% Off All K-Feeders
Offers cannot be combined. While supplies last

Kids! Make A Bird
Feeder
Ornament FREE

DEBIT

COME JOIN THE FUN!
PARKER UPCOMING EVENTS:

OCTOBER
PARKER UPCOMING EVENTS:

NOVEMBER
4 & 5

11 & 12

PUMPKIN PATCH PARTY
20 Tons of Pumpkins • Pumpkin Coloring

Haunted Hayride – You Will Be  Scared!!

PARKER’S

FIREPLACE “BURNANZA”
Stock Up On Aromatic Wood & Accessories

CHIMINEA

YOUR YARD WEEKEND”
Lights, Lawn Ornaments & More

“LIGHT UP

21 & 22

DECEMBER
2 & 3

WINTER WONDERLAND!
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Check it out on the Web site!

www.goleader.com
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COLTRERA MAKES GREAT SAVES, POPOLA SCORES 2

Blue Devils Regain Momentum;
Bury ‘F’Hockey Farmers, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Regaining momentum of a game,
especially just after losing it is a sure
sign of a winner. Momentum shifts
usually occur shortly after a team-
mate makes an outstanding play or
even several.

Senior keeper Lauren Coltrera
made several of those outstanding
plays just after the Union High School
girls field hockey team took the ini-
tiative early in the second half and
tied the game. The result was an

immediate momentum swing in fa-
vor of Westfield which later yielded
the game winning goal to give the
Blue Devils a 2-1 victory over the
Farmers in Westfield on October 5.

The Blue Devils’ early momen-
tum was initiated early and the final
momentum was capped by junior
wing Christina Popola, who netted
both goals. Popola on an assist from
junior Rachel Wagner, penetrated the
box and whizzed a shot into the net
just 4:40 into the game. Then her
final goal came with 11:46 remain-

ing in the game.
“She did an excellent job today.

She stepped up and put the ball into
the goal,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Maggie McFadden. “That’s what I
have been asking for and she took
advantage of a couple of opportuni-
ties.”

But it was the ferocious and unre-
lenting assaults of the entire Blue
Devils’ offense in the first half which
sent the Farmers back peddling. Only
once were the Farmers permitted to

FRESHWATER RUSHES 141 YDS, 1 TD ; SCHILLER RUNS 101, 3 TD PASSES

Raiders’ Total Team Effort and Variety,
Daze Confused Tiger Gridders, 25-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If it were reasonably possible to get
comments from all the heroes, then
all of the members of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
would have to be given their due. In
one of the few sports where it is
necessary for an entire team to ex-

ecute properly at the same time, the
Raiders did just that and dazed the
confused Linden Tigers, 25-14, in
Scotch Plains on October 7.

If variety can be a spice, then the
Raiders provided all the offensive
spice that Linden could handle. The
Raiders amassed 261 yards rushing
resulting in one touchdown and 145

yards in the air resulting in three
touchdowns. So many weapons were
effectively used that the Tiger’s heads
were just spinning in confusion.

Full of zest, senior halfback Clifton
Freshwater began with a 76-yard
touchdown reception then rushed for
144 yards on 20 carries which in-
cluded a two-yard touchdown burst.

“The line did well. They blocked.
We came together as a team today.
We matured,” expressed Freshwater.

Considering his 76-yard touch-
down run, Freshwater explained, “I
caught the ball and my mind went
blank. All I could see was an open
field. I think we shocked them.”

Junior quarterback Brian Schiller’s
spice consisted of peppering the Ti-
ger defense with six pass comple-
tions for 145 yards and three touch-
downs, and stinging them for 101
yards on nine play action keepers.

“Coach sent me in new plays to
single out the defenders and set up
some mismatches,” explained
Schiller of his passing success. “Also
there was great blocking from the
line the whole day. The play actions
were going great. The (Linden) line-
backers bit on the fake and I just took
the corner. The receivers did a great
job and I had a lot of time back
there.”

“He had a great game,” said Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli of

Schiller. “He made the reads and we
did exactly what we wanted to do.”

Ginger and snap was provided by
junior Andy Pavoni who had three
receptions, two which went for touch-
downs. And, when Schiller needed
blocking on his rushes, Pavoni made
devastating snap, crackle and pop-
ping blocks.

“I love the plays where I go
downfield for a pass and Brian tucks
it because I can do nothing but go up
and lay somebody out,” said Pavoni.
Also, “We practiced all week where

Long Glorious History Gives
Union Edge Over Westfield

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once upon a time, Westfield totally
dominated its football rivalry with
Union. But lately, the series has been
lopsided in favor of the Farmers.

The 39th meeting of the two Union
County football powers will take
place Saturday (1:30 p.m., Gary
Kehler Stadium) and it will be inter-
esting to see which team improves to
4-1 and picks up major power points
in the NJSIAA playoffs chase. Will
the Devils be able to move the ball on
the ground, with Terrance Jenkins,
Diano Reavis, Mike Mroz and Matt
Daly? Will they have to go to the air
with Ryan MacDonald throwing to
Jim Mitchell, Jay Cook and Jimmy
McKeon? Will the defense — led by
safety Mroz, linebackers Matt
Andzell and Dave King, and ends
Paul Johnston and Matt Brinkman
— come up with another solid effort,
as it has in all four games so far?

The Westfield-Union series began
in 1930, when Bob Duncan’s second
WHS team rolled to a 40-0 victory.
But the teams didn’t meet again until
1948, when another WHS power-
house, led by Rick McGinley and
Sam Mitchell under coach Joe Free-
man, romped 33-13.

During the first 19 meetings, West-
field came out on top 15 times but
things changed dramatically in 1981.

The Blue Devils won 17-14 on Hal-
loween Day but Union won 14-0 at
Giants Stadium in a North Jersey
Section 2 Group 4 playoff game. And
the Farmers wouldn’t lose to WHS
again until 1998! That was a string of
17 straight games — many of them
not close — until the Todd Dowling-
Tom Langton-Lamont Turner team
posted a dominating 29-10 victory at
Kehler Stadium.

Union leads the series 22-16, in-
cluding last year’s 41-21 romp. Here’s
a look at some of the great games in
the series.

1930: Westfield 40, Union 0: Lee
Waring, a first-team all-state selec-
tion, had four touchdowns and kicked
four PATs, while Dom Urciuoli ran
for two scores as Duncan’s team
improved to 4-0-1 on the way to a
sectional co-title, with Hackettstown
(the school of future WHS coach
Gary Kehler).

1948: Westfield 33, Union 13: Sam
Mitchell threw a school record four
touchdown passes (since tied by Bud
Mueller and Joe Monninger), two to
Tony Carnevale, as the Blue Devils
won their 17th straight game (the
streak would end the following week
against West Orange).

1953: Union 7, Westfield 0: The
Farmers’ first win in the series, after
six defeats, came in the Sept. 26 opener
at Biertuempfel Field. A third-period

TD by Gerndt was the lone score.
1973: Westfield 35, Union 7: The

series started up again after a 17-year
absence, after Union joined the
Watchung Conference. Glen Kehler
ran for 131 yards a scored three
touchdowns (plus five PAT kicks) to
lead the Devils to their 44th straight
game without a loss.

1975: Union 12, Westfield 10: In a
titantic defensive struggle, Union,
led by future NFLer Larry Kubin,
hung on for the win, snapping WHS’s
25-game home win streak. Kubin
scored a touchdown and led a de-
fense that limited Westfield’s run-
ning attack to under 100 yards.

1976: Westfield 17, Union 15: The
Blue Devils won on the road, rally-
ing behind Frank Kelly’s 76-yard
touchdown run (he finished with 145
yards) and K.C. Knobloch’s 25-yard
field goal (following a blocked punt
by Rick Sampson). Kubin scored a
touchdown and kicked a field goal
for Union.

1980: Westfield 10, Union 6: Mike
Henry scored on a 66-yard run and
Mike Lasher kicked a 37-yard field
goal in another defensive gem. Line-
backers Mike Fenlon and Chris
Drabin led the Devils’ defense.

1981: Westfield 17, Union 14: The
Blue Devils raced to a 17-0 lead
behind the running of Paul Leifer
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‘KOS’, LAFORGE NET ONE GOAL, ONE ASSIST EACH

SP-F Soccer Raiders Ground
Plainfield Cardinal Girls, 6-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Improving all of the time, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team dazzled the Plainfield
girls with a barrage of shots and walked
away with a 6-0 grounding of the
Cardinals in Plainfield on October 4.
Jill Koscielecki and Kellie LaForge
both netted a goal and an assist to lead
the Raiders.

With the exception of, perhaps,
two occasions, the Raiders spent the
entire game shelling the Cardinal
keeper with shots from every direc-
tion which resulted in a very busy
day and 22 saves for her.

Freshman Michelle Fischer scored
the first goal three minutes into the
game on an assist from Jackie Fiorino.
Five minutes later, Koscielecki rippled
the net on an assist from Rene Zidonik.
Then Erin Bushinger, on an assist
from Kelly LaForge, tapped in the
third goal of the first half.

Still in the first half, other ex-
amples of the shelling came from
sophomore Megan Reddington, who
broke loose down the middle and
ripped a shot just past the goalie and
just to the right of the near post, and
Kerri Quinn, who rocketed a shot
just over the crossbar.

“The girls have been playing well
recently with a big win over Kearny
and a good game with Somerville,”
said Raider Head Coach Frank Butz.
“However, I was a bit upset about all
of the offsides we had in the first half.

And on some of the breakaways, we
should of had another girl come up

so we could pass off,” to become
more effective with a two-on-one
situation.

The second half yielded three more
goals but there were less offsides and
more controlled crosses. The Cardi-

nal goal area became a
shooting gallery as the
Raiders attacked from the
left and right sides and
crossed to teammates,
who penetrated the
middle and blasted away.

Only a minute into the
half, Tracey Fitzgerald
burst through the middle
and bounced a shot that
just missed wide left. But
she later made up for the
miss by scoring the fifth
goal. Two minutes into
the half, LaForge scored
the fourth goal with a left-
footed hopper into the left
corner of the net just off
the keeper’s fingertips.
Then Fitzgerald, on a
slide kick from about
seven yards out, skid the
ball into the left corner of
the net.

The final goal was initiated with a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ANYONE’S BALL…Raider Jill Koscielecki, front,
battles for the ball with a Cardinal.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SOILING FARMER TURF…The Blue Devils put plenty of pressure on the Union Farmer goalie. Christina Popola, No.
17, scored both goals for Westfield. Katy Onishi, No. 20, backs Popola.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ON FOR ANOTHER BIG GAIN…Raider Clifton Freshwater, No. 21, gallops for
another big gain against the Tigers. Freshwater rushed for 144 yards and one TD.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
KICKING THE EXTRA POINT…Raider Doug Gillie, No. 3, boots the extra
point while Raiders Gary Cousar, No. 5, Andrew Pavoni, No. 33, and Chris
Sensor, No. 72, hold off the Tigers.


