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SERVICE TO SENIORS…Representatives of the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross stand
beside transportation service vans as the chapter prepares to kick off its Motor Works program to transport senior
citizens to medical and professional appointments. Pictured, left to right, are: Robin Piesco, American Red Cross board
member; senior board member Ernest Winter; Chapter Chairman John Tabachnick and board member Edward Gottko.
See story on Page 7.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
BESTOWING BLESSINGS…The Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi was
marked at The United First Methodist Church of Westfield and at churches
around the world. Pets visited the Westfield church to be blessed during a
special service conducted on the lawn. Pet owner Isabelle Kruesi of Westfield
brought Fredina, her leopard gecko, to the blessing.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

BOE Aims to Approve
December Bond; Voters
May See Two Questions

By LAWRENCE HENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After making a surprise Septem-
ber 30 deadline from the State De-
partment of Education, Westfield’s
school board “has a docket number”
for a $15.5 million December 12
bond referendum, according to Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. William
J. Foley.

The last time Westfield voted on a
school bond, in 1998, similar issues
were involved. The district, con-
fronted with increased enrollment,
had to renovate and enlarge a num-
ber of elementary schools.

This year’s referendum focuses
primarily on expanding and renovat-
ing Westfield High School. This time,
said Dr. Foley, “All this work we’ve
been doing at the elementary schools
has to have an impact on the high
school. The students are going to get
to the high school eventually. You
talk to middle school parents, and
they’re very much aware of it. The
math is simple. In this year’s fifth
grade, I’ve got 473 kids, and in this
year’s 12th grade, I’ve got 322.”

In 1998, an $11.7 million referen-
dum was approved by a margin of
almost three to one, with 3,751 out of
about 19,489 registered voters in
Westfield taking part.

Board of Education President
Darielle Walsh expects a similar turn-
out this year and a similar result.

“It will probably be well sup-
ported,” she told The Westfield
Leader. “Of course, parents are very
aware of the enrollment (increase).
When we had our previous referen-
dum, we told parents we’d take care
of the elementary schools, then come
back for the high school. So it’s not
a surprise to anyone, because we
always said that.”

A bond referendum issue was de-
feated in 1995, Mrs. Walsh recalled,
when the board first brought up in-
creasing enrollment in the district.

This time, however, “It doesn’t
seem, so far, that this bond proposal
is controversial,” she said. In 1995,

“There was a segment of the commu-
nity who honorably believed that
there was not an enrollment prob-
lem. No matter how much we talked
about projections and demographers,
they did not believe it. Now, it’s very
obvious. Obviously, the children are
here and that needs to be addressed.
That’s what we’re doing with this
bond.”

Mrs. Walsh and Dr. Foley pointed
to the recent back to school night
held at the high school as a positive
indicator for the referendum’s suc-
cess.

“There were a lot of parents in the
high school (that night) who were
aware of what has been completed -
windows, lavatories, and some hall-
way renovations,” said Mrs. Walsh.
“And they were also looking at some
spaces where we were proposing
renovations. The feedback was very
positive.”

Dr. Foley noted that a draft of the
high school renovation had been
made available at that back to school
night, and that “there were more than
1,000 parents there.”

At Tuesday’s meeting, the board
reviewed a second facet of the dis-
trict construction agenda, plans for a
girls’ field house to be built at Kehler
Stadium.

“The engineer was there,” Mrs.
Walsh said, “and went over some
very preliminary plans.”

At this point, Mrs. Walsh added, the
board has still not decided whether to
present funding for the field house
as a separate question, or whether
it will be rolled into a single ques-
tion covering high school renova-
tion. l. She expected this decision
would be largely settled at the next
board meeting on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 17.

At the board meeting the previous
week, architect Jim Fariday coun-
seled the board to “Go for it” and
apply for supplementary state fund-
ing for every aspect of the construc-

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
LET’S WALK TO SCHOOL TOGETHER...Marking National Walk Our
Children to School Day, parents escorted their children to Westfield’s
elementary schools early yesterday morning. Pictured, above, students
proudly walk with their moms near Kimball Avenue on the way to Wilson
Elementary School. This nationwide event was celebrated in town as a
chance to rediscover walking to school as a safe and healthy way for parents
to spend quality time with their children. All walkers were asked to wear
something red to be particularly visible to passing cars. Westfield Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim revealed that he hoped the walk would send the message
that drivers should decrease their speed and be considerate of pedestrians,
children and bicyclists. In a special raffle, Andrew Felix, a first grader at
Washington Elementary School, won the prize of  having Mayor Jardim
escort him to school. Andrew is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Felix.

Leader, League of Women Voters
Co-Sponsoring Candidates’ Forum

The Westfield Leader will co-
sponsor a candidates for Westfield
Mayoral and Town Council candi-
dates with the League of Women
Voters on Thursday, October 26 at 8
p.m. in the auditorium of Roosevelt
Intermediate School, 301 Clark
Street. Bonnie Ruggiero of the
League of Women Voters will mod-
erate with questions posed by the
press and the public as well as from
the audience.

The Leader and League are still
working on details for a
Mountainside Borough Council
candidates’ forum.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood will co-sponsor candidates
night forums with the Westfield Area
League of Women Voters for mu-
nicipal office candidates in both
communities over the next few
weeks.

Fred Rossi, a reporter for The Times,
will moderate the debate between
Scotch Plains Mayoral and Township
Council candidates slated for 7 p.m. in

Funeral Services Held for Michael W. Fox, 51
Long-Time Political Figure in Westfield

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Funeral services were held Mon-
day for Michael W. Fox, 51, a CPA
and partner in Allorto, Fox & Co.,
LLC. Mr. Fox died at his home on
Monday, September 25.

Mr. Fox’s death was the subject of
shocked and surprised pre-meeting
conversation at the September 26
Westfield school board meeting.
Many people had not yet heard the
news. Darielle Walsh, board presi-
dent, explained that Mr. Fox, who
was divorced and lived alone, had
died at home, and hadn’t been dis-
covered for two days.

“He didn’t call in at work,” she
said, “and they didn’t think any-

thing of it until the second day.”
Westfield Democratic mayoral

candidate Susan Jacobson, a former
school board president, recalled Mr.
Fox as someone who “was very spe-
cial to me. His death is a tragedy, a
loss for all of Westfield.”

Mrs. Jacobson and Mr. Fox served
together on the Westfield Board of
Education and continued their
friendship after he left the board.
Mr. Fox was on the board from 1992
until 1994 and served on a number
of committees, including chairing
the Budget and Finance Commit-
tee.

Mr. Fox served as Mrs. Jacobson’s
campaign treasurer in her bids to
remain on the Board of Education.

She said, “I would have loved to
ask him to be my campaign trea-
surer (for her mayoral bid)” but,
with Mr. Fox being a committed

Republican and she a Democrat,
she could not do that. That, she said,

�They (his children) were his
first priority. He was very civic-
minded and loved the town of
Westfield. He enjoyed serving
the town and people in town,�

--Westfield School Board Member B. Carol Molnar

is one thing she enjoyed about the
Board of Education; partisan poli-
tics does not come into play.

Mrs. Walsh said, “as a board mem-
ber, I always found him to be very
thoughtful and very thorough.”

Robert W. Cockren, Chairman of
the Westfield Town Republican
Committee said, “(Mr. Fox) was a
loyal and dedicated member of the
Republican Party and his efforts and
his support will be missed.”

Mr. Cockren recalled Mr. Fox be-
ing treasurer on a number of cam-
paigns, including that of Assembly-
man Richard H. Bagger.

B. Carol Molnar also served with
Mr. Fox on the Board of Education.
She recalled him as being someone
very dedicated to his kids.

“They were his first priority. He
was very civic-minded and loved
the town of Westfield. He enjoyed
serving the town and people in
town,” she said.

Mrs. Molnar cited his involve-
ment in Main Street Westfield and
the Rotary Club in addition to a
period serving as Chairman of the
Board of Health.

Mr. Fox is survived by two daugh-
ters, Erica and Courtney.

Spending Quality Time
On the Way to School

the Township Council Chambers
on Wednesday, October 11.

The candidates forum for
Fanwood Borough Council can-
didates will be held Friday, Octo-
ber 20 at 8 p.m. in the Borough
Council Chambers. The debate
will be moderated by Horace
Corbin, Publisher of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

INDEX
A&E...............Page 22
Business..........Page 18
Classifieds..... Page 21

Editorial ........ Page 4
Education ...... Page 8
Obituary ........ Page 10

Political..........Page 3
Social ............ Page 6
Sports ............ Page 13

Council Set to Take
Action to Hike

Permit, Meter Fees
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council is set
to introduce an ordinance Tuesday
night to increase parking permits
and meter fees for the downtown
business district.

Town Council members have agreed
to raise commuter and employee per-
mits to $65 per month, or $780 per
year. Individuals who pay annually
will receive a 10 percent discount,
reducing the monthly fee to $58.50.

Assistant Town Administrator James
Gildea said the council still has to
discuss fees at the Watterson Street lot.

Also, on-street and municipal park-
ing lot meter fees are set to be doubled
from 25 cents to 50 cents an hour.
Hours of operation will be extended
to 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday through
Saturday. The cutoff is currently at 6
p.m.

Town Administrator Thomas Shan-
non said the increases are necessary in
order to set up a revenue stream in
advance of the construction of a park-
ing deck on parking lots 1 and 8,
located at Prospect and Elm Streets.

Rich and Associates has projected a
$300,000 deficit in the first year of
operation, with that number declin-
ing until the town breaks even in the
fourth year. Mr. Shannon said he be-
lieves collecting additional revenue
for a year and extending meter hours
will eliminate operating deficits.

Admitting his proposal for deck
construction is an aggressive one,
Mr. Shannon told council members
that he would like construction to
begin on the 600- to 800-space, $8.7
to $11.5 million deck by early 2001.
He said it is important that the facil-
ity is ready for the 2001 holiday
shopping season.

Council members debated but did
not come to a conclusion on whether
they should seek proposals for the
design phase for the parking struc-
ture, as per the town’s new ordinance
for professional services.

The ordinance requires that the
town seek proposals from several
firms to ensure “open and fair” com-
petition for professional services.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said he
believes the council appointed Rich
and Associates to lead them through
the process leading to the construc-
tion of a deck.

“This is an extension of an existing
contract,” he said.

Mr. Shannon has also indicated
that he would prefer to retain Rich
for the next phase of the contract.

Town Attorney William S.
Jeremiah, 2nd said he believes the
design phase of the project is a differ-
ent service than the site location and
architectural work completed by Rich
and Associates, and thus would re-
quire the town seek other proposals.

Council members Gregory S.
McDermott and Carl A. Salisbury also
favored seeking proposals from other
firms before awarding the contract.

On another matter, Town Engineer
Kenneth B. Marsh said the town is
ready to begin improvements to
Westfield’s surface parking lots. He
said lot 5, located behind the Rialto
Theatre, will be resurfaced and re-
striped. The lot is also slated to be
changed from meters to a pay station
operated lot.

Lot 2, at the train station, will be
completely reconfigured, with brick
walkways and crosswalks to be
added. Lot 2A, located along the
railroad tracks, will be repaved and
re-striped.
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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SYMPHONIC BLISS…As part of its Caravan program, the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra performed Hansel and Gretel for children at the Fanwood
branch of Children’s Specialized Hospital. From the wide grin of the boy
pictured above, it is clear that a good time was had by all of the children at the
facility.

tion and renovation. He said he has
never before seen the State Depart-
ment of Education “throwing money
around” the way it is now.

Under a new state education fund-
ing act passed in July, the state will
reimburse districts for up to 40 per-
cent of qualified construction and
renovation expenses.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Bond

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Postal Employee Sues SP Post Office;
Alleges Sexual Harassment, Retaliation

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Scotch Plains
resident Joan Donovan has filed a
lawsuit with the U.S. Federal Dis-
trict Court against her former em-
ployer, the Scotch Plains Post Office
charging it with discrimination un-
der the Equal Employment Opportu-
nities Act. The suit names the U.S.
Postmaster General as the defendant,
as required by law.

In the suit, Ms. Donovan accuses
her former supervisors, Andre
Addison and Scotch Plains Postmas-
ter Elvoid Christmas, with threaten-
ing her with dismissal for being dis-
abled in retaliation for an earlier
sexual harassment complaint that she
filed against the supervisors. Ms.
Donovan has Multiple Sclerosis
(MS).

The Post Office recently fired Ms.
Donovan, charging her with forging
and altering doctor’s notes, which
she adamantly denied doing.

In January of 1998, Ms. Donovan
complained to her supervisor, Mr.
Addison, that a co-worker, Emil
Anthony was repeatedly sexually
harassing her on the job.

Ms. Donovan told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that Mr.
Anthony “flashed me. He had an
erection.”

Mr. Anthony told The Times that
the investigation cleared him of any
wrongdoing and he denied sexually
harassing Ms. Donovan or anyone
else.

“I’m just a friendly guy. Ms.
Donovan misunderstood my actions.
I never sexually harassed anyone and
the report findings support that,” Mr.
Anthony stated.

According to Ms. Donovan, Mr.
Addison neglected to act appropri-
ately on her complaint and told her to
stop complaining. Ms. Donovan took
her complaint against Mr. Anthony,
and against Mr. Addison for failing
to respond appropriately, to the Post
Office’s Sexual Harassment Review
Committee, which conducted an in-
vestigation.

According to Ms. Donovan’s law-
yer, John Cranor of Scotch Plains,
the Sexual Harassment Review Com-
mittee issued a report, which found
that Mr. Anthony engaged in sexu-
ally inappropriate behaviors and that
he admitted to sexually inappropri-
ate behaviors with Ms. Donovan as
well as other women on the job. The
report could not determine, how-
ever, whether Mr. Addison and Mr.
Christmas failed to act appropriately
because both supervisors denied any
prior knowledge of the problem.

“Mr. Addison vaguely recalled her
mentioning a sexual harassment com-
plaint only one time, very briefly,
along with a long laundry list of
other complaints,” said the Post
Office’s Public Relations Officer,
Tony Musso. “At the time, Mr.

Addison did not think this was a
significant problem.”

After the investigation, Ms.
Donovan said, her supervisors re-
peatedly threatened her with dis-
missal and harassed her in other ways
due to her MS, which, she claimed,
was never an issue before the com-
plaint. According to Ms. Donovan,
she was an exemplary employee with
many performance accommodations
in her file. The harassment by her
supervisors became so severe that
Ms. Donovan took a temporary leave
of absence due to emotional stress.

“Mr. Addison would force me to
work without punching in and gave
me job assignments that were outside
the scope of what I was supposed to be
doing,” Ms. Donovan claimed.

Ms. Donovan said that there were
numerous complaints launched against
Mr. Addison for his unprofessional
and harsh attitude in dealing with em-
ployees and for Mr. Christmas’ failure
to resolve the conflicts. In May of
1999, many of Ms. Donovan’s co-
workers and several postal employees
from other towns picketed the Scotch
Plains Post Office as a show of support
for Ms. Donovan’s complaints against
the supervisors.

Ms. Donovan said that she received
numerous calls from the Post Office’s
Labor Board over the course of many
months telling her that if she wanted
her job back, she would have to sign
a statement that she had “poor per-
formance” and a “poor attitude” as
well as “behavior problems.” Ms.
Donovan refused to sign the state-
ments, because they were untrue, she
said.

“I didn’t feel that I should have to
compromise my principles and ad-
mit to lies in order to get my job
back,” Ms. Donovan commented.

Last week, the Post Office fired
Ms. Donovan; the letter she received
from them stated that they were
charging her with falsifying, altering
and forging doctor’s notes. Ms.
Donovan adamantly denies this
charge and says that she has doctor’s
letters to prove her innocence.

“The Post Office didn’t even give
me an opportunity to prove the doc-
tors’ notes were valid. They just ac-
cused me without any kind of fair
hearing or chance to respond.”

Tony Musso, Public Relations Of-
ficer for the Post Office confirmed
that Ms. Donovan was fired for falsi-
fying and forging doctor’s notes.

The Post Office’s Labor Relations
Board, however, denied any knowl-
edge of making Ms. Donovan an
offer to sign a statement of any kind
to get her job back, according to Mr.
Musso. They also do not have any
knowledge of the pending law suit,
Mr. Musso confirmed.

“The Post Office has a zero-toler-
ance policy regarding sexual harass-
ment,” Mr. Musso confirmed. “We
acted very quickly and took these
complaints seriously,” he added.

Ms. Donovan charges that the Post
Office did nothing to reprimand or
warn Mr. Anthony after the investi-
gation was concluded.

“We should have both been sent for

counseling after the investigation,”
Ms. Donovan remarked. “Instead, the
Post Office gave Mr. Anthony a per-
formance award the week after the
investigation concluded. That was like
a kick in the face to me.”

Ms. Donovan, whose temporary
disability fund has run out, said that
she just wants her job back. The
Postal Worker’s Union is advocating
for her in this matter.

“I can’t collect unemployment
because they fired me and I’ve lost
all of my benefits. They are leaving
me no choice but to sue them to get
my job back. That’s all I want,” Ms.
Donovan stated.

BEAUTIFYING CLARK PARK...Westfield Recreation Commission members Sal Antonelli, third from right, and Peter
Echausse, fifth from right, met with the Clark Park Neighborhood Association to listen to ideas on how to beautify the
park. Improvements will be funded from a $10,000 grant from Union County’s Pocket Park program. Attendees
unanimously decided to plant new or replace existing cherry trees to re-commemorate the Westfield residents that died
in World War I. With input from the town’s arborist, funds will also be applied to flower bulbs and perennials to give
the park additional color in the spring and fall.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
• Ebony Clarke, 32, of Durham, N.C.,

was arrested at East Broad Street, and
Natasha Miller, 25, of Clayton, Ga., was
arrested at police headquarters on two
counts each of shoplifting.

The pair are charged with having shop-
lifted $2,091 worth of merchandise from
an East Broad Street store on September
14, and with taking another $726 worth
of merchandise from the same store on
the day of their arrests. Each posted
$1,000 bail and was released.

• Clifford Lawson, 42, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing $76 worth of clothing from an East
Broad Street store and with hindering
apprehension after he allegedly hid the
merchandise in a garbage can belonging
to a nearby store. He was being held on
$500 bail.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
• It was reported to police that some-

one used a stolen credit card on three
separate occasions to acquire $812 worth
of merchandise from a North Avenue
store. No one had been charged at press
time.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
• Kevin Atkinson, 41, of Plainfield

was arrested at South Avenue and
charged with hindering apprehension
and possession of drug paraphernalia,
plus driving with a revoked license and
without insurance. He was released on
his own recognizance.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
• A Lawrence Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of his cellular telephone
from an East Broad Street eatery.

• A resident of Fourth Avenue re-
ported that the letter “X” was carved
into the driver’s side rear door of her
motor vehicle while it was parked at an
Elm Street supermarket.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
• A bicycle valued at approximately

$90 was reported stolen from the
southside Westfield train station.

• Two employees of an Elm Street
restaurant reported that they were
assaulted by a third worker at the
establishment. Police had not charged
anyone in connection with the inci-
dent as of press time. The victims
sustained abrasions but did not re-
quire hospitalization, authorities
said.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1
• A Marlboro Street resident re-

ported that the outside driver’s door
mirrors were damaged on two ve-
hicles which were parked in front of
his house.

• A Burrington Gorge resident re-
ported that an unknown individual or
persons scratched the paint on the hood
and passenger side of her vehicle while
it was parked in an Orchard Street drive-
way.

• An individual reported that he
dropped his cellular telephone, valued
at approximately $100, in the parking
lot of an Elm Street supermarket and
that when he went to retrieve it, the
telephone was gone.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2
• A Morristown resident reported

that his 1994 Honda was entered
through a rear window while it was
parked in a municipal lot behind a
group of East Broad Street stores. A
brown wallet, personal papers and sun-
glasses – valued altogether at approxi-
mately $300 — were reported missing
from the car.

• A vase of unknown value was re-
ported stolen from a Boynton Avenue
apartment.

• A Codding Road resident reported
that his motor vehicle sustained dents
and scratches while it was parked on his
street. Two tires on the vehicle were also
deflated. While it is believed the sus-
pects entered the vehicle, there was no
indication that anything was stolen from
it.

• A Dorian Road resident reported
that someone had entered her house
numerous times since August and had
removed silver coins. The following day,
she reported that someone unlawfully
entered her vehicle and unlatched the
hood.

Castles of England and Wales
To be Library Lecture Focus
MOUNTAINSIDE – Archaeologist

Ian Burrow will give a lecture and slide
presentation on “Medieval Castles of
England and Wales” on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 10, at 7:30 p.m. at the Mountainside
Public Library.

Funded by the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, the program will
offer a chronological survey of the many
existing castles in Great Britain. The
lecture will also emphasize structural
changes through time and points of ob-
servation to look for when visiting in
person.

The Mountainside Public Library is

located at Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside. This program is free and
open to the public. To reserve seating
space, please call (908) 233-0115.

Neighborhood Council
Plans Bridge Lessons
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Neighborhood Council, located at
127 Cacciola Place, will offer free
bridge lessons beginning at 12:30
p.m. on Tuesday, October 10, with
Sylvia Ballat of Westfield as the
instructor.

The council is a private, non-profit,
community-based social service or-
ganization that has served the com-
munity since 1969.

For further information and to pre-
register, please call (908) 233-2772.

Welcome Wagon Slates
Oct. 11 Coffee Event
WESTFIELD – The Welcome

Wagon Club of Westfield will host a
new member coffee on Wednesday,
October 11, at 8 p.m. in the home of
one of its members.

Women who are new to the area,
just had a baby, are newly married or
just looking to make new friends are
invited to attend.

The club is a non-profit organiza-
tion which provides a variety of day-
time and evening activities for
women and their families from
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Clark, Cranford and
Garwood.

These activities include monthly
dinners, couples social events,
children’s activities and play groups,
along with community service.

Anyone interested in attending the
upcoming coffee, or in more infor-
mation about the club, may call Laura
at (908) 928-1093. Interested indi-
viduals may also visit
www.westfieldnj.com/welcome.

Thrift Shop Reveals
Upcoming Coat Sale
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Service League Thrift Shop will hold
a coat sale starting Wednesday, Oc-
tober 11. A large selection of men’s,
women’s and children’s fall and win-
ter coats will be featured.

Patrons may also purchase fall and
winter apparel, jewelry, shoes and
accessories. All profits will be do-
nated to local charities.

The Thrift Shop is located at 114
Elmer Street in Westfield and is open
Tuesday through Saturday, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Seniors Announce Date
For Annual Bazaar

WESTFIELD – The Manor Park
Tenants’ Association of the Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing will hold its
annual bazaar and flea market on Satur-
day, October 14, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The event will be held in the Commu-
nity Room of the housing complex at
1133 Boynton Avenue in Westfield.
Handmade items and crafts; new and
used clothing; household items; jew-
elry; books and homemade baked goods
will be featured. A 50/50 raffle will also
be available.

Used items will be sold at a “white
elephant” table. Boutique (new) and
gift items will also be showcased during
the event.

For additional information or direc-
tions to the building, please call Susan
Lampert at (908) 233-1733.

Mr. Lesher and Mrs. Cozzi
To Head United Fund Divisions

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dents John C. Lesher and Wendy
Cozzi are head-
ing major divi-
sions for the
United Fund’s
2000 campaign.

Mr. Lesher has
returned as
Chairman of the
Advance Gifts
Division for the
ninth year, while
Mrs. Cozzi will
lead the Major
Gifts Division.

“Both Mr.
Lesher and Mrs.
Cozzi have dem-
onstrated a great commit-
ment to Westfielders and we
are pleased to have them on
board to head up the 2000
teams,” said Linda Maggio,
Executive Director of the
United Fund.

“Each division is vital to
the success of our campaign
and these chairmen will play
a critical role in helping us
reach this year’s goal of
$640,000.”

Mr. Lesher, the President
of Haverford Realty in New
York City, is a 24-year resi-
dent of Westfield and a veteran
United Fund worker.

Originally from Pennsylvania, he
received his undergraduate degree
from the University of Scranton and
his master’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration from the Wharton
School of Business at the University
of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Lesher is a former member of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
Board of Directors and the Westfield
Jaycees. He and his wife, Dr. Tina

Lesher, a member of the United Fund
Board of Trustees, have three chil-

dren.
The Major Gifts Division is a

segment of the campaign re-
sponsible for soliciting dona-
tions from 800 residents who
have previously given from $50
to $150 to the United Fund.

Working with Mrs. Cozzi are
Sherl Brand, Rita Marino,
Doreen Ceasrine, Deirdre
Gelinne, Susan Dunn, Anne
Lamar, Candice Marvin, Ellie
Colucci, Denise Ricci, Carol
Geraghty, Dianne Smith, Ge-
nie Pankow, Nancy Vickers,
Renée Tishberg, Pat Heinbokel

and Meg Rodriquez.
Mrs. Cozzi has

been a resident of
Westfield for 10
years. Originally
from Newton
Square, Pa., she at-
tended the Shipley
School in Bryn
Mawr. A graduate of
Trinity College in
Hartford, Conn.,
Mrs. Cozzi was a
buyer at Macy’s and
the Strawbridge &
Clothier Depart-
ment Store in Phila-

delphia.
A veteran United Fund volunteer,

she currently serves as Vice Presi-
dent of the Wilson School Parent-
Teacher Association. She and her
husband, John, have two children.

For information on the United
Fund, please call Mrs. Maggio at
(908) 233-2113.

Wendy Cozzi

John C. Lesher

Marigolds Author Due
At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library has announced that
Paul Zindel, an author of novels for
young adults, will present a program at
the library on Sunday, October 22.
beginning at 2 p.m.

The event, made possible through a
donation from the Hylan family, is
intended for an audience of students in
grades 6 and up, as well as adults.

Mr. Zindel, who won a Pulitzer Prize
for his play The Effect of Gamma Rays
on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds, will
discuss how he develops ideas for his
stories, as well as the creative and
technical writing process.

An autograph session is scheduled
for after the presentation. Books will
be available for purchase or attendees
may bring their own copies of Mr.
Zindel’s books.

Seating is limited. Tickets are re-
quired for admission and will be avail-
able free to Westfield Library card hold-
ers at the Children’s Reference Desk
beginning this Saturday, October 7.

Any remaining library tickets will
then be available to the general public
beginning Saturday, October 14. The
library is located at 550 East Broad
Street. For further information, please
call (908) 789-4090.

Author and Missionary
To be Guest Speaker

At Upcoming Breakfast
WESTFIELD – Lorna Kelly, author

of “The Camel Knows the Way,” will be
the guest speaker at the Holy Trinity-St.
Helen Rosary Altar Society annual Com-
munion Breakfast on Sunday, October
15, following Holy Trinity’s 9 a.m. Mass.

The Communion Breakfast will be at
The Westwood on North Avenue in
Garwood.

Ms. Kelly, an auctioneer, missionary
and author, will discuss her trips to
India and Cairo, where she worked as a
volunteer with the Missionaries of Char-
ity. She also met and corresponded with
the late Mother Teresa and was a wit-
ness at her beatification. Ms. Kelly will
have copies of her book for sale and will
autograph them.

For information and tickets, please
call Rose Russo at (908) 232-9047. All
women are invited to attend.
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

COLUMBUS DAY CLEARANCE

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com

Open To The Public

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

Wesley Allen Beds
on Display

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely


