
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, October 5, 2000 Page 9

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Echausse Says Upgrade
Urgently Needed for Parks

Samuel and Tripet Propose Plan to Address
Traffic Speeding Concerns in Township

SCOTCH PLAINS — Geri M.
Samuel and Pete Tripet, Scotch Plains
candidates for Mayor and Township
Council, respectively, stated in a joint
press release this week that the vol-
ume and traffic speed on roadways in
Scotch Plains is a major concern of
residents.

“We concur with the view of Scotch
Plains townspeople that traffic has
increased in recent years and that the
need to adhere to posted speed limits
needs addressing,” the candidates
stated.

Councilwoman Samuel stated that,
“There are potential solutions and
they don’t necessarily mean the ex-
penditure of significant local prop-
erty tax dollars. Tapping the minds
of local residents to help find rem-
edies is one viable way to find rem-
edies.

“For example, while I had the privi-
lege to serve as mayor in 1999 the

town council held a well-advertised
and well-attended meeting for resi-
dents in the vicinity of Raritan and
Rahway Roads. A large number of
neighborhoods residents out to voice
their ideas for safety improvements
at that intersection. As a result, new
signs were installed, and some shrub-
bery and other natural growth
trimmed back. As Mayor I listened to
the thoughts of the people,” Council-
woman Samuel stated.

Mr. Tripet reported that while walk-
ing door-to-door traffic concerns has
been one of the most frequent topics
by residents, especially as it involves
the safety of children around the
schools during morning arrival and
afternoon pick-up times when traffic
is congested.

“In some residential areas the
neighborhood children walk to the
schools while those farther away get
car rides to school. Those who live in

these neighborhoods lament that
many who drive children to school
speed through the streets leading to
and from the school, thereby expos-
ing children who walk to the neigh-
borhood school to potential, in-
creased danger,” Mr. Tripet added.

Mrs. Samuel and Mr. Tripet have
proposed a review of the deployment
of existing police and other traffic
personnel at critical sites at peak
traffic times; meetings with repre-
sentatives of the board of education,
traffic personnel and parents; addi-
tional and brighter signs near schools
and other township areas; meetings
with residents of impacted neighbor-
hoods to hear their concerns and
garner possible solutions; and meet-
ings with officials of other munici-
palities and affected residents when
a traffic concern involves a roadway
linking Scotch Plains to a neighbor-
ing town.

WESTFIELD — Westfield needs
an aggressive, long-term plan to up-
grade and maintain its active and
passive parks, according to First Ward
Republican Town Council candidate
Peter Echausse.

This past spring, as a member of
the Recreation Commission, Mr.
Echausse said he recommended that
the Commission look into creating a
Master Plan for the town’s parks.
The plan would provide the Town
Council with a comprehensive re-
port that examines the physical state
of the town’s parks and gives recom-
mendations for capital improvements
to the fields.

Last month, the Recreation Com-
mission adopted Mr. Echausse’s Mas-
ter Plan concept by creating a Master
Plan Subcommittee of which Mr.
Echausse is a member.

“This plan will give the town a
long-range view as to how to im-
prove our existing fields and possi-
bly identify sites for new parks,” said
Mr. Echausse.

“One site I hope the Master Plan
Subcommittee will explore is the
2.8-acre KopCoat site on South Av-
enue next to Sevelle’s, although en-
vironmental issues are an obvious
concern. It’s possible that this prop-
erty could qualify for the Brown
Fields program, in which federal,
state and local monies are used to
redevelop abandoned manufacturing
sites and convert them into viable
parks or athletic fields,” the candi-
date explained.

Mr. Echausse said using Brown
Fields money is similar to a proposal
by Republican Mayoral candidate
Gregory S. McDermott to use state
grants for recreational purposes. He
also supports Mr. McDermott’s plan
to create a full-time park mainte-
nance crew that would be funded on
a cooperative basis between the town
and school district.

So far this year, through the Pocket
Park program, the Recreation Com-
mission has completed or is in the
process of completing the full reno-
vation of Sycamore field which in-
cludes re-sodding the soccer field

and replacing the children’s play-
ground; building a bathroom and stor-
age facility at Gumpert park; im-
proving the baseball and softball
fields at Tamaques Park; and  build-
ing a bathroom facility at Tamaques
Park.

“Pocket Park money has also been
used to upgrade our passive parks by
installing aerators at the ponds in
Brightwood Park and additional
plantings at Clark Park,” said Mr.
Echausse.

Massage Therapy
Student Clinic

Therapeutic Massage Training Center
560 Springfield Avenue, Westfield

Approved by the NJ Department of Education
Member AMTA & ABMP

$25 per hour

by appointment only – (908) 789-2288
October 14 • Call for Additional Dates

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

GOP Freeholder Slate Fears Catastrophe
If New York Trash Comes Through County

WESTFIELD — The three Union
County Republican Freeholder can-
didates warned of an environmental
catastrophe for as plans to haul five
billion pounds of New York City
garbage annually through the county
moved closer to reality.

After the construction of a garbage
transfer station received preliminary
approval from the Linden City Coun-
cil, GOP Freeholder candidates Wally
Shackell, Esther Guzman-Malcolm

and Al Dill said if the All-Demo-
cratic Union County Freeholder
Board signs off on the project, county
residents would be forced to pick up
the tab for any spills.

“Five billion pounds of New York
City garbage being carted through
Union County is a frightening
thought. Transfer station officials
estimate that safeguards will ensure
that 99 percent of the garbage makes
it safely from barges to the transfer

station. But if just 1 percent of that
garbage is spilled, you don’t have to
be a math genius to figure out that
county taxpayers will be paying to
clean up 50 million pounds of trash
annually, not to mention putting up
with the smell,” Mr. Shackell said.

On a related issue, Ms. Guzman-
Malcolm noted a recent accident on
Route 78 near Clinton, where traffic
was tied up for hours after a truck
carrying medical waste overturned.

“Is this the kind of problem we’re
going to be facing in Union County?”
she asked.

“Last year, the Democratic Free-
holder Board approved a medical
waste facility in Linden and this year
they’re set to approve a transfer sta-
tion there,” Mr. Dill added.

“I don’t see the benefit in bringing
five billion pounds of trash through
the county annually. If there are good
reasons for doing it, I believe Union
County taxpayers at least deserve an
explanation of what the Freeholder
Board is going to approve and how it
will affect them, from the environ-
mental hazards to the clean-up costs,”
he said.

Mr. Shackell said the lack of a
Republican on the Freeholder Board
for the past few years has made it
easy for Democrats to keep poten-
tially volatile issues, such as garbage
transfer stations, from the public
view.

“Right now, there’s no opposition
on the Board, and thus there really is
little accountability to the public,”
he said.
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