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CRANK
When major crimes are reported

in the media, the police and news
gathering services frequently receive
calls from people confessing respon-
sibility for them. Such people are
called cranks. Join us as we crank up
the origins of this peculiar behavior.

The word cranky existed way back
in the old English language period
(450-1150) and meant “ill tempered,
peculiar, and crazy.” The source of
cranky was probably the crane, “a
bird with a long twisted neck,” which,
because of its shape, provided us
with the name of the device used to
crank up the old Model T Fords.

The use of the word crank to de-
scribe “a person with an obsession”
appears to have been the invention of
Charles Gateau who assassinated
President James A. Garfield in 1881.
Gateau referred to himself as a crank.
The newspapers of that era picked up
on the word and the media has used
it ever since to describe those eccen-
tric people bent on confessing to
headline crimes. Currently, the word
crank is generalized to mean “any
peculiar or eccentric idea or action.”

Councilman Tarquin Bromley Embodied
Meaning of Public Service and Dedication

While the position of a council member in this area
is a part-time one, the responsibilities that go along
with serving on a local council make it closer to a full-
time job. Many council members have regular jobs.
They often have to juggle their schedules to ensure
that they can efficiently perform in both roles.

A council member has to handle much much more
than a once-a-week meeting. There are numerous
meetings and consultations with other governmental
officials in town, there are the requisite ribbon-
cutting ceremonies, there are hours spent addressing
citizens’ concerns, and those once-a-week council
meetings can last well into the night.

Councilman Tarquin Bromley’s untimely death
last week robbed Scotch Plains of a strong advocate
for the township’s interests and of an individual who
seemed genuinely to enjoy serving on the governing
body. In his 21 months on the Township Council, Mr.
Bromley, who served as Deputy Mayor in 1999, was
not shy about making his views known on a number
of touchy matters. Those included his strong defense
of the need last year for a local property tax increase,
his questioning of the wisdom of a zero tax increase
this year, his questions and summation statement
during the Club Malibu liquor license renewal hear-
ings earlier this year, or his thoughts on matters
pertaining to the local board of education. He said
what he thought, and he was an active participant in
council discussions and debates.

But Mr. Bromley, who was elected to the council in
1998 along with fellow Democrats Geri M. Samuel
and the late Franklin Donatelli, also seemed to enjoy
many of the less-contentious aspects of being a mem-
ber of the governing body. He seemed to take special
delight when the council recognized younger residents
for their achievements, whether it was making Eagle
Scout, winning a competition or being honored in
some other way. He welcomed residents’ questions
and comments at the council’s regular meetings (even
sometimes at late hours), and sometimes would jok-
ingly chide residents for not speaking up more often.

Mr. Bromley also seemed to get a kick out of the idea
that government can be a positive thing. Several times,
he would give the council a verbal pat on the back for
seeing a process through from proposal to reality,
whether it was the completion of a park’s renovation or
a road repaving program. He obviously liked being
involved and helping to do good things for Scotch
Plains.

Those who saw Mr. Bromley sworn into office in
January of last year also could see the special affec-
tion he had for his wife and son. After the ceremony
that day, his young son took the microphone and
cheerfully extolled the virtues of his father, who was
moved to tears by his son’s words. Scotch Plains was
fortunate to have Mr. Bromley on the Township
Council, and his dedication to the position and the
enthusiasm he brought will be missed.

Letters to the Editor

From the Desk of Scotch Plains
Mayor  Martin L. Marks

Open Space Protection:
A Two-Part Proposal

Letters to the Editor

Scotch Plains Resident Appreciates
Series on Property Tax, Lauds Mayor
In recent editions of The Times of

Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Scotch Plains
property taxes were discussed in three
consecutive front page articles. I would
like to thank you for bringing clarity to
the issue.

A significant number of our residents
tends to ignore the fact that our property
tax is generated from three separate en-
tities: county, municipal and school, with
the school portion making up almost 66
percent of the total. The Township Coun-
cil, County Board of Freeholders and the
Board of Education have separate juris-
diction in the setting of the rates that
make up the total property tax package.

In the series of articles, the municipal
taxes and the 2000 budget process was

addressed, and you commented on the
less contentious process in relation to
the 1999 fiasco. I agree with you. Not
only was the budget process less conten-
tious, but it showed greater sensitivity to
the needs of taxpaying residents. I highly
commend Mayor Martin Marks and the
Republican council majority for freez-
ing the municipal taxes this year. I ap-
plaud the decision that has been long in
coming.

I sincerely hope that we can look
forward to four more years of fiscal
responsibility and concern when Martin
Marks is returned as Mayor in our next
election.

R. Elizabeth Mangan
Scotch Plains

Borough Reader
Disputes Ferguson’s

Commercial
I’m not amused by Mike Ferguson’s

campaign commercial in which he calls
my town “Taxwood.” He probably thinks
it’s a clever way to attack his Democatic
rival, Maryanne Connelly, in his effort
to win a seat in Congress.

Fanwood’s municipal taxes were quite
stable during Maryanne Connelly’s years
as mayor. By contrast, this year’s mu-
nicipal tax hike is a product of the new
Republican administration in Fanwood.
What does Mr. Ferguson have to say
about that?

I don’t expect Mr. Ferguson to offer
an explanation for his shallow
“Taxwood” commercial. I realize he just
wants to avoid talking about the real
issues for as long as possible.

Tom Plante
Fanwood

Township Police
 Thank Residents

For Donations to PBA
The members of PBA Local No. 87 of

the Scotch Plains Police Department
would like to thank all the residents and
businesses that generously donated to
make our 2000 Fund Drive a success.

We did not use a professional
fundraising service, so we can guarantee
that 100 percent of your donations will
go to support many worthwhile commu-
nity projects. These include the Sick and
Death Fund and the Bulletproof Vest
Fund of the officers of the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

We remind residents that we do not
solicit funds by telephone. Residents
should feel free to call Police Headquar-
ters if they have any questions or con-
cerns about any phone solicitations they
may receive concerning the Police.

The Membership of the Scotch
Plains PBA Local No. 87

For the last several years in Scotch
Plains and throughout the State of
New Jersey, much has been said about
the effort to preserve our open spaces.
The voters of New Jersey opted to set
aside tax dollars in an Open Space
Trust Fund that can be used to pur-
chase land and have it maintained as
public open space.

The citizens of Scotch Plains fol-
lowed suit last year when they
adopted by referendum a plan that
would set aside municipal funds for
open space preservation. We were
the first community in Union County
to take such a step, and this year the
County Freeholder Board will ask all
the citizens of Union County to con-
sider a similar proposal.

Without a doubt, New Jersey Su-
preme Court decisions regarding “Mt.
Laurel” affordable housing mandates
have put an unbelievable strain on
communities such as ours to build
more homes on our remaining open
spaces. Now, with these State,
County, and Municipal Open Spaces
Funds becoming available, we have
the resources to fight suburban
sprawl.

In Scotch Plains, we have identi-
fied two needs and focused them on
one project.

First, the increased number of chil-
dren participating in outdoor recre-
ational activities such as soccer and
baseball has created a tremendous
need for additional ball fields. This
was pointed out last year when Coun-
cilman William F. McClintock, Jr.
and myself introduced our “Recre-
ation Plan for the 21st Century.”

Development of these ball fields
would accomplish our recreational
goals, while at the same time pro-
tecting valuable open space from
developers.

Second, there are those in the en-
vironmental community who feel we
should be doing everything we can to
preserve open spaces in their pristine
condition. I agree. To that end, I
recently announced an initiative that
would establish a new “Conserva-
tion Zone” here in Scotch Plains in
addition to our residential and busi-
ness zones where our parks, ball
fields, schools and administrative

buildings exist.
It is my feeling that we can create

this new Conservation Zone for some
of our publicly owned land where no
development of any kind can take
place. In other words, leave the land
in its pristine wooded condition. We
can also seek to use some of the
aforementioned open spaces funds to
purchase wooded land and assign it
the new conservation zone. A dialog
has already been started with our state
representatives to return state funds to
Scotch Plains for this noble purpose.

In the very near future, a public
hearing will take place at a Scotch
Plains Township Council meeting to
discuss the ordinance that will bring
the Conservation Zone into exist-
ence. I am looking for the support of
our Planning Board, our Environ-
mental Commission (who planted
the seed in my mind for this idea),
and the public at large at the hearing
in order to see this plan to fruition. I
encourage you to participate in this
process. It has the potential to make
a significant impact on our Township
for many years to come.

Thanks to SP Fire Department
For Block Party Appearance

Former Mayor Boothe Says Town
Should Pass Scooter Helmet Law

Last week a youngster died of
head injuries in Elizabeth while riding
a scooter. I hope this tragedy will
inspire the Town Council to adopt an
expanded helmet ordinance. Inspired
by former Councilman Jim Hely a
decade ago, Westfield was the first
municipality in New Jersey to pass
such an ordinance for bicyclists. At
the time, there was considerable de-
bate and testimony about personal
freedom versus the safety benefits of
helmet use. The State Legislature
since then has enacted a measure
similar to Westfield’s.

Incidents like the child’s death are

a tragedies for the victims, family
and friends. Apart from this, a cold
hearted analysis clearly points out
that treatment and insurance costs
for head injuries are incredible. Pub-
lic servants must act on these reali-
ties.

The council can read the minutes
of the past and track the present State
bike helmet law to help them de-
velop an ordinance to include scoot-
ers, skate boards and roller blades,
too. I urge them to do so.

Bud Boothe
Westfield

On September 9, Channing Avenue
and surrounding residents had our an-
nual block party. The volunteer fire de-
partment of Scotch Plains made the day
extra special for our children. They
showed up with a fire truck and let the
children and some adults explore and
learn about fire safety. We all really

appreciate the Scotch Plains Fire De-
partment; not only did the children learn
about fire safety but they also learned
about being part of a community. Thanks
again.

Maggie Yawger
Scotch Plains

Two More Readers Call
For Deck Referendum
We wish to add support to the idea of

Harrison Watson, Jr., in his letter to The
Westfield Leader calling for a referen-
dum regarding parking deck construc-
tion in downtown Westfield.

The deck issue is controversial and
has been kicked around for decades, as
indicated by former Mayor Boothe. Resi-
dential taxpayers (majority), along with
commercial taxpayers (minority), should
be represented in making the final deci-
sion.

In our opinion, we do not need any
more traffic congestion than already
exists. Benefits will accrue chiefly to
business properties. Any benefits to
homeowners would be offset by higher
taxes. Long term financial commitments
should be decided by all the people of
Westfield.

Ed and Lyn Kole
Westfield

Resident Hails SP Revitalization,
Calls for Diverting Truck Traffic

As a resident of Scotch Plains, I’m
excited about the changes coming to our
downtown area — aesthetically pleas-
ing street lights, benches, planters, trash
receptacles and banners. It’s also nice
that these changes are not being funded
via taxes imposed on the town’s resi-
dents. This is clearly great news for the
entire town, particularly local businesses.

More needs to be done, however. With
our downtown getting spruced up and
ready for more customer traffic, the traf-
fic that I see increasing in the downtown
now is, unfortunately, that of large noisy
trucks going up and down Park Avenue.
Who hasn’t been at an outdoor event that

was blemished by a loud dump truck or
moving van thundering by? All the
changes to the downtown are to make it
more pedestrian friendly, but it is hard to
have a pedestrian friendly downtown
when, at times, you cannot hold a con-
versation over the truck noise.

It is critical that we, as a town, take the
necessary steps to divert this traffic off
of our main street so that we can truly
enjoy its “hometown feeling.”

Ken Greenman
Scotch Plains

Member, Scotch Plains Down-
town Task Force

Corzine Gives Everybody Something -
Why Not His Income Tax Returns?

Coming from someone who is willing
to give every pressure group some sort
of federally funded program, it seems
that the only thing Jon Corzine will not
give the public is his tax returns. Why is
he so afraid of his tax returns being
scrutinized by the public? Is it because,
as a businessman, he often put his own
self interest above the interest of the
public?

If this is the case, then it explains why
his platform is ridden with all sorts of
social programs that pander to every
conceivable interest group. This way, he
could atone for the sins of his past life
and thereby fool people into believing

he is a bleeding heart liberal.
Unfortunately, for Corzine, the voters

of New Jersey are smarter than this, and
by hiding his tax returns, he will per-
petuate the notion that he is a phony.
Disclosure is something that, to quote
Governor Whitman, “is required by good
conscience and common sense.” If Jon
Corzine does have a good conscience, he
will release his returns now and let us,
the people he wants to represent, judge
for ourselves what kind of man Jon
Corzine really is.

Theodore F. Trumpp
Fanwood

Thanks to Leader for ‘Inclusive’
Coverage of Local Athlete Dodge

I just wanted to commend Dave Corbin
on the article he wrote about the Meet of
Champions — not because you were
doing an article with my son CJ in it, but
for your choice of phrasing. Your head-
line was something like, “Two athletes
from Westfield make the Meet of Cham-
pions.” It just tickled me to have CJ
reported on as one of the athletes instead
of talking about one student and CJ
being in a wheelchair, or about one ath-

lete and one disabled participant.
Thank you for reporting on his ability

and including him like any other athlete.
It was a first for any disabled athlete I
know, and it’s a credit to you and your
perception of the event. You’ve helped
the cause of inclusion more than you
know and I’ve told everyone I know
about you.

Susan Dodge
Westfield

More Letters
On Page 19

Westfield Does Not Have West Nile — Yet
Here’s How the Testing Procedure Works

Somewhere in the national Centers for Disease
Control in Atlanta, there is a big, large-scale map of
the Northeast, showing (maybe in red) municipali-
ties that have passed a certain threshold testing level
for West Nile Virus.

Westfield and its surrounding communities in the
regional health district (Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, Springfield and Roselle Park) have
not yet reached that threshold — though some towns,
including Westfield and Springfield — are getting
close.

A municipality reaches the “positive” threshold
when five dead birds test positive for the virus. The
CDC has ordered municipal health officers to stop
testing birds after they get five positive tests. Dennis
McGowan of the state Department of Health and
Senior Services has explained that further testing, in
the CDC’s view, “is not an effective use of re-
sources.”

It costs too much, and it proves nothing that hasn’t
already been proved, in other words.

According to Westfield Health Officer Robert M.
Sherr, according to the state report issued on Septem-
ber 22, “Westfield has four (positive bird tests).
Fanwood, zero. Garwood has one. Mountainside has
zero. Roselle Park has three. Springfield has four.”

Northern New Jersey residents naturally worry.
Who wouldn’t? The epicenter of this mysterious
virus appears to be Staten Island, which is right next
door. New Jersey just had its first human death from
the virus last week. The West Nile Virus manifests
itself through symptoms which greatly resemble an

ordinary cold or flu.
And it’s disconcerting to see a crow stagger across

your lawn and then die, as one Westfield resident
reported two weeks ago.

The testing procedure here has been frustrating. The
Health Department contracts with the Associated Hu-
mane Society of Newark for testing. Associated Hu-
mane is overloaded, and, according to reports of health
officials, doing a poor job of keeping up with testing.

So what can you do? And what should you avoid
doing?

Mr. Sherr explained that, “The biggest thing resi-
dents can do is eliminate breeding areas for mosqui-
toes, standing water around their properties. That’s
number one.”

Second, “The prime time for the (infection-bear-
ing) mosquito being out is dusk and dawn. So if
you’re going out at that time, wear long clothing or
insect repellent.”

Mr. Sherr urged residents to continue to report dead
crows and sparrows to Associated Humane at (973)
824-7080. Associated Humane will do its best to pick
up reported dead birds within 24 hours. If the bird
remains in place longer than 24 hours, a test can’t be
done. Mr. Sherr said residents can double-bag any
uncollected or deteriorated bird carcasses and put
them in the trash.

“Residents should be informed that in no way can
they pick up West Nile Virus from a crow, whether it’s
infected or not,” Mr. Sherr emphasized.

To get the virus, you have to be bitten by an infected
mosquito.


