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Arts & Entertainment

CDC�s Godspell Aims to Renew
Message of World Peace, Love
CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-

matic Club (CDC) will open its
2000-2001 season with the musi-
cal Godspell. Based on the Gospel
of Matthew, this modern retelling
is a celebration of music, mime,
comedy and slapstick. Perfor-
mances will be held at 8 p.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays, October
13, 14, 20, 21, 27 and 28. All tickets
are $15.

This production originally
opened off-Broadway in May 1971
before moving to the Promenade
Theater on Broadway and 76th
Street where it ran for 2,124 perfor-
mances.

Godspell’s official Broadway pre-
mier took place on June 22, 1876 at
the Broadhurst Theater where it
ran for 527 performances. A film
version was made in 1973 with
Victor Garber and David Haskell.

CDC’s production will include
theatrical elements from the 50s,

60s, but mostly from the 70s.
Through song and dance, the show
aims to teach with parables and
lessons how peace and love can
rule the world.

Godspell’s Grammy-winning
score includes “Day by Day,”
“Learn Your Lessons Well,” “All
Good Gifts,” and “Turn Back, O
Man.”

The cast, directed by Janice Lynn
Schuhan, includes performers of
diverse religious backgrounds all
united in the goal of carrying a
message of understanding and
acceptance from community to
community.

The CDC theater is located at 78
Winans Avenue in Cranford off
Centennial Avenue. For reserva-
tions and further information,
please call (908) 276-7611.

Town Book Store to Host
Westfield Author Oct. 7
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store of Westfield will offer a spe-
cial author appearance this week-
end, Saturday, October 7, from 1
to 3 p.m. Westfield author Roger
Lowenstein will be in the store to
promote his new book, “When
Genius Failed.”

Autographed copies may be re-
served for those who cannot at-
tend. For more information, please
call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535.

Members of the CDC Godspell cast: Tiffany Wilson, John Schweska and Ed Wittel.

SILVER MEDALIST IN THE WATERCOLOR TOURNAMENT…Former
Westfielder Burton Longenbach received the New Jersey Water Color
Society Silver Medal of Honor for his painting, “Place in PA.” A retired
supervisor of art in the Cranford Public Schools and a long-time member
of the Westfield Art Association, Mr. Longenbach resides in Clark. The
Silver Medal of Honor is granted annually and is the New Jersey Water
Color Society’s highest award.

WESTFIELD – Executive Direc-
tor of The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO), David Wroe
Music Director and Conductor,
recently announced that the en-
semble has just received four ma-
jor grants.

The WSO was one of 10 recipi-
ents (the only orchestra) of the
proceeds of the annual Governor’s
Tennis Tournament. Other Union
County recipients include the
Union County Arts Center and the
Carolyn Dorman Dance Ensemble.

The second grant comes from
PNC Bank to underwrite the costs
of our 2000-2001 soloists, Paul
Davis, flute, November 11; Umoja
Dance Company, February 3, 2001;
and Ryu Goto, violinist, March 10,
2001. The grant also provides for
partial funding of the design, print-
ing, and mailing of the WSO’s
season brochure.

The WSO recently received a
major grant from the Westfield

Foundation to underwrite the costs
of a chamber orchestra and solo-
ists for the First Night Westfield
concert on December 31, 2000 at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. This grant celebrates the
newly established partnership be-
tween the WSO and the Arbor
Chamber Music Society. In addi-
tion, the Foundation awarded a
grant to support the WSO’s ambi-
tious marketing program.

Merck & Co., Inc., through the
Merck Foundation, awarded the
WSO a grant to underwrite the
artistic costs of the group’s open-
ing night concert on Saturday,
October 7, at 8. p.m., at the Union
County Arts Center.

The concert will feature music
from Williams’ “Suite from Star
Wars,” Beethoven’s “Triple Con-
certo, op. 56,” with members of
the Arbor Chamber Players—
Lenore Fishman Davis, Artistic
Director and pianist, Sara Parkins,
violinist, and Michael Kannen,
cellist.

While Mr. Moore was not at
liberty to reveal the individual
amounts of each grant, he noted
that the total of all grants is $77,400.

Romance Author Plans
Visit to Westfield Library

WESTFIELD – Romance author
April Kihlstrom will visit the
Westfield Memorial Library on
Sunday, October 15, at 2 p.m.
Her appearance is the first in a
series of programs known as
“Spotlight on New Jersey Au-
thors,” that will be presented at
the library throughout the next
year.

As a Regency Romance author,
Ms. Kihlstrom writes books set
in the Jane Austen time period of
1811-1820. During her presenta-
tion, she will be dressed in the
clothing of that era and will de-
scribe how this setting affects
her writing.

Ms. Kihlstrom has published
27 books and is known for her
strong women characters, witty
dialogue and high spirits.

This event, as part of the Spot-
light on New Jersey Author se-
ries, is free and everyone is in-
vited to attend. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 789-
4090 or visit the library at 550
East Broad Street.

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Woman on Top
Not Above Criticism

2 popcorns
Into an 85-minute movie about

Isabella, a chef whose straying spouse
cheats on her, measure equal amounts
of sex, food and passion. Add just a
hint of European film sensibilities.
Mix in a hefty dose of Latin influence.
Garnish with eye-teasing shots of
Bahia, Brazil, where the lady cook
hails from, and San Francisco, where
she flees with the notion of finally
being appreciated, personally and
culinarily.

Then, adorn this would-be roman-
tic delicacy with a salty title a bit
more suggestive than necessary. And
finally, don’t blame it on the bossa
nova when the whole cinema souffle
falls flat; at least Louis Bacalov’s mu-
sic endows Woman on Top with a
uniquely identifying spice. But fail-
ing to follow the recipe for smart
filmmaking, director Fina Torres ex-
cludes the key ingredient: a good
story.

Written by Vera Blasi, Woman on
Top is actually more of an idea than a
fully thought-out fable. It
sophomorically informs that love is
the answer. Yet we’re never quite
sure what the question is.

Nevertheless, in the casually
haughty way of artistic efforts that are
convinced of their altruistic message,
the movie focuses on its pretty scen-
ery, melodious score, and attractive
protagonist lovers. It lazes in its gauzy
ambiance and sensual mood. And
yes, love may be all we need. But like
marriage, romantic comedy also re-
quires witty dialogue.

In any case, this is also an instant
American success story. There she
was back in Brazil, stuck in the kitchen
making her ungrateful husband rich
and famous. And now, in the United
States hardly more than a week, she
unintentionally charms a TV producer
and winds up with her own cooking
show.

Serving as a side dish to the main
course of events, the television ex-
ecutive (Mark Feurerstein) hopes to
win the gourmet gal’s affections.

Penelope Cruz as Isabella and
Murilo Benicio as Toninho exude a
creditable amount of chemistry as the
4-star chef and the cavorting restau-
rateur-husband who follows his
woman- scorned to San Francisco.
But their lame conversations hardly
make them Tristan and Isolde. Give
me Ma and Pa Kettle any day. Not
these two glamorous dullards. No
wonder they’re having trouble.

Like the film in general, their rela-
tionship is tied in with some convo-
luted lore, inexplicably but most mys-
teriously connected to the sea.

This makes for a few underwater
shots, supposedly artistic but prima-
rily pretentious. And an interjected
aura of mysticism is as curious as it is
inconsistent; sometimes the deus ex
machina plops down, sometimes not.

Expectedly, spells and incantations,
inadequately explained, also play a
major role in the “she loves me, she
loves me not” aspects of the tale. For
instance, upon Isabella’s arrival in the
city by the bay, where she conve-
niently bunks with childhood friend,
Monica, a transvestite and intended
comic foil portrayed by Harold
Perrineau, Jr., the pretty lady angrily
cooks up a gourmet potion. It’s pur-
ported to rid her of any feelings she
may still have for Toninho. And it’s
irreversible. But if we’re to believe
that, then what’s the plot purpose of
hubby’s incessant entreaties?

Because you have to give the cad
credit. Whether he is or isn’t contrite
for all his past sins, Toninho sure
makes a grand show of it as he tries
to win back his wife. In one of those
unexplained bits of cinematic whimsy,
the spurned spouse instantaneously
hooks up with a local mariachi band
after washing up on the Barbary Coast.
And he proceeds to serenade Isabella
up and down the streets of San Fran-
cisco.

Naturally, the zeal of this Latin
troubadour is not lost on the TV
bigwigs who, in a sitcom twist of fate,
decide that a little sexual tension
might make the hit food show even
more popular. They sign him.

The comely epicure is thus put in a
pressure-cooker situation, so to speak.
Either learn to deal with Toninho or
fall prey to his magnetism and give
up show biz in the bargain. However,
it is at this point when we begin to
suspect that the gastronome doth
protest too much. Maybe her love,
chili pepper hot as it is, cannot be
extinguished. But is the wayward
husband worthy of redemption? And
if so, can Isabella ever swallow her
pride?

Some of this is entertaining. But
not enough of it. Yet if you give it
some thought, the truly amusing thing
about director Fina Torres’ little saga
is its rather conventional slant. Weave
through all the sensual persiflage and
Woman on Top is not really the libidi-
nous affair that it pretends to be.

Because for all the movie’s sexual
innuendoes, brazen as well as subtle,
the fireworks in question are actually
being ignited by two married folks.
We’re talking traditional values here.
The fate of true love itself is in ques-
tion. And the institutions of marriage
and monogamy hang in the balance.

But while this subequatorial an-
swer to Tracy and Hepburn can pitch
woo with the best of ‘em, they can’t
banter to save their lives. Let alone
this half-baked film.

*  *  *  *  *
Woman on Top, rated R, is a Fox

Searchlight Pictures release directed by
Fina Torres and stars Penelope Cruz,
Murilo Benicio, and Harold Perrineau,
Jr. Running time: 85 minutes.

Four Significant Grants Given
To Westfield Symphony Orch.
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Casual Times Catering
Newly Renovated Facilities

For All Occasions - Seats Up To 100 Guests

1085 Central Avenue
Clark, New Jersey
732~388~6511

SUNDAY thru THURSDAY  �  5pm to 9pm
- Eat-in Only -

Call Us For All Your
Holiday Catering Needs

Half Roast Chicken
Half chicken freshly roasted , served with
mashed potatoes & vegetable
$9.99

Veal Parmigana
with linguini
$9.99

Filet of Salmon Dijon
Fresh filet of salmon baked with our special
honey dijon mustard sauce. Served with
mashed potatoes & vegetable.
$9.99

October Specials
ALL SPECIALS INCLUDE CUP OF SOUP


