
Page 2  Thursday, October 5, 2000 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

“As a former Mayor of Westfield, I know how 
important it is to provide a safe environment
for our school children. That’s why I am 
supporting the McDermott Team. They will
work to keep the tradition of safety for our
residents and school children.”

Assemblyman Rich Bagger  

Creating a Safe Environment
for Our School Children

Good safe schools begin with the trip to school. And for many of Westfield’s
school children that means walking to school.
In fact, school children represent Westfield’s largest pedestrian population.
That’s why the McDermott Team will work to create a “Kids Walk Safe” program to:
• make sure our traffic laws are strictly enforced when children are present
• make sure our sidewalks are in good repair
• make sure that traffic signals are in operation at crosswalks most heavily 

used by school children
Good schools and a safe environment for our children are two of The McDermott 
Team’s top priorities.
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News Highlights
Candidates Set

To Debate Oct. 12
CRANFORD — The Union County

Council of Women Voters will sponsor
its annual candidates’ night on Thursday,
October 12, starting at 7:30 p.m. at the
Cranford Municipal Building.

Candidates for the Board of Freehold-
ers and County Clerk have been invited
to participate in the event which will be
moderated by Katherine Becker of Short
Hills, a past President of the New Jersey
League of Women Voters.

The freeholder candidates are Demo-
crat incumbents Deborah Scanlon of
Union, Alexander Mirabella of Roselle
Park and Chester Holmes of Rahway and
Republicans Wally Shackell Jr. of
Cranford, Esther Guzman-Malcolm of
Roselle and Albert Dill Jr. of Summit.

County Clerk candidates are Demo-
cratic incumbent Joanne Rajoppi of
Union and Republican Eric Urbano of
Scotch Plains.

Mayoral Hopefuls
To Attend Forum
WESTFIELD — Susan Jacobson

and Gregory S. McDermott, Westfield’s
Democratic and Republican candidates
for mayor, will discuss town issues dur-
ing a forum at the Westfield Community
Center.

The event will be held on Thursday,
October 12, at 7:30 p.m. at the Center,
located at 558 West Broad Street.

Realtors to Hold
Annual Coat Drive

WESTFIELD — The Greater Union
County Association of Realtors has an-
nounced that the seventh annual coat
drive, sponsored by the Association’s
Community Service Committee, will be
held from October 16 to November 2.

Men’s, women’s and children’s styles

and sizes of coats and jackets are wel-
come. They will be given to local fami-
lies and charitable agencies throughout
Union County.

Coats and wraps may be brought to the
Greater Union County Association of
Realtors office, 767 Central Avenue,
Westfield, Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

All items should be clean and in wear-
able condition.

For further information, please call the
Association at (908) 232-9000.

Chamber Looking
To Fill Bd. Openings

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce’s Nominating
Committee is in the process of recruiting
candidates for the openings on the 2001-
2002 Board of Directors.

The board has 15 directors and a chair-
man. Candidates can be nominated by
petition bearing the signature of 10 mem-
bers of the Chamber in good standing.
These petitions shall be returned to the
Nominating Committee by Monday, Oc-
tober 16. Petitions should be mailed to the
Chamber, P.O. Box 81,Westfield, 07091.

Barn Dance Slated
For October 15

MOUNTAINSIDE — Square
dancing, hayrides and a barbecue
dinner are some of the highlights of
Union County’s annual Red Barn
dinner-dance for people with dis-
abilities slated for Sunday, October
15, at the Watchung Stables, 1160
Summit Lane, Mountainside.

The event, presented by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, will be held from 4 to 7 p.m.
Admission is $5 per person and pre-
registration is required. For further
information, please call (908) 527-
4900.

BETTER AND BRIGHTER...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, second
from right, gets ready to cut the ribbon at the dedication of the redesigned
Clerk’s satellite office at 300 North Avenue East in Westfield. Pictured, left to
right, are: Freeholder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan, Freeholder Angel Estrada,
Sheriff Ralph G. Froehlich, Ms. Rajoppi and Ben Laganga, Director of the
County’s Division of Environmental Health and Emergency Management.
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County Clerk  Office In Westfield
Increases Staff and Services

WESTFIELD — Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi officially re-
opened the County Clerk’s Satellite
Office at 300 North Avenue East in
Westfield recently in ceremony at-
tended by residents, customers and
county officials.

The staff at the Westfield office
swears in notaries public, records
clerk certificates and processes ap-
plications for United States pass-
ports, Monday to Friday from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m., except Thursday when
they are available until 7 p.m. The
Westfield satellite office will be pro-

viding services including county
I.D.’s and new services, such as pass-
port and county I.D. photographs
very soon.

“Until the re-opening, the satellite
office served over 1,000 people every
month,” stated Ms. Rajoppi. “We are
now able to have a larger staff on the
premises and together with added ser-
vices, we will be serving from 400 to
600 additional clients every month.”

Freeholder Chairman Daniel P.
Sullivan noted that the larger office
will enable Clerk’s office to aid 40 to
60 percent more clients.

Social Security Group
Back Maryanne Connelly
In 7th Congressional Race

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Seventh Congressional
District candidate Maryanne S.
Connelly picked up the endorsement
last week of the National Committee
to Preserve Social Security and Medi-
care, the nation’s second largest se-
niors advocacy organization.

Mrs. Connelly emphasized she
favors using annual federal budget
surpluses to save Social Security,
expanding the Medicare program to
include a prescription drug benefit
for senior citizens and paying down
the national debt, now estimated at
$3 trillion.

The candidate said she will con-
tinue to oppose any plans to privatize
the Social Security Trust Fund, any
attempt to raise the retirement age,
cuts in Social Security benefits or a
hike in the Social Security payroll
tax.

Committee Executive Vice Presi-
dent Max Richtman noted the orga-
nization endorses candidates on both
sides of the political aisle. In New
Jersey, he said the committee has
endorsed Republican Congressmen
Jim Saxton (R-3rd), Christopher
Smith (R-4th) and Congresswoman
Marge Roukema (R-5th).

The group also has supported
Democratic Congressmen Frank
Pallone (D-6th), Rush Holt (D-12th)
and Steven R. Rothman (D-9th).

“This program has lifted more
people out of poverty than all federal
programs combined. It would be a
tragedy to change the social insur-

ance nature of the program,” Mr.
Richtman stated, citing the Federal
Insurance Contribution Act payroll
deduction.

He said 38 percent of Social Secu-
rity benefits currently are being re-
ceived by non-retirees, including five
million children.

Supporters of the concept of in-
vesting a portion of Social Security
in the stock market say the initiative
is needed to increase the solvency.
The Committee would support a plan
to set up private accounts funded
through means other than the Social
Security Trust Fund, such as the fed-
eral budget surplus.

Mr. Richtman said the plan sub-
mitted by Presidential contender
George W. Bush would remove a
trillion dollars from the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund. He said that would
lessen the time frame before the Fund
is reduced to zero.

Currently, the Trust Fund is esti-
mated to be solvent until the year
2037. At that point, the payroll tax
being collected will have to pay ben-
efits instead. Mr. Richtman said the
good economy on its own has helped
extend the life of Social Security
over the past decade.

The Committee, founded in 1982,
includes more than 140,000 New
Jersey residents. Mrs. Connelly is
opposed by Republican Michael A.
Ferguson. They are running for Con-
gressman Bob Franks’ seat in the
House of Representatives. Mr.  Franks
is the GOP United States Senate con-
tender.


