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MROZ RUSHES FOR 95 YARDS AND 2 TOUCHDOWNS

Blue Devils Find an Opening;
Halt Bulldog Gridders, 14-12

By BRUCE JOHNSON AND DAVID B.
CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One week it’s Terrence Jenkins.
Another it’s Diano Reavis. Next time
it’s Matt Daly. Then it’s Mike Mroz.

While a different back steps up
each week for the Westfield High
football team, it’s the play of the line
that generally determines whether or
not there is any success in the run-
ning game. And right now, the Blue
Devils’ “grunts” are getting the job
done.

Last Friday in Newark, Mroz had
his turn in the limelight, scoring two
touchdowns and running for 95 yards
in a 14-12 win over previously un-
beaten Malcolm X Shabazz at
Untermann Field. And he was quick
to give most of the credit to his line
— tight end Jim Mitchell, tackles
Chris Dodge and Chris MacKay,
guards Paul Johnston and Dave King
and center Tim Young.

The line’s surprising play is mag-
nified when you consider that none

of them was a starter a year ago at
their current position. Mitchell was a
split end while all the others were
backups to an all-senior starting
group.

“We just got fired up and started
working as a team,” said Mroz. “It
was a great team effort. The line was
great. I was dragging the first half but
I got fired up in the second half.”

Mroz showed why his teammates
voted him co-captain (with Johnston).
In addition to his offensive stats,
Mroz led the team on defense with
12 tackles. And he returned punts,
and made tackles on the kickoff and
punt teams.

“I take my hat off to that kid,”
Shabazz coach Dave McCombs said.
“He played a heckuva game.”

It was Westfield’s first visit to
Untermann Field since the powerful
’98 Blue Devils came up inches short
and suffered their first loss. Friday’s
game started out on an ominous note,
with Shabazz marching 45 yards for
three first downs to the Westfield 40.

But Dodge and Matt Andzell stopped
Charles Burnett for a yard loss and
the drive stalled.

Shabazz got good field position
when its punt was downed at the
WHS three, but the Devils got out of
the jam when Jenkins broke off a 41-
yard run to the Bulldog 39. On the
next play, a bad exchange between
quarterback Ryan MacDonald and
Daly resulted in a fumble, which
Shabazz recovered at its 38.

After an exchange of punts, West-
field got its first break when Shabazz
punter Warren Scott couldn’t field a
low snap and was snowed under by
Matt Brinkman, Mike Charmatz and
King for a 13-yard loss to the Shabazz
34.

On fourth-and-seven, MacDonald
hit Daly, who made a nice one-handed
grab, for 12 yards to the 19. Mroz

RAIDERS STILL REMAIN UNSCORED UPON IN 7 GAMES

No. 4 Soccer Raiders ‘Brick’
Stunned Brick Dragons, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another display of strong defense
and an unrelenting offense spelled
“shutout” as the fourth-ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team bricked Brick, 3-0, in
Scotch Plains on September 28. The
Raider defense allowed only two
shots on goals and Jeff Hensal, Mike
Zotti and Taylor Cole each struck
pay dirt once to raise the Raiders’
record to 7-0.

The Raiders’ defense, now with the
addition of sophomore Dwight
Simms, was a sight to behold as they

became the soccer equivalent of “The
Steel Curtain” – reminiscent of the
four-time Super Bowl Champion Pitts-
burgh Steelers of the mid to late 70’s.

“We were very pleased with
Dwight Simms in the pre-season and
felt that he did a good job for us in the
left back. And with (Ray) Dinizo and
(Jim) Cooney it allows us to move
(Mike) Franzone up into the midfield
which makes us more effective,”
commented Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky. “He does some real nice
things with the ball. So I think that
just solidifies the defense. It was a
great game for him.”

The Raiders seemed to have been
honing their ball-control skills as
they slew the Dragons with adroit
taps and passes. This along with the
steel curtain and senior keeper Brad
Lowyns’ booming kicks and tosses
forced the Dragons to constantly
defend their territory.

“It was perhaps the best motion
that we have had in our offense since
the first game of the year which we
had with Ridge,” said Breznitsky.
“One of the things which helps is that
we are starting to get some of our
(injured) people back, Dwight Simms
being one, Mike Miller being an-
other and Ryan Breznitsky being
another. This made us a unit of 14 or
15 guys who will get quality playing
time and will give us an opportunity
to rest some legs a little bit, and also
to challenge for positions.”

Hensal scored in the 12th minute
with an assist from senior Brett

Blue Devils Grab 3rd, GL 5th, Raiders
Take 7th at County Tennis Tournament

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three Summit schools dominated
the championship round at the Union
County Girls Tennis Tournament
concluded at Tamaques Park in
Westfield on September 29. A very
strong Oak Knoll team won four of
the five flights and took its second-
straight title, totaling 88 points.
The Summit High School girls
placed second in four of the flights
and finished second with a team
total of 68. Kent Place won one
flight and placed second in another
and finished fourth with a team
total of 47.

The Westfield High School girls
finished third with a total of 53 and
picked up four third places. Gover-
nor Livingston had a good show-
ing, placing fifth with 30. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood finished in a tie
for seventh with 12 points.

Seeded third at second singles,
Blue Devil Maggie Wei breezed
through her first match, 6-0, 6-1,
and reached the semifinals with a
6-2, 6-2 win over Camille Alston of

Plainfield. Wei then fell, 6-3, 6-0, to
Oak Knoll’s Erin Arnold, seeded sec-
ond. Wei then rebounded to stop
G.L. Highlander Kristen Turturiello,
6-3, 6-2, for third place.

Turturiello, seeded fourth, de-
feated Union Catholic Viking
Dana Boyer, 6-0, 6-1, then ad-
vanced to the semis by stopping
Raider Gail Hannigan, who won
her first round match, 6-1, 6-1.
Then she had a tough time with
top-seeded Leigh Slonaker of
Oak Knoll, falling, 6-0, 6-0.
Hannigan then won both of her
consolation matches to place
fifth.

Two big upsets occurred and
both involved girls from West-
field. First, top-seeded Blue Dev-
ils Jen Phillips and Erin Corbett
were shocked in their first doubles
semifinals match, 1-6, 7-5, 7-5,
by Megan Lyons and Julie
Matheny of Summit. Corbett and
Phillips had previously won their
first two matches with identical,
6-0, 6-1 scores. In the playoff for
third, Corbett and Phillips de-

feated Kate Hendricks and Ann Cesan
of Oak Knoll, 6-4, 2-6, 6-3.

The second big upset came at sec-
ond doubles when top-seeded Blue
Devils Alli Bennett and Leanna Kong

were toppled in the semifinals
by fourth-seeded Natalie
Pregibon and Allie Newhouse
of Oak Knoll – the eventual
winners, 7-6 (7-5), 6-2. Bennett
and Kong then extinguished
Heather Granville and Damali
Crawford of Plainfield, 6-0, 6-
0, for third place.

Kent Place Head Coach Lou
Castelli, who has two Westfield
residents on his team – Jessie
West at first singles and Sue
Gottdenker, who grabbed the
title with Rachel Rosenthal at
first doubles – cheerfully com-
mented, “I’m happy with our
progress. Things have been go-
ing a little better than expected.”

Seeded third at third singles,
Blue Devil Danielle Coleman
blanked Jackie Peare of A. L.
Johnson and advanced to the

semifinals by stopping Jessica Jack-
son of Plainfield, 6-0, 6-4. After fall-

ing to Erika Mirty of Summit in three
sets, she halted Tracy Chung of Kent
Place, 6-1, 6-0, for third place.

Blue Devil Brittany Miller, seeded
eighth at first singles, began by de-
feating Union Catholic Viking An-
gela Wiggs, 3-6, 7-5, 6-2, but then
faced returning state and UCT cham-
pion Tory Zawacki of Oak Knoll,
who won 6-1, 6-2. In the first conso-
lation, Miller defeated Westfield resi-
dent Jessica West, of Kent Place, 8-
5. In the fifth place consolations,
Miller faced Raider Elizabeth
Pilkington and won, 8-2.

Prior to her match with Zawacki,
Miller commented, “It’s going to be
quite an experience. Everybody else
has lost to her and if I am going to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

BREAKAWAYS VICTIMIZE DEVILS

FH Colonials Colonize
Westfield Girls, 3-0

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two quick strikes early in the first
half and another just before the
whistle to end the half was enough
for the 6-3 Morristown High School
girls field hockey team. The visiting
Colonials held off a barrage of at-
tacks to shutout Westfield, 3-0, on
September 28.

Breakaways told the tale. Just 3:47
into the game Colonial Molly Hurley
got loose and connected from about
12-yards out. Within two minutes –
25:08 remaining in the half – Rebecca
Stack broke through the center and
rippled the Blue Devil net.

“Their first two goals were
breakaways,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Maggie McFadden. “They
caught us flat and capitalized on our
mistakes.”

From that point until the final five
minutes of the half, the Blue Devils
went on the offensive, pressuring the
Morristown goalie. Despite several
scrambles within the box, Colonial
goalie Jen Meade rejected all Blue
Devil shots on goal.

Blue Devil goalie Lauren Coltrera,
who finished with five saves, made a
brilliant stop on a right-side attack
with 4:13 left of the half then added
another great save on a frontal attack
with 2:35 left on the clock. Unfortu-
nately, her luck ran out when Hurley
broke loose once again and flicked

the ball into the net with slightly less
than 2:00 remaining to put the
Colonials comfortably in front, 3-0.

The Blue Devils, however, did
make the Colonials uncomfortable
with continued pressure in the sec-
ond half but, unfortunately, were

WALLDEN CROSSES FIRST AGAIN

Raider XC Boys Rock
Rival Cougars, 27-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 14th-ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys cross
country team snapped a 14-meet,
three-year losing streak at the hands
of Cranford by skinning the 15th-
ranked Cougars, 27-28, in the 3.1
mile course at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on September 26. The Raid-
ers also blanked Elizabeth 15-50.

It was all Raiders and Cougars
who grabbed all of the top-ten places
but it was Raider Bob Wallden who
crossed first with a time of 16:58, 17
seconds faster than Cougar Frank
Dabrosky who finished second in
17:15.

Cougar Brian Styler finished third
in 17:24 then Raider freshman Zach
McGuire crossed the line fourth in

17:26 followed by senior Mike Dixon
in 17:30. Cougar K. C. Brown took
sixth with a time of 17:38 and team-
mate Chris Bingham followed at
17:39. Raider seniors Andrew Elko
at 17:40 and Matt Schimming at
17:45, placed eighth and ninth, re-
spectively, and Cougar Ed Clinton
came in 10th with a time of 17:49.

It was Schimming’s kick in the
final 50 yards which capped the vic-
tory for the Raiders who improved to
6-0. The Cougars slid to 4-1.

“It surely was a huge win for us,”
said Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel.
“but we have to keep in mind that it
is early in the season and that we
only won by one point. We were
beating them worse than that, but we
gave up a few places in the last 300
meters or so that changed it from
about a 24-31 meet to a 27-28 meet.”

Koegel mentioned that the weather
was miserable but “we did what we
had to do, and a win is a win, whether
it’s 15-50 or 27-28.”

Koegel added, “Our kids cannot
become complacent, because when
you start being content with how you
are, you stop getting better. That was
September 26, and we still want to be
around on November 18.”

The Raiders’ next major goal is to
put together an exceptional race at
the Shore Coaches Invitational to
show they can do well on the state
championship course and to give
them momentum going into the
championship meets that will be start-
ing in three weeks.CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

blasted for six, and Jenkins for 10,
setting up Mroz’s three-yard TD run.
Sophomore Andrew Lessner con-
verted the PAT.

Before the half punter Jay Cook
could not handle a low snap from
center and was dropped for a 7-yard
loss at the WHS 32. After a 27-yard
pass from junior quarterback Jibril
Stokes (his only completion in 13
attempts) to Idris Cato, sophomore
Amir Pinnix went in for the score.
But the PAT kick was low and sailed
under the crossbar.

“Key fumble recovery! They
scored when we fumbled the snap
and we got our touchdown when they
fumbled the snap. So most of the
touchdowns came off of the kicking
game,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Ed Tranchina.

After forcing another WHS punt,
Shabazz put together its best offen-
sive thrust of the day against a “pre-
vent” defense. Stokes ran for eight
and 28 yards, Burnett for 11 and
Stokes for nine more to the 30. But
an incomplete pass and Andzell’s
sack ended that threat.

The second half was all Westfield,
but despite moving the ball up and
down the field and forcing Shabazz
into the 1-2-3-punt cha-cha, the game
was up for grabs until the final sec-
onds.

Westfield’s first drive featured
MacDonald passes of 11 (to Cook)
and seven yards (to Jimmy McKeon).
But it ended up with a Cook punt and
a 15-yard piling-on penalty that gave
Shabazz the ball at its 26. Three
plays later, Mroz returned a punt to
the WHS 49. On the next play, the
speedy fullback raced 24 yards up
the middle, but the drive stalled at
the Shabazz 21.

After a couple of punts — includ-
ing one by Cook that rolled out of
bounds at the Bulldog two! — West-
field had control of field position at
the Shabazz 30. Six running plays
later, including four bursts by Mroz,
it was 14-6 after Mroz’s two-yard run
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Devil ‘Pac’ Overwhelms
Red Raiders, Cardinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A wave of Blue Devils accom-
plished their purpose of running in a
“pac” as they seized all of the top-ten
positions to overwhelm Plainfield
and Newark East Side in girls cross
country at Tamaques Park in West-
field on September 27. Rachel
Ackerman and Kyle Legones both
breezed to a first/second, respectively,
place finish in 20:50.

“Our intention in this race because
there really was no contest, was to
have the girls run together as a pack,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Tom
Hornish.

“I’m very pleased with the pack-
ing of our front runners, Kyle Legones
and Rachel Ackerman. Anytime that
you have a situation which your top-

seven runners are within a minute of
one another and they are all under 21
minutes, that’s exciting,” said
Hornish. “And that’s the kind of per-
formance that we will need down the
road.

Erin McClellan glided across the
line third at 20:53 and freshman
Carolyn Harbaugh and junior Jackie
Cusimano crossed fourth/fifth, re-
spectively, with a times of 20:56.
Senior Carolyn Matthews finished
sixth in 21:10 followed by Martta
McGlynn at 22:01. Theresa Murphy
crossed ninth at 22:13 and Sarah
Ackerman came in 10th at 22:38.
Michelle Madorma and Christy
Abdel Messiah crossed in the 11th/
12 position at 23:21. Ali Fetissoff
finished 13th at 23:47 and Marty

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
A BATTLE FOR DOMINANCE…Blue Devil Katy Onishi, center, battles with
a Morristown Colonial for control of the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
PART OF “THE STEEL CURTAIN”…Sophomore Dwight Simms is a major
asset to the Raiders’ defense which has not yielded a goal.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
FAKING A PASS…Blue Devil quar-
terback Ryan MacDonald appears to
be looking for a receiver.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
RISING TO THE OCCASION…Blue Devil Mike Mroz, No. 22, had two
touchdowns and gained 95 yards against the Bulldogs. Defensively, Mroz also
is the leading tackler.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Highlander Yvonne Chen (5th)

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Raider Elizabeth Pilkington (6th)

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Blue Devil Maggie Wei Third Place
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