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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

• REDUCE HEATING BILLS BY UP TO 50%
• OIL TO GAS CONVERSIONS OUR SPECIALTY
• OFFER EXPIRES 10/21/00

Since 1947

CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

* YORK + UTILITY REBATES ON A COMBINATION
   PURCHASE OF HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM.

Plus...GET UP TO $1070
IN REBATES!*

BIG SAVINGS NOW!

PRE-SEASON

HEATING SALE

NO PAYMENTS OR INTEREST
FOR 12 MOS.!

LEFTOVER
AIR CONDITIONER

UNITS ALSO
ON SALE!

1063 Route 1
732-634-8000

AVENEL

615 Central Ave.
908-928-0800

WESTFIELD

Portraits by Appointment • Open 7 Days For Film Processing
251 North Ave. • Westfield

Portrait Studio (908) 654-3333 • Lab (908) 654-7171

• New “Traditional” and
Holiday Backgrounds

• Black and White Por-
traits Available

• Extended Holiday
Hours for Your Conve-
nience

Early Bird Special
SAVE

50%
on your custom

Holiday greeting cards
Now—Nov. 1, 2000

Choose from our
Large Selection of
Custom Imprints

Customize your Holiday greeting cards with a
special portrait taken at Motophoto Portrait Studio.

Book Your Holiday Portrait Now!

BY REV. KENNETH G. HETZEL

In the current political campaigns
for public office, there has been a lot
of religious talk by the contending
candidates. There has been criticism
or support from the public and news
media. Many wise and perceptive
commentators have expressed their
views, usually reflecting their bias
towards one candidate or the other,
towards one agenda or the other.

Some potential voters are threat-
ened by the talk. Some are encour-
aged. Most simply ignore it. I would
like to suggest that the talk and the
controversy have significance for us
all.

I happen to believe that govern-
ment is a God given blessing to us
and that we are called by God to hold
government accountable to Godly
standards of justice, ethics and mo-
rality. I further believe that we, the
electorate, have a Godly responsibil-
ity to fully participate in govern-
ment, from volunteering in our local
community, to voting on Election
Day, to writing to our elected offi-
cials expressing our personal views.

To that end, the discussions over
expressions of personal religious
beliefs by candidates to public office
seems appropriate to me. If nothing
else, their comments, and the public’s
reaction to them, challenges my be-
lief in the connection of faith and
politics. And challenged, I am
prompted to discuss both faith and
politics with my neighbors, bringing
out into the open what is all too often
held away from public view.

Secondly, as a pastor, I find that
some religious comments by public
figures are made simply for public
appearances. Other comments seem
trivial, revealing an amazingly shal-
low depth of understanding. Many
candidates neither know the views of
their religious affiliation, nor hold

A Bi-Weekly Column From Members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association

Candidates’ Religious Viewpoints
Are Reflection of Their Characters

any thoughtful or profound private
beliefs.

This is all discouraging to me. It is
said that the United States is a reli-
giously illiterate society. Sadly, too
often, the views of public officials,
elected or appointed, and of candi-
dates to those offices, confirm that
illiteracy.

Still, their comments challenge us
to ask ourselves, is that accurate and
true?

Thirdly, from the broadest faith
viewpoint, I believe that people of
faith, trying to live that faith, offer
something significant and tangible
in their public life. In some sense, it
isn’t a matter of which faith, as it is
a matter that faith is present. As
candidates and elected officials offer
themselves as wise and honorable
leaders of our communities, it is my
conviction that it is better to have
women and men in public leadership
who believe in something, rather than
nothing.

How can we learn what they be-
lieve unless they speak directly and
intelligently to us about what they
believe. Hence, again, the comments
of the candidates are a reflection of
who they really are, and what we will
get if they are elected.

On the positive side, what I have
heard is generally honest and sin-
cere men and women trying to ar-
ticulate what they believe about God,
religion and personal faith. They
affirm these are important and ben-
eficial influences in their lives.
Wanting wise, ethical, moral gov-
ernment, I say let the conversation
continue.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Hetzel is the Pastor of

the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church in Scotch Plains and Presi-
dent of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium.

Temple Emanu-El School
Shares Space With Baptists,
Schools During Expansion

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The year 2000 has been one of
great importance for Temple Emanu-
El in Westfield and its congregants.
This year has marked the 50th anni-
versary of the founding of the con-
gregation.

With the groundbreaking for its
new Jewish education center, the
Temple Emanu-El returns to an ecu-
menical custom of its early days:
sharing space with local churches
and other institutions. While the new
center is being built, the temple’s
religious school program is under-
way at various Westfield schools.
The nursery program is being held at
the First Baptist Church.

“We are very grateful to the First
Baptist Church and the Westfield
Board of Education,” said Carolyn
Shane, executive director of Temple
Emanu-El. She also noted that Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in
Westfield has volunteered use of their
parking lot.

With the coming high holy days of
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, she
said, there will be services held at
Temple Emanu-El and at the
Westfield schools.

Mrs. Shane stressed that the ex-
pansion at the temple has not af-

fected the congregation’s regular
Sabbath services.

The new education building will
be named the Rabbi Charles Kroloff
Center for Jewish Learning, in honor
of the temple’s rabbi of 34 years. It
will stand on the same footprint as
the previous structure, but it will be
two stories tall, instead of the current
one story.

“It will serve our early childhood
program and our religious school,”
Rabbi Kroloff said.

The former education wing was
constructed over 40 years ago, when
there were about 200 children in the
congregation. Mrs. Shane estimates
that the education center was ca-
pable of serving 400 children. Cur-
rently, the number of children in the
congregation has risen to 750.

“I am excited that our kids will
have an up-to-date educational cen-
ter with rooms that will be a good
setting for learning,” Rabbi Kroloff
said. He called the old facility a
“tired building.”

Rabbi Kroloff said he is honored
to have the new center named after
him, but that the honor belongs to the
staff and the congregation of Temple
Emanu-El who have been dedicated
to Jewish learning services.

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF…The United Fund of Westfield launched its 2000
Campaign with a celebration hosted at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Andy Muldoon
on September 16. The celebration saluted members of the Pillars Club, the
campaign volunteers and the start of the new campaign year. Pictured, left to
right, are: Andy Muldoon, Raymond DeRosa, the owner and President of J&M
Market in Mountainside, who catered the event as his gift to the United Fund,
and Joanne Muldoon.

Interfaith Singles Post
Meetings for October
WESTFIELD – Interfaith Singles,

a support group for single adults over
age 45, holds weekly discussions on
single living. Continental breakfast
is available and a $2 donation is
requested.

Meetings will take place on Sun-
days, October 8, 15, 22 and 29, from
9 to 10:30 a.m., at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield.

For further information, please call
(908) 889-5265 or (908) 889-4751.

Catholic Golden Age
To Meet October 15

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Catholic
Golden Age meeting will be held on
Sunday, October 15, at 1:30 p.m. in
St. Bartholomew’s Nelligan Hall on
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Participants should enter on the Rec-
tory side of the building.

The guest speaker will be a repre-
sentative of Habitat for Humanity,
who will discuss “How You Can Help
to Serve Our Neighbors in Need.”

Upcoming trips include the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on Thurs-
day, October 19; the organization’s
Christmas Party on Sunday, Decem-
ber 10; the Hunterdon Hills Play-
house on Tuesday, December 19,
and a Mediterranean cruise from
September 12 to 25, 2001.

Catholic Golden Age will meet on
Sunday, November 19. For more in-
formation, please call John McTigue
at (908) 322-1804.

Resolve Plans Workshops
On Family Communication
SCOTCH PLAINS – Resolve

Community Counseling Center, Inc.,
will present workshops designed to
help parents and children communi-
cate with one another.

They will take place on Wednes-
days, October 11 and 25, beginning
at 7 p.m. at Resolve’s headquarters,
located at 1830 Front Street in Scotch
Plains. Refreshments will be served.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to discuss issues which cause
tension in a neutral setting with the
help of professional counselors.

At the start of the evening, chil-
dren and parents will separate and
each group will speak independently
with a Resolve counselor, who will
help them develop the issues they
most want to discuss with one an-
other. The two groups will then be

rejoined and will explore together
the issues they have identified.

The workshops are sponsored by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Munici-
pal Alliance Committee and funded
by the Governor’s Council on Alco-
holism and Drug Abuse through the
Union County Department of Hu-
man Services, Planning Division.

To reserve a space for the October
11 and/or October 25 sessions, please
call (908) 322-9180.Lecture to Focus on Club’s

Role in Black Community
SCOTCH PLAINS – The first event

of the Westfield Lecture Series’ 2000-
2001 season will take place tonight,
Thursday, October 5, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Scotch Hills Country Club, lo-
cated at 820 Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains. Refreshments will follow.
Admission is free.

The lecture, presented by Dr.
Lawrence Hogan, Senior Professor
of History at Union County College,
will focus on the Shady Rest Country
Club, which from the 1920s through
the 1950s was a black-owned club in
Scotch Plains.

The facility, located on what is
now the site of the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, was a thriving center for
African Americans at a time when
segregation largely separated blacks
from whites.

People gathered for social, recre-
ational and athletic programs, as well
as activities involving business, edu-
cation and entertainment.

The next event in the lecture se-
ries, a talk and Oscar-winning movie
about special children by film direc-
tor Beverly Shaffer, will take place
on Thursday, November 30, at
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside.

Future events in the series will
include a discussion of great jazz
vocalists, with rare film clips and
recordings; a documentary by Perry
Wolff on the restoration of the Sistine
Chapel, and a film about talented,
young, inner-city baseball players.
These will take place in the Parish
House of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. Admission for these lec-

tures will be $5, and $3 for senior
citizens. All venues are wheelchair-
accessible.

Now in its third year, the Westfield
Lecture Series is sponsored by the
Westfield Foundation and the
Westfield Y. The series is made pos-
sible by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders through a
HEART grant administered by the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.’

The October program was devel-
oped and funded by the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities, a state
partner of the National Endowment
for the Humanities.

For further information, please call
Dave Mueller at the Westfield Y at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 233.

Red Cross to Offer
Babysitting Training
WESTFIELD — The Westfield/

Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will host a babysitting
training course for mother’s helpers
and first-time babysitters.

It will be offered at the Chapter
House on Saturday, October 21, from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The cost is $30 per
student. Participation is limited and
registration will close one week prior
to the training date.

Each student must bring a Cab-
bage Patch size doll to the training
course. Training materials must be
picked up prior to the scheduled date.

Interested individuals may call
(908) 232-7090 or stop by the Chap-
ter House, located at 321 Elm Street
in Westfield.

Columbus Day Observance
To be Held in Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Monday,

October 9, at 10 a.m., the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO
National, along with the Scotch Plains
Italian American Club and the Fa-
ther Nelligan Council of the Knights
of Columbus will celebrate Colum-
bus Day at the Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The program will begin with an
Invocation by the Reverend Donald
Hummel, Pastor of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains.

Brief comments will be made by

State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin L. Marks, Fanwood Mayor
Louis C. Jung, Grand Knight Patrick
Harrington, UNICO President Dan
Mazzagetti and Italian American
Club President Romano Del Roio.

The winners of an essay contest
will read their compositions on “Ital-
ian Americans and their Contribu-
tions to the United States.”

A commemorative plaque will be
placed over the time capsule that was
laid last year. The program will close
with the laying of a wreath at the
Columbus Monument.

Sue Mecca, M.A.
Adult and

Adolescent
Counseling

SPECIALIZING IN:

• At-risk Adolescents
• Chronic Illness
• Life-style Changes

114 South Euclid Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey

908-654-9776


