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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

BRAUNSDORF GALLERY
241 NORTH AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
908 244-3501 OR 3508

ORIGINAL WORKS OF ART

PROUD TO PRESENT

A

NEW ART GALLERY!!

We welcome local artists
to sell their works at our gallery.

.  Model Ericsson R 280LX
� Buy & sell stocks, check movie listings
� Check the weather, news, the latest sports

scores and more.
� Check your AOL and other e-mail!
� 4 hours talk time, over 6 days of  standby

*FREE NOKIA 5160
� Up to 3 hours talk time and 7 days standby
� Games, alarm clock, changeable faceplate

All plans come with FREE caller ID,
call-waiting, voice mail and text messaging.

for 250 minutes plus 500 extra
night & weekend minutes

* AFTER REBATE

New Jersey Cellular
11 Eastman Street, Cranford

(Corner of North Avenue between the movie theater & Café Rock)

Serving Union County Since 1992

908-497-2100

Holiday
Gift Certificates

Available

29    per month

FREE*
Ericsson
Web Phone

With FREE Internet
Access - Does Not Use
Up Your Minutes And
Does Not Cost Anything!

 Many Other Plans Available. Call or Stop In for Details.

Come in and check
out the cute  new
3½ ounce Nokia
8260 in blue, red
and gray!

.99$

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Kiwanis Club will be
distributing the luminaries at the Fanwood Municipal

Garage (by RR station) from 9 AM to 3 PM on:

Sat, Dec.  9th, 16th & 23th � 9am to 3pm
Special Sale Time on

December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.

The luminaria kit costs 35¢ per unit.
This includes the candle, bag and sand.
(Please bring a container for the sand.)

Luminaria Sale

NOTE: We encourage all to participate in the DECA’s TOYS
for TOTS and FOOD for the NEEDY. You can drop items off

when you pick up your luminaries.

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Call Joanne GerrCall Joanne GerrCall Joanne GerrCall Joanne GerrCall Joanne Gerr, M.S.W, M.S.W, M.S.W, M.S.W, M.S.W., C.S.W., C.S.W., C.S.W., C.S.W., C.S.W.....
(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130

INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING
SUPPORT GROUPS

For Help Resolving These Issues, ONCE AND FOR ALL,

SUCCESSFUL IN ALL PARTS OF YOUR LIFE,
BUT CAN’T LOSE WEIGHT OR KEEP OFF THE WEIGHT YOU LOSE?

Wish you could stop overeating?
Wish you could feel more confident in your body ?

Future is Now; SPF Voters Need
To Support Bond Referendum

On December 12, voters in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood will decide a school
bond referendum which has unique ben-
efits for school -children, taxpayers, and
property values.

Having served on our board of educa-
tion for 19 years (1976-79 and 1984 -
2000), I have first-hand knowledge about
why this bond referendum is so neces-
sary. During the last 25 to 30 years, our
boards of education built proposed school
budgets based upon two generally ac-
cepted priorities: maximizing the qual-
ity of education and keeping taxes as low
as possible.

Consequently, money for maintain-
ing our buildings and grounds was typi-
cally “frozen,” i.e., kept at the same
levels as the previous year. In years
when budgets were defeated, money for
buildings and grounds was often cut
below the “frozen” levels. In the 30+
years since the last major bond referen-
dum, many repairs and renovations were
put off to the future due to more impor-
tant budget priorities. The future is now.

The December 12 bond referendum
will not only provide for some major
repairs and renovations, but will also

build new classrooms where needed,
add instruction areas in all elementary
and middle schools, and improve access
for physically disabled students. The
board of education unanimously ap-
proved $35.7 million in estimated costs,
of which $11.6 million would be re-
ceived from a state-funded program.

Because our board and administra-
tions submitted its proposed bond refer-
endum to the state prior to a deadline of
October 1, we will avoid bureaucratic
delays which will result in many dis-
tricts competing for a pool of money
which may not be enough for all of their
needs. This uncertainty, plus rising costs
from inflation and further deterioration
over at least one to two years, mean that
a “yes” vote on December 12 is in all of
our best interest.

Not only will we be doing the right
things for our children, while reducing
the impact on local taxes by utilizing
state funding, but the property values of
our home will grow in comparison to
those districts facing delays and uncer-
tainty.

August Ruggiero
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

High School Student Supports
Westfield Bond Referendum

As a 9th grade student beginning her
first year at Westfield High School, I
must say that I was thrilled to hear about
the new addition proposal. When I en-
tered the building for the first time two
months ago I was not only disappointed
but shocked at the physical condition of
the overall building. I could not believe
that a school with such an outstanding
academic record could be in such poor
shape. In comparison to other schools
our overall facility is pathetic, it is out
dated and desperately needs to be mod-
ernized.

Aside from the building’s physical
appearance, the addition is sorely needed
to accommodate an estimated 36 per-
cent increase in the high school’s enroll-
ment within the next five years. I know
that my classes are large and, based on

the projected figures, future class sizes
will not decrease unless the addition is
built. The building is tired, old and is in
need of a giant facelift.

This bond referendum is not a waste
of taxpayer dollars but a utilization of
them to promote and provide a facility
that compliments and enhances
Westfield’s current reputation of aca-
demic achievement.

I cordially invite anyone who feels
that this bond issue would be a waste of
the taxpayer dollars to visit the high
school and tour our facility. I believe
wholeheartedly that they will leave the
school in favor of the bond referendum.

Carolyn Harbaugh
Westfield High School Student

Council

for newly constructed Habitat houses.
“It’s a lot of fun and full of per-

sonal satisfaction,” Mr. Bekkedahl
remarked. “You also learn a great
deal about home maintenance.”

Fanwood resident, Jane Sapienza,
a realtor with Real Realty in Westfield,
is on the land-procurement commit-
tee for Habitat. She uses her profes-
sional knowledge to help acquire af-
fordable parcels of land for future
home sites, but every Saturday morn-
ing, you can also find Ms. Sapienza
either up on a ladder or covered in
spackle and paint. She has been help-
ing Habitat build houses for three
years and is currently the Vice Presi-
dent of the Plainfield Chapter.

“Everyone here learns to become
very resourceful and we all wear
many hats,” Ms. Sapienza remarked.

President of the Plainfield Chap-
ter, George Pringley, has been with
Habitat for five years and the
affiliate’s President for two years.
Professionally, Mr. Pringley has been
a rehabilitation specialist with the
City of Plainfield is currently a Relo-
cation Officer with City Hall.

“Right now, there is a much greater
need for housing than we can supply.
If we could find more skilled labor-
ers to supervise our projects, then we
could build more houses at a faster
pace,” Mr. Pringley explained.

Carol Rothwell, wife of Pastor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Habitat for Humanity
Volunteers Help Families

Gary Rothwell of the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church, is Habitat’s finan-
cial counselor. Mrs. Rothwell coun-
sels prospective Habitat families to
assist them in budgeting and finan-
cial readiness for owning their own
home. Mrs. Rothwell said that she
gets great personal satisfaction out
of helping people learn how to bud-
get and save their money.

Mrs. Sapienza explained that vol-
unteers need not be career profes-
sionals, but simply having a skill or
craft in some aspect of home con-
struction and the ability to oversee
projects, would be very helpful.

Habitat is also in need of many
other types of donations and volun-
teers, Ms. Sapienza explained. Civic
organizations that can make and do-
nate lunches, people who can help
on various committees with market-
ing, corporate relations, zoning ap-
plications, land-acquisition and all
aspects of office management are
also needed.

“It isn’t all hammers and nails,”
Mr. Bekkedahl remarked.

“We would also like to hear from
municipalities that have land that is
reasonably priced and appropriately
zoned for residential housing,” Mrs.
Sapienza added.

For more information on the
Plainfield Chapter of Habitat, their
office number is: (908) 769-5292.

AND ALL THE TRIMMINGS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
students are shown with some of the food they purchased after a successful
cannister drive for the needy. The students expect to deliver over 120 food
baskets, comprised of fresh fruits and vegetables, staple items like rice, flour,
eggs, bread and turkey with all of the trimmings. The baskets will be given to
needy families in the area. The students worked with the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, St. Bartholomew’s Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains and the
Scotch Plains Welfare Department.

Angels Are Heaven-Sent
In Torn Curtain Production
SCOTCH PLAINS – Torn Curtain

Productions of Scotch Plains will
present a dramatic musical with a
new view on the events of Christmas
through the eyes of angels in its
upcoming offering, From Heaven’s
Throne at Evangel Church in Scotch
Plains.

Performance dates are Friday and
Saturday, December 15 and 16, and
Thursday and Friday, December 21
and 22.

Interpretation of the Deaf will be
available. Doors will open at 7 p.m.
with a curtain time of 7:30 p.m.

Evangel Church is located at 1251
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the
wisemen, King Herod and all the
familiar cast of Christmas will be
represented, along with the angels in
all of their glory. The birth of Jesus
Christ and their actions surrounding
this religious event will be dramati-
cally detailed.

From Heaven’s Throne will fea-
ture a score sung by soloists and cast
members, dramatic performances,
and exquisite sets, lighting and spe-
cial effects.

For more information, please call
(908) 322-9300 or visit
www.evangelchurch.comfor direc-
tions and dates.


