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Happy Thanksgiving

Aid for School Plan $388,500
Short of Anticipated Amount

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education’s Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi told The Times
this week that the district is set to
receive $11,611,447 in state aid to
support the board’s proposed facili-
ties expansion projects.

The aid from the state’s School
Facilities Construction and Financ-
ing Act would be used to support the
construction plan should voters ap-
prove a $35.7 million referendum on
December 12. Mr. Del Sordi was
expected to report the state aid num-
bers to the board at their monthly
meeting Tuesday night, November
21 (after The Times went to press).

The amount is $388,500 short of
what the district had anticipated re-
ceiving.

The state aid requested by the dis-
trict is a portion of the facilities ex-
pansion project that will include con-
struction and renovations to all of the
district’s aging school facilities, which
will be funded by a bond referendum.

The school board and administra-
tors are eager to see the bond referen-

dum pass a public vote this Decem-
ber 12 to ensure that the district
receives their share of the $2.6 bil-
lion in state aid earmarked for con-
struction projects only available this
year. The state aid along with the
bond referendum will cover the costs
of the first major facilities renova-
tion and construction project for the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood School
District in nearly 30 years.

The $35.7 million project will in-
clude the addition of multi-purpose
rooms for all of the district’s elemen-
tary schools and two middle schools,
communications upgrades, compli-
ance with Americans With Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) upgrades, lighting and
electrical upgrades, permanent walls
in several open-space areas, and vari-
ous other renovations to the district’s
many aging school buildings.

Additional space and rooms are
needed in order to accommodate an
expected rise in enrollment over the
next 10 years and renovations will
bring the buildings into compliance
with state safety guidelines and ADA.

Mr. Del Sordi was also expected to
review the tax implications of the CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

referendum at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing, which will amount to approxi-
mately $171 per year or $14.25 per
month for the average homeowner in
Scotch Plains and approximately
$145 per year or $12 per month for
the average size home in Fanwood.
The public was expected to be given
an opportunity to ask questions and
address their comments to the board
regarding the facilities expansion at
Tuesday’s meeting.

In other business, the school district’s
Financial Auditors, Barre and Cannone
of Springfield, were expected to make
a presentation to the board regarding
their recommendations to correct defi-
ciencies in the district’s annual and
monthly financial reports.

The board was also scheduled to
vote on accepting the auditor’s rec-
ommended corrective action plan
after the presentation. The board was
expected to act to continue partici-
pation in the Alliance for Competi-
tive Energy Services (ACES) plan.

ACES is an alliance of school dis-
tricts, which form a cooperative pric-
ing system to allow for group pur-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Bank Seeks to Open New Branch
On Adjoining Lots in Fanwood

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Planning Board was
expected to schedule a date Tuesday
evening for a public hearing on an
application by Commerce Bank to
open a branch at 580 and 590 North
Avenue that was originally set for
that night.

Attorney Jeffrey B. Lehrer, repre-
senting the bank, said the hearing
was postponed while the applicant
completed notification requirements.
He said he hoped the appeal would
come before the board by December.

Board members held their monthly
regular meeting a day earlier than
the usual fourth Wednesday time slot
because of the Thanksgiving holi-
day. Two other applications remained
on the board’s agenda for Tuesday.

Mr. Lehrer, of the Warren law firm
of DiFrancesco, Kunzman, Coley,
Yospin, Bernstein and Bateman, told
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
that Commerce Bank is eyeing two
adjoining lots as the prospective lo-
cation for the new branch.

One lot is currently occupied by
Today’s Delight, while a one-and-a-
half story building sits on the other.
Mr. Lehrer anticipated that, if the

appeal is successful, the new bank
could be in place by late spring of
2001.

According to the attorney, Com-
merce Bank’s notification require-
ments include contacting neighbors
within 200 feet of the Quick-Chek at
572 North Avenue, since the bank
and the convenience store have an
agreement for shared use of several
parking spaces on the Quick-Chek
lot.

During the pending hearing, Com-
merce Bank is scheduled to seek
preliminary and final major site plan
approval, along with bulk and use
variances. Mr. Lehrer said an engi-
neer, traffic expert and operations
representative from the bank are ex-
pected to testify on behalf of the
applicant.

Mr. Lehrer said the proposed bank
would feature four drive-through win-
dows; an internal automatic teller
machine and two tellers assigned
exclusively to the drive-through win-
dows.

He also described Commerce Bank
as “catering to the working world”
by offering extended business hours
on both weekdays and weekends,
including Sunday morning drive-

through service.
During the pending hearing, the

board will address several aspects of
the bank’s proposal. One involves a
deficiency of 15 parking spaces.
While a minimum of 37 spaces is
required, the applicant has proposed
only 22 for the planned branch of-
fice.

Another issue concerns signage
for the bank. The Fanwood Borough
Code stipulates that facade and free-
standing signs not exceed 30 square
feet. Commerce Bank has proposed
a mounted building sign measuring
39.5 square feet and a freestanding
sign of 48 square feet – an excess of
57.5 square feet altogether over the
total permitted signage.

The applicant’s petition also calls
for the freestanding sign to be 16 feet
tall, which conflicts with the eight-
foot maximum permitted height.
Under the Borough Code, such signs
may also be no larger than 16 square
feet.

In addition, Commerce Bank is

SP Council Expected
To Hold Public Hearing

On Proposal for New Zone
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil was set to hold a public hearing
last night on a proposed ordinance
that would create a new conservation
zone in Scotch Plains that would
designate certain township-owned
tracts of land as being off-limits to
development of any sort — be it
residential or commercial or even
the development of a new park.

The new zone, first proposed ear-
lier in the fall by Mayor Martin L.
Marks, is designed set aside land that
“you could not do anything with,” as
Mr. Marks put it last month. “It would
be left in its pristine state.”

The first tract of land that would be
designated as a “C-Conservation
zone” would be piece of property on
Hunter Avenue.

When the ordinance establishing
the zone was introduced last month,
Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel, who
at the time was running for Mayor
against Mr. Marks, voiced her oppo-
sition to the proposal, calling it “noth-

ing but political grandstanding,” and
urged that all discussion of the mat-
ter be put off until after the election,
which was won by Mr. Marks.

Mrs. Samuel attempted unsuccess-
fully in late October to introduce her
own alternative ordinance calling for
the Hunter Avenue property to be re-
designated from R-3A, a residential
zone, to P, a public zone. This would
permit the township, which owns the
land, to then be able to decide, based
on public input, what to do with the
property, such as, perhaps, putting a
pocket park there.

Also at last night’s meeting,
Sharynn Porter was expected to be
publicly sworn in as a member of the
Council. A Democrat, she replaces
the late Tarquin Jay Bromley, who
died in late September. Mrs. Porter
will serve until a special election is
held next year to fill the remainder of
the late Mr. Bromley’s four-year term,
which runs through the end of 2002.

AHOY, MATES!…Cadette Girl Scout Troop No. 751 of Scotch Plains-Fanwood recently took an excursion aboard the
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater. A replica of the early sloops which once plied the Hudson and Long Island Sound, the
Clearwater’s mission today is environmental education. Pictured above with their captain, Gioia Blix, far left at bottom,
and on-board educator Julia Wilson, to her left, the scouts learned navigational skills, studied river life and helped to hoist
a ton-and-a-half mainsail.

First Hearing on SP Master Plan
Focuses on Over Development

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

An open public hearing of the
Scotch Plains Planning Board was
held November 20 to discuss a major
rewrite of the township’s master plan.

Members of the Township Coun-
cil, the Board of Adjustment, the
Environmental Commission, the
Recreation Commission and several
other municipal agencies and civic
groups attended Monday night’s
meeting, which was also open to the
public.

Susan Kimball, a Professional
Planning Consultant, commissioned
by the Planning Board explained to
the public that although the Master
Plan has been periodically revised,
due to major changes in demograph-
ics, technology and architecture, the
township needs a new, more up-to-
date Master Plan.

The new plan will incorporate
changes in state regulations, down-
town redevelopment goals, site im-
provement standards and various
other township policies and goals.

Members of the Planning Board

and Ms. Kimball expressed repeat-
edly that this was the first of several
meetings in which the board would
be gathering input from the public in
order to incorporate residents’ opin-
ions into the drafting of the master
plan’s new goals.

After a presentation by Ms.
Kimball showing the township’s cur-
rent zoning and areas of previous
development on a map, the meeting
was open to the public for questions,
comments and input into the Master
Plan design process.

Glenside Avenue resident Henry
Johnsen told the board that he was
very concerned about the over-de-
velopment of businesses on Route
22. He’d like to see a Master Plan
that limited highway development in
order to curb the increase in lights,
noise and traffic that over-develop-
ment imposed on the residential
neighborhoods bordering the high-
way.

Several other residents also ech-
oed that sentiment to curb over-de-
velopment and preserve open-space.

Bill Degman, Vice-Chairman of

the Recreation Commission told the
board that the township was greatly
in need of more ball fields. He re-
ported that usage has more than
tripled in recent years due to more
girls and seniors utilizing the fields.
He said that the township ideally
should have a public recreational
facility for all ages, which would
make Scotch Plains a more desirable
community.

Ester Iarussi, Co-Chairwoman of
the Senior Citizens Advisory Coun-
cil addressed the board regarding the
need for more senior housing and for
a recreation center.

Marsha Anderson, a member of
the Environmental Commission,
communicated to the board that the
Environmental Commission sup-
ported several ordinances, including
a tree preservation ordinance, an
undeveloped-land conservation or-
dinance, a water-shed conservation
plan and a shade tree inventory, which
should be incorporated into the new
Master Plan.

Board of Adjustment member Jim
Fawcett raised several issues which
have caused what he termed as
“struggles” for the Board of Adjust-
ment. He said that there was nothing
in the Master Plan to address these
areas of discord, such as assisted
living facilities, child-care facilities,
storage facilities, and non-conform-
ing use sites, some of which could
become the subject of litigation for
the Board of Adjustment.

He specifically cited the Bowcraft
application as an example of an area
in need of clarification.

“We would welcome a dialogue
with the Planning Board to set stan-
dards in these areas where we are
being held hostage by applicants,”
Mr. Fawcett remarked.

Thomas Barth, Chairman of the
Board of Adjustment, expressed his
support for the adoption of a cell
tower ordinance, which would gov-
ern where cell towers and antennas
can and cannot go. Currently, be-
cause there is not any ordinance in
the Master Plan governing this tech-
nology, cell phone companies, pro-
tected by law, can win litigation to
place cell towers where they want to,
without the township’s control.

An ordinance would give the town-
ship more control over where these
towers can be placed.

Terrill Road resident Alyse
Heinemyer cautioned the Planning

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
HELPING  THE LIONS CAUSE...Michael Kebbekus, 10, a student at St. Bartholomew The Apostle School in Scotch
Plains, makes a donation to the Scotch Plains Lions Club.
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Police Collar
Armed Man

On Bus in Town
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Westfield po-
lice apprehended a man armed
with a 45-caliber handgun on board
a NJ Transit bus Thursday morn-
ing, after receiving a report that
the bus would be making its next
scheduled stop at an Elm Street
depot.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau
said Kevin Jackson, 32, of Newark
was charged with two counts of
possession of a weapon and one
count of hindering apprehension
after being taken into custody at
6:33 a.m. No passengers were in-
jured during the incident, he con-
firmed.

According to the lieutenant, Of-
ficers Anthony V. Vastano and
Vincent Piano of the Westfield
Police Department responded to
the scene within minutes of re-
ceiving the broadcast that a male
suspect was on the bus with a gun.

When it arrived at the Elm Street
stop, Officer Vastano boarded the
bus, where he observed the sus-
pect sitting toward the middle of
the vehicle with his right hand in
the pocket of a pullover garment
he was wearing, Lieutenant
Parizeau said. He added that the
handle of the gun was exposed
from the suspect’s pocket.

Officer Vastano grabbed
Jackson’s right hand and subdued
him, Lieutenant Parizeau stated.
He and Officer Piano then retrieved
the weapon, which the lieutenant
said was loaded with six live rounds
of ammunition.

The suspect was handcuffed and
taken to police headquarters, where
he was charged. Lieutenant
Parizeau acknowledged. It was
unknown how many passengers
were on board the bus when the
apprehension occurred.

He explained the charge of hin-
dering apprehension stemmed
from Jackson allegedly providing
false identification to police. Jack-
son was being held on $100,000
bail at the Union County Jail.

Gregory S. McDermott

Mayor-Elect McDermott to Focus
On Efficiency of Town Council
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Improving effi-
ciency of Town Council delibera-
tions is a top priority of Westfield
Mayor-Elect Gregory S. McDermott
as he prepares to take office in Janu-
ary.

That includes everything from
better time management of council
meetings to giving residents and
council members a glimpse of dif-
ferent facets of town government via
televised meetings on the town’s lo-
cal access cable channel.

During an interview with The
Westfield Leader, the Mayor-elect
explained that he envisions a num-
ber of changes to reduce the length
of council meetings. He said the
extra time will enable council stand-
ing committees to meet afterwards
while also helping the governing
body to focus on council priorities.

Mr. McDermott said his first task
will be to determine the makeup of
the Town Council’s committees in-
cluding the Finance Committee
where long-time chairman, Second
Ward Councilman James J. Gruba, is
retiring from elective office after
nine years. Also, a chairman will be
needed for the Solid Waste Commit-
tee to replace Mr. McDermott.

In addition, the incoming mayor
said he will seek a quick decision on
who will fill his First Ward council
seat when he becomes mayor. The
Republican Town Committee will
make a recommendation to the coun-
cil in the coming weeks in that re-
gard.

In addition to having a new fi-
nance committee chairman in Janu-
ary, Mr. McDermott will seek to
initiate a long-term capital plan for
the town. The plan was the center-
piece of his fall campaign.

Among changes Mr. McDermott
plans to make is a requirement that
all council committee chairmen
present written reports in advance

for the mayor to review before they
are presented to the full council at
agenda meetings.

“The Committee Chairman has got
to determine what is important for
the council to know at that particular
time,” he reasoned.

Committee reports would be pre-
sented on a rotating schedule at con-
ference meetings. Both objectives
are part of Mayor-elect McDermott’s
effort to put time constraints on meet-
ings while also encouraging com-
mittees to be more focused and pro-
ductive.

“You cannot be making important
decisions at 11 o’clock at night when
a lot of us have to get up at 6 for
work,” he stated.

Mr. McDermott also said he would
encourage council members to dis-
cuss council business on their own
to help reduce lengthy discussions
at the council table. He also ex-
plained that officials and council
members will no longer be able to
present last-minute resolutions and/
or ordinances the governing body
has not had the change to review in

advance.
In an effort to help the council stay

abreast of town business, Mr.
McDermott plans to invite boards,
commissions and town organizations
to appear before the council periodi-
cally. He said the Planning Board,
Zoning Board of Adjustment, Recre-
ation Commission, Westfield Foun-
dation, Westfield Community Cen-
ter and Westfield Neighborhood
Council are among those groups that
he envisions speaking at public meet-
ings.

“It seems to me we have some
great services that are not publi-
cized,” Mr. McDermott said in citing
his reasoning for including non-profit
service organizations in his plan. His
goal is also open up these organiza-
tions to town residents via the town’s
public access cable channel, TV-36.
The channel began broadcasting
council meetings earlier this year.

Mayor-elect McDermott said he
will rely a lot on the town’s paid
professionals to run the daily opera-
tions of the town, noting that he is
fully committed to his daytime job
as a printing company sales execu-
tive.

“I think I can balance my time as
mayor along with my job and still
have fun with my kids,” he said.

Noting the responsibilities he is
about to assume as mayor, such as
weddings and other event appear-
ances, Mr. McDermott that as Mayor,
“Your schedule will dictate how much
you can do.”

In determining how effective a
mayor he will be, he said, “There’s a
learning process as mayor. It’s how
quickly you can grasp it” that will
determine how effective a mayor he
will be.

chase of energy services to save money,
along with 380 other school districts.

Several discussions are expected to
be held, one, calling for technology to
stand alone as an independent subject
area in the Core Curriculum Content
Standards. Another discussion will con-
sider whether students should be re-
quired to recite a 55-word passage from
the Declaration of Independence as pro-
posed by state legislation, S-869 and A-
2078.

More detailed coverage of this meet-
ing will be published on November 30.

Steak House Falls Through;
Men’s Store Opens in Town

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A proposal for
a 350-seat New York style
steakhouse will come to fruition,
The Westfield Leader has learned.
The steakhouse was to have oc-
cupied the 74-year-old bank
building at 1 Elm Street and had
a plan planned opening date of
spring of 2001.

According to Meg Mehorter of
the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration, the deal fell through when
one of the partners backed out.

The Leader previously reported
that a two-floor New York City
style steak house, with a 50-foot
high vaulted ceiling and balcony
overlooking the main dining area
was slated for that spot. The
bank’s 80-year-old, two-ton vault
door was going to be retained as
a decorative centerpiece and the
vault area was going to be uti-
lized as a dining area for private
parties.

“We’re all very disappointed
that the steak house fell through,”
said Real Estate broker Anthony
Schilling. He reported that there
are a few possibilities for that
spot and several interested par-
ties are looking into the building,
but it is too soon to tell what type
of business will end up taking
over the space.

Despite the loss of the steak

house, Westfield has many new
and exciting stores opening in
the nick of time for this holiday
season. After extensive renova-
tions at 121 Quimby Street, at
the previous location of Rafter’s,
Joseph A. Banks Clothiers, an
upscale national men’s clothing
chain is ready for business. Also,
coming to Quimby Street,
Douglass Perfumery, a large Ger-
man cosmetics chain is expected
to open in just a few days.

Mr. Schil l ing, who has
brokered many of Westfield’s
prime retail spots said, “Quimby
Street really needed some help to
liven up the traffic.”

“Joseph Banks and Douglass
Perfumery will be a great help to
all of the shops on that street,” he
added.

Also coming to Westfield in
the near future, Westfield’s first
Portuguese restaurant will open
up at the old Sinclair’s Restau-
rant site at 140 North Avenue. It
is under construction and await-
ing word on a liquor license, Mr.
Schilling reported.

The new owner of the Portu-
guese restaurant, Manny Texiera,
a Mountainside resident, is the
same owner of the famous Texiera
Bakery in Newark, whose breads
and rolls can be found in many
area supermarkets.

EXPLORING VENICE…The Pingry School Parents’ Association recently held its major benefit for the 2000-2001 school
year, “Passport to Venice” at the Westin Hotel in Morristown. The gala began on November 12 with the Sunset on the
Piazza reception and culminated on November 13 with the Luncheon on the Grand Canal. Hillary Weldon and Carroll
Keating, both of Westfield, coordinated the event’s live auction. Pictured, left to right, are: Pingry Parents’ Association
President Joanne Santoriello of Westfield, Second Vice President Darlene Kasten of Fanwood with Chance Auction Co-
Chairpersons Ms. Weldon and Ms. Keating.

BIRTHDAY GIRL – Rachel M.
Sullivan of Galesburg, Ill., recently
celebrated her 95th birthday with a
party at the Seminary Estates Re-
tirement Center. Born on July 19,
1905 in Sewickley, Pa., she taught
art for many years in the Westfield
school system before retiring. She
and her late husband, Captain Rob-
ert J. Sullivan, were married on
October 29, 1931. Mrs. Sullivan has
two daughters, Sally Sullivan of
Madison and Caroline Ellingwood
of Galesburg; two grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

seeking a use variance for several
internally-illuminated signs, in-
cluding a mounted sign, freestand-
ing sign and ingress and egress
signs. Internally-lit signs are cur-
rently not permitted in the bor-
ough, although several existing
ones are covered by a grandfather
clause.

The application also includes a
request for three driveways at the
planned bank branch, all of which
would exceed the permitted maxi-
mum width under the Borough
Code. One driveway is proposed at
30 feet wide, the second would be
25 feet and the third would mea-
sure approximately 25 feet, Mr.
Lehrer confirmed.
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The Best Scoop
In Town:

www.goleader.com

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6
• A Route 22 rental truck busi-

ness reported the theft of two ve-
hicle transport trailers taken from
their lot during the month of Octo-
ber.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
• Mark D. Presley, 36, of

Plainfield was arrested for numer-
ous contempt of court warrants is-
sued by 11 jurisdictions in the tri-
county area and driving with a sus-
pended license and an uninsured
vehicle on Willow Avenue at ap-
proximately 3 p.m. by Sergeant
Steven Freedman.

Police said Presley was turned
over to Somerset County Sheriff’s
Department.

• A Hill Road resident reported
the theft of a computer and jewelry,
valued at $500, that occurred over
a four-month period.

• Someone reported the theft of
a portable CD player and approxi-
mately 50 assorted CD’s from a
vehicle parked on Cedar Street dur-

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

ing the daytime. Police said the
vehicle was found locked with no
apparent forced entry.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
• An elderly Terrill Road resi-

dent reported two men identified
themselves as water company em-
ployees needing entrance to her
house for inspection at around 12:30
p.m., according to police. When
she protested, police reported, the
men pushed there way in and told
her to go to the basement and turn
on the water.

The victim told police she heard
them go throughout the house open-
ing up drawers etc., however noth-
ing of value was reportedly taken.

Both men were described as
young and wearing light blue work
clothes.

• A Princeton Avenue resident
reported finding the glove compart-
ment contents of her vehicle on the
floorboard and the garage door opener
missing.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11
• Jerome W. Colvin, 46, of

Pla infie ld was arrested and
charged with simple assault after
a dispute at a Route 22 business
in which he allegedly struck an
employee.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12
• Two male juveniles from

Plainfield were taken into custody
in a shoplifting incident which took
place at a Park Avenue pharmacy.
Police said one of the youths at-
tempted to conceal cigars on his
person which were later recov-
ered.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
• A St. Ann Street resident re-

ported the theft of a purse from her
unlocked vehicle.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18
• Alain M. Gonzalez, 26, of

Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated on
Park Avenue. The arrest followed a
motor vehicle stop.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19
• A Clark resident reported that

someone entered his locked locker at
the YMCA on Martine Avenue and
removed two credit cards from their
wallet.

• A Malcolm Place resident re-
ported a loud thud sound at the rear
of the home. The resident told po-
lice that she observed three juve-
nile males running while looking
out the window. The resident also
said she noticed damage to the home
and two rocks where the thud sound
came from.

Board regarding the electromagnetic
radiation given off by the placement
of cell towers in close proximity to
homes and the water supply. She ques-
tioned whether the board had any
expert input regarding this danger.

She said that the cumulative effect
of all of the power lines and towers in
the “utility corridor” running through
Scotch Plains raised serious radia-
tion concerns for the residents living
nearby.

One resident the issue of the ille-
gality of home-based offices in
strictly residential zones. She ex-
pressed to the Planning Board the
need for this growing practice to be
accommodated in the new Master
Plan in light of the many people who
now work from home.

The next Planning Board meeting
is scheduled for December 4. The
Master Plan revision process will be
put on the agenda at future meetings
to be announced. The public is en-
couraged to put their concerns and
input into writing to be given to the
Planning Board prior to the next
meeting and to come to the meetings
to address the board.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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