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Arts & Entertainment
Holiday Happenings

Parker Greenhouses
Invites Visitors

To �Christina�s World 2000�
SCOTCH PLAINS – Parker Green-

houses, 1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains,
has announced that “Christina’s World
2000” will be held on Saturday, No-
vember 25, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. All
are invited to meet ornament designer
in person.

Glass ornaments included in
“Christina’s World” depict butterflies,
flowers, birds, Santas, fruit and wild
animals. Christina has been inventing
these collectible ornaments since 1994.

Her designs reflect her extensive
travel background and her creations
are a collaborate effort between Chris-
tina and the artisans in the Czech
Republic, Poland and Italy.

Christina’s inspiration comes from
several sources. For example, her
“Postcard Santa” is a silkscreen from
an actual postcard sent in 1916. The
artisan believes that ornaments should
first be beautiful with a touch of
whimsy, and second, be affordable
for all to enjoy. Year-round designs
are also created by Christina.

Christina will be available to sign
ornaments at Parker on November 25.
She will present a special gift to each
attendee.

For more information, please call
Randall Miller, Operations Manager, at
(908) 322-5555, Extension No. 8885.
Admission is free.

Holiday Artists Market
Planned at Armory

WESTFIELD – The First Annual
Westfield Holiday Artists Market
will be held at the National Guard
Armory, 500 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, December 8, 9, and 10.

Artists from across the nation
will display a wide array of fine art
and contemporary crafts includ-
ing woodworking, pottery, gold
and silver jewelry, blown glass
and more.

The Holiday Artists Market will
be held on Fridays from 5-9 p.m.,
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A weekend pass is $6. Children
under 10 are admitted free. Park-
ing is free. No strollers please.

For more information, please
call American Craft Marketing at
(800) 834-9437.

�A Taste Tour�
Cookbook Is Ideal
Holiday Present

PLAINFIELD – Muhlenberg
Hospital’s Ginko Twig has published
“A Taste Tour” — a compilation of
recipes from their Tasting Tour
fundraisers of the past 25 years.

“A Taste Tour” may be purchased at
the Town Book Store in Westfield,
Periwinkles in Westfield, Irma’s Hall-
mark in Fanwood, the Pavillion Square
Gift Shop in Muhlenberg Hospital or
by calling (908) 232-8323.

All profits will benefit the hospital.

Something Old, Something New
Will Surface at First Night

WESTFIELD — Among the many
activities that will be available to First
Night Westfield participants are two
events that bring something old and
something new to the annual New
Year’s Eve celebration.

According to First Night officials,
the activity that will bring something
old to the celebration is making a
town-wide scrapbook, that will again
be available in the municipal build-
ing from 7-11 p.m. This activity,
according to Entertainment Co-Chair
Barbara Karp, was very well re-
ceived during its introduction last
year.

“The project includes bringing a
family picture to the Westfield Mu-
nicipal building to record the
Westfield residents in the year 2001,”
said Ms. Karp.

The something new, she noted, is
a renewal of wedding vows, which
will be held in the Kellogg Room of
the Westfield Y.

Ms. Karp reported that wedding

vow renewal, a new addition to the
event’s slate of activities in Westfield,
will be offered later in the evening.
She also reported that this activity
will be held in two different sessions
and will be limited to 25 couples per
ceremony. Couples must pre-regis-
ter by calling the First Night office at
(908) 518-2983.

“The renewal of vows have been
done at other First Nights,” reported
Ms. Karp. “It’s a nice way to say I still
love you.”

First Night is a New Year’s cel-
ebration of the Arts and is a multi-
cultural, multi-dimensional alcohol
free evening. It is designed for all
ages and will feature music, dance
and theatre, storytelling, magic, arts
and crafts, puppets and more.

First Night is made possible in
large part by the generosity of The
Westfield Y, The Westfield Founda-
tion, The Town of Westfield as well
as many other local organizations
and private donations.

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Men of Honor
Trustworthy Entertainment

3 popcorns

In an era when sheer patriotism
alone cannot be automatically counted
upon to rally legions of loyal citizens
to the Bijou for an evening of heart-
thumping pride and rousing good
will, variations on the theme are nec-
essary.

Oh, don’t get the wrong idea. Folks
still like rooting for something or
another. We’re hardwired to cheer
our group and adulate the champ
among us. It’s just that today’s citizen
of the world likes his or her love of
country obliquely applied and gift-
wrapped in designer label sentiment.

Men of Honor fits the bill.
“To thine own self be true” is the

popular message that reverberates
throughout this stirring true tale of
Carl Brashear, the first African-Ameri-
can to become a master diver in the
U.S. Navy. And in evincing his per-
sonal saga of heroism, director George
Tillman, Jr. successfully realizes an
old-fashioned film for contemporary
tastes.

But while the flag is enthusiasti-
cally waved throughout the swell
proceedings of this entertaining
throwback, it is tacitly underscored
that loyalty to land can only be ad-
mired if it is the servant of personal
liberty.

Portrayed with exemplary skill and
sensitivity by Cuba Gooding, Jr., Navy
man Brashear’s travail is, above all, a
test of civil rights, self-actualization
and human courage.

There is plenty to chew on here.
And Robert De Niro as Master Chief
Billy Sunday, diving instructor
extraordinaire and intermittent rep-
robate personified, makes the masti-
cation twice as much fun. Among the
many angles of thespic possibilities
that De Niro applies in shaping his
enigmatic character, he is to his deep
sea diving students what Lou Gossett,
Jr. was to his would-be fly boys in An
Officer and a Gentleman (1982).

You know the drill: “Look to your
right, look to your left. Two-thirds of
you guys aren’t going to graduate
from this course.” And of course Mr.
Sunday is none too thrilled with the
prospect of training this potential
barrier crasher. Still, it is a testament
to De Niro’s talent and skill that we
never truly believe Billy Sunday is a
bigot, even when the script tells us
so.

Nope. This Melvillian character’s
inner devils run too far afield for him
to be concerned with the
mundaneness of racial prejudice. Once
a great diver and war hero applauded
by General MacArthur himself, Chief
Sunday is confounded by an injury
that has relegated him to instructor
status.

He also has an insatiable ego, a
drinking problem, and a wonderfully
curious marriage to a fallen rich girl
(Charlize Theron) that reads right out
of literature. It’s a fine piece of realis-
tic side business that keeps you guess-
ing.

Gooding Jr.’s entreating passion,
matched by De Niro’s diverting can-
niness, makes for delightfully engag-
ing chemistry. For while at first blush
both characters seem to be from dis-
parate worlds, writer Scott Marshal
Smith’s effectively written script says
look again — and then look once
more. Thus the relationship that de-
velops between student and teacher
isn’t your usual, off-the-shelf hokum.
Director Tillman steers quite clear of
making this a buddy-buddy film in
the traditional sense.

True, the latter portions of Men of
Honor can be legitimately criticized
for caving-in to Hollywood conven-
tion. But that’s okay. It would sound
a much falser note if the director
attempted subtlety in a film so full of
profound import and heartfelt emo-
tions. And after weathering it through
Carl Brashear’s trials and tribulations,
we’re much more apt to forgive the
movie its soothing indulgences.

The big scoop of schmaltz Tillman
loads on toward the end further gives
the biopic the inspiring look and feel
of yesteryear’s movies with a mes-
sage.

However, the filmmaker zealously
prevents the relationship at the core
of his work from ever slipping into
garden variety melodrama. That’s
where he draws the line. The unique
genuineness created between

Gooding Jr. and De Niro is the movie’s
true power. Gooding Jr. is the righ-
teous hero, while De Niro is the wily
antihero. They are the picture’s Yin
and Yang. If they were a comedy
team instead of a dramatic duo,
Gooding Jr. would be the straight
man. He sets it up, and De Niro takes
it home.

Supporting performances, gener-
ally supplied as background save for
Theron’s puzzling bride, complement
the big doings in the center ring.
They consist of various and sundry
bigots who, for one unexplained rea-
son or another, don’t want Carl to
become the Navy’s version of Jackie
Robinson.

Sadly, in the early going his only
ally is another outcast. Snowhill, a
fellow recruit also with deep sea
aspirations played by Michael
Rapaport, is a stutterer. “What’s the
matter?” Brashear asks him after the
20 or so other sailors refuse to bunk
with him. “Don’t you hate me, too?”
And in a humorous testament to the
traditions of his home state, a flus-
tered Snowhill quite innocently re-
sponds, “N-n-no, I’m from Wiscon-
sin.”

Director Tillman exhibits how flip-
pantly unsubstantiated prejudice can
be.

Art direction sensitive to the movie’s
purposes works to establish mood,
time and place, whether during a
seat-edged underwater scene or a
particularly atmospheric moment on
a street just outside the Bayonne
Navy Yard.

But while other aspects of the pro-
duction may not be quite as perfect as
the performances given by Gooding,
Jr. and De Niro, you can rely on Men
of Honor to do the right thing.

*  *  *  *  *
Men of Honor, rated R, is a 20th

Century Fox release directed by George
Tillman, Jr. and stars Robert De Niro,
Cuba Gooding, Jr. and Charlize
Theron. Running time: 129 minutes.

Santa Works With SPBPA
To Send Wishes to North Pole

Cinderella to Delight Youngsters
At Cranford Dramatic Club

CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) will present its
children’s show, the childrens theatre
production of Cinderella on Saturday
and Sunday, December 9 and 10.

This comical retelling of the fa-
mous fairy tale by Charles Perrault is
the Prince Street Players’ version of
the story. Singing, dancing and group
participation will make this a fun
evening for children of all ages.

Cinderella is produced by Art
Kusiv, co-directed by Michael Marcus

NORTH POLE – Well-known
celebrity Santa Claus and Ray Par-
don, President of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Asso-
ciation (SPBPA), announced to-
day that they will be working
together to give area children the
opportunity to write an e-mail di-
rectly to Santa.

“Even as busy as I am this time
of year, I’m working with the SPBPA
to respond personally to every
message submitted to me through
www.VisitScotchPlains.com,”
Santa said, referring to a special
messaging system set up by the
SPBPA and Santa’s Elves.

Mr. Pardon explained, “As you
can imagine Santa is overwhelmed
with letters this time of year and
the SPBPA is please that Santa has
agreed to give special attention to
letters sent through the SPBPA
Web page at
www.VisitScotchPlains.com/
santa.”

Responding to a reporter’s ques-
tion about the cost for this service,
Santa laughed merrily and re-
sponded that “Santa never charges!
This is just a gift from the SPBPA
and myself as a way to say Merry
Christmas to the community.”

The special messaging system is
available on-line now at
www.VisitScotchPlains.com and
computers will be set up in The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

office at 1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch
Plains during the annual Old Fash-
ioned Holiday festival on Decem-
ber 3rd from Noon until 5 p.m.

and Sandi Pells, musical direction by
Phyllis Barmak and choreographed
by Mary Webb.

Performances will be held on De-
cember 9 at 10:30 a.m. and 1 and
3:30 p.m. December 10 perfor-
mances are slated for 1 and 3:30
p.m. Children’s tickets are $5. Adult
tickets are $7. Senior citizens are $5.
Tickets may be reserved by calling
the box office at (908) 276-7611.

CDC is located at 78 Winans Av-
enue, off Centennial Avenue.

Nancy J. Ori of Berkeley Heights
Exhibits at Kent Place Gallery

BERKELEY HEIGHTS –
Through December 15, the Kent
Place Gallery in Summit will present
the striking nature images of Nancy
J. Ori of Berkeley Heights, a photog-
rapher of architecture and landscape.

The exhibit, “Public Pathways: The
Olmsted Legacy,” is a photographic
journal highlighting the natural beauty
of Union County’s parks.

The photographic subjects include
Ash Brook Reservation, Briant Park,
Echo Lake Park, Elizabeth River Park,
Milton Lake Park, Nomahegan Park,
Oak Ridge Park, Passaic River Park,

Rahway River Park, Warinanco Park
and Watchung Reservation.

A reception to welcome Ms. Ori will
be held December 1 from 6 to 8 p.m.
in the gallery. The exhibit and recep-
tion are free and open to the public.

The Kent Place Gallery, located in
Summit on the campus of Kent Place
School, is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday to Friday, or by appoint-
ment with Judy Lapides, Director.

For more information, please call
(908) 273-0900, Extension No. 332
or visit Kent Place at
www.kentplace.org.

Oscar-Winning Filmmaker
To Lecture, Show Films

WESTFIELD – Beverly Shaffer,
an Academy Award-winning docu-
mentary filmmaker, will be the
next speaker in the Westfield Lec-
ture Series’ 2000-2001 season. I’ll
Find a Way, Ms. Shaffer’s Oscar-
winning movie, will be one of the
two films shown and discussed.

The event, entitled “Special Chil-
dren,” will take place on Thurs-
day, November 30, at 7:30 p.m. at
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside. Refreshments will
follow. Admission is $5 or $3 for
senior citizens.

Two of Ms. Shaffer’s movies, as
well as a discussion of her experi-
ences as a director, will be in-
cluded in the evening’s program.

Ms. Shaffer’s presentation is the
second in this season’s Westfield
Lecture Series, which is sponsored
by the Westfield Foundation and
the Westfield Y. It is funded in part
by the Union County Freeholders
HEART Grant program.

The series will include a discus-
sion on February 15 about jazz, a
film on April 19 about the restora-
tion of the Sistine Chapel, and a
film on May 10 about young base-
ball players.

For more information, please
call Dave Mueller at the Y, (908)
233-2700, Extension No. 233.

Beginning
with the

November
30th edition
of A&E, the
majority of
A&E press

releases will
appear as
brief calen-

dar an-
nouncements
to save space

for our by-
line stories.

Workshop for the Arts
Awarded HEART Grant

WESTFIELD – On behalf of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), Dr. Theodore K. Schlosberg
accepted a $5,000 HEART Grant
awarded by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Dr. Scholsberg, Founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of NJWA, received
the grant in recognition for the
organization’s success in establishing
The Plainfield Summer Music Work-
shop.

In partnership with the Plainfield
Board of Education, the workshop
began as a single course in “String
Magic” and evolved into a summer
music workshop providing instruc-

tion on numerous instruments to 100
children attending the Plainfield school
district.

“The tremendous support of the
community residents really makes a
difference; in fact, it is the community
support that gives the impetus to the
success of these programs,” com-
mented Dr. Schlosberg.

Due to community response and
awards such as the HEART Grant,
programs such as The Plainfield Sum-
mer Music Workshop will continue
and expand. Dr. Schlosberg would
like to add additional art experiences
to the workshop, including dance,
drama, fine arts and creative writing.

“Welcome Home to Westfield”
Holiday Events Calendar 2000

Happy Holidays!

Sunday, November 26
5:00 PM  North Avenue Train Station Parking Lot
Annual Tree Lighting and Santa's Arrival with Girl Scout Mitten Tree Project. The Mayor will light our town
Christmas Tree and Santa arrives on the Westfield Fire Truck.  Music provided by the Westfield Community
Band. Girls Scouts will collect warm new mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and socks for the needy.  United
Methodist Youth Fellowship will serve cocoa and will be collecting non-perishable foods and canned goods for
the needy.

Sunday, December 3
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM  MotoPhoto Portrait Studio, 251 North Avenue
Photos with Santa. Free 5x7 with donation of 2 cans of non-perishable food for the Westfield Food Pantry.

Thursday, December 7
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  Musical Performances in downtown stores
Saturday, December 9
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Watson Highlanders Pipe Band
Bagpipers and drummers will perform traditional festive music throughout downtown Westfield.
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  Yuletide Carolers
Carolers dressed in "Dickens" attire will stroll through downtown Westfield entertaining shoppers.
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM  Women's Barbershop Quartet
Barbershop harmony group will perform throughout downtown Westfield.
Sunday, December 10
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  Musical Performances in downtown stores
Thursday, December 14
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  Musical Performances in downtown stores
Saturday, December 16
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Watson Highlanders Pipe Band
Bagpipers and drummers will perform traditional festive music throughout downtown Westfield.

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  Yuletide Carolers
Carolers dressed in "Dickens" attire will stroll through downtown Westfield entertaining shoppers.

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM   Women's Barbershop Quartet
Barbershop harmony will entertain shoppers throughout downtown Westfield.

Sunday, December 17
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Musical Performances in downtown stores
Saturday, December 23
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Watson Highlanders Pipe Band
Bagpipers and drummers will perform traditional festive music throughout downtown Westfield.

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  Yuletide Carolers
Carolers dressed in "Dickens" attire will stroll through downtown Westfield entertaining shoppers.

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM   Women's Barbershop Quartet
Barbershop harmony will entertain shoppers throughout downtown Westfield.

Sunday, December 31
7:00 PM - 1:00 AM First Night Westfield
An alcohol-free celebration of the arts throughout Westfield. Information: 908-518-2983.
Sunday, January 21, 2001
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Ice Sculpting in downtown Westfield
 Westfield Winterfest


