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Recreation Program Coordinator Position Created;
Allison Halperin of Metuchen Chosen to Fill Post

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Recognizing the need for a full-
time coordinator of programs and
events, a new position in Westfield’s
Recreation Department has been cre-
ated. The position of Recreation Pro-
gram Coordinator was an idea born
more than three years ago, said Rec-
reation Director Glenn S. Burrell.

“Scheduling the many diverse ac-
tivities, programs and events for a
community as large as Westfield has
become a complex task calling for a
skilled professional,” Mr. Burrell ex-
plained.

Allison Halperin, who grew up in
Metuchen, and now lives in Clark,
was chosen as the most qualified

candidate to fill the new position.
She will oversee the creation, coor-
dination and scheduling of a wide
variety of programs and activities
within the Recreation Department.

Ms. Halperin comes to Westfield
with a diverse background in recre-
ation. She received a degree in Rec-
reation and Leisure Management
from East Stroudsburg University
graduating in 1995. Her previous
job experiences included big event
and party planning for corporations,
program planning and coordination
for a Condominium Association and
managing a variety of recreational
facilities including a Discovery
Zone, a play and activity center for
children, and a Merrill Lynch fit-

ness center.
Ms. Halperin said that she was

desirous of changing her career be-
cause her previous positions were
limited in scope and opportunity.
Working for a municipality, Ms.
Halperin said, is more challenging
and diversified.

“I wanted to work on a larger
scale with a wider variety of pro-
grams and people. I’m excited that
the Recreation Department is al-
lowing me the flexibility to create
and design new programs and ac-
tivities,” she added.

Some of the new programs being
offered this winter are an adult art
class and a massage therapy class.
Ms. Halperin also hopes to be able

to offer other new programs in the
spring, including yoga and tai-cize, a
cross between tai-chi and exercise.

The salary for the newly created
position has been approved for
$34,320,00, 80 percent coming from
the Recreation Commission’s bud-
get and the other 20 percent from a
trust fund.

Through a creative re-organiza-
tion of the budget, Mr. Burrell ex-
plained, we were able to fund the
new position without any additional
cost to the taxpayers.

The position of Assistant Director
of Recreation left vacant by Jim
Gildea’s transfer is still unfilled and
résumés for that position are being
reviewed.

Council Appoints New Chief
To Head Town Fire Dept.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield’s Fire Department is of-
ficially under new leadership with
the promotion of former Deputy
Chief John Castellano to Fire Chief
last week by the Town Council. He
takes command of a paid 38-man
department and a 20-man volunteer
contingent.

Chief Castellano had been serving
as Acting Chief for the past several
months. He worked his way up
through the department ranks. He
had been assigned to the department’s
fire prevention segment for a number
of years and held the ranks of lieu-
tenant, and captain before advancing
to deputy chief in 1994.

“He has a proven record of leader-
ship. He has great communication
skills. He is a strategic planner and
has good organizational skills and he
focuses a lot on training personnel,”
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said. “He
is a good thing for our fire depart-
ment and a good thing for our town.”

In announcing the appointment at
last Wednesday’s council meeting,

Fourth Ward Councilwoman and
Public Works Committee Chair-
woman Janis Fried Weinstein said,
“We all extend congratulations to
Chief Castellano.”

Chief Castellano joined the de-
partment as a firefighter in 1967. He
attended night school at John Jay
College, attaining a degree in fire
science and administration. Chief
Castellano also holds an associate’s
degree in fire science. He also has
completed graduate administration
courses towards a master’s degree.

He holds licenses from the state as
a fire protection inspector, fire offi-
cial and construction official.

“My focus is going to be moving
the department ahead with training,”
Chief Castellano stated, indicating
he wants the best trained and best
prepared department he can field.

In 1997, Chief Castellano took

Gala Open House Slated
At Town Fire Department

Michael Ferguson Begins Preparation Process
Of  Replacing Franks in House of Representatives

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Just days after his victory over
Maryanne S. Connelly to represent
New Jersey’s Seventh Congressional
District, Michael A. Ferguson was
receiving numerous congratulatory
telephone calls as he began to make
plans to open offices in the district
and Washington and hire a staff.

Mr. Ferguson showed obvious signs
of fatigue when he met with The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood last Thurs-
day in his Warren campaign head-
quarters.

“We are thrilled with the victory
and so grateful to the people who
supported us and the people who
didn’t support us but participated in
the process,” the Congressman-elect
stated.

Mr. Ferguson will take the seat of
Bob Franks, who vacated his House
position to run for the Senate. Mr.
Franks lost that bid to Democratic
challenger Jon Corzine.

Mr. Ferguson said he wants to be a
Representative in Congress who helps
to restore people’s faith in govern-
ment.

“And we are seeing a problem
right now with this presidential situ-
ation. It has turned into a bit of a
mess. It has become very politicized,”
he explained. “The good part is that
people are actually learning about
our Constitutional process,” such as
the impeachment process a few years

ago and now the electoral college
method of electing the president.

Mr. Ferguson headed down to
Washington D.C. for orientation on
Sunday, where he will “learn the
ropes” of voting as a House member,
hiring a staff and setting up a Wash-
ington office.

He said he would
be interested in serv-
ing on the Com-
merce or Education
Committees, al-
though in the end he
will have little to say
in this regard.

“It (the orienta-
tion) will be every-
thing from how to
help your family
deal with the new
challenges to how
you vote in the
House chamber to
going through the
committee selection
process to hiring
your staff to setting
up your D.C. and
district offices,” he explained, not-
ing that he may have as many as four
district offices, with one or two lo-
cated in Union County.

Looking at the slim Republican
majorities in the Senate and House
of Representatives come January and
the closeness of the Presidential race,
Congressman-elect Ferguson said,
“What we are going to have is three

branches of government that will be
divided by the slimmest of margins.
That, to me, is a signal from the
people of this country that they want
the parties to work together.”

“Neither party has a mandate. Nei-
ther party has all the answers. What

people seem to be
saying is, ‘We like
some of what the
Republicans have
to say and some of
what the Demo-
crats have to say.
Get it together and
work to address the
challenges of the
country,’” he said.

Mr. Ferguson
said he would like
to stay involved in
the communities
that make up the
Seventh District
by speaking at
schools and before
community groups
and encouraging
all persons to par-

ticipate in the political process.
“I would like to make myself as

available as I possibly can to the
people of this district,” Congress-
man-elect Ferguson said, indicating
that he will be looking to meet with
constituents one-on-one, as well as
at “Town Hall” meetings, tours of
local downtowns and during meet-
ings with business and community

leaders. “And I want to do all these
things on a regular basis.”

He said constituent services “will
be an absolute top priority” of his
offices. Mr. Ferguson said he wants
to spend as much time in the district
as he can, going to Washington
mainly to vote and to work on legis-
lation.”

On the wall in his Warren cam-
paign office are charts indicating
how his campaign expected he would
win or lose among the 34 towns that
comprise the district, versus how Mr.
Ferguson did in the end.

He said the most impressive num-
bers actually came from Woodbridge,
the largest city in the district, where
Mr. Ferguson anticipated losing by
4,200 votes, but came within 1,600
tallies of winning the city, out of
25,000 votes cast.

Also, in the portion of Linden that
lies in the Seventh District, Mr.
Ferguson anticipated losing by 400
votes, but Mrs. Connelly won the
city by just 97 tallies. He won Mrs.
Connelly’s hometown of Fanwood,
where she had served as Mayor and
as a long-time Councilwoman, by
over 150 tallies.

Locally, he won Westfield by al-
most 900 votes, Scotch Plains by
over 600 and Mountainside by over
1,000 tallies.

“We felt going into Election Day
that we had the edge and that we had
a very good ‘get-out-the-vote’ op-
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Michael A. Ferguson

command of the fire prevention of-
fice upon the promotion of Paul A.
Battiloro, Jr. to Chief.

“I guess my claim to fame is al-
ways moving forward. If there is
anything new on the horizon let’s get
it,” he told The Westfield Leader.

Chief Castellano was responsible
for having the department computer-
ized in 1995. He also has been work-
ing on upgrading the department’s
communications system.

“My goal is to bring to the Town of
Westfield the best educated depart-
ment in firefighting and the best per-
sonnel that we can get,” Chief

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

The Westfield Fire Department
presents a gala open house on
Sunday, November 19, beginning
at noon at Fire Headquarters, 405
North Avenue, West.

All the fire equipment will be
on display with demonstrations
of rope and accident rescues. Also
on hand will be the smoke trailer.

Rope Rescue demonstrations
will be held from 12-1 p.m. and
again from 3-4 p.m. A car extrica-
tion drill using the “Jaws of Life”
will be conducted from 1:30 to
2:30 p.m. A tour through the
“smoke house” trailer, which will
be stationed at Fire Headquarters
until 5 p.m., will allow the public
to experience simulated fire con-
ditions and required safety mea-
sures.

The entire community is invited
to attend the 125th Westfield Fire
Department Anniversary celebration.

John Castellano

Westfield School Board
To Meet Next Tuesday
The Westfield Board of Educa-

tion will meet on Tuesday, No-
vember 21, at 8 p.m. to discuss
budget priorities for the 2001-
2002 school year. The open pub-
lic meeting will be held at 302
Elm Street in Room No. 105.

A complete agenda will be
available on Friday, November
17, in the Board Secretary’s of-
fice at 302 Elm Street.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
STANDING AT ATTENTION...The 250th Signal Battalion of the Army National Guard present the colors during the
opening ceremony of the V2K Veterans 2000 Dinner Dance which was held at the National Guard Armory as a tribute
to honor all veterans. The event was sponsored by the Westfield Historical Society.

     Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
NINETY-FIVE YEARS OF HISTORY...P. Robert Schreil, Curator of the
Heritage Room of the 117th Cavalry Association at the National Guard Armory
in Westfield, stands next to a display of 95 years of his family’s history.

Commuters Respond Positively to Town Proposal
For Jitney Service to Westfield Train Station

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Town officials revealed Tuesday
night that a proposal to initiate a
jitney commuter shuttle service in
Westfield has received a favorable
response from residents in a recent
survey.

Assistant Town Administrator
James H. Gildea said 1,357 surveys
were sent out to persons with com-
muter parking lot permits or those on
waiting lists for these spaces. The
survey produced a response rate of
41 percent as of November.

The proposed jitney service calls
for passengers to be picked up at
designated locations in town and
driven to the Westfield train station.

Of the surveys returned, 316 per-
sons, or 58 percent of respondents,
indicated they would utilize the
curbside commuter jitney service,
with 229 persons saying they would
not ride a jitney bus. The town has
proposed four routes, two each on
the north and south sides of town.
The town would charge $2 a ride for
the service.

The bulk of respondents said they

would use the service between 6 and
7:30 a.m. and from 6 to 7 p.m.

“It looks like we’re going to be in
the jitney business,” said Town Ad-
ministrator Thomas P. Shannon.

The town is also considering a
jitney service from a centrally lo-
cated parking lot on the south side of
town to the Rahway train station, a
station from which NJ Transit offers
New York City direct service. Ninety-
five persons indicated interest in such
a service, with 451 survey respon-
dents giving an unfavorable response.

Trains from Westfield provide ser-
vice to Penn Station in Newark. Com-
muters must change Path trains to
get into Manhattan.

While there is significant interest
in a jitney program, the town re-
ceived some bad news as to the avail-
ability of mini-vans they had been
expecting from the County of Union.
County representatives have indi-
cated that Paratransit vehicles would
likely not be able to accommodate a
jitney service.

Paratransit vans are not governed
by the same Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) regulations as are
fee-driven vehicles such as the jitney
service the town is considering. Also,
they only accommodate eight pas-
sengers.

Mr. Shannon indicated that the
county has changed vendors for its
Paratransit program. He said the new
contractor “is not as useful to us” as
the previous county vendor.

That news did not sit well with
Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein.

“I’m disappointed. We’ve been
waiting for months. In the meantime
we have done nothing to look into
trying to figure out something on our
own. I wanted to do this a long time
ago,” she said.

Mr. Shannon said the town may be
able to use three county-owned ve-
hicles which are probably free of
DOT regulations.

The agreement with the county, as
previously discussed, would require
the town to pick up the cost of the
drivers, with the county supplying
the vehicles.

Second Ward Councilman James

J. Gruba, who chairs the council’s
Finance Committee, indicated the
original cost to the town was $11 per
hour for each van.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan said the town should inquire
about the county’s Seniors in Motion
grant program, which provides ve-
hicles to towns for transportation of
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 Mr. Ferguson

F R E E
Pictures with Santa!

Santa Is Coming!

Monday-Friday 9-9 • Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 9-5
39 S. Martine Avenue • Fanwood • (908) 322-4008

Irma’s

Sunday, November 19th
12 noon - 3 p.m.

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
WESTFIELD , NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

eration and we were working so, so
hard,” Mr. Ferguson stated.

As he moves to this new stage in his
life, he congratulated Mrs. Connelly
on a “hard fought” race and vowed to
work with Republicans, Democrats
and Independents alike to represent
all interests in the district.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Castellano
Castellano said. He emphasized that
the department is a “service agency”
that serves the community.

Westfield firefighters attend courses
at the Union County Fire Academy in
Linden and are trained to be Emer-
gency Medical Technicians by the
Westfield Rescue Squad.

“What we are trying to do is help the
rescue squad when they’re in a bind,”
he said.

With budget talks with the Town Coun-
cil coming up early in the new year, Chief
Castellano said he will once again be
pushing for another new fire pumper to
replace an aging engine.

The council approved one truck last
year but defeated a request for a second
pumper. Chief Castellano is encourag-
ing the council to set  a portion of money
aside each year for such large purchases
as fire trucks which cost around
$350,000 since they have to be custom
made to order.

The department’s bargaining unit is
also currently in negotiations for a new
contract.

READY TO  ROLL ’EM….John and Melissa Russitano stand by with their equipment as the TV-36 filming team to
record activities at the V2K Veterans Day Dinner Dance in Westfield on November 11.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
BRIDGE REOPENS…Representatives from Scotch Plains, Fanwood and NJ Transit gather at the Hetfield Avenue
Bridge to mark the reopening of the bridge following completion of repairs. Pictured, left to right, are: Fanwood Director
of Public Works Raymond Manfra, Fanwood Borough Engineer Richard Marsden, Fanwood Mayor Louis C. Jung, NJ
Transit engineer Dick Olsen, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks, NJ Transit engineer David Abeles, Scotch Plains
Assistant Engineer Joe Timko, NJ Transit engineer James Taylor and George F. Mesiha, owner of GFM Construction
of Rutherford, the contractor for the project. The work, which had been estimated to take six months, took 85 days to
complete.

School District Awaits Final Aid Figures From State
To Offset Taxes in $35.7 Million Bond Referendum

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- “Kids de-
serve it. Teachers deserve it. The
community deserves it,” stated Park
Middle School Principal Rocco
Collucci, following the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education’s November 14 bond ref-
erendum meeting.

“It” is a $35.7 million bond refer-
endum on which the public will vote
Tuesday, December 12. District offi-
cials expect at least 34 percent, or
$12.1 million, of the renovation and
construction projects to be funded by
the state under the School Facilities
Construction & Financing Act. This
would leave $23 million to be picked
up by property taxpayers.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony DelSordi said the
district hopes to hear a definitive aid
figure from the state this week.

The board and administration are
eager to see the bond pass this De-
cember to ensure the district receives
a share of the $2.6 billion in state aid
earmarked for construction programs
in districts like Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, which are usually ineli-
gible for such funding.

The referendum represents the first
major school bond referendum to go
before Scotch Plains and Fanwood in
nearly 30 years.

Mr. DelSordi summarized the ele-
ments of the referendum as follows:

• Permanent walls for instruc-
tional spaces (School One, Brunner,
Coles and McGinn Elementary
Schools)

• Multi-purpose rooms (all el-
ementary schools, plus Park and
Terrill Middle Schools)

• Communications upgrades (all
elementary and middle schools)

• Americans with Disabilities Act
upgrades (all schools)

• Small group instruction rooms
(School One, Brunner and Evergreen)

• Emergency lighting (Brunner)
• Electrical upgrades (Evergreen

and Park)
• Room renovations (Evergreen,

Park and Terrill)
• Media center upgrades (Park and

Terrill)
• Enclosed breezeway/corridor

(Park)
• New classrooms (Coles and

Terrill)
• Auditorium renovations (Park

and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School)

• Second floor link between build-
ings, including two elevators
(SPFHS)

• Window renovations/replace-
ments (McGinn, Park and SPFHS)

• Athletic field bleachers (SPFHS)
• Roof replacement/renovation

(Terrill and SPFHS)
The business administrator re-

viewed the tax implications of the
referendum, explaining the average
tax increase in Scotch Plains would
be $171 per year or $14.25 per month.
In Fanwood, the average increase
would be $145/year or $12/month.
The term of the bond would be 20
years.

Mr. Collucci called the timing of
the referendum a “golden opportu-
nity” for the community, given the
state funding that is available.

“Park is showing the signs of wear
and tear of 75 years. The outside still
looks charming, but if we’re going to
have 75 more years of charming, we
have to do something with the infra-
structure,” Mr. Collucci said.

He said the building is constantly
being used, during the day by stu-
dents, then evenings and weekends
by the community. He and Jodi Frank,
Assistant Principal of Terrill, listed
the many ways in which district
school buildings are used: exercise
classes, basketball programs, adult
school, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,
church programs, karate classes, soc-
cer and softball programs, sports pic-
tures and the drama club.

“It’s truly a community school,”
Mr. Collucci said.

Principal John Foulks expects
Terrill’s enrollment to rise by 185-
200 students with the influx of fifth
grade students in September 2002.

“Twelve classrooms will allow me
to put 7th and 8th graders on the
second floor, and 5th and 6th graders
on the first,” he said. “The multi-
purpose room will allow us to pro-
vide a comprehensive health and
physical education program for all
fifth graders three times a week.”

Mr. Foulks said the new space
would allow his staff to “legitimately
meet” the mandatory 150 minutes
per week of health/p.e. for fifth grad-
ers that the elementary schools pres-
ently struggle to fulfill because of
space limitations.

The multi-purpose room will also
serve as a dining facility for the fifth
grade.

Mrs. Frank added, “If the bond
goes down, there will (still) be over
750 students here. Right now, we
have two to three teachers sharing
rooms over eight periods. We’ve al-
ready run out of space with 550 (the
current student population). The only
alternative is for class size to go up.”

During the meeting, Scotch Plains
resident Steve Schwartz asked if the
state could penalize the district if
schools did not provide the appropri-
ate space (as defined by the state) for
growing numbers of students.

Mr. DelSordi confirmed the state
could come in and mandate mea-

sures to accommodate those students
if the district’s plan showed that enroll-
ment count exceeded available space.

In response to another question
from Mr. Schwartz regarding the
public relations effort related to the
bond, Mr. DelSordi, board members,
Public Information Coordinator
Kathleen Meyer, Parent Teacher As-
sociation Council President Dorothy
Lusk, and Co-Chair of the citizens’
Coalition to Support the Bond Pat
Hoynes outlined what the public can
expect to see in the way of informa-
tion over the next few weeks.

A six-page mailer from the district
will be going to every household in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood the week
of November 20. That will be fol-
lowed by a telephone survey and a
final pre-election general mailer.

The PTA will conduct a postcard
campaign to all families with chil-
dren in the school system; it will be

distributing weekly factoids with
easy-to-digest information about the
bond; and it will use its room parent
network to call parents of school-
children to remind them to vote.

This week, the Coalition launched
its coffee series to share information
from board members and adminis-
trators with residents. It will be dis-
tributing bond literature through li-
braries, pre-schools and local mer-
chants; distributing fliers; and con-
ducting a telephone campaign closer
to the election.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
Mr. Collucci picked up on Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Carol B.
Choye’s statement about wanting to
“match educational facilities with
the quality of our instructional pro-
gram.”

He added, “We’re asking kids to
get to certain standards in substan-
dard facilities.”

senior citizens, to see if these vehicles
could be used to transport seniors and
commuters.

He noted that the town received a
grant last year from the state of $75,000,
in addition to $75,000 the council allo-
cated in this year’s municipal govern-
ment capital plan. Councilman Sullivan
said this money is available to acquire
vehicles to initiate transportation ser-
vices.

The councilman said the town could
obtain a vehicle via a commuter shuttle
program sponsored by NJ Transit. The
program provides vehicles to towns,
with the municipalities providing the
driver.

Mr. Sullivan also indicated that the
town could buy a vehicle through NJ
Transit’s joint purchasing program.

In other business, the Finance Com-
mittee will consider whether to recom-
mend to the council the waving of ad-
ministrative fees charged for raffle and
bingo licenses. The town receives $10
for each raffle and bingo license held, the
same amount as charged by the state.

The issue was discussed last year
upon a request by the Holy Trinity Home
and School Association for the council
to waive the $1,500 the Association
pays annually in municipal fees charged
for raffle and bingo licenses.

SP Council Acts to Change
Zoning On Donato Lot

To Commercial Use
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains Township Council held a spe-
cial meeting last week in order to intro-
duce a zoning ordinance amendment
that will affect the Donato property on
Union Avenue that is currently the sub-
ject of litigation stemming from a pro-
posed townhouse development that was
denied by township officials.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that the amendment would
not change the zoning of the property
from multiple family housing, but
would, instead, put in another zoning
component allowing a developer to
build commercial office space on the
site.

The reasoning is that an expansion of
the zoning ordinance would provide a bit
more flexibility in developing the prop-

erty at some point in the future.
Back in July, the Township Planning

Board denied an application by real
estate developer K. Hovnanian to con-
struct a 100-unit townhome develop-
ment on the property, which is owned
by the Donato family and situated on
the Scotch Plains-Watching border in
an area known as “The Reserve.” The
board cited local concerns about flood-
ing as one of the primary reasons for
the denial.

Hovnanian is currently appealing the
decision in State Superior Court.

The Township Council will hold a
special meeting on Monday, Novem-
ber 27, in order to hold a public hearing
on the ordinance and to take a vote on
passing the zoning amendment.

Earlier, at its conference meeting, its
first since the mayoral and council elec-
tions that saw Republicans Martin L.
Marks and Paulette Coronato elected
to full terms as Mayor and council
member, respectively, the council was
informed of a community shuttle pro-
gram sponsored by NJ Transit that
would, according to Mr. Atkins, make
grants available for a shuttle bus. He
said NJ Transit would provide the bus,
which would be used to pick up com-
muters in various spots in town and
take them to the Fanwood Train Station
in the morning, with evening transpor-
tation from the train station a possibil-
ity as well.

Mr. Atkins said township officials
are presently discussing the shuttle bus
service with Fanwood.

The council’s next regular meeting
will be held on Tuesday, November 21.

There were no meetings this week
due to township officials attending the
New Jersey League of Municipalities
meeting in Atlantic City.
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Town Council


