
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, November 16, 2000 Page 5

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
Councill Craftsmen • Brownstreet • Nichols &-Stone • Shifman • Hancock & Moore • Virginia Metalcrafters

Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hickory Chair • Dimes • Widdicomb

Valley Furniture Shop

53rd ANNUAL-STOREWIDE ANNIVERSARY SALE!
Extended through November 20th!

SPECTACULAR-REDUCTIONS!
Drawing for Door Prize - Trip to Colonial Williamsburg

Special Sale Hours:- Monday - Friday 10-9;   Saturday 10-5:30;      Sunday 1-5
 20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756 - 7623       33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506  (973) 427-1848

SOUTHWOOD 50% off on all Upholstery Samples
including special purchase 18th Century frames
and Oct. 2000 New England Collection Samples

KINDEL Phyfe Table  Sale: $3995.
Sideboard w/ gallery Sale:-$4100.
Chipp. Chairs Arm Sale: $1295. Side Sale: $960.

STICKLEY Mission at Anniversary Sale Prices
(Watchung Store Only)

D.R.-DIMES Clock
Tiger Maple Sale: $9500 (floor)

EJ-VICTOR Newport Loveseat
List: $7722. Sale: $3500.

WIDDICOMB Secretary Bookcase
List: $28,400 SALE:-$15,900

HENKEL HARRIS Rice Carved Bed
Queen Sale $3648. King Sale $3966.
Pieces in Stock for Holiday Delivery.

HANCOCK &-MOORE Leather Austin Sofa.
Some styles up to 50% off on pieces in Stock.

SAVE 35 - 55%
$100

Gift Certificate
on Premium Sets

WIDDICOMB Revolving
Book Table Sale $4590.HANCOCK&MOORE

Recliner from $999.
HICKORY CHAIR

Arm Chair from $569.

Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions
Valley Furniture Shop

325 North Avenue East, Westfield
908-232-8977

Jay@BoyleLLC.com

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

Securities are offered through 1717 Capital Management Company
PO Box 15626 Wilmington DE 19850 • Member NASD, SIPC

INSURANCE · INVESTMENTS
ESTATE PLANNING

Pediatric Care
of Scotch Plains

A.C. Banerjee, M.D., Ph.D., F.A.A.P., PA
Board Certified Pediatrician

1801 East Second St., Scotch Plains • (908) 490-1707

Announces the opening of new office

First Quality Care
for Your Children’s Health

• New patients welcome • Same day urgent visits
• Single provider – one on one care

Extended evening & weekend hours

Westfield Barber Gus Oliveri
Trades Scissors for Retirement

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Gus Oliveri, a life-
long barber in Westfield, is retiring his
scissors after cutting hair for more than
58 years. Mr. Oliveri retired a few weeks
ago from Baci Hair Studio on East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Mr. Oliveri began his lifelong ca-
reer in Palermo, Italy as an apprentice
barber at the age of 7. By the time he
was 12, he was cutting hair on his
own.

“That’s the way it was in Italy,” Mr.
Oliveri recalled. “We were finished with
school and ready to work at the age of 12.
We weren’t afraid of hard work.”

He came to the United States with his
mother in 1948, to join his father, who
was already living here. At 17, he found
a position cutting hair in Newark.

“Coming to the United States was a
difficult adjustment for us,” he re-
membered.

Luckily, working as a barber did
not require him to speak fluent En-
glish, he noted.

“It was a good living back then,” he
remarked. “I’d could do 20 people or
more in one day. I had a knack for it.”

In 1964, Mr. Oliveri and his family
moved to this area and he found a
position at the Mayfair Barber Shop
on Quimby Street in Westfield. He
worked at Mayfair for 20 years and
then transferred to Oscar’s Barber
Shop, owned by Oscar Galdi on East
Broad Street, where he remained until he
retired. Oscar’s was sold and changed

Shortage of Gym Space Has
Far Reaching Implications

Letters to the Editor
SP-F Voters Need to End Quick Fixes
By Passing Bond for School District

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education and community have had
serious discussions about school over-
crowding for years. Facilities Commit-
tees have convened and offered solu-
tions. But concern for the taxpayer led
the board to the quick fix; to re-district
small neighborhoods to less crowded
schools, to add classrooms here and
there.

Unfortunately, short-term strategies
don’t work in the face of continuing
enrollment growth – so we’re back to
art-on-a-cart, large classes and build-
ings that are stretched beyond their ca-
pacity.

Similarly, the board has listened to
concerns from parents and teachers about
building conditions at Park Middle
School for many years. While a major
renovation seemed called for, concerns
for the taxpayer left the building with
patches and paint; short-term solutions
which always lead us back to the reality
of a 73-year-old building continuing to
deteriorate.

There are no more quick fixes. It’s
time for bold action, or we will be left
with five elementary schools unable to
house their students, an aging middle
school in shameful condition and stu-
dents being taught in trailers.

The Board of Education has unani-
mously supported the proposed school
bond because they recognize that we’re
out of quick fixes. But perhaps more
significantly, we’ll never get a better
value for our dollar.

Recognizing the crisis in New Jersey
schools, the Legislature passed the Edu-
cational Facilities Construction & Fi-
nancing Act which will provide $12
million+ for projects if we pass this
bond! Those funds are our taxes, com-
ing back to serve our community. The
Act creates a limited pool of money
and the luck of good timing puts Scotch
Plains/Fanwood schools at the front of
the line. Delay in bond passage could
cause us to lose out entirely, because
once the fund is exhausted it will not

be replenished.
The time for quick fixes is past. The

time to act will never be more oppor-
tune. Seize this opportunity to restore
our schools and maximize the value of
your tax dollars. Say “Yes” on Decem-
ber 12!

Pat Hoynes-O’Connor
Fanwood

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Recent con-
cerns over a shortage of available
gym facilities for sports activities
have some Westfield parents won-
dering if the town isn’t short chang-
ing their young people.

It wasn’t until after this season’s
tryouts on October 19, that coaches
and parents of 6th grade basket-
ball players knew if there would
be one team or two.

Because of an increase in the
number of teams and the needs of
other organizations for the use of
the Girls Gym at Westfield High
School and the Tamaques School
gym, coach Mike Venezia was
originally told he would not be
able to field two basketball teams
per age group.

“Last year there were enough
players for two 5th grade traveling
teams,” commented Mr. Venezia.
“This year 34 boys tried out, and if
we cut back to one team, we would
need only 12 players. That’s a lot
of boys who would not be able to
play.”

Parents of players sent a letter of
concern to Westfield Superinten-
dent of Schools William J. Foley
expressing their anxiety over the
lack of available gym space and its
impact on the boys’ ability to take

part in the competitive activity and
excel at the game.

“Coaching staff and parents are
willing to make all necessary sacri-
fices, donating their time and efforts
so that these boys could compete and
improve their basketball skills,” read
the letter in part.

Dr. Foley, while sympathetic to
the concerns of the parents and offer-
ing to help in any way, replied that
the scheduling of the town’s gyms
for recreational programs is the re-
sponsibility of the Recreation De-
partment.

By doubling teams up for practice
and utilizing gym time not previ-
ously allocated for sports, the
Westfield Basketball Association was
able to maintain the two traveling
teams for 6th grade boys.

“Part of the gym scheduling prob-
lem has been that it is unclear who is
actually doing the scheduling,” said
Bill Taylor, a parent, former coach
and member of the Westfield Basket-
ball Association Board. “The Recre-
ation Department is in charge of
scheduling, but WBA must go
through the Board of Education to
get gym time. This needs to be clari-
fied,” he continued. “As kids grow
older, the demand for gym time will
increase.”

Westfield parent Norward Harris,
a father of two, sees the lack of gym

space as being a larger social issue
with more far-reaching implica-
tions than whether there will be
one 6th grade basketball team or
two.

“What makes a town? It is the
children,” stated Mr. Harris.
“Downsizing facilities and pro-
grams means more kids hanging
out with nothing to do.”

“Programs like basketball moti-
vate children to self-pride,” he con-
tinued. “Kids having nothing to do
leads to a major problem. Why wait
for a problem? Then it’s too late.”

Mr. Harris would like to see the
new administration address some
of the issues affecting the needs of
Westfield’s children. He’d like to
see an in-depth study done of all
sports and recreation activities for
children. “Recreational facilities
are of no value unless they benefit
kids,” he said, adding that many of
Westfield’s recreational facilities
are not competitive with those of
other towns in the area and lack
simple necessities such as basic
First Aid kits.

“We have the money to fund
these projects. We need fresh ideas,
a plan to accomplish what we need
done and a time frame for doing
so,” said Mr. Harris. “We need to
ask ourselves: are we doing enough
for the children? Can we do more?”

names in 1998 to Baci Hair Studio.
“I worked with Gus for over 15

years. I am going to miss him,” Mr.
Galdi said. “He was a great person to
work with and an excellent barber.”

Mr. Oliveri also noted that he has
cut the hair of many of Westfield’s
most notable citizens over the years.

“Many interesting people sat in my
chairs. My philosophy has always been
to treat everyone with respect, and what
goes around will come around,” he stated.

When asked about his future plans,
Mr. Oliveri said that he plans on driv-
ing to Boston, then taking a long road
trip to California. After his travels, he
will move into a senior citizen’s retire-
ment community in Toms River.

Mr. Oliveri also has two children
and two grandchildren, whom he plans
on spending more time with.

“It was a great career, but I’m glad
it’s over now,” he remarked. “Now, I
get to live it up.”

Florida Vote Poses Unprecedented
Threat to American Democracy

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINAL SNIPS...Gus Oliveri, a lifelong barber in Westfield, has
decided to pack away his scissors and barber tools to enjoy a life
of retirement and leisure. Mr. Oliveri has been employed at Baci
Hair Studio on East Broad Street in Westfield. He has been cutting
hair since the age of 12.

Editor’s Note: The following was writ-
ten as an open letter to Vice President Al
Gore and Governor George W. Bush.

*  *  *  *  *
The electoral crisis that centers around the

Florida vote poses an unprecedented threat
to the election process. That process has
been a miracle of American Democracy.
The system and mechanics have always

been filled with a certain amount of error, but
in spite of it the whole country has stepped
out of the campaigns into a period of dignity
and order. If the process of election begins to
suffer from the same rhetoric and opportun-
ism as the campaigns themselves, all the
people will lose, not only the 25 percent of
the eligible voters who voted for each of you.
There will be opportunities to change the
system, through an orderly and timely pro-
cess of law.

We implore you to avoid any action or
counter-action that invites campaign politics
and opportunism to further affect the voting
process. Is there any state that did not suffer
the same “irregularities” as Florida? The
thought of people on the streets becoming a
commonplace to protest “voting irregulari-
ties” as the rule of law becomes subject to the
process rather than the hand of discipline in
the process, strikes fear in our hearts.

Unless true altruistic leadership manifests
in the upcoming days, only the lawyers’
balance sheets will benefit, and it won’t be
long before inauguration day has to be six
months after every election.

Jeffrey Ayd
Westfield

Lack of Student Involvement Noticed
By Reader During Halloween Parade
To quote Longfellow, “Three silences

there are: the first of speech, the second
of desire, the third of thought.” The
Three Silences of Molinos. Apparently
there is at least one more. The silence of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Halloween
Parade.

What a shame that no one from the
high school or middle school bands could
have found the time to lead our little
children in the recent Halloween Parade.

What a sad and quiet parade it was. We
have so many talented musicians in our
school district, what a disappointment
not to see them perform. Considering the
fact that there is no music, maybe next
year this activity should not be called a
Halloween Parade but a Halloween
March.

Susan Citrano
Fanwood


