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Kudos to Officials for Completion
Of Hetfield Bridge Renovation Effort

Peter Echausse Thanks Supporters,
Congratulates Mayor, Council Victors

Westfield School Board President
Invites Residents to Tour High School

Joanne Rajoppi
Thanks Voters
For 2nd Term

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the residents of Union County for
their support and overwhelming vote
which re-elected me to the position of
Union County Clerk on November 7.

During my public service career, my
commitment has been to provide the
best possible service to the residents of
this county. I pledge a continuation of
that mission during the next five years.
I am aided by a dedicated, professional
staff and together we will continue to
bring you new programs and services in
a cost-efficient manner.

Thank you again for your support and
encouragement.

Joanne Rajoppi
Union County Clerk

We were glad to see the Hetfield Avenue Bridge
between North and South Avenues re-open last
week after a three month-long resurfacing and
renovation effort that has resulted in a much
smoother ride over New Jersey Transit’s Raritan
Valley rail line. Congratulations to those in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood as well as at New Jersey
Transit who were responsible for the effective and
timely completion of the bridge’s much-needed
repairs.

The Hetfield Bridge re-opening, unfortunately,
marks yet another milestone in the still yet-to-be
completed project several hundred yards to the east.
In the past 15 months, countless roads in our area
have been milled and resurfaced, a number of parks
have been renovated, houses have been built or
upgraded, we’ve even gone through an entire presi-
dential election campaign—and yet, Crossway Place
in Westfield remains uncompleted. The roadway
under the railroad line was first closed last year in
order to replace the aging trestle and increase the
width of the road itself. After this work was com-
pleted, Crossway was to be repaved and realigned
with Edgewood Avenue on the other side of North
Avenue.

In September 1999, Town officials expressed
confidence that the work would be finished within
a few months. Back in April, we were told it was
matter of just a few weeks before Crossway would
be open to motorists and pedestrians. When the
roadway was finally re-opened to traffic in July,
there were not two northbound and two southbound
lanes available. Pending utility relocation work,
those driving on Crossway Place probably noticed
very little in the way of positive change. The
roadway was still one lane in each direction, noth-
ing had been repaved and construction equipment
remained in the area.

Westfield blamed NJ Transit for the delays in
completing the project, while the rail operator said
Westfield was to blame.

The time for finger-pointing and blame-avoid-
ance is long over. For months, the public has heard
promises about Crossway’s completion and yet,

heading into the winter season, when outside work
is most difficult, there is no end in sight for what is
fast becoming Westfield’s very visible embarrass-
ment. Last month, we said that the time for fooling
around at Crossway now must end. Now we’re
calling for someone at Town Hall to step forward
and provide honest answers to the simple questions
of why Crossway Place will soon enter a third year
of non-completion, who at Town Hall bears respon-
sibility for this fiasco and when motorists can truly
expect to travel that roadway in the manner in which
they were promised close to two years ago.

This year we will be commemorating
American Education Week, November
12-18. I can think of no better way to wrap
up a week dedicated to the importance of
educating our students than to invite the
public to tour Westfield High School.

Westfield High School has a long
history of graduating scholars who excel
in fine arts, athletics, business, industry
and public service. We on the Board of
Education want to ensure that top qual-
ity education continues to be available to
our town’s children.

Built in 1952, Westfield High School has
small, outdated science labs and lacks ap-
propriate space for academic and student
support areas. With a 36 percent increase of
high school students approaching by the
year 2008, the community will be called
upon to address the needs of properly edu-
cating our children for the 21st century.

A Citizens’ Advisory Committee has
made several recommendations to im-
prove the high school facility. The reno-
vations include 13 new science labs, six
new and 10 renovated classrooms, four
new art rooms and renovations to the
music room, gymnasium, and audito-
rium. The Westfield Board of Education
passed a motion to put a $21 million
school bond referendum to voters on
December 12. The actual amount of the
bond will be available in November pend-
ing notification of the state financial aid
amount.

On Saturday, November 18, at 9 a.m.
and Wednesday, November 29, at 7:30
p.m., tours will be conducted for the
community to view the current building
and the proposed renovation projects. In

addition to the tours, we will also have
architectural drawings and informative
literature on the proposed projects. De-
tails on the school bond referendum are
also available at www.westfieldnj.com.

Please join us and tour the high school
on November 18 or 29. I look forward to
seeing you.

Darielle Walsh
President, Westfield Board of

Education

I would like to thank the countless
individuals who helped me in my pursuit
of the Westfield Town Council in the First
Ward. Although I fell short in the vote
count on Election Day, I was victorious in
the process by gaining many new friend-
ships and meeting hundreds of wonderful

people who care deeply about our town.
With that being said, I congratulate

Carl Salisbury on his victory and re-
election to the Westfield Town Council.
Congratulations are also in order to the
other winners in the local races; Greg
McDermott, Rafael Betancourt, Claire
Lazarowitz and Larry Goldman.

Jay Boyle, Karen Trzesniowski, Su-
san Jacobson and Bill Ziff are also to be
commended for their efforts and time
devoted to this campaign.

Westfield is, and will continue to be,
one of New Jersey’s most desirable towns
in which to live and raise a family due to its
top notch school system, thriving down-
town and beautiful parks and neighbor-
hoods. Such successes are attributable to
the hundreds of residents who volunteer
their time to help our schools, town gov-
ernment and community be the best they
can be.

I wish the upcoming Mayor and coun-
cil the best of luck as they address resi-
dents’ concerns pertaining to parking and
traffic safety, improving our athletic fields
and fixing our roads and sidewalks. I am
confident that you will be successful.

Peter Echausse
Westfield

Councilman-Elect
Betancourt Thanks

Opponent, Running-Mates
Having just been elected as Council-

man for the Second Ward of Westfield, I
wanted to take this opportunity to give
thanks. First, I would like to thank my
worthy opponent, William Ziff.

Mr. Ziff ran a good and honorable
campaign, and I like to think that together
we raised voter awareness of the impor-
tant issues facing our town. Secondly, I
would like to thank my colleagues on the
McDermott Team, Mayor-Elect Greg
McDermott, Peter Echausse, Jay Boyle,
and Karen Trzesniowski. It was an honor
to be on the same slate with you.

I would also like to thank the voters of
Westfield, who, in exercising their fran-
chise, reaffirmed their commitment to
our community. I am inspired and
humbled to have been chosen as your
councilman. I promise to reward your
confidence in me with hard work and
dedication in serving our town.

Finally, I would like to thank my fam-
ily. Thank you Epie, Diego and Andres
for your unwavering support and for the
sacrifice you made in allowing me to run.

Rafael J. Betancourt
Councilman-Elect

Westfield

Susan Jacobson Thanks Voters,
Campaign Supporters for Support

Councilwoman Lazarowitz
Promises to Continue

To Work Hard for 3rd Ward
I wish to take this opportunity to

thank everyone who came out to vote for
me on Tuesday, November 7. I appreci-
ate your support enormously and will
work very hard to do the best job for all
of you in our Third Ward.

If you would like to reach me with
your concerns, my phone number is
(908) 232-9439 and my e-mail address
is lazarowitz@mciworld.com.

I also want to say what a pleasure it
was to run with my friends, Councilmen
Carl Salisbury and Larry Goldman, Su-
san Jacobson and Bill Ziff. One cannot
find a more dedicated group of people
and I admire each and every one of them.

I want to also thank my wonderful cam-
paign manager, Tony LaPorta, and my
terrific treasurer, Terry Tainow, for their
ongoing support. I also appreciate all the
love and support of my family and friends.

I wish to congratulate Greg
McDermott and Rafael Betancourt on
winning their races. I know we will do
the best job we can working together for
Westfield.

Claire Lazarowitz
Councilwoman

Westfield

Mayor-Elect Vows to Draw From Pool
Of Talent in Westfield Community

WHS Hockey Assoc.
Thanks Supporters
Of Its Fund-raiser

On behalf of the privately funded
Varsity and Junior Varsity Ice Hockey
teams at Westfield High School, we are
writing to thank everyone who contrib-
uted and supported our “Dare to Dream”
evening at Westfield High School.

Held in conjunction with the National
Football League (NFL) Players’ Asso-
ciation, funds were raised which will
help offset part of the $47,000 required
to cover the costs of the ice hockey
program which is not funded by the
Westfield Board of Education.

This was a true family evening en-
joyed by all. If you were not there, be
sure to mark it down on your calendar
for next year.

Thank you again for your support.

Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Association

Doug Schwarz, President

Karen Trzesniowski Thanks
Third Ward Residents

As the Republican candidate for Town
Council in the Third Ward, I would like to
thank all of the people who voted and
supported my candidacy in this election.
It was a tremendous experience meeting
and speaking with so many of you during
this campaign.

My opponent, Claire Lazarowitz, and I
ran positive issue-oriented campaigns. I
would like to congratulate her on her vic-
tory. I would also like to thank all of the
people who worked at the voting polls this
year, they should be congratulated on a job
well done, especially when there was such
a large voter turnout. Thank you again for
all of your support and good wishes.

Karen Trzesniowski
Westfield

I want to thank you all the Westfield
voters who supported me during my
campaign for mayor. I also want to thank
the many people who worked so hard
and spent so many hours helping me
during this campaign.

Running for Mayor was a wonderful
experience and I was honored that I was
asked to continue to serve our town. I
enjoyed meeting and talking to so many
residents during my door-to-door walks.
It was a good opportunity to talk to every-

one about their impressions of Westfield
and I learned a lot about our town during
the many months of this campaign.

Congratulations to Greg and I wish
him success as our new Mayor. Con-
gratulations to Carl, Claire, Larry and
Rafael. They will have many decisions
to make about the future of our town and
I am sure they will all work together to
do what is best for Westfield.

Susan Jacobson
Westfield

I extend my deepest gratitude to all the
people of Westfield who supported me this
Election Day. I recognize it is a tremendous
privilege to be chosen as the Mayor of this
great community, and I look forward to
earning your continued trust. I enjoyed
meeting so many town residents through-
out the campaign and appreciated their
willingness to share their ideas, concerns
and mutual affection for our hometown.

It will be my top priority as Mayor to
draw on the significant pool of talent that
exists in our community and further the
partnership between elected officials and
town residents that I know is essential to
good government in Westfield.

My opponent Susan Jacobsen is to be
commended for a well-fought, issues-
focused campaign, and my congratula-
tions go out to Carl Salisbury, Claire

Lazarowitz and Larry Goldman for their
election victories. I look forward to work-
ing with these incumbents, as well as
incoming Council member, Rafael
Betancourt.

On a personal note, I must thank all
the members of the “McDermott Team”
for the ultimate team effort, including
my wife, Andrea, my family, Campaign
Manager Dick Trabert, my campaign
team, and of course, my hard-working
running mates Peter Echausse, Karen
Trzesniowski, and Jay Boyle.

I look forward with great anticipation
to the year ahead and to the opportunity
to serve the people of Westfield.

Gregory S. McDermott
Mayor-Elect

Westfield

BLOW-BY-BLOW
Blow-by-blow is defined as “accu-

rately detailed; a detailed descrip-
tion.” As a boy, I was fascinated by
Don Dunphy’s blow-by-blow ac-
counts of the boxing action broad-
cast on his “Friday Night Fight of the
Week” radio show that aired from
1944 to 1964.

Dunphy’s blow-by-blow descrip-
tions of the fights were so dramati-
cally and precisely delivered that
each fight and the fighters them-
selves seemed, in my mind, to be of
heroic proportion. So much so, that
when I actually saw my first fights, I
was somewhat disappointed that they
were not the epic conflicts depicted
in Dunphy’s verbal accounts.

Blow-by-blow first appeared in
print, in reference to boxing, in an
October 1993 copy of American
Speech.America Needs Uniform Process to Select

Presidents in Future National Elections
While America has remained glued to news reports

over the past nine days in anticipation of learning who
our next President will be, one thing has become
abundantly clear. Not only does our nation need
campaign finance reform; we need to develop a
uniform election process. The new system must in-
clude a logical means for dealing with close elections,
with a clear deadline set for determining a winner.

As the current recounts and court battles ensue, the
ability of the new President to build any sort of
consensus in the Senate, House of Representatives
(where the GOP will have the slimmest of majorities)
and among the American people, is being reduced by
the day. The financial markets have also shown an
uneasiness from not having a President-elect in place.

We call on representatives of Governor George W.
Bush and Vice President Al Gore to compromise and
agree on a firm deadline as to when a winner will be
announced. It seems logical that a statewide recount
in Florida, along with a count of overseas ballots,
would produce a clear winner. Recounts in only
Democratic or Republican areas will not produce a
balanced result. Also, the threat of more recounts in
other states is not helping matters.

America would like to see the light at the end of the
tunnel; the problem is the tunnel seems to have no end.

The new President should commence a bipartisan
Presidential Commission, with clear objectives to
develop a uniform national election process that
evaluates the type of equipment used at polls and
recommendations for establishing regulations as to
how recounts are to be conducted nationally, includ-
ing a firm deadline for their completion.

Also, this Commission should address the avail-
ability and completion of absentee ballots. It is our
belief that these forms should be available from
federal, state, county and municipal offices nation-
wide, and not from political parties.

It seems logical that the nation should be using the
same election machines when electing a President,
United States Senators and members of Congress.
The Florida machines, which produce the so-called
“butterfly” ballots, and which are also being used
around the country, are said to only be 90 percent
accurate. We need a uniform national election system
where all Americans vote for their President in the
same manner and where polls close at the same time.

Congressman Dick Gephardt, the House of Repre-
sentatives Minority Leader, has proposed that na-

tional elections be held on weekends to attract the
biggest possible turnout, and with polls closing at the
same time nationwide. He also wants to abolish the
Electoral College.

Another area that must be addressed is the major
television networks’ attempts to call the election in
Florida before the polls closed in some parts of the
state, based solely on exit polls. They originally
called it for the Vice President but then told viewers
Governor Bush had, in fact, won the state by a narrow
margin. Their error could have been critical in this
race.

Mr. Gore so much believed the account that he had
indeed lost Florida that he called Governor Bush to
concede. He was in a motorcade on his way to give
his concession speech when he was notified of the
Florida mandatory recount and called Mr. Bush back
to recant his concession. And Governor Bush was
being hugged by his family after believing he had
won the election.

Any effort to abolish the Electoral College, which
requires a Constitutional amendment, must be stud-
ied long and hard. The system has been in place for
200 years. Only three times prior to this year had a
President won the Electoral College but lost the
popular vote.

In 1888, Benjamin Harrison won the Electoral
College but lost the popular vote in his contest against
Grover Cleveland. In 1876, Rutherford B. Hayes lost
the popular vote by a quarter of a million votes but still
managed to capture the Electoral College by one vote
following numerous disputed vote tallies.

And, in 1824, neither Andrew Jackson nor John
Quincy Adams obtained the necessary electoral votes
to win the election. The House of Representatives
voted and picked Adams as President.

What does all this mean? The United States has a
clear legal process for choosing its Presidents. The
best argument in support of the Electoral College is
that it eliminates the chance for a President to be
selected on a regional basis, such as a large vote in the
northeast. Perhaps the United States Constitution
should be amended in favor of requiring the winner to
capture both the Electoral College and popular vote
with a run-off election in cases when neither occurs.

The current election will be decided in the coming
days or weeks and Americans will, in the end,
support our new President. Regardless of the out-
come, this election will go down as a historic event.

A ‘Yes’ Vote for SP-F
School Bond Is A ‘Yes’
Tally for Community
The schools in the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood School District are in need of
additions to provide our increasing school
population with adequate space to learn.
The existing buildings are also in need of
renovations which have been put aside
over the years.

The voters of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will be asked to vote on a $35
million bond referendum on December
12. The timing of this construction pro-
posal could not have been better. The
State is expected to fund $12 million of
this $35 million project. The cost boils
down to an average of $14.25 per month
for Scotch Plains residents and $12 per
month for residents of Fanwood.

The McGinn School PTA supports
the school bond referendum. A “yes”
vote for the school bond is a “yes” vote
for our community!

Amy S. Carow
First Vice President, McGinn

PTA
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